The Church of St. John the Evangelist

Banner
May 2018

It Takes A Village!
By The Reverend Lyndon
Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf
“It takes a village to raise a
child.”
I’m sure you have heard
the African Proverb quoted
many times that “it takes a village to raise
a child.” It also takes a whole congregation to nurture a new Christian, but this is
not something we are necessarily used to
doing. As our Church and culture transform we are called to share the Good
News of Christ’s Gift of eternal life and
divine love with people who have never

been to a church. Also, there are those of
us in our congregation who have attended
church all our lives without deeply exploring our beliefs and integrating the impact
of those beliefs on our lives.
Just the other day I saw a young boy
running down the street on the way to
school. He must have been around 6 years
old. He was heading down the road all
alone. My first reaction was, “He’s too
small to be going to school without an
adult walking with him.” But I remember
being in kindergarten and one day telling
my mother that she didn’t need to walk me
to school any more. I knew the way and I

knew how to cross at the lights. As I reflect further on going to school in my
younger days, I remember passing neighbours and waving as I walked by. I remember meeting up with friends along the
way. I remember being raised by a village. There were friends and parents everywhere whom I knew and with whom I
felt safe because they were friends of my
parents. I was raised by a village without
even knowing it. And the same kind of
thing happened when I went to church. I
was raised by a congregation. I knew almost everybody and I called the adults by
their first names even though my friends
called the adults Mr. or Mrs. So-and-so.
From an early age I remember being part
(Continued on page 15)

Share Love Serve
By Richard McLaren
Campaign Chair
Dear Fellow Parishioners
I thought it was time that I
say something given all the
banners around our church. As
you may have gleaned we are
Richard
in the midst of a 1.7 million
McLaren
dollar capital fund raising campaign. The funds are needed to restore and
keep up the fabric of the church buildings for
our current use and those who come after us
as those before us provided for our use.
You all have the campaign literature so I
will not dwell on that subject for long. But I
do want to draw your attention to the fact
that we have started our Ambassador Training as of the 30th of April. Twenty members
of the parish are being trained as Ambassadors. White Wing, an organisation we retained to assist the campaign, have conducted the training sessions. The Ambassadors
will make home visits to all our parishioners.

Members of the Campaign Committee have
been accompanying Rev. Lyndon on home
visits which will also continue. Aside from
the financial assistance we are seeking, these
visits have, and will, generate conversations
and connections between us that will be invaluable to all of us in knowing and understanding each other. I see that as a prime
benefit and not a mere collateral impact of
the process. It will cause us to grow as a
community and knit together.
I also wanted to let you know who are
on the Campaign Committee. Aside from
me as the Chair there is, of course, the Rev.
Lyndon Hutchison Hounsell assisted by Cody Barteet, Martin Baya, Kevin Bice, Erica
Brown, Rosiland Callard, Michael Godwin,
David Haak, John Howard, Warren Jones,
Rich Mann, Petey Noble, Sean Purdy, Jennifer Roy and the Rev. John Thompson. I
would like to thank all of them for each have
given considerable time and effort to the
Campaign. All the activities from the design
(Continued on page 15)

Campaign Prayer

Win Jette cuts the cake commemorating the Feast of St. John the
Evangelist Day on Sunday May 6.

God of Abundance, we are blessed by the richness and beauty of your creation.
Teach us to SHARE your gifts.
God of forgiveness, you made us in love.
Help us to extend that LOVE to all your creatures.
God of Compassion, we know you stand with those in need.
Give us the courage to SERVE them, and in so doing, serve Christ.
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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Memories

Life at St. John the Evangelist Parish
By Bob Hayman
I am very interested to have had
forwarded to me from Mary Lynn
Berthelet, our St. John’s Historian,
a review of items printed in the
Evangel for November 3, 1963,
which had recently been given to the
Church by an anonymous donor. She has forwarded
extracts from it, which are most revealing, chiefly for
me to read who, at that time, was a young active
member with my wife Anne, and parents at that time
to 3 young children. It was a challenge each Sunday,
a day off work, to get the family together and attend
church.
It is impressive that the Rector outlines in print,
portions of his Sermon for the day “How to Go To
Church”, detailed instructions as to how you should
approach worship...submission of our minds to a
power greater than our comprehension…it means
searching of one’s heart…it means in the quietness
one gets guidance from a higher “intelligence…
helping us to handle our responsibilities with a new
insight”.
Very understandable and explained so well.
Mary Lynn’s comments as printed in her submission
are correct: he was a wise, thoughtful and helpful
Pastor. (As the attached picture will show from our
wedding day, helping Anne to find the correct place
to sign in the Parish Register!)

November 3, 1963 - Evangel Excerpts
Compiled by By Mary Lynn Berthelet
Thank you to the anonymous giver
who recently donated a copy of the
evangel from November 3rd, 1963. We
were so very pleased to receive it, as it
was one we did not have, now one of 9 from 1963!
In 1963 we were celebrating our 75th Anniversary, having been dedicated as a parish in 1888.
Following is the information on the front cover,
which features a sketch of the bell tower:
 The Bishop of Huron was the Rt. Rev. G.N.
Luxton, and the Suffragan Bishops were The Rt.
Rev.s W.A. Townshend and H.F.G. Appleyard.

Children and Youth
Ministry Developer
Ilona Bevan
People’s Wardens
Erica Brown
Spencer Sandor
Rector’s Wardens
Cody Barteet
Marin Baya
If you wish to contact a
warden, you may do so
through the church office.
Church Secretary
Kate Drum

