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Another Year to Share, Love & Serve
By The Reverend Lyndon
Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf
We have been sharing
with one another the need to
raise funds to maintain our
building, and we do so in
order that we may continue
to Share, Love and Serve in the name of
Jesus Christ. We gather to be inspired
through worship, prayer and song so that
the Holy Spirit sends us out to serve.
On Sunday, September 9th our reading from proverbs added more to what
Saint James previously has said to us in
his letter about caring for the orphan and
the widow. The writer of proverbs tells
us that we are to value those things that
are most available to us all, regardless of
financial wealth. We are to value a good

name and favour in our community. And
James tells us that faith without good
works is empty. Indeed we need only
have faith to gain the New Life in Christ,
but faith in Christ that does not inspire us
to work for the good of all is empty faith.
The only way I can think of to create a
good name, as Proverbs prods us to do,
is to generously make a difference in my
community and in the world; to work for
peace in my community and in my
world; to serve in my community and in
my world. To quote the popular Franciscan Prayer, “To seek not so much to be
consoled as to console; To seek not so
much to be understood as to understand;
to seek not so much to be loved as to
love.”

same lesson when he encounters a ritually unclean “Gentile Woman”, which is
doubly scandalous is Jesus’ day. But the
initial shock I still have whenever I hear
this story is that Jesus is learning something. Shouldn’t he already know how to
be consoling and understanding and loving? So this woman comes to Jesus and
argues with him. She argues that even
the lowest of people are entitled to healing and grace. Jesus’ view of his ministry is broadened to become open to the
whole world, not just to the Jewish people. Jesus overcomes a mindset of judgmental favouritism. Up to this point in
the story it seems that Jesus thinks that
he has only come to save his own people, the Jewish people who are oppressed

It seems like Jesus is learning this

(Continued on page 16)

Our Great Musical Leaders
St. John’s Choir
Sunday September 16, 2018
L to R - Front row: – Dr. Allan Bevan; Ilona
Bevan; Holly Bonin; Jo Landry; Sara Hall;
Annett Filler; Veronica Lloyd

Second row: Rod Brawn; Helen Heller;
Raquel Dahlberg; Diana Mathews; Lisa
Philpott; Daphne Bice
Third row: Shaelyn Archibald; Fred Munn;
Ali Callard; John Biehn; Kevin Bice

Back row: Peter Godwin; Sam Sloan; Alvin
Reimer; Paul Poppy; Rick Mann
Absent: James DeVuono; Hilary Haworth;
Jonathan Mayorov; Jennifer Munds; Val
Younge
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Memories

Life at St. John the Evangelist Parish
Can the iPhone have a place in
our Sunday morning service each
week??
Back in the 1960s or 1970s for
several months, we recorded the
Sunday 10:30 service in its entirety,
the idea being to have it available
for loaning to Parish shut-ins, filmed by an 8mm
movie sound camera, mounted on a tripod in a
stationary position at the back of the church next to
the Wardens’ pew. It began recording as the Choir
processed up the centre aisle into the Sacristy, and
continued filming from its fixed position the entire
service until the Recessional hymn brought the
choir back down to exit. The Church Wardens were
in charge of mounting the camera on the tripod,
pressing the start button and then sitting down in
their pew until the end of Recessional Hymn, then
press the stop/rewind button. The film was then
removed from the camera placed in its case and
taken to the church office, where it was available
for Parishioners to borrow, take home and show the
film on their own projector to shut-ins, family
members or neighbours, then returned to Church
office. Parishoners were asked to call the office
during each preceeding week and place their name
on a list for use of the film. It was sucessful to a
point, but it could only be useful to families that
had the right sized projector, as I recall the church
did not own a projector
Gradually it was realized that the arrangments
to show a film of the service had to be from a
family who had the corrcct sized projector.
Unfortunatly, occasionaly there would be a break
the film and it would be returned to the office for
someone on the Church staff to do the splicing
gluing and rewinding. This was not a very easy task
to add to the Church Secretary’s job. Finally it was
realized that the care and repair of the equipment
was too much of a load for the Church staff, and
within a rather short period of time the filming
project was abandoned. TVs had become the visual
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way of seeing events!
Some statistics:

 Number of families currently on Parish Roll:
235 (equals over 500 persons);

 Typical Recent Attendance at 10:30 Sunday

AM service, all ages: 84 (Sept. 23), 97 (Sept.
30).

Over the last few years, The iPhone has developed to the state that not only can voice messages
be saved but a host of other features have been developed allowing conversation between parties, still
and moving colored pictures, ability to record and
save photos and videos, and later, two way conversations between friends face to face on the screen.
Plus, the younger generation in particular, who
we miss, almost all carry or own iPhones or similar!
How might we improve attendance?
Our current St. John’s Anglican service consists traditionally each week of prayers and readings from The Prayer Book, congregational singing
from the Hymn Book and Bible readings to the congregation from the Lectern, plus the service of Holy
Communion from the Altar.
What is new each week is the Anthem sung by
the Choir in their stalls behind the rood screen, and
the Homily delivered from the Pulpit by the presiding Priest. They are first class!
Our Parishioners are missing out on some wonderful experiences by not attending Sunday services; wonderful choral music form our talented
Choir, and strong and meaningful Homilies from
our Clergy team. Here is a suggestion based on the
improved and widely used technology of all ages
today… the iPhone.
Proposal

Install two iPhones mounted at the front of the
church fixed and hidden, attached to pew frontals,
one facing the Pulpit and one facing the Choir
stalls. Activation of these two iPhone on and off by
remote source switches perhaps by
Wardens or congregation members
sitting in front pew.
These video recordings could be
available for transmission and reception by absent members of the congregation on their electronic devices
at their convenience.

People’s Wardens
Erica Brown
Spencer Sandor

The Banner recognizes that there are
significant challenges with regards to
this idea, given music copyright law
(something about which the Diocese,
among others, is particularly concerned), as well as possible privacy
and performance issues for those
involved.

Rector’s Wardens
Cody Barteet
Marin Baya
If you wish to contact a
warden, you may do so
through the church office.
Church Secretary
Kate Drum

Memories—Saturday Night Dinner Team 1999
How many people can you recognize from this distinguished
group?

But getting more people to enjoy
these key features or our service is
surely a goal worth considering.
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Parish News
Share - Love - Serve
Capital Corner
By Chris Barroll
WHITE WING Group Inc.

We Are Half Way There!

The “SHARE – LOVE – SERVE:
Building Tomorrow Together” campaign has reached the half way mark
with $850,000 in donations pledged! We
have received 65 generous donations so
far, including a gift from the Anglican
Foundation towards repair of our roof.
We have also received a gift from the
City of London, recognizing our essential ministry to the community.
We still have a long way to go to
reach our goal of $1.7 Million. If you
have not pledged a donation yet, or
would be willing to increase your
pledge, please do consider. Just like our
ancestors came together to build our
church, it’s now our turn to give. Donations can be paid over 5 years, by
cheque, monthly automatic bank withdrawal, securities donation or online
with credit card, and are tax deductible.
Pledge Cards & Brochures are now
available in the pews and added information kits are available at the back of
the church & from the parish office. We
really do need your Help! If you have
any questions or comments, or would
like a visit, please contact the office at
519-432-3743. Thank you and God
Bless.

These structural beams were
replaced in the Fall of 2017 as per
recomendations in the Structural
Engineers report.
North wall in March 2018

St. John’s is grateful to the Anglican
Foundation of Canada for their generous grant of $10,000 towards our
campaign.

Restoration Work
By Bob Hayman
The proposed restoration work
outlined in the Avis Report is detailed as
to scope and time frame for work.
Some of the work proposed is
difficult to understand as to scope and
cost estimates
An extract from this report is
descibed below.
Eg.: the attached photo of the North
wall of our building was taken in March
2018 as the winter snows were finally
over.
The picture indicates snow remaining from build up on the North side of
our Church Parish Hall and Office
which has occurred over the winter as a
result of snow buildup
This condition over the years has

Fundraising calendar (Sept. 29, 2018)
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resulted in moisture seeping through the
masonry, and collecting inside the
basement open areas under the Parish
Hall,, which has caused the rusting and
deterioration of the structural steel
beams supporting the floor above. This
situation is result of the snow, ice and
water spilling over the North Wall from
the sloping roof above.

