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FOREWARD 
 

Welcome to St. JohnΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ 

The purpose of this booklet is to give you a historical description 
of the principal features of a building that has been one of the 
architectural treasures of London since it was built in 1888. 

At the same time, it is the self-portrait of a community of faith.  If 
you are a newcomer, it is also an invitation to become a part of 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ 
spiritual development and outreach. 

God bless you! 

  



2 
 

CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST, LONDON, ONTARIO 
The Church of Saint John the Evangelist as you see it today is the 
third home of a parish that began in 1864 with the building of a 
Chapel of St. John the Evangelist on St. George Street next to the 
newly founded Huron College.  When that building was closed in 
1884, the congregation moved to the Chapter House of the new 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity on Piccadilly Street planned by 
Bishop Isaac Hellmuth, second Bishop of Huron.  There 
parishioners worshipped until the present Church of St. John the 
Evangelist was built in 1888. 

THE BUILDING 

 

Original exterior of church 

The building itself speaks of the tradition of the English Church.  
Its plan and architectural design are based on those of the 
mediaeval parish church, with a long rectangular Nave leading to 
a Choir and Chancel at its east end.  Between the Nave and Choir 
is an open Rood Screen, so-called from the Rood, or crucifix, 
which surmounted it in pre-Reformation times.  This serves as a 
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triumphal arch leading to the High Altar, as well as an effective 
setting for the occasional liturgical drama, such as the Christmas 
Pageant.  The timber roof of the nave is supported by hammer-
beams, the outward thrust of which is taken by wall-buttresses 
on the exterior of the building.  It is lit by small dormer windows 
filled with pale-coloured glass. 

 

Original interior of church 

The original plan of 1888 had a flat east wall and no side aisle.  
Although a spire was part of the architectΩs design, this was not 
added until 1897.  In 1927 the east wall was opened up into a 
three-sided apse, and between 1952 and 1956 the Chapel, the 
North Aisle and the Baptistry were added, all blending in with the 
Gothic style of the original structure.  The story of these and 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƻƭŘ ƛƴ WǳŘ tǳǊŘȅΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘΦ 
WƻƘƴΩǎ PŀǊƛǎƘΣ ά.ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛƻƴέΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфууΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
Gordon BartrŀƳΩǎ άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƪŜǘŎƘέ ƻŦ мфслΦ 


