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4 Feb 2018 (Isaiah 40:2131 • Mark 1:29-39)

- by The Rev. Lyndon HutchisonHounsell Tssf
The Past Year
The Prophet Isaiah reminds us today
that our God is the Creator of the ends of
the earth. Our God does not faint nor
grow weary. Our God gives power to the
faint, and strengthens the powerless.
Even though the challenges of life may
cause the young and strong to faint and
grow weary and make the young to fall
into exhausting despair, still our God
shall renew our strength, and we shall
mount up with wings like eagles. We
shall run and not be weary. We shall
walk and not faint. These are greatly
encouraging words that bring us to this
130th year of our
parish, and these
words can carry us
into the future.

This year we’ve seen some numbers
grow as Sunday attendance has increased
by almost 10%; yup, you read that right,
for the first time in over 10 years you are
showing up here more and there are more
of you showing up. Faith is increasing.
We’ve seen some members increase their
financial generosity to support the important work that we do to feed people,
both spiritual food and physical food.
We’ve had to say goodbye to some of
our long time members, and we’ve welcomed 11 new households, 26 new members of the Body of Christ. This is awesome. It is so great to have new people
in God’s family; new members from so
many different places who have gifts and
stories to share.
There are encouraging signs as some
have worked on articulating what God is
calling us to do in study groups and in
the Capital Campaign Committee and on
Parish Council. And last Lent we immersed ourselves into gaining a better

way that requires us to journey through
the challenges of our past hurts; a way
that calls us to forgive; a way that calls
us to respect the dignity of all people and
the whole earth.
Our Deacon John Thompson continues to put in front of us the needs of the
world, both locally and globally, and so
we continue to discern how we can help
with more effective solutions to reduce
poverty in our city. Each week around
500 people use our building as part of
groups that support their health and development; groups like Alcoholics Anonymous, book clubs, Girl Guides and
Scouts, along with our many meal guests
who join us every Saturday Evening for a
free supper. Your gifts of time, talent
and treasure make you the Body of Christ
working in the world; you bring the
Peace of Christ to those in despair. And
for that we give great thanks to God.