Alan Avis report recommended that
the North Wall of the Building be raised
by constructing new masonry parapet
wall created which will prevent the
overflow of snow, ice and water, and
that a new roof drain and accompanying
Rain water Leader be installed which
would carry this roof water to the storm
water drain system inside tour building.
The distance from the North Wall of
our building the neighbour’s property
line is less than 2 feet.

We should proceed with this work
as soon as possible. A quick look recently in the basement where we installed
the new steel beams, shows small areas
of rusting developing.
Our Rector reports that “work will
be done in the early stages of the Capital improvements, and that we are presently interviewing contractors to oversee all the projects needing to be done,
with a plan to begin the next phase of
work in the Spring of 2019 now that
pledges are beginning to come in.”
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Blessing
of the
Animals
The Feast
of St. Francis
on
Sunday
September 30
at the 10:30
service
featured a Blessing of the Animals, as illustrated below.
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Tribute to Our St. John’s
Woman of the Year
JUNE 2018
Presented by: Nancy Bell
Mark Twain once wrote “Kindness is
the language which the deaf can hear and
the blind can see.”
Our very first Woman of the Year
demonstrates her many acts of kindness
by having volunteered in countless areas
of parish ministry.
You’ve seen her assist with administering Communion, as a Reader, sidesperson, and member of a cooking team with
the Saturday evening dinner program.
Perhaps you’ve encountered her supporting members as part of the Funeral Reception Team, working tirelessly at the
Christmas Bazaars, coffee hours, or as a
valued member of the Craft Group creating back packs for disadvantaged children
in core area schools.
But her greatest love and special talent has benefited those of us lucky enough
to have worked with her on the Altar
Guild. Her expertise with fine linens, meticulous work with embroidered crosses
on purificators, and knowledge of hang-
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ings and frontals, are exemplary.

If you ever have a question, this is
the gal to ask as she’s been a former Guild
President, Treasurer and Flower Convenor, too. We have all learned from her informative in-service workshops and the
file of pictures she compiled depicting set
up procedures for the various liturgies
throughout the church year including
weddings, baptisms, and funerals.
The members of our parish family
have cast their votes with an overwhelming vote of approval.

Please join me in honouring our
“cracker jack” and very first St. John’s
Woman
of
the
Year
winner,
Win Jette!
Congratulations Win!

Gathering Sunday
Photo Submitted by John Thompson
Story by Rev. Lyndon
Among the guests at the Gathering Sunday luncheon of September 16, was Ryan
Varghese, whose parents Siby and Diana
immigrated from South India a few years
ago. They have been faithful members of
our parish since they arrived. Diana sings in
the choir when she can and Siby helps out in
various ways when needed. The plan is to
have Ryan baptized on November 4th,
which is All Saints Sunday.
(Continued on page 5)

Win Jette
St. John’s Woman of the Year for 2018

Ryan Varghese

St. John’s Women Annual Meeting and Luncheon—June 3, 2018

The Banner
(Continued from page 4)

Clothing Cupboard
Update
For many years
in conjunction with
the Saturday Night
Meal Program, St.
John’s has offered
the Clothing Cupboard to provide
our dinner guests
Margaret Nelson
with a selection of
clothing each week.
Margaret Nelson recently retired from
this team after many years of stalwart
service.
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Bices Grandchild Kiri
By Kevin Bice
Kevin and
Daphne Bice got
a visit this summer from their
newest
grandchild, Kiri Freya
Bochaberi Bice.
Kiri is the daughter of son Jory
and his partner
Camille Atebe.

Kiri

Kiri brought Camille and Jory, together
with Camille’s son Alec, from their home in
Mission, B.C. to the Bice house for a very
short five days. One of Kiri’s expeditions
was to Country Terrace Nursing Home to

September 29, 2018: Ana Thompson and Pat Knowles running
the Clothing Cupboard during our weekly Saturday Night Meal
Program.

Friendship Sunday
May 27, 2018
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Kevin introduce Kitr to his sister Megan at
Country Terrace
meet her great aunt Megan, Kevin’s sister.
Kiri’s third name - Bochaberi - was chosen to
honour Camille’s great aunt in Kenya.”

News from the North

By Lynda Peever (April
2, 2018)
Bain is currently living
in the Manor where his
late wife Dale once
lived. He has adjusted
and makes the staff
laugh.
He is confined to a
wheelchair which he
cannot move himself,
but is sleeping better
than he did at home,
and eats well.
There is a chef and
The whole Bice gang crossing to Centre Island they have good meals,
in Toronto Harbour
and I have had two
with him. He enjoys any music programs and
sings along with the entertainment. Editors’
Note: Bain Peever was the Rector at St.
John’s from 1984 to 1998.

The congregation enjoyed the
unique experience
of a petting zoo on
the lawn outside
the church after
Friendship Sunday.
Bain and Lynda Peever

The Banner

6

October 2018
And so we found him one from Elizabeth Barrett Browning, You’ll recognize
St. John’s to copy something she had start- the beginning:
ed a number of years ago. That is the Book How do I love thee?
Club For Inmates – which now has book Let me count the ways.
clubs in thirty federal prisons across Canada. We thought it might work here in Lon- I love thee to the depth and
don at the detention centre, so we connect- breadth and height
ed with Ellen McKegney the volunteer
My soul can reach,
coordinator, and we were off and running.
when feeling out of sight
We have adapted the federal model.
In federal prisons the inmates are in for For the ends of being and ideal grace.
the long term, and the clubs can draw
on the entire prison population. They
And you may be familiar with the rest.
meet once a month. In our jail there is a
The other thing that made Travis difmuch more rapid turnover – those found
ferent
was his commitment to the group.
guilty move on to other prisons, those
Back
in
May we were reading a book,
found not guilty are discharged, and some
“Seven
Fallen
Feathers”. It is an account
are released on bail. And here we can draw
of
seven
First
Nations
high school students
on only one unit in the jail at one time – a
in Thunder Bay. They had moved there,
unit has at most two dozen inmates.
far away from their reserve homes, to get
So over a matter of months we get an education. All had died in mysterious
members dropping out, new members ar- circumstances. There was a chapter devotriving, different faces each month with a ed to each one. One week we asked three
few long-term holdovers. And we get used inmates to each write a summary of one
to lockdowns because of misbehavior on chapter to bring to the group the following
the unit or personnel shortages.
week.

The Unclean Woman/Jairus’ Daughter
By Rev. Dr. John Thompson

July 1 2018
The unclean woman/Jairus’
daughter (Mark 5:21-43)
Today’s gospel juxtaposes two accounts of healing.
Both involve women and both John
Thompson
are literally life-altering.
First there is a desperate father’s request to save his dying daughter. We now
know what to expect. It’s only five chapters into Mark and we already know what
Jesus does. Astounding feats. Demons cast
out, fevers and withered hands dealt with,
leprosy cured.
So we are primed for another healing
miracle. We eagerly wait to see this happen. Because she is not just some ordinary
person – she is the daughter of Jairus, one
of the leaders of the synagogue. And we
are very much aware of the tension between Jesus and the Jewish establishment.