April 28, 1956 - Archdeacon Foreman with
newlyweds Bob and Anne Hayman

May 2018
 Our rector was The Venerable C.W. Foreman,

also listed as the Archdeacon of Middlesex.
 The Assistant was The Rev. J.T. McKibbon.
 The wardens were J.F. Sherlock, R.J. Lamon,
W. E. McIlroy, and J.E. Jennings.
 Lay delegates to Synod were Dr. A. B. Lucas,
G.W.H. Bartram (author of our 1st church history, copies available in the office), and C.C.
Johnson.
 Organist and Choir Director was Ivor S. Brake.
 Church Secretary was Mrs. John Hobbs.
The back cover lists the Board of Management
(now the Parish Council), 12 men, with one lady
listed as the women’s representative, Mrs. G. W. H.
Bartram.
Also listed are 23 other leaders, with their various and sundry positions, with only the unmarried
ladies listed with their given names.
Also shown are the 1963 financials. The budget is $48,657, including $12,112 for ‘missionary,
diocesan, and church extension’ work.
An invitation to fill in the attached form and
join St. John’s appears at the bottom.
In the Announcements, Rev. Foreman exhorts
everyone to attend the next Sunday service on November 17th, when the 75th Anniversary of the
church will be officially celebrated.
Everyone is also invited on the night of Monday, Nov. 4th, to a “Family Party and Dinner”
which will be hosted by the Stewardship Committee, at which time the plans for 1964 Campaign will
be shared.
Also included are excerpts from Rev. Foreman’s sermon that day, “How to Go to Church”.
“Often I have people say to me...”I don’t get
any inspiration or help from the service”. That is so
true... the reason is one gives so little of himself to
the actual worship of God. Worship is ‘Active Participation”- one doesn’t sit back in the pew and
criticize the service, the sermon, the music like one
would do at a concert or a movie. The whole image
of worship needs to be changed for many of us. We
come to meet God at worship. We kneel down,
after entering our pew, quietly and reverently, to
speak to God. What a joyous and exhilarating experience to meet God...to learn about Him and His
Way and Truth. The hymns and prayers, if one will
concentrate on the words, have a message in every
line and phrase for you and me. Good music and
good sermons can illuminate one’s life but no one
else can perform “our” act of worship. This is our
personal responsibility and privilege. Worship
means the submission of our mind and hearts to a
Power greater than our comprehension...it means a
searching of one’s heart....it means in the quietness
one gets guidance from a higher ‘Intelligence”. It
helps us to handle our responsibilities with a new
insight. Wait upon God and you will receive
strength, peace, love toward others, forgiveness and
courage for today and tomorrow.”
The 55-year old syntax is somewhat politically
incorrect, but is a standard reflection of the time.
The Rev. Foreman’s message is just as valid. What
is old is new again.
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Parish News
Neighbour Cleanup
From the Bishop Hellmuth Neighbourhood
Association website www.bishophellmuth.org.
Beautiful weather on a recent the weekend
facilitated a neighborhood cleanup by neighbors
large and small. A special thank you to counselor
Phil Squire and his wife, who won the “most
bags filled award”, and to Deacon John Thompson of St. John the Evangelist, for hosting all of
the participants in the church hall for coffee and
muffins.
Ruth Hodgins, Pat Knowles, Nancy Coups, Isabelle Biehn,
Eileen Collett, Petey Noble, Ana Thompson, Martha Calhoun, Wyn Jette

Monday’s @ One
By Petey Noble
We are delighted
to report the results
of the recent fund
raiser that we just
completed in concert
with the Outreach
Book Sale. Everyone
was happily successful.

Petey Noble
Our efforts over the
past year have allowed us to help out our
own parish - including help with the purchase of our AED and with books and
some extras for Ilona’s children and
youth programs.
Rev. John Thompson, Jim Hartley and Ana
Thompson offered hospitality for the neighbours.

We have made donations to Merry
Mount and My Sister’s Place.

Thanks go to the craft committee
and to all of the Parish members who
donated “product” (time and baking and
jewellery).
This past year, Monday’s @ One
created the very popular dollies that almost flew off the shelf.
* We made extras in case anyone
needs them for gifting or Christmas or
just plain mood management. Just ask if
you need one.
And, oh Yes - we have realized over
$1350.00!
THANK YOU ALL.
On your behalf we will do some
wonderful things with these dollars so
please keep on being a part of what we
all can do in SHARING with those in
need.

Palm Sunday Pageant
Sunday March 25, 2018. A wonderful presentation of the Passion of
the Lord according to Mark took place
at the morning service in which the
congregation was following along.
Congratulations to our Children
and Youth Ministry Developer Ilona
Bevan and the parish youth for putting
this together.

The roles were played
by the following:

 High Priest
—Sawyer

 Judas—Owen
 Centurion—Graeme
 Servant Girl—Janai

 Peter—Griffin
 Jesus—Kieran
 Bystander—Lathan
 Narrators—Victoria

and Hudson
 Crowd—played by
(Continued on page 4)
the whole
congregation

The artists gather for congratulations at the reception in the
Parish Hall after their performance

The Banner

4

May 2018

The UWO Choir

Outreach Committee

(Continued from
page 3)

 The spring food drive for Chippewa
of the Thames is currently underway
and will end on May 15

UWO Choir at St. John’s
The Parish welcomed a concert by
the UWO Choir at their 70th anniversary
Spring Concert on April 7, which was
enjoyed by many members of the parish,
the neighbourhood, and the Western University Community.

 (See pix food bags currently in
Baptistry on page 10)

Huron Church Camp

 Annual $2500 donation to Huron

Church Camp to honour our RENEW
Pledge. This being used to help with
infrastructure upgrades

Highlights from Parish
Council Meeting

Worship Committee

April 17
Capital campaign Notes

 Easter Sunday services ,which exceed-

ed 200 worshipers, held our own numbers from last year

 application made to Anglican Foun-

 Trinity Sunday on May 27 will be extra

dation for grant of $15,000

special as it will feature an Open House
following the service .In addition it
will be designated Friendship Sunday,
where we all are urged to bring family,
friends and neighbours to share our fellowship

 .Ambassadors” from the congregation
have been solicited

 .method of communicating current
results of Campaign to parish on a
regular were discussed

Sunshine Spotlight

 Evangel announcements, monthly

general email to congregation and
filling in of vertical bar graph on
south lawn

 Fund raising will extend until 2023
 225

households on Parish
Roll…goal is to
contact
each
one of these
during next 2
months

 The capital

Banner on outside wall

Fund donations
will be housed
in a dedicated
account
with
Libro
Credit
Union with the
balance reported monthly to

 Erica

Sign outside the St. James St. door

the Rector, Wardens and Parish
Council

 Our Parish Website should be updated to include information about our
Capital Campaign

Children and Youth
St. John’s reputation for growing a
superior children and youth is becoming
widespread in the Anglican community.

brought forth
starting a monthly
acknowledgement of
an individual who has
made a recent contribution of note deserving recognition

 thus month’s deserv-

ing recipient is Tina
Zinc Brawn whose
patient actions have
assisted us establishing
a direct on line payee
for contributions to St.
John’s. Bravo, Tina
and Erica for this new
income opportunity.

Erica Brown

Tina
Zink-Brawn

The Banner
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St. John’s Annual Book Sale
By Rev. Dr. John Thompson

2018 is when we finally got it right.
Each year we wait in fear and trembling, afraid that we’ve finally cleaned
out the bookshelves of all our parishioners. And each year we are overwhelmed.
The books start to arrive weeks before (despite our request to hold off until
the week of the sale). Then, minutes after the Deacon dismisses those gathered
for Sunday worship, Warren Jones and
his son head down to the basement. Retrieving particle-board planks, they lay
them across the pews flanking the centre
aisle (and across the ends of the pews on
the cloister side) and voila! We have
support for the boxes of books for sale.
In the meantime Ilona Bevan’s crew
of high-school volunteers are busy bringing up the books from the basement.

Book sorting begins,
and continues all week
as more books arrive.
Mary Lynn Berthelet
has already taped book
categories to the end of
the pews, and folks
drop in to spend an
hour or two (or more)
to put each donated
book in its proper box.
By Saturday morning we are set for the
crowd already gathered
at the parish hall door. Paul Berthelet
has his cash table set up on the chapel
steps and Ilona has two more volunteers
to direct traffic and neaten the boxes of
books as they are being pawed over.
There is a steady stream of book-lovers,
and books for every taste. It is a joyous
event, made more joyous by the ridiculously low prices for even the most pristine volume (a brand-new library edition
Random House dictionary went for less
than 25 cents a pound).
Then, promptly at 12 noon, the sale
was over and folks from St. Mark’s and
Parish of the Thames descended, scoop-

ing up all unsold books for their book
sales. Warren Jones and son returned the
planks to the basement, Paul Berthelet
counted up the takings ($750 and
change), and the church was ready for
worship the next morning.
And we’re ready to do it all over
again in 2019.