Thank you to our Churchwardens,
for their commitment of time, energy,
encouragement, guidance and insight
over the past year to everyone here. Our
churchwardens
have done a careful, and sometimes challenging,
job of bringing us
This past year
to where we are
we saw wonderful
today.
The
growth in our chilChurchwarden’s
dren’s
program
job is not easy,
under Ilona Bevand we all need to
an’s
leadership.
give them our
We’ve had to split
prayers and supfrom one classport each and everoom into two for
Vestry Meeting Head Table: Fro m left: Mary Lynn Berthelet (Vestry Clerk), Sean Purdy
ry day.
Thank
the first time in
(outgoing People’s Churchwarden, Rev. Lyndon Hutchison-Hounsell (Rector), Petey Noble
you to all the
many years. Ilona
(outgoing Rector’s Churchwarden), Cody Barteet (Deputy Rector’s Churchwarden, Erica
committee chairhas recruited severBrown (Deputy People’s Warden)
persons and group
al high school volleaders; to Kate
unteers, some of
our Parish Adwhom are learning about the Christian understanding of the history of the First
ministrator;
Derek
our
Custodian; Allan
faith for the first time. Wow! Under the Nations who live in this land that we call
our
Director
of
Music;
Ilona
our Children
direction of Dr. Allan Bevan we’ve seen home. Some entered into the Blanket
and
Youth
Ministry
Developer;
Stephen
our choir grow with new members work- Exercise and others met with guest
our
Priest
Assistant,
and
John
our
deaing to sing in harmony to lead us all in speakers to learn more about the truth of
con.
These
leaders
do
so
much
to
faciliour praise. All this contributes to one of how settler peoples have lived with the
our primary purposes, which is to nurture first nation peoples of this beautiful land. tate our prayer and service in the world.
faith and sing praises for the love and Now, hopefully, we are more committed
Also, thank you to the Venerable
grace that God grants us each and every to working for reconciliation as evange- Mickey Chovaz, our beloved honorary
day. And our prayer and song have lists of the Good News of God’s Love assistant, who, while he is no longer able
grown our church and inspired us to and Healing. The Grace of God calls us
(Continued on page 2)
serve the world.
to follow Christ into the Way of Life, a
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Memories
Life at St. John
the Evangelist Parish
By Bob Hayman
The arrival in 1958 of Rev.
Terry Finlay as our new Rector,
following the retirement the faithful Archdeacon Foremen, was a
stroke of good fortune for those of
us in his age group. We had three
young children, and the arrival
Terry and his wife Alice Jean (AJ) and their two
young girls we readily welcomed him as a breath
of fresh air to our large but aging Parish. Jud
Purdy’s Book Bright the Vision gives a complete
history of those very impressive 10 years that he
was with us.
Each of us who were parishioners at that
time will have happy memoires of those great
years in our Parish, My strongest lingering
memory was the day he preached on the importance of Sunday School attendance by the
young children in our family, “and you parents
must get involved as teachers and helpers. You
can’t just sit there in your pews and send the kids
their classes. I will help you with pre-Sunday
reviewing of the Syllabus.”. I can recall chatting
with Ann Rudd (who had given birth to a daughter Sally the same week that my Anne gave birth
to our Stephen) who said to me “I can’t teach
Sunday School. I’m an Arts Grad of UWO,”. I
had even fewer credentials being an Engineering
grad SPS U of T. Terry visited us and talked us
into it. ‘I will help you.
Two memories stand out for me.
One was the story of the prodigal son (Luke
15:11-32), who left his father’s farm home in the
country and took off for several years of riotous
living in the big city. Finally, when his funds
were exhausted, he straggled back to his father’s
house, hoping he could return and have a square
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to join us in church, continues to offer prayerful
support and encouragement to our whole congregation.
We are indeed called to share, love and
serve all the world. What is God calling you to
do today? How is God calling us to follow
Christ in Sharing, Loving and Serving?
The Future
We’re now near the beginning of our 130th
year as a parish. This year we’re asking everyone to not only continue your faithful support
for God’s Work in our parish today, but also to
commit to our Share-Love-Serve Capital Cam-
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meal. As the story goes, his father welcomed him
with open arms, killed the fatted calf, invited all
the neighbours over for a feast, crying out “my
son has returned. Come and join us for a party”.
Needless to say the son who stayed home
and helped father was quite upset. “Dad, I was
here all along and you never gave me a party”.
I discussed this story briefly and my disappointment with end result with Terry.
I talked after the service that day to Terry
saying I didn’t think this was the best way to
welcome home receive such a delinquent son.
One day later I received a personal letter at
home from Terry via Canada Post, explaining the
moral part of the story—“one was lost, but he
has returned, so we celebrate”.
I still have this explanatory letter in m my
files at home. Over time I recognized the deeper
meaning to this story—the lost is found and to
the faithful so you have always been with me.
You know I love you.
The other memory I have of Sunday School
teaching days came as Christmas Day was approaching, and several of my students had been
taking private music lessons. Could they bring in
their instruments, and we could practice a couple
of Christmas hymns?
These included Alan Tuck, who was an older student in Grade 10, I think, a that time.
He gladly joined us for a couple of practices,
and when Terry heard this, he said “Come into
the church and play as the Choir processes singing “Oh Come All You Faithful”.
Our class accepted the invitation and that
became the birth of that historical St. John’s
Marching Band!!!!

paign, which you will hear about in the next
few months. As Christians we are always
called to build and sow where we will not reap.
It is left to future faithful people to reap from
the generous gifts we give today, humbly recognizing that all things come from God as a
gift.
In our Gospel Story from St. Mark we hear
of Jesus healing people and casting out Demons. Who needs our healing support today
and what demons need casting out so that we
can reveal God’s Peace and Calm in our world?
These are questions that we’re called to continually address as followers of Christ. Let’s find
ways to heal and spread peace in the world.
In her first year our Bishop Linda has
(Continued on page 3)
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Parish News
Meet our New Wardens
The Banner asked each or our new wardens to write a brief autobiography.
Spencer Sandor
Deputy Rector’s Warden
The Deputy Warden
for 2018 is Spencer Sandor. As an early adopter,
Spencer first attended a
service at St. John’s on
Ash Wednesday at the
age of 5 days old. You may recognize
Spencer from previous roles such as
chorister/ringer in the junior, senior, intermediate, and handbell choirs; a head
server in the Server’s Guild, youth representative on Parish Council, server at the
Saturday Evening Dinner Program, and
website administrator for a possible record breaking 14 consecutive years.
Spencer is a dedicated cog in the
machinery of government. He works for
the Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs where he teaches municipal staff
and councillors about legislation, programs and funding opportunities. A serial volunteer, Spencer holds leadership
positions in professional and community
associations such as serving as chair of
the Institute of Public Administration of
Canada’s national new profession’s network, the UWO Local Government Program Alumni Society and Growing