But before we can go any further, we –
and Jesus – are interrupted. What can be
We usually have a book a month,
so important, so pressing to break into the
but we meet weekly with the inmates -narrative?
anywhere from 3 or 4 to 8 or 9. We get to
And the interruption is unlike any we know them as individuals, each with his
have seen before. Jesus does not reach out own quirks and preferences in reading.
to heal, does not speak, does not touch. He When the book is finished – or not finis touched and, Mark says, is “immediately ished – before the month is over, we have
aware that power had gone forth from short stories. And we have poetry. Each
him.”
week we choose a poem to be read, aloud,
The nameless woman is cured in that by one or two of the inmates, and then we
instant. No one else knows what has hap- talk about it.
pened. The disciples are impatient for JeSome of them we get to know better
sus to get on with what he has been called than others. For a long time the stars of the
to do. And so are we.
group were Jerry and Brian. Jerry was the
But the woman -- whose years of con- joker, playing off Brian as the straight
stant bleeding have left her impoverished man. He often admitted he’d started the
and an outcast – knows what has happened book, didn’t like it, and quit. And then, out
and confesses all. Jesus blesses her, and of the blue, he’d come up with an insightful comment that had eluded the others.
calls her ‘daughter’.
Brian was the intellectual. He’d read many
And then he goes on to the other of the books we talked about, had travelled
daughter and does what only God, accord- widely, spoke German and was lobbying
ing to Jewish belief, can do. Without any for us to read Geothe’s “Faust”.
preliminaries, he literally raises her from
And then there was Travis. I’d guess
the dead.
he was in his mid-30’s, slim, medium
Let me tell you about something, height, and with the most startling blue
someone, that I can’t stop thinking about. eyes. He was quiet, not talking a lot. He
You probably know about our book stood out, however, because he asked at
club at the ‘jail’ – the Elgin Middlesex one of our sessions if we could find a poDetention Centre. It’s been going for about em – a love poem – that he could send to
a year and a half now. It started because his girlfriend. We don’t get a lot of reCarol Finlay inspired a bunch of us here at quests like that.

Two of the three showed up next week
with nothing. Travis showed up with five
pages of thoughtful written notes. We
were delighted, but surprised. It turned out
he had forgotten which chapter he’d been
assigned so he summarized all three. And
in the discussion that followed it became
apparent that Travis was First Nations and
that his grandparents were residential
school survivors.

Our next two meetings were cancelled
because of lockdowns and when they resumed Travis wasn’t there. He’d been released and, we were shacked to learn, was
dead. He had died from an overdose, probably fentanyl and presumably accidentally.
Our group is still mourning his death.
So what has this got to do with today’s
gospel?
For Mark, the gospel writer, the focus was not only on Jesus the healer but
also Jesus the boundary crosser. A deliberate choice and indeed the very core of
his ministry.
We know Jesus reached out to heal
Jews and Gentiles alike – he had just come
from the Gentile side of the Sea of
Galillee, the land of the Gerasenes.
We know from all four gospels that
Jesus made a point of honouring women
(Continued on page 13)
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Where do the homeless find shelter?

By Rev. Dr. John Thompson

 59% in an emergency shelter or a violence against women
Each year London, and communities across
shelter
Canada, carry out a one-week ‘blitz’ to obtain a
 18% in someone else’s place
John
profile of its homeless community. This year 73
 9% in transitional shelter housing or motel
volunteers (I was one) fanned out across 20 different Thompson
 8% unknown
locations in London – places like shelters, soup
kitchens, and drop-in centres. 406 individuals responded to de-  6% unsheltered (a public place, makeshift shelter, or empty
building)
tailed questionnaires. The idea was not to count every homeless
individual – that is probably impossible – but to obtain a point-in
-time profile of those surveyed, a profile that can be compared to Top 5 barriers to finding a permanent home
 low income or lack of financial resources
results from previous years and with other communities.
 substance abuse
These are some of the findings:
 lack of affordable housing
 63% were men, 34% were women
 inability to meet requirements to secure housing
 20 - 25% were in their 20’s, 30’s, 40’s, and 50’s.
 mental health issues
Only 3% were younger, 6% older
 29% were of aboriginal ancestry
 32% had been in foster care and/or a group home
 51% had a chronic or acute medical problem
 57% self-identified as having an addiction problem
 59% self-identified as having a mental health issue
 53% attributed their homelessness to abuse or trauma
 60% were under 30 with their first experience of homelessness
 62% have been homeless for 6 months or more in the past
year

The Bishop’s Friends Dinner
By Bob Hayman
The 2018 gathering of The
Bishop’s Friends for the London
Area will take place on Wednesday
November 14th, 2018 at the Highland
Golf and Country Club. Reception is
at 6 pm with dinner to follow at 6:30
pm.
When we are in need where do
we turn? We turn to family, and we
The Right
are part of the Anglican family—
Reverend Linda
clergy, laypeople, parishes and
Nicholls
dioceses across Canada supporting
one another in the ministries God has given to each.
I have enjoyed being a member for many years! Last
year I attended and was somewhat disappointed at the lack
of members present from our St. John’s Parish.
The costs are:





Annual donation $200.00
$300.00 per couple
$100 clergy
$50.00 youth (under 25)

For further information, see Kate at the office or call
me at my home - H.R.(Bob) Hayman (519-434-5949)

Pilgrim Course
Dear Members of St. John's,
We will be offering the
Pilgrim Study Course, part 3 on
"The Commandments this Fall.
We will meet in the office
area Meeting Room after
church services from 12 noon
to 1:15pm on the following
dates:
Oct 21, 28, Nov 11, 18,
Dec 2, 9 (note that we skip
some weeks).
Pilgrim is a teaching and
reflection resource from the
Church of England that explores what it means to travel
through life as a follower of
Jesus Christ.
Pilgrim offers an approach
of participation, not persuasion.
Enquirers are encouraged
to practice the ancient disciplines of biblical reflection and
prayer, exploring key texts that
have helped people since the

early Church.
Pilgrim is made up of two
parts: Follow and Grow.
Follow introduces the
Christian faith, while Grow
aims to develop a deeper level
of discipleship.
The course connects with
all Christians, those new to the
faith and those who have lived
the faith for decades.
The group is for:
 those who want the chance
to think about the Christian
faith,
 those who have recently
started coming to Church,
 those who have been Christians for many years and
want to visit the roots of
their faith again,
 so EVERYONE
ACTUALLY.
Please RSVP if you would
like to join us.
Peace & Every Blessing,
Lyndon

The Banner

Children and Youth Report
By Ilona Bevan
Children and Youth
Ministry Developer
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ral painting, led her to creating a cheery
welcome in our office entrance by painting
the walls leading to downstairs. The theme
of the mural was, “Inclusivity” and “God
loves all,” helping to promote a sense of
hospitality and home for all who enter.
Here are a few words from Izzy:

19 year old, Izzy
Avola, paints a
bright welcome to our
church office space
Izzy came to learn about St. John’s
through the St. John’s Creativity Centre.
She has a passion for visual arts and for
finding ways to contribute to community
building initiatives. Her experience in mu-

Izzy Avola

“As an artist, I’ve really been looking
to alternative communities, especially ones
who care for humanity and supporting one
another. Helping the church really opened
my eyes to the work put in to cultivate a
safe, welcoming community. I’m writing
this from the residence lounge in Braziers
Park, a commune in Oxford, UK. I plan to
continue my art practice here, drawing and
painting in my own time.”

MINI-MONK Camp
Provides a Quiet Space
for Young Children
Nine children, some from St. John’s,
and some from different churches and
backgrounds, attended our week-long half
day camp in August. On Monday, a team
of 8 youth volunteers from the Glen Cairn
Community Centre, put on a puppet show,
led games, and assisted the participants in
making homemade playdough in the kitchen. It was a messy and fun start to the
camp! On Tuesday, we welcomed different
volunteers who led the rest of the week,
helping us explore monastic life. Children
made their own personal peace garden,
made bread and butter by hand, and explored herbs and their uses for refreshment
and healing. Each day, they also had a
chance to have a “reflection time” where
they chose from a variety of activities that
included: play, art, journaling, and crafts. It
was a joy to see how creatively they spent
their time and how well they worked together.
A special thanks to Buloze, Kieran,
Charles, Angella and Jeffery for helping
each day with the children.
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JOURNEY!
Children’s Ministry:
OUT OF AFRICA
In
learning
more about monasticism this past
year, I discovered
that it has its early
origins in Africa.
Another interesting
fact was that Christianity came to Africa, not through European influence, but
rather through one of the apostles, Mark.
Africa has a rich variety of cultures
and heritages, languages and traditions. In
some countries in Africa, over 90% of the
population is Christian and it is fascinating
to learn about some of the crafts, art, music, and dance used to express their strong
faith and belief.
Our pageant this year will take place in
the context of the Christmas Lessons and
Carols and will feature some of these traditions and will be told as set in Africa since
acting out the Nativity is an important part
of African Christmas celebrations on
Christmas Day.