The Banner
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Parishioners In The News
Kevin Bice
Kevin was one of 39 artists participating in the 25th annual London Artists’
Studio Tour in April, which opened their
home art studios to tours by the general
public. He was interviewed by CTV London News in advance of the weekend’s
event.
Numerous St. John’s parishioners
were among those in attendance at the
opening night celebrations on Friday
April 20, where hostess Daphne Bice
contributed greatly to its success.

Among the St. John’s Tour visitors were John
Biehn, David Hall, Isabelle Biehn,
Steve McClatchie, and Bob Hayman
The man of the hour, Kevin Bice.

David Hall tickled the ivories for the
Artists’ Studio Tour’s guests

Kevin was interviewed on the
CTV London News

Pamela Rudd

Brice Hall

St. John’s has a media celebrity in our midst, as regular
listeners to CBC Radio’s London Morning will no doubt have
heard. Our own Pamela Rudd has been a regular call-in commentator to the popular morning show.

The son of David and Sara Hall, and
long time parishioner at St. John’s, Brice is
a Senior Producer/Designer of Multimedia
at the National Post .

Among the topics Pam has discussed are sightings of the
first appearance of snow drops in the gardens of St. John’s,
and an early morning woodpecker-in-a-tree viewing on
Proudfoot Lane.

David alerted the Banner that Brice had
been nominated for a National Newspaper
Award in the “Special Project” category.

Pam would be please to sign an autograph the next time
you see her!

Brice Hall

As reported by the London Free Press:
“Postmedia journalists were finalists in eight other categories,
including Jane Sims and Morris Lamont of The London Free
Press in the project of the year category for their epic, lifesnatched-from death series 27 Minutes, about a woman brought
back to life after a winter car crash into an icy pool of water
along Highway 401. Nominated with them was National Post
designer Brice Hall for his presentation of the project online.”
The project is available for viewing at
http://special.lfpress.com/27-minutes/

The Banner
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Homily for the Feast of St. John
By Rev. Dr. John Thompson
John 20:1-8
6 May 2018
Feast of St. John the Evangelist
John 20:1-18
1 Early on the first day of the week, while
it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed
from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom
Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid him." 3 Then Peter
and the other disciple set out and went toward
the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw
the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not
go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen
wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had
been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8
Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9
for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then
the disciples returned to their homes. 11 But
Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12
and she saw two angels in white, sitting where
the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the
head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to
her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She
said to them, "They have taken away my Lord,
and I do not know where they have laid him."
14
When she had said this, she turned around
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not
know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her,
"Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are
you looking for?" Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where you have laid
him, and I will take him away." 16 Jesus said to
her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in
Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher).
17
Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me,
because I have not yet ascended to the Father.
But go to my brothers and say to them, "I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God.' " 18 Mary Magdalene
went and announced to the disciples, "I have
seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had
said these things to her.
Today we celebrate our patron saint, St.
John the Evangelist and the Gospel he is said
to have written.. The passage from his Gospel
is brief, and it leaves out the very moving scene of Mary Magdalen’s encounter with our
risen Lord. However it does serve to mention
the most famous footrace in the entire Bible –
that between Peter and ‘the Beloved Disciple’.

We are assuming, of course, that John is
the Beloved Disciple, although that is never
spelled out.
But if there is any doubt as to why John
won that race, you have only to look at the
stained glass panels above the altar. On one
side is St. Peter, aged and burdened with two
huge and heavy keys, wearing a pair of clumsy sandals. On the other is St. John, youthful,
athletic, and barefoot.
A few years ago, when I was still in seminary, I was asked to name my favourite gospel. I couldn’t do it then, although I had a
preference for the two that mentioned the birth
of Jesus. The Gospels of Christmas and of
Christmas pageants.
But now, it is the Gospel of John, hands
down. John is a Gospel for adults – adults
who are willing to dive into the mystery of
God.
First, there is the prologue, the glorious
poetry of chapter one, which you can probably
recite with me from memory,
In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.
It goes on

The Eagle Has Landed
Excerpt from Worship Workshop
in the May 6 Evangel
By Bruce Tuck
Chairman of
Worship Committee
The symbol of John and of
his Gospel is the eagle—an
appropriate representation of the soaring
majesty of the words and concepts of this
Gospel. John views the events he describes from an ethereal height and endeavours to give us the all-encompassing
perspective of the eagle, thus causing us
to contemplate the universal significance
of the life, death and resurrection of our
Lord.

May 2018
He was in the beginning with God. All
things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being in him was life, and the
life was the light of all people. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it.
And it ends
No one has ever seen God. It is God the
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart,
who has made him known.
Genesis, as we’ve heard today, begins ,with “In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth …” And in so closely
following this in his prologue, the Evangelist
clearly asserts that Jesus was not only present
at the creation but that his personhood is indivisible with God.
John insists that, in Jesus – the Word –
we see what God looks like and what God
does.
There are many other wonderful things in
John. One that resonates with me is the scene
of Jesus’ last meal together with his disciples.
There is no bread and wine here. There is
only Jesus, kneeling before his disciples,
washing their feet.
We recreate this act every Maundy Thursday. Not all of us. In fact only a few come
forward, as if they had not heard Jesus’ words
to Peter, “Unless I wash you, you will have no
share with me.”
“I have set you an example, that you also
should do as I have done to you.”
Jesus is modeling servanthood.
This is what God looks like and this is
what God does.
If you have come forward, have had your
feet washed by another, and then washed
someone else’s feet, you will know how powerful is that experience.
We Canadians are uncomfortable in doing
this sort of thing. We much prefer to stay in
our own comfortable cocoon. And not just on
Maundy Thursday. We encounter a stranger
on the street and look away, rather than greeting with a smile and a ‘hello.’
One of the more striking stories John tells
is the story of the Samaritan woman at the
well.
There were all sorts of reasons why Jesus
should not have approached her, should not
have initiated the conversation. She was a
woman – in a time when women were definitely second-class citizens. She was alone.
And she was of a different faith, a Jewish heretical sect, one looked down upon by Jews.
Finally, as we learn, she was also a serial monogamist.
But again John shows us what God looks
like and acts like.
Without any polite preliminaries, Jesus
(Continued on page 10)
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AngelA’s story
By Tom Howes
I tutor a
Syrian refugee
sponsored by
the
church.
Angela is her
name and she
goes to high
school. Tina
organized Debbie and I to act as
tutors for Angela and her brother
Tony. Needless to say they are
both lovely kids.
Angela wrote a very moving
piece of prose which I have attached. When I asked her if she
would be interested in sharing
this she replied, “That’s why I
wrote it. To tell people about
Syria.”