(Continued from page 2)
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called all the parishes in the Diocese of
Huron to reflect on how it is that we
are fulfilling the Five Marks of Mission of the worldwide Anglican Communion and to take note of all the great
things we are doing to fulfil God’s
Mission in the world.
In our Mission and Ministry Plan, a
plan that all parishes in our diocese are
completing right now, we’ve articulated
all the ways we can think of that we
fulfil God’s Mission in our world.
Our Worldwide Anglican Communion has articulated the aspects of God’s
Mission and we are pleased to say we
are doing something in every category.
We are fulfilling part of God’s Mission,
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Chefs Ontario. Occasionally he finds
time for sleep.
Spencer’s involvement in the parish
while growing up helped him develop
many of the values and skills that he
draws on to help support his work and
volunteerism. Being called to serve as
Warden is the next step on his faith journey. We learned at Vestry that our congregation is once again starting to grow.
Spencer looks forward to finding new
exciting ways to serving the needs and
interests of new members to our growing
community while building on the traditions that have kept St. John’s thriving
for over 130 years.
Martin Baya
Deputy People’s Warden
I was born in Kenya,
where I grew up and went
to school. In 2001, my
wife Susan and I, together
with our two daughters Paula and Michelle immigrated to Canada, and started our new lives in Hamilton, Ontario. We moved to London in
the summer of 2009 after starting work
with the Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO). My academic and professional background is in the fields of Geomatics and Urban Planning, both from
the University of Nairobi. After arriving
in Canada, I studied and articled to obtain Ontario credentials and became a
member of the Association of Ontario
Land Surveyors (AOLS) - commissioned
to practise as a licensed Ontario Land

and we can do so much more. I share
with you again the Five Marks of Mission as a reminder of what we’re called
to do:
1) To proclaim the Good News of the
Kingdom, the Reign of Christ;
2) To teach, baptize and nurture;
3) To respond to human need by loving service;
4) To seek to transform unjust structures of society; and,
5) To strive to safeguard the integrity
of creation, and sustain and renew
the life of the earth.
In short we are called to Tell, to
Teach, to Tend, to Transform, and to
Treasure.

February 2018
Surveyor (OLS). My professional career
has straddled both the fields of Geomatics and Urban Planning both in Kenya
and Canada - in both the public and private sectors, including a brief stint teaching at my alma mater (University of Nairobi). I currently work with the Ontario
Ministry of Transportation (MTO) as a
Senior Surveyor within the Provincial
Highways Management Division, in
London, Ontario. At the MTO, I provide
expert opinion and expertise in engineering and legal surveys required for design, construction and maintenance of
the provincial highways network in
South Western Ontario. I am also involved in providing consultant oversight
to ensure compliance with MTO and
industry standards.
I am excited to join the Wardens
team here at St. John’s having served a
few terms in Parish Council. I know I
am getting into a pretty tough role, but I
know I can count on the support of the
St. John’s family (congregation, Clergy,
Parish Council and fellow Wardens).
When we arrived at St. John’s in the
summer of 2009, my family was very
warmly received; Paula and Michelle
easily integrated into the church family
and got actively involved with the youth.
Since accepting the nomination to Deputy Peoples Churchwarden, I have received lots encouragement and a healthy
dose of realism too. I say to everyone in
Swahili—“Shukran, Mungu awabariki” (Thank you, God's blessings).

How shall we here and now, and for
the rest of our days, shout out to the
world around that love overcomes hate,
that hope overcomes despair and that
community overcomes loneliness, that
we are committed to following God’s
call to share, love and serve?
Let us follow Christ into the places
that need Christ’s Light and Hope. Let
us work together to build a world of
peace and wholeness by sharing, loving and serving. Let us build tomorrow together in the name of Christ by
the empowering Grace of the Holy
Spirit.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
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$30,339 (left from the previous deficits and $35,094 (2017 deficit) from
the Endowment Fund when necessary
for cash flow purposes

Vestry Report Highlights
Highlights of Vestry Meeting February 4, 2018
Attendance: 57 persons
(note: Parish roll Feb 2017 = 234
Families)
The Vestry were asked to approve
a motion from Wardens to transfer

The Budget for 2018 was approved and included authorization to
transfer from the Endowment Fund up
to$25,887 (4% of value of the Fund)
and $47,483 to cover the 2018 deficit
totaling $73,370 when necessary for
cash flow purposes.