Reporting
on the
First Few
Months of
SJCC
So far, the SJCC (St. John’s Creativity
Centre) has hosted three creative drop-ins
(Recorder playing, Yoga, and Crafts with
tea tasting), the Mini-Monk kid’s camp and
one book study, (still in progress) on “The
Artist’s Way” by Christine Paintner.
Attendance at these programs has been
fairly small with about half a dozen at
each, but the feedback has been extremely
positive. The book study group hopes to
continue in the spring with a second book
by the same author.

As hoped, our new centre has also
caught the attention of the community and
we were chosen to host a team of volunteering King’s University students as part
of their orientation week activities. They
led the “Crafts and Tea Tasting” Creative
Drop-in with great enthusiasm and we
hope this new relationship with the University will continue into next year. Two of
the students, Meg and Sydney, have experience in directing and musical theatre and
Ilona and Izzy

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

expressed their interest in working with the children on this year’s
pageant!
Our report to the Diocese on how their grant for the St. John’s
Creativity Centre ($3000 start-up grant), has made an impact is due
this month. If you have attended any of the programs, be sure to
leave your feedback through the church office.
Mary Jane Mann will be leading the next Creative Drop-in with
the “Monday’s at One” group on Monday, October 29th at 1pm.
She’ll show us how to do wire wrapping to create beautiful jewelry
gifts. If you’d like to join this special workshop, please let Ilona
know by sending a message to her at stjohnscreativitycentre@outlook.com or leave a message through the church office.

Jewelry Station

Creative Drop-In

Yoga on the Lawn

Meg and Sydney from King’s University at our
Crafts and Tea Tasting Creative Drop-in

Card-making Station

What a Glorious Afternoon
On September 8, on the
Church lawn under leafy branchClay Station
es, Simon, our grand daughter
Reverie and I attended the Creative Drop In hosted by Ilona
and Co. King’s College Frosh provided their artistic expertise.
Rev worked at the sculping centre, I made cards, and Simon
specialized in the tea tasting centre. Afternoon Tea, poured
by Annett from the Church’s silver service into bone china tea
cups , offered English cucumber sandwiches and tea cakes.
Yummy.
We missed participating in the painting and beading centres but will try these the next time. Ilona, we hope there will
be another creative drop in. It was wonderful.
Cory Davies

Volunteer Team from King’s University College led our
Creative Drop-in, Crafts and Tea Tasting on September 8th.
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The New Beginning
(My New Mother, Canada)
By: Angela Nedal Adra
While I was walking
in my new home, Canada,
the wind blowing through
my hair, I entered a small
library to read some books
about my new country. Some people
came to me, adults and children, and
asked me to tell them the story of my
life. I sat with them and saw in their eyes
joy, hope, and a longing to hear my story. I started talking to them.
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As reported in the May 2018 Banner
(page 8), Angela and her family arrived
from Syria in Canada in 2017, and she
helps Ilona with our children and youth
program.
As Tom Howes reports, Angela
writes prose about her experience as a
refugee (including her piece in the May
2018 Banner), and her goal is to help
others to understand what the experience is like. Her first article appeared
in the May 2018.
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Outreach at St. John’s

Outreach Steering
Committee Update
Fall 2018
By Cory Davies

Let us begin by saying that the committee continues to be so grateful for the
support of the parish, the wardens and
the rector and staff. You are all so generous with your time, talents, and financial gifts. The work we co-ordinate involves so many of you especially when
we consider the Saturday night meal folk
who work all week and on Saturdays to
feed the hungry.

We left the war when I was sixteen
years old. I left my mother, Syria, because she was wounded and tired. She
could no longer bear the war and her sister, Lebanon, refused to adopt us as her
children. Then a path opened up in front
of us. The light on the path got brighter
and brighter until the darkness was gone.
Then there was a hand, open to us, offering to protect us as if we were the light’s
own children.

many things. My mother Canada has
given me a new country and new friends
and loved ones. My mother Canada supports me and gives me the best education. My mother Canada has given me
many great things. I cannot count how
many good things she has done for me
but I want to say from my heart, “You
are a great mother and I love you with all
my heart. You are a great thing in my
life.”

At first we were sad and missed Syria but then we rejoiced because we had a
new mother to embrace us and save us
from harm. My mother Syria destroyed
the churches and schools and universities, destroyed everything, destroyed our
dreams, destroyed our childhood, and
destroyed our reality. She took everything we loved, she took pieces of our
heart, she took our homes and our parents, and she took memories of our ancestors. In short she took the most beautiful things we loved and were proud of.
We were feeling sad; like we didn’t belong….everything was bad.

Then I cried tears of joy. The people
listening came to me and hugged me
with all their strength and said to me,
“Do not be sad, my child, for your country. We are here with you and we are
your family. You are not a stranger. You St. John’s will welcome to London
a New Refugee Family
are safe in your new country.”
before the end of 2018!!!!!
I smiled and said to them, ” I am
Originally from Syria, Basma (a
proud to be part of this country with people like you and if somebody, some day, widow) and her teenaged children Alaa
wanted to hurt my mother Canada, I will (son), Ola (daughter) and Rula
be the first to stand up to protect her. I (daughter) will move from their refugee
could not help my mother Syria but now camp near Amman Jordan to London by
I have the ability to help my new mother the end of 2018 to start their new lives
Canada. I will not allow anyone to hurt here. A very special call came out on
August 7 from the University of Ottawa
her.”
Refugee Hub to Canadians interested in
resettling United Nations Refugee Agency referred refugees to Canada. All resettlement and living costs for the first year
are paid by the Federal Government
(half) and by The Shapiro Foundation of
New York and Jewish Family Service
Ottawa (the other half). Under this initiative, 1,000 refugees will come to Canada. The PWRDF web site explains this
BVOR program.

Then the extended hand tenderly
said, “Come, my children, do not be
afraid. I am your mother now. I know
that your old mother can no longer bear
it and that her sister refused to look after
you but I am here, sent by God, to be
your mother and protect you from everything.” So we held this loving hand and
trusted this mother. She took us with
warmth and tenderness to her bosom. We
felt no cold but only her warmth. Our
Canadian friends and cousins helped us
get our papers so that we could come to
Canada. She made our lives the lives of
kings. As Syria had embraced refugees
long ago, so our mother, Canada, took us
in and raised us and gave us a beautiful
life.
My mother Canada has given me

Our donations on your behalf over
the last four months for other work in
London have gone to Mission Services
(Mental Health and Addiction programmes), St. Paul’s Social Services,
our Saturday Meal Programme, and
Huron Church Camp (both our parish
renew commitment and camper bursaries). In addition, our Outreach Discretionary fund has helped new Canadians
and Fanshawe students.

The job of St. John’s Refugee Subcommittee under Stewart McIntyre will
be to find and furnish a suitable apartment for Basma’s family, get the family
started with local services and schools,
(Continued on page 11)
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Homily by Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie
By The Rev’d Dr.
Stephen McClatchie
Sermon Preached on 5
August 2018
A king who had set out
on the chase noticed
his dogs pursuing a
small white rabbit
which was just ahead
of them.

rich man takes from him. David’s anger
is kindled at the injustice: “the man who
has done this deserves to die.” “You are
the man!,” Nathan responds. God will
punish you and your kingdom.
Unlike many people in his situation,
David does not get angry and Nathan; he
does not blame the messenger. Instead,
“David said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned
against the LORD’.” He admits his fault.

When the little rabbit began to sense
that the dogs were about to pounce on
it, it turned suddenly and bounded
back, jumping into the arms of the
huntsman.
Deeply moved by this show of confidence the king from then on cherished
the rabbit as his own. He allowed no
one to molest it and nourished and
cared for the little animal himself.