By Tina Zink-Brawn
Angela
Adra has been
in Canada for
over a year.
She came to
Canada from
Syria with her
family, mom,
Omaya, dad, Nedal and brother,
Tony. Angela is in grade 11 and
Tony is in Grade 9. They go to
John Paul ll Secondary School.
Angela enjoys working with children and helps Ilona in our Sunday
school. Angela is also learning to
play the guitar.
Angela’s cousin, Walaa, her
husband, George and their two
children, Ilona and Ayla also attend St. John the Evangelist Church. Ilona and Ayla were
thrilled to find out their Sunday
school teacher’s name was also
Ilona!

By: Angella Nadal Adra
I felt tightness in my chest…I got up
and walked in the streets of London….I
sat in a place devoid of noise, like the garden… I meditated on the beautiful scenery
to relax that annoying thing inside me.
Suddenly, a young man sat next to me. He
said, “Do not be afraid, I just want to talk
to you… I will not do anything, do not be
afraid.” He asked me where I was from. I
said to him, from deep inside my heart,
“Syria”.
He smiled and said to me, “Welcome
my friend, will you talk to me about the
heartbeat of Syria?”
I felt the tear in my eye and said, “Of
course.”
“Syria is my mother. She has a good
heart and a broad hug….Syria is the
wounded mother bleeding blood every
day…Syria which opened its heart and
arms to all people…which did not set up
tents for the refugees who came to her
land but put them in houses reinforced
with dignity…made them her own people…allowed them to study in the best
schools…did not ask them their nationality before they came to live there.
But...after we developed a great civilization …they came; strangers from distant
lands…to uproot us from our land…to
make us strangers displaced in our own
country. They left
us and killed our
people and sold
our mothers and
left us homeless
with no place to
go…let us run
from place to
place…no one was
willing to receive
us…anyone who
saw us rejected us
and said to us:
“You are refugees.. do not move
to our land, we
have no place for
you…sit in the
camp. This is your
station, you do not
deserve
more…

Angela

you are Syrians, displaced.” We sat in the
camps…we died of starvation…we died
of cold…our fathers fell apart…our mothers cried…we fled and drowned in the sea
in order to go for a better life…Some survived and some died , lost in the sea.
Some of us, like me, have been helped by
some loving people and relatives to live a
better life here and we thank you because
you saved us from the difficult life we
lived.”
After my tears dried up from the multitude of tears and my heart was shattered
by the multitude of words...the man said
to me, “You must stop crying, crying is
not for you, but lift your head and be
proud of the greatness of your country and
of what it has given to the world and those
who came to its land. God knows, and
will help Syria and make it as beautiful
and great as it was before.”
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Silvia Clarke: Anglican, Artist, Code-buster
By Rev. Dr. John Thompson
David Wighton, who leads the Salt
‘n Peppers as they take their regular
turn serving the Saturday night hospitality dinner, was scrounging through the
Salvation Army thrift shop recently. He
came upon, and bought, a water colour
signed ‘Silvia Clarke’. A little research
on his part and he found there was a St.
John’s connection.
Actually, the St. John’s connection
is well known to several parishioners, in
particular Jane and Bill Dale and Daphne and Kevin Bice. The artistic connection – Silvia studied at Beal secondary
school with contemporaries including
Herb Ariss, Jack Chambers, and Kevin’s
father Clare – became much more.
When Daphne and Kevin’s daughter
Jennie was born, Silvia became her godmother.

Silvia was also a close family friend
of the Dales and, since she never married, often shared a meal with them –
and helped their son Mike learn to drive
in her little English car.
I met Silvia when I first joined the
medical faculty here at Western – she
worked in the Dean’s office. She was
the kind of person who connected easily
and I found her delightful. What I did
not know at that time was that during
WW2 she and her sister worked at topsecret Bletchley Park, the centre for
British ‘code-busters’ – her sister Joan
was the model for Keira Knightley’s
role in The Imitation Game.

Silvia Clarke holds her young
goddaughter, Jennie Bice.

Born in Cavendish, England, and
raised in a family of Anglican clergy,
Silvia emigrated to Canada after the war
and became a faithful parishioner at St.
John’s. She died almost 25 years ago, in
November 1994.

Wighton Water Colour
bought at the Sally Ann

Painting of St. John’s
hanging in the church library

By Jim Hartley

For those of you who like cryptic crossword
puzzles, and even for those of you who are not
familiar with them, here is a challenge.
Each of the following clues provides the
full name of one of our wardens (Cody Barteet,
Martin Baya, Erica Brown, and Spencer Sandor). See if you can correctly match them!

Still Life with Lemons,
which hangs over the sink in the servery.

The Hayman’s House (1990)
a typical house painting by Silvia

CLUE A: Mixed rice,
a forehead takes direction.
CLUE B: Casual medicine man goes back before unknown, gets skill in vegetable.
CLUE C: Sales venue in body of water adds
article.
CLUE D: Southern English currency, right?
Cody Barteet Martin Baya
Grit precedes alternative.
For congratulations, sympathy, solving tips,
or solutions, speak to John Thompson or Jim
Hartley.
If you can beat John’s solving time of 13
minutes, 45 seconds, the pre-service coffee
committee will buy you a free cup of coffee. (And also if you can’t.)
Stay tuned to this space for future puzzles!

Erica Brown

Spencer Sandor
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Outreach at St. John’s

2018 Spring Food Drive
By Dr. Rev. John Thompson
For at least the past ten years St.
John’s has held food drives, sometimes
once and sometimes twice a year. Sometimes the destination is the food bank at St.
Paul’s. There they can only hope to help
tide folks over for the next few days, until
the next paycheck or the monthly Ontario
Works deposit. More and more St. Paul’s
is seeing new arrivals – from Syria, from
Latin America in particular. They often
need more than the assorted cans and boxes we donate – hygienic products and powdered milk in particular – and so this year
the Outreach Committee sent them a
cheque for $2000 instead of the usual donations.