SUMMARY
Budget 2017 Actual 2017
Revenue
Envelopes
139,101
100,936
Pre authorized giving
166,450
170,875
Can Helps/Loose/Seasonal
10,750
12,085
Total Donations
Miscellaneous RevenueTransfers x Funds
Deficit Reduction Fund
Total Revenue
Expenses
Synod Apportion/Deanery
Employee Remuneration
Ministry Expenses
Administration
Christian Education
Building Maintenance
Worship & Miscellaneous
Total Expenses
Net Income

Budget 2018

———————-

———————-

———————-

———————-

———————-

73,816
221,571
11,410
32,925
3,785
32,600
13,000

73,816
219,062`
8,829
33,761
2,824
38,788
20,587

74,583
227,011
10,486
32,883
3,015
35,400
22,300

316,301
52,656
20,150
0
389,107

283,896
58,577`
20,100
0
362,573

405,678

———————-

———————-

———————-

———————-

———————-

0

397,667
(35,094)

This is apparent once again with the publishing the of the recent Huron Church News,
where you can see that our 2017 Diocesan Apportionment Budget of $73,085 was met.

So we should be proud of our ability to
share our responsibility in Christian ministry
as part of our Diocesan family, the Anglican
Church of Canada, and the Worldwide Anglican Communion.

290,200
27,490
40,505
47,483

———————-

389,107

Diocesan Apportionment
St. John’s has always carried a significant
financial responsibility in supporting the Diocese of Huron, with its 10 Deaneries and 178
Parishes and a Budget of $3,576,939, supporting our Anglican Ministry throughout Southwestern Ontario and Canada.

St. John’s had the 3rd highest assigned
figure in the Diocese, following St. Paul’s Cathedral and St. James Westminster, London

103,000
176,000
11,200

———————-

February 2018

405,678
0

Choir in action before Vestry

Some attendees at the Annual Vestry Meeting

Retiring Wardens
Petey Noble (Rector’s Warden)
and Sean Purdy (People’s
Warden) with Rev. Lyndon

Feb 11, 2018 (Sunday after Vestry) - Swearing in New Church Officers

The Banner
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Five Marks of Mission
Below are St. John’s responses to fulfilling Proposed Action:
the Five Marks of Mission of the worldwide  Friendship Sunday—honour friends
Anglican Communion. “Minimum Goals”
and invite them to church. Offer speare the requests from the Bishop, and
cial blessing for your friend. June 11th
“Proposed Action” are our responses at St.  Having literature available for those
John’s
encountering Anglicanism for the first
time. —done
1. Evangelism:
 The new activities of the Membership/
New Ideas Group. Several things have
“To proclaim the Good News of the
been implemented.
Kingdom” is to share the news that in
Christ God is reconciling to world to  Open Church with 2 guides while other user groups are here. Develop volhimself (2 Cor. 5:19), in words. How
unteers to open the church—start on
can you speak the Good News to the
the Nine days of Prayer May 26-June
world around you?
3

Welcome Back BBQ. Invite the
Minimum Goal: Participate in one evanneighbours
gelism training event. Due date: by
Dec. 2018
 Current issue sessions. Invite neighbours so they learn what we care
Meet Due Date?: Yes
about and believe as followers of
Christ.
Proposed Action:
 Good Friday Stations of the Cross
 Reimagining Church program com Mother's Day selling flowers on the
pleted during Lent 2017
lawn
 Coordinate an Open Church program
 Church Picnic on the Lawn
with local churches.
 Prayer Stations—set up in the in the
baptistry?
Minimum Goal: Identify the group of  Information package for wedding and
people whom your parish/regional minfuneral families
istry hopes to reach. Due date: by An-  Special group anniversary events
nual Vestry 2019
 Boost Quiet Christmas.
 Stained glass window tour. Invite famMeet Due Date?: yes
ily members whose people are memorialized in the windows
Proposed Action:
 Outside Banner that shares what we
 Review demographic info to see who
stand for
lives in our neighbourhood and dis Prayer cards from Parish Council to
cern to whom God is calling us to
members on the list.
reach out and share the Good News
 Blessing of the animals for neighbour Facebook users between the age of 25hood in October
55 - boost events - encourage all pa
Drumming outside for the National
rishioners to like church and youth
Aboriginal Day of Prayer
page AND invite friends to like it.