Just as the rabbit does the only possible thing it can do if it wants to survive,
so we too need to jump into God’s arms
with confidence and allow Him to
demonstrate his reliability and trustworthiness.
King David is not like the king in my
story. While he should protect and cherish the life of one of his loyal soldiers,
Uriah, instead he sleeps with his wife,
Bathsheba, and gets her pregnant. And it
gets worse: he calls Uriah back from battle to get him to sleep with her too in order to cover his tracks and when this
fails, David arranges for him to be killed
in battle. At least he takes care of Bathsheba after Uriah’s death by making her
one of his wives.
But what David did displeased the
Lord and so He sends the prophet Nathan
to confront him. Like Jesus, of whom the
Old Testament prophets are figures, he
does so by means of a parable about a
poor man and his little lamb, which the

Outreach Update

But that is only the first half of the
verse. Here is the whole thing: “David
said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the
LORD’. Nathan said to David, ‘Now the
LORD has put away your sin; you shall
not die’. Here we find confession and
absolution. David’s repentance takes
place in the gap between the two and for
it we need to turn to the psalm. Its inscription—which we do not read—
makes this clear: “A Psalm of David,
when the prophet Nathan came to him,
after he had gone into Bathsheba.”
Have mercy on me, O God, according
to your steadfast love;
According to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my transgressions, and my
sin is ever before me.
Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
and done what is evil in your sight,
So that you are justified in your sentence, and blameless when you pass
judgement.
…
Hide your face from my sins, and blot
out all my iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within
me.
(In the Latin Vulgate this line is rendered
“renew a right spirit within my bowels,”
that is, within the depths of my innermost being.)

For you have no delight in sacrifice; if
I were to give a burnt offering, you
would not be pleased.
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a
broken spirit; a broken and contrite
heart, O God, you will not despise.
David did some pretty terrible things.
But he admitted them, repented and
asked for God’s forgiveness, which was
given immediately: “the LORD has put
away your sin,” which words are also
spoken by the priest in the sacrament of
the Reconciliation of a Penitent
(commonly known as confession). But
that does not mean that there are no consequences: “the LORD has put away
your sin; you shall not die. Nevertheless
because by this deed you have utterly
scorned the LORD, the child that is born
to you shall die.” And despite David’s
weeping and fasting, the child does die.
Then David consoled Bathsheba, slept
with her, and conceived Solomon, his
mighty and wise successor as King of
Israel.

Did David, “lead a life worthy of the
calling to which [he had] been called,” to
borrow the words of Saint Paul to the
Church in Ephesus? Not always, as the
sordid tale of Bathsheba and Uriah clearly demonstrates. But of course David
also did much good in his life: he united
Israel, overcame its enemies, and,
through his son Solomon, established the
house out of which would come Jesus the
Christ.
Saint Augustine once used this episode in the life of David as the basis for a
sermon (#19), during which he, in his
usual psychologically astute manner,
makes an important point:
Let us never assume that if we live
good lives we will be without sin; our
lives should be praised only when we
continue to beg for pardon. But
[human beings] are hopeless creatures, and the less they concentrate on
(Continued on page 16)

(Continued from page 10)

dentists and doctors, and support them in their new culture.
Stewart worked with Jane Townsend, Refugee Co-ordinator
for our Diocese, to make all of this happen in under a month!!!
Lyndon, the wardens and Parish Council have been on
board. So please check for announcements of required items
for the family over the next month. If you wish to lend support
to the Refugee Committee in any way, please let Stewart or
Outreach know.

Upcoming in November and December:

 PWRDF Sunday November 25

with the help of the Church School

 December

Christmas Baskets co-ordinated by the Berthelets
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“Being in Thin Places”
Synod Reflections
The 2018 Synod meeting of the Anglican
Diocese of Huron took place at the
London Convention Centre
from May 27-29, 2018.

By The Rev. Lyndon Hutchison-Hounsell
Tssf, Rector
May 27th to 29th Jennifer Roy, Bruce
Tuck, the Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie
and I attended our annual Diocesan Synod, the Annual AGM for our diocese of
Huron where we gather with our Anglican Brothers and Sisters from across
southwestern Ontario. We, as Anglican
Christians, are part of a wonderful network of disciples of Jesus Christ in the
Diocese of Huron, which extends from
Tobermory to Windsor to Cambridge to
the Blue Mountains. And our Diocese of
Huron is part of the Anglican Church of
Canada, which is part of the worldwide
Anglican Communion. I suspect that a
huge number of Anglican Christians and
others around the world who had TVs or
Internet access were united in watching
the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. This wedding showed the
world that the church is a wonderful
place to mark the solemn and holy moments in our lives. This past week at
Synod we encountered some more of
these solemn and holy moments; moments that create “Thin Places” for God
to break through.
Our Bishop Linda, in her sermon on

Delegate
Perspective
By Bruce Tuck
The Synod experience
can be regarded as either a
thin place or a thick
place. The ‘thick’ aspect is
provided by our very presence in a
room where one is surrounded by hundreds of fellow Anglicans in this age
of declining membership and prognostications of doom and gloom. As
individuals we sense that we are not
alone in our efforts to preserve our Anglican faith and spread the Gospel of
Christ. We are bolstered and thickened
(figuratively, that is ) by the supporting
presence of many others sharing our
views and principles.
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Sunday Evening, shared some reflections
on her resent visit to Assisi, Italy, the
home of St. Francis of Assisi. Bishop
Linda was there to attend a meeting of
the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission which brings together
Anglican and Roman Catholic leaders on
a regular basis to work out ways that we
can fulfil God’s Mission in the world
together. Bishop Linda shared how Assisi was a “Thin Place” for her. Our
Celtic Christian Brothers and Sisters in
the United Kingdom have inherited the
spiritual concept of a “Thin Place” from
their religious ancestors. A Thin Place is
somewhere that we feel the close presence of God. It’s a place where the Holy
Spirit gives you goose bumps; a place
where the veil between heaven and earth
is very thin, hence the name “Thin
Place”. It’s a place that reminds us of the
presence of God in our midst and in our
lives. I think the story of the call of the
Prophet Samuel gives us a profound example of a Thin Place where God was
whispering to Samuel to become the
great Prophet to guide Israel into a nation
of hope and peace for the world. And
maybe the Disciples of Jesus, and the
contrary religious leaders, were in a Thin
Place as they walked through the streets
and the fields seeing Jesus feed and heal
the people around him. Thin Places can
be scary places and very peaceful places;
they can be powerful waterfalls or peaceful holy sites; and I think God can transform ordinary everyday places into Thin
Places. I felt like I was in a Thin Place
several times at Synod this year, and I
was sitting in the middle of the London
Convention Centre. Who would ever
It is also a thin place in that we
experience vicariously the presence of
God in the midst of this group of individuals of varying ages, professions,
ethnicity, from various regions of our
Diocese, but all sharing the same love
of Christ, of one another, and interest
in the well being of God’s Kingdom. We realize that, through both
‘thick’ and ‘thin’ we are still all brothers and sisters in Christ. This awareness, plus presentations such as those
mentioned by Lyndon in his article,
can diffuse the secularism, cynicism
and self-interest so often experienced
in everyday life, and show that the
Spirit is alive and well, and working in
the hearts of Anglicans. The ‘thin
place’ of Synod provides easy ingress
for the Holy Spirit.
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think that a cold bland Convention Room
could become a “Thin Place”?
For me, our convention centre became a Thin Place when we were privileged to have our Primate of All Canada,
Archbishop Fred Hiltz, join us this year
at our Synod and share some reflections
on his 11 years as the leader of our Canadian Anglican Church. Archbishop Fred
spoke of how we are leaders in bringing
together people with opposing views in
Anglican Churches around the world to
keep talking, and Bishop Linda and other
Anglican leaders are doing this for
Christians of various denominations.
Archbishop Fred spoke of the tragedy of
Human Trafficking and how Canada has
unfortunately become a centre of trade
for Human Trafficking around the world
and Fred encouraged us to learn and act
to end Human Trafficking. Go to this
link to learn more:
.
www.anglican.ca/issues/human-trafficking