Homily for the Feast of St. John
(Continued from page 7)

simply says, “Give me a drink.” A demand
that leads to a conversation that is lifechanging for her.
When he speaks of ‘Living Water’ we
pay attention. And when she says to him, “I
know that Messiah is coming,” Jesus answers her, “I am he, the one who is speaking
to you.” She is the first to whom Jesus reveals his identity – a woman, an outcast, a
stranger.
Jesus, and John, encourage us to welcome strangers, to see them as brothers and
sisters. To share with them the Good News.
That is the Father’s will.
It took me quite a while, once I started
helping out at our Saturday night meal program, to get comfortable engaging with our
guests. But I learned, and discovered great
joy in doing this.
Let me tell you a story. I hope I don’t
come across as too self-satisfied.
Back in early April I attended a Lutheran retreat in Niagara Falls, at the Mt. Carmel
monastery. I’ve gone there for a number of
years with good friends, Lutherans, for two
days of worship, of workshops, of fellowship.
Mt. Carmel sits high on a bluff overlooking the old hydro plant just above the
falls, and on a nice Spring day, before the
leaves are out, you can look down and see
the cloud of mist hanging over the falls and
the famous rainbow.
This year, as I know you remember,
there were no nice Spring days in early
April. When I took a break from the retreat,
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years ago. For us, it is a tangible recognition of our need to reconcile with our First
Nations sisters and brothers. This year we
hope to deliver sixty large reusable grocery bags and, from the looks of the collection in the baptistery, we are well on
our way.
In addition to the bags of food, Outreach is sending $300 to the Chippewa of
the Thames food bank to fill in for essentials

Some of the Food Drive items
collected in the Baptistry

Our other destination – and the destination of this Spring’s collection – is the
food bank at the Chippewa of the Thames
community. There the population is different but the need is the same. Rev. Gaye
Whippey, of St. Andrew’s Anglican
Church in that community, provided the
link when we began the connection several
I walked down to the falls and then back up
the very steep hill that drops down from the
casino. It was cold, rain threatened, and it
was windy. I was looking forward to getting
back and a cup of hot coffee.
Just as I was catching my breath from
the climb I saw, not ten feet away, a man.
He was sitting on the sidewalk, leaning back
on a retaining wall. He was scrunched down
under a Blue Jays ball cap. Between his
feet, tucked up tight, was a McDonald’s paper coffee cup. He was holding a sign, “It’s
Real”.
I picked a 5 dollar bill from among the
20’s in my wallet, rolled it up in the cup, and
said, “So – it is real.” He said, ‘Yes”, and
then, “Thank you.”
I didn’t want to break off the conversation but I don’t know why my next words
were, “Where are you sleeping tonight?”
His answer was unhesitant, “I’ve got a hotel
room – 56 bucks a night.” He went on, “I
make enough here to pay for it.”
When in doubt, talk about the weather.
“Geez it’s cold,” I said, “I could sure use a
hot cup of coffee”. He rolled to one side,
pulled out his wallet, and offered me a
McDonald’s ‘frequent flier’ coffee card, all
filled out with stickers entitling me to a free
cup. “Take it,” he said, “I’ve got two more.”
Wow! My first reaction was to turn him
down. We Canadians are much more comfortable giving than receiving. But he meant
it. He saw someone who really wanted a hot
cup of coffee. So I hesitated. “How far to
McDonald’s?” “About a mile down there.”
And he indicated the direction exactly opposite to the one I was headed. I was off the
hook. I thanked him, but handed back the
card. “It’s too far. Good Luck!” And as I
left I saw a tall black man lean over and

drop a bill into the cup.
John insists that God is to be found in
each of us, and even if I don’t always act on
that I am always conscious of it. And my
Saturday nights at our hospitality dinner
have taught me that there is joy in taking
chances. So that’s why I approached him. I
wanted to learn something about him. I
wanted to connect to him.
I might have been self-conscious when I
put my money in the cup, but I was not selfconscious when I began to talk to him.
And what I discovered – as I know you
heard – was an individual just like me, trying fairly successfully to get by under difficult circumstances. An individual who was
in no way apologetic for the way he lived.
An individual who saw me for who I was
and who offered his generosity to me.
Just as God revealed himself to that
stranger at Jacob’s well, so was he present
when two strangers came together briefly in
Niagara Falls.
There’s a lot more in John, and I’ve
barely touched on it.
Toward the end of the gospel the Evangelist introduces us to third member of the
Holy Trinity, the one I feel I know best. He
tells us of the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, and
of Jesus’ promise to send her to guide us,
after he has ascended to the Father.
So if you ask me why I was so bold,
almost rude, when I spoke to that man in
Niagara Falls, I can only answer,
The Paraclete – and St. John – made me
do it.
Amen
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Looking Back
… Parish Visitor
December 2006

By H.R. Hayman
The recent news of the
blockage of the proposed
new oil pipeline from Alberta
wells to BC ports, caught our
attention with the arrest and
detention of Elizabeth May., Green Party
leader and MP for the riding of Saanich-Gulf
Islands BC, where she led a picket in protest
to our continued reliance on oil, whose production and use creates increased atmospheric
pollution.
She is a strong Canadian Anglican. In her
biography she expressed an interest in becoming an Anglican Priest.
Many St. John’s parishioners will recall
her visit to our Church to a Sunday service in
December 2006.At that time she was running
for office in the Federal London North byelection, representing the Green Party. During
her campaign here that year, she captured the
attention of many Londoners with her passionate view of the impending Climate Challenge facing us and what should be our response.
She was a most impressive speaker and
as a result of her campaign rallies in our riding, several St. John’s parishioners, who had
heard her speak, invited her to attend our
Sunday Morning service on November 19.
She did accept the invitation and, following the service, during the coffee hour she
mingled and chatted with Parishioners in the
Parish Hall. Pictures and brief story of her
visit that day below are taken from the December 2006 Banner.
She did not win the by-election seat, but
she recorded a very strong following, placing
2nd ahead of traditional Liberal and NDP
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candidates.
She subsequently continued her political
life and passion as leader of the Green Party,
campaigning for saving our Planet due to
Climate Change resulting from the continuing
increased emission of greenhouse gas pollution resulting from our reliance on oil and gas
as energy sources.
Increased and extensive publicity on her
challenge over the blockage of this Trans
Mountain
Pipe
line
has
taken place since her visit to London and our
Parish occurred.
The international community, including
Canada, has agreed with her position and has
set new GHG emission reduction targets for
all nations.
(see standards agreed to at the 2015 Paris
agreement where greenhouse gas emissions
would be reduced by 30% from 2005 levels
by 2030 where Canada and 194 other countries participated and agreed).
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Reprinted from the
December 2006 Banner
On Sunday November 19, 2006, St.
John’s parishioners were joined at their regular worship service by Elizabeth May, who,
as newly elected leader of the Green Party of
Canada, was running in the by-election of
London North Centre.
Elizabeth is a lawyer, has honorary degrees from two Maritime Universities and
has received the Order of Canada. She is a
committed Anglican and a member of the
Parish of St. Bartholomew's Ottawa, where
she teaches a Sunday School class of 9 to 11
year olds. She told Don Ford ”I got some
ideas from the young peoples’ presentation
this morning at the Intergenerational service."
While enjoying our coffee hour after the
service, several parishioners took the opportunity of meeting this remarkable woman.

The increased use of oil and natural gas
which produces greenhouse gas emissions
and will eventually run out, should direct our
increased attention to the development of
alternative non atmospheric polluting energy
sources such as wind, solar, .nuclear.
Why can’t we all agree on this particular
topic and work together to achieve these objectives on behalf of our children and grandchildren and their children!!
Our churches have a role to play here
A recent story in the Guardian includes
some pictures of how more than 400 English
churches have responded (see below for excerpt from story from The Guardian May
2016).

Bob Steele, Elizabeth May, Paul Petersen
and Peter Godwin

Question for St. John’s Parishioners…as
part of our. Current Share Love Serve building tomorrow together campaign:
Should we consider Solar panels
on our Church roof?