Other: Pancake Supper. Intentionally
 Youth and Children ministry - sharing
share Lenten resources. Open Church.
on FaceBook
 Youth through High School volunteers
who are motivated to serve and there2. Discipling
by form a group who begin to explore
the church and faith
“To teach, baptize and nurture new believers” and, indeed, all believers” is the
Minimum Goal: Undertake two evange- work of discipling. How can your conlism activities designed to reach the gregation(s) foster the Christian develidentified group. Due date: by Annual opment of new participants, long-time
Vestry 2022
members, and everyone in between?
Meet Due Date?: Yes

Minimum Goals: Host, or participate in,
a Lenten formation series, such as “The
Five Marks of Love”

February 2018
Meet Goal in 2018: Yes
Proposed Action:
 Offer within the next 12 months
 SSJE Lenten Series on St. John's Gospel
 Annual Advent & Lenten Christian
Formation Series
Minimum Goal: Regular small groups
for prayer, Bible study, and other
Christian formation
Meet Goal in 2018: Yes
Proposed Action:
 Begin “Pilgrim Series” for members
and any who wish to join in.
 Being Christian & Being Disciples by
Rowan Williams
 Convictions by Marcus Borg - learned
what some other people think.
Minimum Goal: Require substantial baptismal preparation, including church attendance and explanation of baptismal
promises
Meet Goal in 2018: Yes
Proposed Action:
 Already done by the Rector

3. Service
To respond to human need by loving
service" is a central aspect of Christ's
call. The challenge for us is to remember that loving service engages us personally with those in need, so that we
are changed by the encounter. Simply
providing a building or sending a
cheque misses the heart of what Christ
asks of us, indeed, offers us. How can
your congregation(s) find real needs
and offer service
that is truly loving?
Minimum Goal: Participate in at least
one ongoing community oriented charitable service activity. Due date: Annual
Vestry 2018
Meet Goal in 2018: Yes
Proposed Action:
 We have been hosting and running a
Saturday Evening meal program for
more than 20 years.
 Provide a clothing cupboard that

serves about 100 people a week

 Donations to My Sisters Place

(Continued on page 6)
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 Craft Group raises money for various





charities & makes bags for school
supplies for local schools in need.
Most parishioners participate in
Christmas Basket program.
Members participate in 5k Walk/Run
to raise funds for outreach, including
the above initiative.
Several members lead Book Club for
Inmates at local prison
Bridges out of Poverty seminar offered last year.

4. Transforming Society
"To seek to transform unjust structures
of society, to challenge violence of every
kind, and to pursue peace and reconciliation" is a call to go beyond charitable
giving and help to change the world
that creates human needs. How can
your congregation(s) join in God's work
of building the Kingdom by participating in the transformation of society?
Minimum Goal: Host/participate in an
educational event on the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and participate in the Blanket Exercise. Due date: by Annual Vestry
2018
Meet Goal in 2018: Yes
Proposed Action:
 Had blanket Exercise here on Mar 26,
2017
 Addressed UNDRIP in a series on
TRC during Lent 2017
Minimum Goal: Appoint a contact person for the Primate's World Relief and
Development Fund. Due date: by Annual Vestry 2018
Meet Goal in 2018: : Yes
Proposed Action:
 done

6
Meet Goal in 2018: Will do in 2018
Proposed Action:
 Engage after Vestry 2018 to find
ways to improve our building within
the heritage parameters.
 Greening Sacred Spaces - on the
verge of achieving Bronze Award
 Pollination Garden
Minimum Goal: Decrease use of electricity and water.
Meet Goal in 2018: Yes
Proposed Action:
 Installed new boilers, CFC and LED
bulbs, and low flow water fixtures as
required

6. Ministry & Leadership
Minimum Goal: Parish Council meetings
Meet Goal in 2018: Yes
Proposed Action:
 Always give an annual calendar and
email reports to review ahead of time.
 Annually, Parish Council meetings
are held monthly from September to
June
Minimum Goal: Teaching element in
every Parish Council meeting
Meet Goal in 2018: Yes
Proposed Action:
 Present stuff that happens at Deanery
Council.
 Help people to discern God's mission
for us through the work that we do,
 Open each meeting with a spiritual
meditation and a review of our
church's Missions Statement
 End each meeting with the "Glory to
God" Doxology

5. Safeguarding and
Renewing the Earth

Minimum Goal: Nominating Committee
for officers

As Christians, we are called to
“safeguard the integrity of creation.”
Our world is a gift from God. We bear
responsibility for it. How can your congregation contribute to the work of caring for the Earth?

Meet Goal in 2018: Yes

Minimum Goal: Do a green assessment
of your parish buildings.