Fred’s compassionately powerful
words of encouragement and challenge
broke open the convention room to let us
catch a glimpse of the Holy in a Thin
Place.
Later the Rev. Rosalyn Kantlah^nta’
Elm, Priest-in-Charge of the Parish of
Six Nations and Chaplain of Her Majesty’s Royal Chapel of the Mohawks in
Brantford, gave an impassioned plea to
continue the work of Truth and Reconciliation between all the Peoples of this
land that we are given by God. Rosalyn
shared her stories of discrimination as
did some other First Nation Members of
our church. This plea to overcome the
ongoing discrimination by implementing
the call of the United Nations through its
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples around the world made our convention room into a Thin Place once
again; a place where God through the
Holy Spirit was very close, was blowing
in our midst and pulling out of us the
compassion and empathy for a people in
our country who are still put down. I encounter people in our community of
London who still put down and who still
fear the First Nations people who are our
neighbours. Jesus, in his acts in the Gospel Reading from Mark (2:23-3:6), reminds us that it is always the right time
to feed and to heal; it is always the right
time to be generous, and to lift up those
who have been beaten down. In psalm
139 we exclaim that we are fearfully and
(Continued on page 13)
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Life of God given to us so that we can shine light in the darkness; the darkness of human suffering. We simply need to treat
all those whom we meet with respect and love because there is
always light and life, and every now and then we find ourselves in a Thin Place where that light and life are more visible, more real, more powerful.
As we encounter the many issues that need our compassionate attention we recall that we are committed to SHARE,
LOVE AND SERVE wherever we go. Being a Disciple of
Jesus Christ leads us to abide in God and opens us up to the
awareness that God abides in us as we work to transform the
world around us into God’s Kingdom of Love and Peace.
I invite you pray the prayer written for our Synod this year.

wonderfully made. We are all wonderfully made.
And at our Synod this year we shared our collective reflections and insights on Same-Gender Marriage; and these will be
brought to General Synod in July 2019 when our whole Anglican Church will vote a second time on whether or not to
change our Marriage Canon Laws to allow clergy to marry
Same-Sex Couples rather than just bless them after the fact.
Our own Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie was one of three people
who managed the process to gather this input from all in our
diocese who wanted to share their reflections and insights.
When we were hearing some of the reflections and questions,
and then listening to the loving and care-filled answers and
insights from our Bishop Linda and our Archbishop
Fred I felt like, once again, that the convention room
became a Thin Place, a place where the Holy Spirit Prayer Written for Synod 2018
was surrounding us and pushing us down the path in God of truth and freedom,
Hope and Love to be a people guided by truth and as we gather each Sunday to be your disciples in the Diocese of Huron,
compassion. We are a parish that has welcomed and we thank you for the gift of your word,
celebrated with people in Same-Gender lifecommitted relationships. So I invite you to reflect and its power to lead and guide us in all things.
and pray for the future of our church as we discern We ask that you would continue to teach us
the road ahead with compassionate conciliation for what it is to be a disciple of Jesus Christ in all that we are,
all as we journey together as Anglicans in Canada and all that we are becoming.
and in the Worldwide Communion.
Help us to be open to your Spirit,
We enter into the Prophet Samuel’s story mystified by the God who meets us in many places. We and to understand afresh each day
remember the words of St. Paul in his letter to the what it is to journey with you and to abide in your word.
church in Corinth almost 2000 years ago as he en- Loving God, who is above all and through all and in all,
courages us to Follow Christ by reminding us that we ask this in the name of your Son our Saviour.
we are wonderfully made as a clay jar that holds
immense treasure; and that treasure is the Light and Amen.

John Thompson’s Homily
(Continued from page 6)

who, in those times as in much of our
world today, were possessions. They
were far down on the social scale. They
suffered particularly from the Jewish
purity code. Menstruation made them
‘unclean’ and excluded from society for
many days each month – and if you think
that strange, one of the reasons advanced
in our time for excluding women from
ministry was that their menses would
render unclean the Eucharistic host.
And this woman had been continually unclean for 12 years! We know she
was poor and probably survived by begging. And the raising of Jairus’ daughter
also breached the purity code – to touch
the dead was to be rendered impure.
Our society has its own ‘purity
code’. Like Jesus’ disciples who were

oblivious to the woman, our purity code
simply censors out those who don’t fit.
The homeless man with all his belongings in a shopping cart, the beggar, the
aboriginal, the apparent drunk and even
those who just dress differently from us.

making friends. But each week, we
found ourselves looking forward to
meeting them again, to see what they
thought about the book, to share in
laughter, to gain a glimmer into their
lives in the jail and outside.

And yet they reach out to us. They
need to be touched. They need our healing power, which we here at St. John’s
most assuredly have.

We have found that in reaching out
to touch others, we ourselves have been
touched.

When we decided to start the book
club at the jail we had a sense that this
was something that Jesus would have
asked us to do – in fact, was asking us to
do. But we also had a sense that it would
be an adventure and that it might be fun.
In the back of our minds we probably had the hope that, like Jesus but on a
much smaller scale, we might change
lives. What we didn’t consider was that
we ourselves might be changed.
We didn’t know that we would be

So each week we leave the jail with
a sense of joy – and that is something we
did not expect.
But a month ago, on June 5th, when we
left the jail it was not joy we were experiencing. It was deep sadness for the
death of a friend, a bright and intelligent
human being with so much promise.
And we are still mourning him.
Note: the names of the inmates have
been changed.
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Summer Travels
by Parishioners
A Conversation with
The Primate
By Bob Hayman
In June of this year, for two hours, I
shared a most interesting conversation
with the Primate of the Anglican Church
of Canada, Archbishop Fred Hiltz.

It took place during a WestJet
flightfrom Toronto, Ontario to Deer
Lake, Newfoundland.
I was travelling with my son Michael
to visit my sister Molly, (15 years
younger than I and happily married for
50 years) to Martin Ware, a retired
Professor form Memorial University,
Cornerbrook campus. Sadly, my sister
had suffered severe strokes to both sides
of her brain, and had been a resident for
over two years a the new Long Term
Care Centre in Cornerbrook.
When we boarded the plane in
Toronto, we found ourselves sitting beside each other, but on opposite sides of
the aisle. Beside me was a couple, with
the male member’s face seeming
familiar, but I could not at first place
him. As I engaged his very friendly wife
in conversation and offered my business
card, it came out that I was good Anglican, whereupon she revealed that her
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husband beside her was none other than
Fred Hiltz, The Primate of the Anglican
Church of Canada.
Over the next two hours, we engaged
in a most interesting conversation about
the state of our beloved Anglican Church
in Canada. I recalled his visit to our
Parish some years ago, when he assisted
serving meals at our Saturday Night
dinner during a visit to our church., and
Michael was quickly able to produce a
picture he took of Fred and Frances
Reimer serving food to the guests on his
iPhone.
Fred recalled to me how impressed
he was with our Parish in providing such
a hot meal to so many, and having done
it for many years.
We then proceeded to discuss the
state of our Anglican Church. I
commented that our Parish was
struggling a bit now to keep our financial
heads above water. I reported to him that
we had begun a Capital Campaign, to
raise $1,700,000 for restoration of our
facilities .He inquired how it was going
and I reported what I knew, that visiting
was underway by teams of two
(including the Rector) making contact by
visitation to every Parishioner.
I told him in some detail what we
had to do, following the recomendations
in a comprehensive report by architect
Alan Avis for which we had paid some
$30,000.
We then engaged in quite a detailed

The Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo
By Michael Hayman
Do you like band music?
Large choirs? Military pageantry? How about acrobats,
highland dancers, bagpipes,
solo singers or instrumental
ensembles?
If you said “yes” to any or all of the
above, then the Royal Nova Scotia International Tattoo is the place for you. Dad and I
stopped in Halifax for this annual spectacle
on our return trip from Newfoundland,
where we had been visiting family in June.
Billed as the “World’s Largest Annual
Indoor Show”, it is truly a spectacular event
for all ages and entertainment expectations.
Think of America’s Got Talent, but on a
huge international scale, where every group
is excellent, including:
• The Scots College Pipes & Drums
(Australia)
• Cores da Bahia (Brazilian circus perform-

ers)
• Simba Zambezi Acrobats (Kenya)
• Royal Circassian Honour Guard & Silent
Drill Team (Jordan)
• Combined Police Force Band (Singapore)
• Air Force Band Münster & Team Airtime
Extreme BMXers (Germany)
• Marine Airforce Band
(North Carolina)
• Ukulele Ensemble
(Langley BC)
• The Stadacona Band of
the Royal Canadian
Navy, The National
Band of the Naval Reserve, The Royal Canadian Artillery Band, and
the Canadian Army
Military Band (Canada)
• And many more.
Don’t like an act?
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conversation about Church structures
general, and noting the fact that in most
parishes the main Worship space gets
used for onlyabout 4-5 hours per week.
He then told in some detail his
experiences as Bishop of Nova Scotia
and PEI. Many parishes have converted
their worship spaces into other uses, removing the pews and creating a warm,
dry, open area, which for 6 days of the
week was used by community groups for
meetings, concerts and even food
services. Portable seating (i.e. folding
chairs) were use to convert the space on
Sunday back for worship.
They would obtain rental money for
the use of the space which provided a
dry, heated area throughout the year.
It was a most interesting experience.
His upcoming retirement will be a loss to
our Anglican church.