From The Guardian (UK) May 2016
The sunshine that illuminates the church’s stainedglass windows is also shrinking its carbon footprint
thanks to a 42-panel, 10kw array of solar panels on the
roof.
Melbourne parish church is one of hundreds of
religious buildings across the country to have taken the
pioneering step of installing solar panels, spurred on
by the twin aims of shrinking the building’s carbon
footprint and slashing electricity bills. The returns are
good, particularly for those churches that went solar
prior to the Government’s 2012 decision to reduce the
tariff paid to generators who sell surplus energy back
to the National Grid. The latest figures from
ChurchCare – the Church of England’s division that helps churches look after their buildings – show that over the past decade, 376 of its churches, halls, schools, vicarages and
even a cathedral now have photovoltaic panels and are generating thousands of pounds.

Elizabeth May with Graham Bieman

Elizabeth May, John Howard and
Nicole LeRiche
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Homily by Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie
By The Rev’d Dr.
Stephen McClatchie
Sermon Preached at St.
John the Evangelist by
The Revd Dr. Stephen
McClatchie
22. April 2018, 08.00 &
10.30
Today the Church celebrates Good
Shepherd Sunday, so named because of
the passage that we have just heard from
the Gospel of St. John. It has been read
for centuries upon centuries just after
Easter:
I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. … I know my own and my
own know me, just as the Father
knows me and I know the Father. And
I lay down my life for the sheep.
The image of Jesus as the Good
Shepherd is a familiar and comfortable
one and ovine allusions permeate both the
Old and New Testaments. Israel and its
people are sometimes compared to shepherds and sometimes to sheep—as, for
example, in Ezekiel, referring to the people of Israel being scattered during the
Babylonian captivity. The psalms and the
prophets often express Israel’s longing for
a shepherd to care for the people and to
lead them, although sometimes they also
refer to false shepherds who destroy and
scatter the sheep.
In the Gospels, Jesus presents Himself as the true shepherd of Israel and on
the night that he was betrayed explicitly
applies to Himself the prophecy of Zechariah: “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written, ‘I
will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of
the flock will be scattered” (Matt 26.31;
cf. Zech 13.7).
I don’t know about you, but I cannot
help but thinking of another canonical
and prophetic text at this point: “If you
strike me down, I shall become more
powerful that you can possibly imagine.”
Anyone recognize that? That these are the
words of Obi-Wan Kenobi in the first
Star Wars film does not make them any
less applicable to Jesus Christ. For that is
of course exactly what happens, as He

prophesied: after His arrest and trial and
crucifixion, almost all of His disciples
fled and abandoned Him, but then, after
His resurrection, in the wonderful stories
that we have been hearing again these
past weeks, the Risen Christ, the Good
Shepherd, gathers them together afterwards: in the garden, on the road to Emmaus, in the Upper Room, and on the Day
of Pentecost—leading them, and us,
through death to the path of life.
The familiarity of the image of the
Good Shepherd as well as the familiarity
of these stories—their sharp edges worn
smooth for many of us after years of
churchgoing—can blunt their impact on
us, like landmarks we pass by daily without really noticing them. There are two
Good Shepherd windows here at St.
John’s. Do you know where they are?
One, dedicated to Archdeacon Foreman, is in the south vestibule at the back
of the church. The other one, however, is
right in front of you above the high altar.
The Risen Christ, the wounds of the nails
still visible in His hands and feet, carrying a shepherd’s crook and cradling a
lamb in His arms. There is a branch of a
thorn bush caught in the fleece of its
flank. So many allusions! To the ninetynine and the one, for example: Jesus’ parable about how a true shepherd with a
single lost sheep will leave the rest of the
flock in search of it and will rejoice more
over the one found. And also to the story
of Abraham and Isaac, the Old Testament
type that prefigures the crucifixion.
The left-hand panel depicts St. John
the Baptist, likewise carrying a lamb in
his arms, which is identified in the banner
un-scrolled around the staff in his right
hand: Behold, the Lamb of God. The
Lamb who takes away the sins of the
world. And this in turn points toward the
Resurrected Christ, the Lamb on the
throne in the Book of Revelation. The
middle window on the south side of choir
depicts this. If you haven’t noticed this
window before, come up after the service
and have a look. See how the Lamb bears
a red-and-white banner that has been used
for centuries to depict the resurrection.
Jesus is very aptly portrayed as both
Lamb and Shepherd above the high altar
where the Eucharist is celebrated every
Sunday. An altar is for sacrifice and in
Christ’s unrepeatable “one oblation, once
offered, “ He is both the one offered as
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sacrifice for sin as well the one who
makes the offering as our great High
Priest. As God, He is the one to Whom it
is offered and as Man He is the one it is
offered for. Such rich allusions!
In thinking about Jesus as the Good
Shepherd, we have inexorably been
drawn towards the altar and the Eucharist.
I want to repeat the gesture, more briefly
this time, by thinking about another familiar and comfortable text: the 23rd
Psalm, possibly the best known of all the
psalms. It is, of course, another example
not only of the metaphor of the Lord as a
shepherd tending His flock, which is
found in numerous places in the Old Testament, but also of the Old Testament
prefiguring Christ. Many of you could
probably recite it from memory…
But have you ever considered the
psalm from a sacramental point of view?
Because it clearly points toward the two
sacraments instituted by Christ: Baptism
and Eucharist.
“He leads me beside still waters; he
restores my soul.” Or “converts my soul”
in some translations—which is exactly
what happens to us in baptism. In the still
waters of the baptismal font, our souls are
restored, converted, made regenerate, free
from sin. St. Cyril of Alexandria makes
the connection between the green pasture,
the water, and baptism explicit: “The
place of pasture is the Paradise from
which we fell, to which Christ leads us by
the water of rest, that is, by Baptism.”
St. Cyril, like many of the Church
Fathers, interprets the entire psalm as a
prefiguration or prophecy of the New
Covenant.
And what of the table, prepared before me, and the overflowing cup? What
else can be meant except for the Eucharist? Certainly we are to understand the
cup as being filled with wine, as befits a
banquet; and its overflowing with the
blood of the grape suggests sacrifice,
blood poured out. “Your inebriating chalice, how wonderful it is!” was a recurring
reading in the Greek manuscripts of the
Old Testament for the line we know as
“my cup overflows.” That we use real
wine is essential: we are invited to “drink
this and be filled with the Spirit, dream
dreams, see visions” (Lizette LarsonMiller, “Eating and Drinking Salvation
and its Story,” Holy Cross Lecture, Huron
University College, September 2017). But
it is a sober inebriation, as St. Gregory of
(Continued on page 13)
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Reflections of Our Retired Bishop’s Wife
By Bob Hayman
A recent visitor to our Sunday
service was Diane Dance, a member
of the Hampson family, long time
faithful parishioners at St. John’s,
and friends and close neighbours of
our family for many years. When Anne and I
needed a sitter for an evening out to the movies,
we were lucky if we could get Diane Hampson to
take on this role. Our children, and the sitters
have all “grown up” - our need for their services
has disappeared.
I had lost touch with Diane and was very
happy to briefly reconnect with her at a recent
Sunday service at St. John’s where she had been
sitting alone. Her husband, Rt. Rev. Terry Dance,
recently retired as Bishop of Huron Diocese
(although I don’t think the clergy can ever completely retire), and was a former curate at St.
John’s under our former rector Rev. Terry Finlay.
I enjoyed very much briefly re connecting and I
found myself asking her if she could write a brief
note about her life experiences for our upcoming
May Banner. She allowed me to take her picture
and has very kindly replied as per the story below
at right. We are so fortunate to have such family
examples to follow as Terry and Diane.