February 2018
tions
Meet Goal in 2018: Yes
Proposed Action:
 Announcements each week in
Church, in bulletin & emailed.
Minimum Goal: ensure that the congregation knows for growth and development about the possibilities and challenges that are being faced, and about
events to attend
Meet Goal in 2018: Yes
Proposed Action:
 All parish Council minutes are available to all parishioners to read.
 Newsletter is used to share the needs
of the parish and the future programs
for growth and development
 Building condition assessment has
been shared with all
 A town hall meeting was called to
share the info with the members.
 Facebook for events
Minimum Goal: Participation in life of
the Deanery and Diocese
Meet Goal in 2018: Yes
Proposed Action:
 We always have delegates at Deanery
Council and at Synod.
Minimum Goal: Warden and Treasurer
training
Meet Goal in 2018: Yes
Proposed Action:
 Our wardens are encouraged to go
and find it helpful. Wardens will attend meetings held by Deanery in
May 2017 and any other opportunities. New Wardens are also given a
“Wardens 101” package after being
nominated to these positions. This
package introduces the roles and responsibilities of this position.

Proposed Action:
 Nominations are solicited through
Parish Council, and announced several weeks before Vestry so that people
have an opportunity to nominate.
Minimum Goal: Effective communica-

(Continued on page 7)
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7. Congregational Health

Meet Goal in 2018?: Yes

10. Finances

Minimum Goal: Safe Church Compliance

Proposed Action:
 M&M Plan Part 1 completed to present at 2018 Annual Vestry
 Building condition assessment completed to address infrastructure needs
over the next 10 years.
 Annual Stewardship Program in
place to encourage members to give
generously
 Plan to grow endowment in order to
assist with future capital expenses,
ministry projects and spiritual nurture.
 Continue to find effective ways to
serve those in need in our community
spiritually and physically.

Minimum Goal: Balanced budget

Meet Goal in 2018?: Yes
Proposed Action:
 We are in compliance and give instruction at least once a year to our
new parish council and other parish
leaders. Wardens are also mandated
to read and understand Safe Church
Compliance each year.
Minimum Goal: Safe Church policies
and procedures
Meet Goal in 2018?: Yes
Proposed Action:
 All leaders are made aware and are
encouraged to recognize and address.
Minimum Goal: Ensure broadly-based
decision-making
Meet Goal in 2018?: Yes
Proposed Action:
 All decisions are discussed at Parish
Council.
 Big decisions are made at a Special
Vestry when required according to
Canon Law
Minimum Goal: Regular opportunities
for fellowship and community building
Meet Goal in 2018?: Yes
Proposed Action:
 Coffee is served before and after
Sunday services.
 We eat together about once a month
at a potluck or BBQ.
Minimum Goal: Conversations are done
in person on the phone, and/or video
chat. No conversations via email.
Meet Goal in 2018?: Yes
Proposed Action:
We occasionally begin conversations by
email and share background info, but
decisions are made at regular meetings.

8. Long-term Future
Minimum Goal: Complete Mission and
Ministry Plan Due date: Annual Vestry 2018

9. Buildings
Minimum Goal: Fill out the attached
Property Condition Matrix for all
buildings in the parish’s care
Meet Goal in 2018?: Yes
Proposed Action:
 Using our Building Condition Assessment to complete this portion
 Building Condition Assessment
Summary attached as well as specific
detailed pages from reports.
Minimum Goal: Identify lists of building condition issues that will need: 1)
to be addressed within the next five
years, and 2) in the next five to ten
years.
Meet Goal in 2018?: Yes
Proposed Action:
 Building Condition Assessment done
Minimum Goal: Identify significant
building elements that because of condition or age will likely need to be
addressed.
Meet Goal in 2018?: Yes
Proposed Action:
 Building Condition Assessment done
Minimum Goal: Establish budget costs
and timelines.
Meet Goal in 2018?: Yes
Proposed Action:
Building Condition Assessment done

Meet Goal by Due Date? No. Grow the
parish and generosity to meet goal in
2022
Proposed Action:
 Continue to enhance Annual Stewardship Program & prayerfully develop way to grow the congregation and
members’ generosity.
Minimum Goal: Full apportionment and
clergy costs paid monthly
Meet Goal by Due Date?: Yes
Proposed Action:
 Already on track. Related to the clergy-A specific Rectory Fund associated St. John’s is focused on the “the
interest income of the fund will be to
underwrite cost of Rector's House
Allowance.”
Minimum Goal: Parish conversation
about finances
Meet Goal by Due Date?: Yes. Over the
next 5 years we will ask the parish to
make a commitment to taking money
from the endowment to invest in children & youth ministry as well as music ministry in order to foster future
growth towards a balanced budget.
Proposed Action:
 Shared each year before Vestry.
 monthly updates of income and expenses.
 more info as we embark on a Capital
Campaign in 2018
 Narrative Budget each year in September.
 We ask for annual pledges in October
with encouragement to give joyfully.
 At our Special Vestry in May we presented a picture of how the Endowment Fund will be used to support
our capital improvements and our
annual operating while we wait for
our Capital Fundraising to begin
coming in at the start of 2018.
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Christmas at St. John’s