Bob Hayman and the Most Reverent Fred
Hiltz, with his wife Lynne

Just wait five minutes and
another will follow right
behind.
PBS will broadcast this
2018 show 2019, as they do
each year.

The Massed Finale

Governor
General Julie
Payette was
sitting near us
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Pining for the
Fleshpots of Egypt

Greg Little and his wife Lorna Harris

By Rev. Greg Little
Greg Little and his wife Lorna Harris
are former members of our congregation, and active members of the choir.
Following Greg’s retirement from a
lengthy career in the Ontario Ministry
of Transportation, he enrolled at Huron College, completed his M. Div.
program, was ordained and posted to
serve as Rector of St James Parkhill,
from which he has since retired He
continues to post a weekly blog, an
excerpt of which is presented below.
Lorna and I took a short trip away
from the cottage this past week end. The
purpose of the trip was to visit St Mary’s
Anglican Church in Summerside PEI.
The Rector/priest-in-charge was a student in our Parish here a few years ago.
We had a positive experience worshipping there on Sunday which offered
us a choice of using the more modern
way of following the service on the
screen at the front of the church or using
the traditional way of having prayer and
hymn books. I chose the screen and Lorna chose the books. That is something I
may explore at another time. However, I
want to talk about our experience having
breakfast before the service.
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We had breakfast at the Starlite Café
and Dairy Bar in Summerside near our
motel. I was a trip down memory lane
with the café being a blast from the past,
specifically the nineteen fifties. The décor which except for its pristine state
could have been original. There was a
juke box consul at every table with appropriate song selections for 25 cents (on
reflection I don’t think a juke boxes
would have cost that much in 1950’s but
that’s a quibble). There were ads for
Fanta Orange and Grape sodas (we both
had forgotten about Fanta Grape). There
was the mandatory poster of Elvis in the
army and much more. There was also
two 1950’s gas pumps which neither of
us were old enough to have operated
back when they were new. I believe the
price for the gas was 67 cents a gallon
which was too high but still ridiculously
low by today’s standards. One source I
checked on-line (certainly not available
in the 1950’s) quoted the price at 18
cents a gallon which sounds more like it.
I would not have been surprised to see
the Fonz from Happy Days in the next
booth.
Memory lane was well travelled by
almost all of the customers being of an
age that would have grown up in the
1950’s and Lorna and I certainly enjoyed
reminiscences of the past. I think we
were both a bit nostalgic about those
times. They were idyllic in many ways
when fathers worked in jobs that supported the family and enabled us to live
a comfortable lifestyle and mothers
stayed at home raising the children and
you could go out and play in the neighbourhood with friends and not come
home until it was time for lunch or dinner. Who would not want to go back to
those times when everything was great
or at least seemed that way to those of us
lucky to be in the right circumstances.
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There is a great danger is longing for
our fantasies of what life was like and
wishing we could remake the world in
the image of our selective and distorted
memories. That was what the Israelites
experienced on their journey to the
Promised Land. They murmured against
the hardships of their journey with the
monotony of manna from heaven and the
pined for the fleshpots of their former
lives in Egypt with its security and familiarity. They conveniently forgot
about the hardship and cruelty they had
experienced under the slave masters.
Yes, the grass did look greener back
along the banks of the Nile.
Of course, they blamed Moses who
had (mis)led them out of Egypt. The hero had become the villain. It seems to be
our nature to look for someone who will
save us and has the answers to all our
problems. Someone who will point the
finger away from us and at the Other
who is the source of our problems. That
was what many followers of Jesus was
looking for; someone who would feed
their bodies if not their souls, someone
who would defeat the Romans; someone
who would cast out their demons and
cure their leprosy. However, his early
promise seemed to be a bust. The triumph of Palm Sunday turned into the
despair of Goof Friday. We are still hoping for someone who will take us directly to that triumph.
The nineteen fifties of our imagination never were but we are still looking
for someone to lead us back to the fleshpots of Egypt. The journey to the Promised Land is long and there are no short
cuts but the journey is worth it.
Those fleshpots never were that
good, were they?
Blessings on your journey.

The Biehns Visit AJ Finlay
By John Biehn
March 2018
We had a lovely visit with AJ her Toronto
condo in connection with our visit to our
daughter Janice’s to watch the Academy
Awards. The portrait of Terry was done in late
1980s. It’s a terrific likeness.
Editor’s Note: Terry was Rector at St. John’s
from 1968-1978.
John and Isabelle Biehn with AJ Finlay, and a portrait of Terry in the background
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Another year to Share,
Love & Serve
(Continued from page 1)

by the Roman Occupation. But at this
point in the Gospel story Jesus overcomes a mindset of judgmental favouritism - or was he just expressing the common attitude of his time so that he could
shock his disciples with a total aboutface? As followers of Jesus, we are
called to overcome this same mindset of
judgmental favouritism as well. We are
called to labour in love so that we may
show others that they all possess sacred
life - to labour in love so that all people
may know God’s love through having
enough to live - Something to consider
in our municipal elections. Who would
Jesus vote for?
In the Reading from the letter of
James we hear James, as the church
leader, clearly stating that it is the poor
in our world who are rich in faith. And
we are chastised for favouring the rich
one who walks in the doors of our
church over the poor one. This is one of
the basic motivations of Francis of Assisi. Francis turned over the expectations
of the church as he chose to become a
“Minores”, hence the name of his order
is “Fratrum Minorum.” We translate this
as “little brothers,” but it is much more
significant a name than we think. In
Francis’ day, in the 12th century, the society of Assisi in Italy was made up of
the aristocrats and the serfs. However,
economically, this system was being
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turned upside-down by the rise of the
merchant class, who were becoming
richer than some of the aristocrats and so
the merchants were buying out the aristocrats. Well, the aristocrats were called
‘Majores” or “majors” or the “Big
Wigs” - they were the ones with the
money and the power. And the serfs or
peasants and the beggars were called the
“Minores” or “Minors” or the “Little
People” - they were the ones who
worked for the big wigs or begged from
the big wigs, which wasn’t much better
than being a slave. Below the Minores or
Little People were the lepers and other
outcasts, the people who weren’t even
considered to exist. So, more accurately
translated, Francis and his band of brothers referred to themselves as the
“Peasant Brothers”, aligning themselves
with serfs and caring for the lepers - the
outcast - the people with no rights nor
any financial riches. Francis was called
to overcome a mindset of judgmental
favouritism - to labour in love so that he
might show others that they all posses
sacred life regardless of class or income
level.
A retreat house I was in once had
written on their chapel walls what were
called “The Seven Corporal Works of
Mercy. The Seven Corporal Works of
Mercy.” The physical work of the followers of Christ were clearly stated as 1)
Visit the Sick, 2) Shelter the Homeless,
3) Comfort the Orphaned and the Widowed, 4) Visit the Imprisoned, 5) Feed
the Hungry, 6) Clothe the Naked, and 7)

Homily by Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie
(Continued from page 11)

their own sins, the more interested
they become in the sins of others.
They seek to criticise, not to correct.
Unable to excuse themselves, they
are ready to accuse others. This was
not the way that David showed us
how to pray and make amends to
God.
“The less they concentrate on their
own sins, the more interested they become in the sins of others. They seek to
criticise, not to correct…” Do you know
anyone like that? I think that Jesus said
something about this once:
Why do you see the speck in your
neighbour’s eye, but do not notice the

log in your own eye? Or how can you
say to your neighbour, ‘Let me take
the speck out of your eye’, while the
log is in your own eye. You hypocrite, first take the log out of your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your
neighbour’s eye (Matt 7.3-5).
There is an important difference
between criticism and correction. Correction seeks to build up and comes
from a place of humility. Criticism seeks
to break down, to deflate and expose; it
comes from a place of selfishness or self
-aggrandizement.
We instinctively
know the difference between being criticized and being corrected when it happens, whether it is from a parent,
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Bury the Dead. Now when these Seven
Corporal Works of Mercy were stated in
the Gospels at the time of Jesus they
were all grave concerns. And today they
are still all needs in our society and in
the worldwide societies with whom we
share our global village. Are we doing
these things? These are physical, corporal actions that we can take in order to
be people who share, love and serve.
I know many in our congregation
spend time at these works of mercy on a
regular basis. And those who do probably know that these works are indeed
labours of love, that these works give
life. It is in these works that we can see
God and be touched by God. And so it is
that by overcoming a mindset of judgmental favouritism, we labour in love so
that we may show others that they all
possess sacred life.
May we be instruments of peace.
May we seek not so much to be consoled
as to console; may we seek not so much
to be understood as to understand; may
we seek not so much to be loved as to
love. May we labour in love so that we
may know anew the sacred life, divine
love and Holy Spirit that lives in each of
us, and so may we recognize God dwelling in one other, so that we respond out
of faith to become doers who follow
Christ.
AMEN.