Homily by Revd. Dr.
Stephen McClathie
(Continued from page 12)

Nyssa writes:
In giving it the wine that rejoices
man’s heart, Christ produces in the
soul this sober inebriation which raises the dispositions of the heart from

By Diane Dance
After a recent Sunday service at St. John’s, Bob
Hayman invited me to reflect on my life with Terry
and his work as a bishop working in the Diocese of
Huron.
It has been a privilege for me to be welcomed in a
wide variety of parishes, urban and rural, in Huron,
across Canada, in the United States and South Africa. I
have been in conversation with many people, young
and old as we share our faith journey through the liturgy and bible study. Many have shared the joy they feel
in being part of the wider church, our Anglican Communion. Common concerns regarding the decline in
attendance, property maintenance, church closures and
the absence of youth are issues facing us all.

Diane Dance

Since Terry’s retirement we have had the opportunity of sharing contextual bible study (led by Terry)
in many communities in Huron. It is readily apparent
that there is a thirst for knowledge about the bible and
Rt. Rev. Terry Dance
a hunger to reclaim our story. Contextual bible study
provides lots of opportunity for discussion as we strive to reimagine and
redefine our future. There is broad consensus that our institutions are far less
important than God’s mission. We need to once again become a movement
for transformation and justice for all God’s children. What began as a nonviolent movement to heal God’s broken world can ill-afford to fade away
because we are focussed on the wrong things.

passing things to what is eternal;
“And my inebriating chalice, how
wonderful it is.” He, indeed, who has
tasted this inebriation, exchanges that
which is ephemeral for that which has
no end, and lives in the house of the
Lord all the days of his life.
Once again, we are led by the Good
Shepherd to the Altar where He will feed
us and we shall not want. In a few mo-

ments, strengthened by His Body and
Blood, may each of us be able to say
fervently in our hearts: “surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life.” And, like Elijah, let us then,
“in the strength of that food” (1 Kings
19.8), go out into the world bearing
Christ within us and showing Him to
everyone we meet.
Amen.

From the Archives
1975 St. John’s Auction
The most sought after item at that
year’s Silent Auction was when our then
Rector, Rev. Terry Finlay (left) offered
to give the rights to shaving off his
moustache to the highest bidder.
Well known local radio personality
Bill Brady (right) was the auctioneer at
that historic event.
Thanks to Terry’s wife A.J. for submitting this photo from her collection via
Vonni Collyer.
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St. John’s Jubilee Grant Proposal
By Ilona Bevan
Children and Youth
Ministry Developer
This past March, the Diocese asked for proposals from any church in the diocese of Huron
who had an idea for building community and
creating new relationships while proclaiming
the Gospel. They will be offering Jubilee Grants (a small financial boost between $500-5000) for successful applicants. In
addition to writing an initial two page detailed description of
the proposed idea, members of each parish “pitched” their ideas (think “Dragon’s Den”) for 10 minutes in front of a panel of
judges and answered questions specific to their project.
They were looking for missional projects grounded in the
unique context of each community.
Lay leadership throughout the project—including the “pitch”-- was
strongly encouraged.
With this in mind, Annett Filler
(congregational member), Jade Wei
(community youth volunteer from
Central High School), and I proposed an idea that could utilize and
share the creative talents and beautiful space of St. John the Evangelist
to the wider public.
Based on the success of last
year’s Canada Creates! Art Series
(Canada Summer Jobs Program),
we proposed to offer programs like
those offered last year on a more
permanent basis under the banner
of, “St. John’s Creativity Centre”. When possible, our programs would use our sanctuary, nave, cloister, and chapel
space and our outside lawns.
Thanks to the hard work of our summer students last year,
we witnessed how creative activities provide joy, foster a sense
of community, and how the arts can be used to deal with complex social justice issues. During the series, faces of those
waiting at for the community meal lit up at the prospect of
painting rocks at our pop-up outdoor art station. A cast of
teens, young adults, and seniors eagerly took part in a drama
production detailing Canada’s past. Strangers gathered to make
music on our front lawn in our outdoor cafe and evening ves-

Be bold, be creative and – apply for a Jubilee Grant!
Ad from the Diocese of Huron
In October Diocesan Council
set aside a portion of the Huron Development Fund for
Jubilee Grants offering parishes some seed money for
new ideas. First applications
are to be received by March 9,
2018.
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pers. New friendships formed while making mini-kites at London's 100 in 1 day, and in the fall, children enjoyed the fun and
freedom of Family Create Night. The Jubilee grant would enable us to build on last year’s successes and provide a more permanent visible outreach umbrella under which more creative
events can take place.
Last summer’s Arts Series also produced some unexpected
side effects. Teens from high schools all over the city started
volunteering at St. John's in these creative initiatives. They often comment on how much they love volunteering at St. John’s
because of the safe and sacred space it provides. Their comments are a testimony on how special it is to provide a creative
space for members of our community. We’d hope to continue
to attract young participants in future programming and asked
for a seed grant of $4000 to supply the necessary equipment,
supplies, and resources to build on last year's successes and
establish a permanent centre.
Here is how we anticipate the Centre’s mission unfolding:
The St. John’s Creativity Centre
Purpose: is to foster a sense of community, well-being, and divine wisdom through the transformative and
inspirational power of sacred space,
contemplation, and the creative arts.
Location: events would encourage
and enhance the use of the church’s
various sacred spaces: pollination
gardens, the church chapel, cloister,
baptistery, sanctuary, nave, “Upper
Room” studio, study/library, and
community kitchen and dining hall.
Programs: Two sample beginner
programs the Centre would offer:
1) August 27-31: A “Mini-Monk
Kid’s Camp” –an exploration of ancient monastic traditions designed especially for kids. A unique day camp held
in our cloister, chapel, church kitchen, and gardens offering sacred story, music, art, prayer, cooking, gardening,
and a community service project.
2) Dates TBA: An “Artist’s Rule 12 week Retreat” for adults
– a weekly book club with creative and contemplative exercises inspired by monastic tradition.
Please keep St. John the Evangelist in your prayers. St.
John’s is one of 13 applicants in the running to receive a Diocese of Huron’s Jubilee Grant. We hope to have good news to
share with you should our proposal be successful so people of
all ages can discover the beauty and creative space St. John’s
has to offer.
MAY 27th: TRINITY SUNDAY is a great time to come
with a couple of friends!
Show your friends that you care about them by inviting
them to our Trinity Sunday worship service and Friendship
celebrations afterwards. We’ll offer an lovely intergenerational
craft activity on the lawn and special treats too with a keepsake
prayer card for your friend.
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Pilgrim Course
Rev. Dr. Stephen
McClatchie
In terms of the Pilgrim course, we have
worked through the first
two books, each of
which was done over 6
sessions (so 12 in total).
The first focused on our Baptismal
Promises and the second on the Lord’s
Prayer. Throughout the sessions, all participants—including the clergy leaders—
shared personal thoughts and stories about
their faith. In order to allow ourselves to
participate differently, Lyndon and I took
turns leading the sessions (more facilitating really). We are committed to continuing with the course over the next few
years.
This fall (dates TBA) we will begin
book 3 on the Commandments, and
Book 4 on the Beatitudes.