Lessons and Carols—Senior Choir and Guest Musicians

Lessons and Carols
Violin Soloist

Pageant Sunday—Brass Quartet

Pageant Sunday—Three of the founding members of
the St. John’s Marching Band and Orchestra

Pageant Sunday
Trumpet Soloist

Lessons and Carols
Soloist

The Banner
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Christmas Basket Program
Coordinators Mary Lynn and
Paul Berthelet

Christmas Eve—Violin Soloist

Christmas Eve—Senior Choir

Christmas Eve—Handbell Choir

The Banner
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Outreach at St. John’s

February 2018

A Dinner Volunteer’s Perspective

Saturday Night Dinner Program
By Bob Hayman
A positive note about out our beloved Church’s operation is the faithfulness in the weekly operation of our
Saturday Night Dinner program. The program was established in 1996 under the leadership of the then Rector Bain Peever. Francis Reimer was the Lay Coordinator of the program, a position she still holds today.

Frances
Reimer

It provides every week a hot meal, in a warm environment to an average of 100 Londoners with no questions asked and
no advance registration or reservation required.
Currently, while our Church provides the accommodation in a
clean, heated location, washroom facilities included, its success is due
to the faithful work of many persons, both members of our congregation and outside groups.
In the 2018 Vestry report of the annual meeting, 2017 Saturday
meal Donations are listed as $29,890 and Saturday Night meal expenses are listed as $17,971.
Listed below are some of the current teams in and beyond our Parish who have served and will do so in 2018:
Rev Runners
Team Bice
Salt ‘n Peppers
UWO
Interact Club
Dental Clinics

Team Sawruk
St. Aidan’s
The Huron Paracletes
Siloam United
Rotary Interact
St. John’s Friends

St. John’s Clothing
Cupboard
By Margaret Nelson
Many of the Clothing
Donations
from our parishioners and neighbours have helped
our Saturday Evening Meal.

St. Jude’s
St. John’s Youth
St. George’s Middlesex
The Pilgrims
70th Scout Troup
Team Fellows

Guests stay warmer during the
cold days and nights of this winter.
Ana Thompson, Pat Knowles and I
have been offering a full range of
clothing and accessories to both our
guests, as well as few others in the
greater St.
John’s community, each
week during
the winter.

Different Kinds of Yarns
By Margaret Nelson
Mary McDonald and I shared afternoon tea at her home recently, one cold
winter afternoon. Mary is now 99 years
old. She says that she now spends most
of her day knitting. Mary is one of our
neighbours.
She has been knitting “probably
since she was three years old” at her
parent’s family farm in St. John, New
Brunswick. She was one of the fifteen
children in her family.

Introduction by Rev. Dr. John
Thompson
Glenda Hayward (from St.
Jude’s but one of the key members of the Meal Program
Committee) links volunteers to
Saturday meal teams that find
themselves short of members.
This is one of the absolutely
essential tasks that makes our
program work. ‘Jenn’ is Jenn
Devlin who bring a team of
volunteers from the Dental
School on a regular basis.
Glenda recently got this
feedback from one of our
‘irregular’ volunteers.

John Thompson

Glenda Hayward

Hi Glenda,
I just wanted to let you know that the
volunteer program today was awesome!
Jenn and all other volunteers were so friendly and helpful, and despite this being my
first visit, I thoroughly enjoyed the atmosphere and it was a valuable time helping
people in need (they were really nice and
respectful as well). I think the event was
very well-organized and ran efficiently, and
I wanted to thank you and Jenn for familiarizing myself with the duties.
Due to midterms and reading week, I
will not be able to make it for the next two
or three Saturdays (I did not figure out what
day I will be back yet). However, I would
love to regularly volunteer on Saturdays
after that. Is there a position for regular
weekly shift, or is it still on demand?
Either way, I am always willing to help
out on Saturdays. Once again, thank you for
this great opportunity and I look forward to
my next placements.