Lyndon Tssf
Your Parish Priest

spouse, friend, or employer. Harsh criticism destroys; gentle correction empowers.
This is what Saint Paul means when
he writes to the Ephesians and reminds
them of the necessity of “speaking the
truth in love” as part of our duty, as
members of the Body of Christ, “to lead
a life worthy of the calling to which you
have been called, with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with
one another in love, making every effort
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace” and to grow up more
fully into Christ, who is our head (Eph
4.15, 1-2).
Remember the words of one of the
promises in our Baptismal Covenant:
(Continued on page 17)
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gation is warm and welcoming, and the outreach and community work is impressive.
St. John’s is once again becoming our home.

Coming Home-Worshiping from The Pew
By Fr. Bill White
Choosing to retire
was difficult. Let’s be
clear, Liesel and I really
came to love Trinity Lambeth, its people, its faith,
its hopes and struggles, its
love for us, even the wee
little building and pretty
cemetery, but at two and a
half years past the retire- Fr. Bill White
ment age expected in the
diocese, and this being after all, a whole second career, I was finding that I was tired of
the meetings, the paper-work, and the day-to
-day responsibilities of parish ministry. I
loved preparing and delivering my homilies.
I loved the human interaction. I still love
leading worship and I’ve had a few opportunities for that, but it was time.
The expectation in Huron is that retiring
parish priests leave the church to allow the
new incumbent to get feet on the ground and
build relationships. I read a quip somewhere
that in the church of Rome, the ultimate authority is the Pope; in protestant churches,
it’s the scripture, and in Anglican churches,
it’s the last rector, so it makes sense to get
that individual out of sight and out of mind.
So where to worship? After two wonderful years at St. John’s when I was a student here under the mentorship of Fr. Don
Ford, and having many friends still here,
where else? Our former home church was
Bishop Cronyn, but that’s gone, and we had
forged wonderful new relationships here
anyway, so... here we are. The music is
marvellous, the liturgy is strong, the congre(Continued from page 16)

Homily by
Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie
“Will you persevere in resisting evil,
and, whenever you fall into sin, repent
and return to the Lord?” Not “if” you
sin, when you sin … for we all do.

In the same sermon, Saint Augustine continues:
We should be displeased with ourselves when we commit sin, for sin
is displeasing to God. Sinful though
we are, let us at least be like God in
this, that we are displeased at what
displeases him. In some measure
then you will be in harmony with
God’s will, because you find dis-
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I’ve been blessed twice now, with the
opportunity to lead Thursday worship in the
absence of Lyndon, Stephen, and John, and
perhaps we can be of use in other ways in
the future. Liesel has expressed her joy at
reconnecting with old friends and at the exciting liturgies, and to be honest, it’s really
nice not to have the same level of responsibility.
Meanwhile, I’ve been blessed with the
opportunity to continue leading worship
elsewhere. I led Morning Prayer at the Embro Highland Games, and I’m still Padre to
the Lambeth Legion. Those who have been
around for a few years will be pleased to
know that I was able to cover for Rev’d Patty Dobbs-Luxton for two weeks when she
took her summer vacation, and I’m still conducting funerals, weddings (and bar mitzvahs???) so it’s good to continue as a priest
in the diocese.
Thank you to everyone at St. John’s –
old friends and new, for welcoming Liesel
and me back. Things do look different from
the pew, but you know, it’s been fourteen
years since we were able to worship together, and that’s been a recent blessing to us
both just now.
Bill+

Prior to being ordained an Anglican
Priest, Bill taught for 32 years, and retired as Principal of Princess Elizabeth
School in Ingersoll in 2004. He most recently retired as Rector of Trinity Anglican Church, Lambeth.
pleasing in yourself what is abhorrent to your Creator.

Just as the little rabbit turned with
confidence and trust and leapt into the
arms of the huntsman, so are we to turn
away from our sins and leap into God’s
outstretched and forgiving arms. With
a humble spirit and a contrite heart, we
are called to accept God’s unconditional forgiveness—for God is always
ready to receive us no matter what we
have done. No matter what we have
done. Leave behind your guilt, your
shame, and every other distorted emotion. These are sacrifices that God does
not require. They are just feelings, not
the truth of the matter. Do not let them
paralyze you. “A broken and contrite
heart” is all that is required.

The Most Reverend Terry Finlay, our former Rector (1968-1978)
and Bishop of Toronto, died of cancer on March 20, 2017 at age 79. He
is survived by his wife AJ, daughters Sara Jane and Rebecca, and 5
grandchildren.
The above book mark was submitted by Vonni Collyer. These
were originally available at Terry’s
memorial service, and Vonni thinks
of him whenever she reads.

God is love, as our patron Saint
John reminds us again and again. God
is love. And we can run to him, vulnerable and unafraid, and know that we
will be received with forgiveness and
kindness.
What holds you back? What is
pursing you, about to pounce and catch
you? Throw it behind you and fling
yourself into God’s arms.
Amen.
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Upcoming Events
Sunday October 14, 2018
Outreach 5k Fun Run
See details on page 18
Monday October 29, 2018 (1:00 pm)
Creative Drop-In
with the Mondays At One
See page 9 for details
Sunday November 4, 2018
All Saints Day
Baptism
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Passages

October 21 and 28
November 11 and 18
December 2,and 9, 2018
Pilgrim Course
After Church 12 noon to 1:15 pm
in the Meeting Room
See page 7 for details

MARRIAGE

Natalie Christine Blake
Sergio Daniel Lesik

August 25, 2018

Wednesday November 14, 2018
Bishop’s Friends
At Highland Golf and Country Club
Reception @ 6:00 pm / Dinner @ 6:30
See details on page 7
Sunday November 25, 2018
PWRDF Sunday
with the help of the Church School

Fun, Fellowship and Fitness

Sunday, October 14, 2018
By Susan Blocker
and Cory Davies
Please plan to participate in our
annual Outreach 5km Fun Run.
This event is a major and essential
fundraiser, primarily for our Saturday Night Meal Program and, also,
for other initiatives to support the Susan Blocker
less fortunate in our community.

R.I.P.

Charlotte Ann “Sally” Little

June 5, 2018

Margaret Rose Adair Turnbull

June 30, 2018

William Douglas Ashworth

September 7, 2018

See our website for all details
and entry forms.

To learn more about the event,
or to volunteer to help on the race
day, please contact Cory Davies or
Susan Blocker.

Some will compete to be first in their age categories; some will enjoy a leisurely stroll with family
and friends through beautiful Gibbons Park on a
Sunday afternoon. All are invited back to the church
hall after the “race” for pizza from Pazoons and an
awards ceremony with great prizes. Also, all participants receive a free t-shirt!
The race begins at
2:30 pm on Sunday,
October 14. Registration for the race starts
at 1:30 pm in the parish
hall. Registration forms
and posters are available in the church office
for those who wish to
pre-register and be eligible for the preregistration draw! You
can also donate via
Canada Helps.
Terence
Kernaghan, MPP for our riding, is also competing.

SJ5k 2017