It Takes A Village!
(Continued from page 1)

of a safe and caring community. I learned
that it does indeed take a village to raise a
child, and it takes a whole church to raise a
Christian.
As I reflect on seeing that young boy
running to school the other day, I have paid
a little more attention to the community and
city in which I live. I know there are social
problems and some criminal activity in our
various neighbourhoods, but I still feel relatively safe going for a walk in my neighbourhood. As I come to know more and
more of my neighbours, I feel more and
more safe. The first step to becoming
neighbours and friends is introducing ourselves to one another. And the better we
know one another the more we will likely
care about one another. This is something
that is happening as peoples visit one another in our congregation to talk about the
SHARE-LOVE-SERVE Campaign; a campaign that can guarantee that our beautifully inspiring building will be here to provide
a place for us to sing and pray, and to share
with those who need a place to meet. When
we know one another we are more likely to
help and support. When we know one another we become a village. We become
smaller communities within a larger city.
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Ali Callard
The structure of this
course, with its balance
of contemplation and
discussion, was a wonderful way to deepen the
Christian journey.
I
deeply appreciate the
time that our priests took to share the
journey along with us, and look forward
to the next components.
Fred Munn
Some thoughts on
the Pilgrim Course:
The Pilgrim course is
based on a series of short
books published by the
Church of England, each giving rise to
several discussion sessions. The word,
“course”, may sound academic, but these
sessions are quite relaxed (at St John’s,
anyway), with no previous required reading. Although each book has an overall
theme, e.g., “The Lord’s Prayer”, the sessions can more or less stand alone, so it’s
quite possible to participate even if you
I’m sure many of you have similar stories. I invite you to take a moment to reflect back on the times in your life when
you have helped to care for another person’s child or someone else has helped to
care for the safety of your child. Think of a
time when you have helped a neighbour or
a neighbour has helped you. As you reflect, try to think of neighbours who can
use your help today. I encourage you to
offer this help, if you can, so that we can
become more of a village of neighbours
loving neighbours. Just because the world
around us seems to have changed over the
last few decades does not mean that we can
no longer be helpful and compassionate
neighbours. We have the power to share
God’s love and compassion everywhere we
live, everywhere we go with all whom we
meet. We can change the world one act of
kindness at a time, and by doing so we will
become evangelists sharing the love of God
in service to our neighbour.
May the light and wisdom of the Holy
Spirit fill us anew this Pentecost inspiring
us to love our neighbour as God loves us.
Amen.
Peace and Every Blessing,

Lyndon Tssf
Your Parish Priest
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can’t attend all of them, or if you start
late—I missed the first session or two
when they started. At various times,
Lyndon, Stephen, and John all facilitated
sessions, and they were very successful in
encouraging real involvement. Discussions were lively, often touching on matters of personal relevance; on the other
hand, anyone feeling reticent would have
been under no pressure to speak. (I
guess—I don’t often feel that way.) I
think we all enjoyed the experience and
gained from it; I know I look forward to
the next series.
Pamela Rudd
Tony and I both attended
the
Pilgrim
course.
We enjoyed
it. There was lots of
discussion among the
people who attended. The course itself was informative and
thought provoking. We are looking forward to the next Session in the Fall.

Share Love Serve
(Continued from page 1)

of the logo to the Campaign prayer and literature have sprung from the creativity of these
individuals. At the risk of failing to mention
somebody or activity I did want to say a special thanks to Kevin Bice for all of his creative artistry; Michael Hayman, Kate Drum
and David Haak for managing the financial
logistics and the indomitable Erica Brown for
providing the royal jelly that keeps us all
stuck together working hard and on track;
without her, we would not work nearly as
effectively.
The progress to date is good and we are
working to meet the target. To assist our
campaign we have approached nine foundations for grants. More applications and approaches will be carried out under my direction in the coming months. I hope to have a
really positive update announcement in July.
My best wishes to all and thanks to the
Committee and each member of the parish.
— Richard McLaren

The Banner

Upcoming Events
Saturday May 12
Mother’s Day Give Initiative
concludes by Ilona’s Volunteers
Sunday May 13
Mothers’ Day / Rogation Sunday
Blessing of plants and seedlings
Tuesday May 15
Parish Council meeting
with White Wing rep. in attendance
Spring food drive for Chippewa
of the Thames ends

16
Sunday May 27
Trinity Sunday / Friendship Sunday
Open House following Service
Sunday June 3
Pot Luck Luncheon
for St. John’s Women
Presentation of Award to
Woman of the year
Sunday, October 14, 2018
2018 5K Run and Walk
Save the Date for
Fun, Fellowship and Fitness

Former
Parishioner
Remembered
By Rev. John
Thompson
Spurred on by an enquiry by Bill and
Jane Dale, I went in search of Patti
Squires. I found her obituary on-line.
It strikes me that there a good many
people at St John’s who remember
her
Excerpts from Patti’s Obituary

From the Archives—Do You Remember?
December
2009
Banner
report on
the Four
Tenors and
a Real
Musician
Bob
Hayman,
John Biehn,
Fred Munn, Kevin Bice and David Hall. According to the
Banner reporter, “The tone was set for an evening of fun
and fellowship thanks to their brilliant performance!”
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Passages
MARRIAGE
Brad Pemberton and
Amanda Flint
April 28, 2018
R.I.P.
Hewett Littlejohn
March 6, 2018
Helen Lorraine Shuttleworth
March 15, 2018

Patricia Squires October 13, 1934 May 31, 2017 In Ottawa on Wednesday, May 31, 2017, Patricia (McBane)
Squires. Predeceased (May 11, 2011)
by her husband, Dr. Bruce Paul
Squires. Mother of Patti, London, On,
and Bruce (Joanne Kennedy), Ottawa.
NC.
Graduate of Williams High School, Burlington, and cum laude (Phi Beta Kappa) alumnus of The University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. Retired textbook editor, Harcourt, Brace World,
New York.
Logophile, bibliophile, audiophile, botanophile, anglophile, thalassaphile,
ornithophile, ailurophile, and Christian.