During our tea time together, we
both shared some family yarns about our
lives in our native New Brunswick.
She even explained to me, at my
request, how to knit the thumb of a mitten. One of her mittens on her knitting
pile was waiting for the thumb to be knit
in. My knitting skills are very elementary.
Mary still knits for the bazaar at St.
Luke’s Anglican Church, Crumlin, her
home parish.
She also has, for several years knit

and still does knit, for our Saturday
evening meal guests; a host of winter
mittens, scarves and hats. All of these
are both needed and appreciated.
Some folk in London still have special requests for Mary’s knitted articles.
Thank you, Mary, from
all of us at St. John the
Evangelist for sharing your
gifts of love, time and talent
with our guests, myself and
many others in the larger
London Community.
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Our Trip to Africa and to a Kenyan Refugee Camp
On Tuesday January 9, Kashindi (Heri) and Moses Francis spoke
to a large gathering on their recent summer trip with their father to the
Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya, where they and their family of 2
parents and 8 children once lived as refugees before coming to Canada.
A free will offering was collected, which was donated with matching funds St. John’s Outreach to the Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF) for their work in that area.

Moses and Kashindi with their parents after the talk

Moses and Kashindi

Looking Back to t the arrival of Moses and Kashindi
to Canada and St. John’s in 2005

June 2005—Rev. Rob Luxton introduces the Zwmbwe-Francis
to St. John’s
June 2005— Moses and Kasindi with the rest of the Zembwe-Francis
family having arrived from Congo after having been a refugee camp
in Kenya for several years. They are pictured here with our former
rector Canon Don Ford

Meal Team Leader
Wanted
Submitted by John Thompson
Chris Sawruk stepped in several
years ago, following the death of Chris
Atkinson, to lead Barb and Chris’ Saturday Night Meal Team. Four or five
times each year, that well seasoned team
has signed up to serve the hospitality
meal.
Saturday, February 17th, was
Chris’ last evening as leader. He has
done an amazing job, and leaves a team
that is well seasoned and ready to continue. However, the team is in desperate need of a leader (or co-leader) — or
it will vanish into the ether.

If you feel you would like to lead,
or co-lead, the team, please speak to
Frances Reimer or John Thompson. You would pick the dates, and the
frequency, for the team to serve the
meal. The shopping and pre-cooking

are already done.

It is a joyful
ministry. Do not
be reluctant to
take this on just
because you have
no
experience. The existing team members will support
Chris Sawruk
you fully.

Support the PWRDF !
By The Outreach Committee
The Primates World Relief and Development Fund assists emergencies across the world with organized aid. Your Outreach Committee contributes funds regularly to
assist specific PWRDF projects.
But we also need you as a partner.
Please give to PWRDF
using the envelopes in
the pews.

Cory Davies
is Chair of
the
Outreach
Committee,
and our
PWRDF rep
in our
parish.
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Looking Back

Fun Times at St. John’s
A look back at a few Major Fundraising and other activities
from years gone by.

Spring Dance
2003
At one of these great social as well as fund raising
event, over 100 people came to view in the church and register their bid on previously arranged gifts from 19 generous
corporate sponsors and St. John’s supporters and then sit
down to lasagna dinner and enjoy musical numbers from
previous generation various style Barbershop Quartet, Folk
and Country group and a Brass Ensemble.
act.

The operation of a cash bar contributed to the bidding

It was a great evening which raised $14,252 for the
Church operating Budget

Spirit of ‘88—The St. John’s 100th Anniversary Show

Submitted by Kevin Bice—Me in 1956 marching down Dundas St. as a
Cub with St. John’s 12 London pack. The occasion was the annual
interfaith Scouts Church Parade. Can you spot Kevin?

The Banner

Parishioners In The News
Richard McLaren
The
PyeongChang
Olympics are notable for
the official banning of the
Russian Olympic team
due to their program of
widespread doping over
many years. This was in
large part based on a report by own Richard
McLaren, who had concluded that more
than 1,000 Russians - including Olympic
medalists - benefited from a statesponsored doping program between 2011
and 2015.
“It was a cover-up that evolved from
uncontrolled chaos to an institutionalized
and disciplined medal-winning conspiracy,” Richard is widely quoted saying.
Individual athletes deemed “clean”
were allowed to compete under the banner “Olympic Athletes from Russia” and
the Olympic flag.
The documentary movie Icarus,
which takes a behind the scenes look at
the world of Russian doping, features
Richard on screen, and has been nominated for the 2018 Oscars under the Documentary Feature category. Icarus is available on Netflix.
We are pleased to have Richard
chairing our upcoming Capital Campaign
Committee, which will be launched February 25. Watch your mailbox for more
information over the next few weeks.
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Win Jette
A few Sundays ago
Winn Jette brought some
cookies to the Sunday coffee
hour. Those lucky enough to
get one have asked her for
the recipe. Here it is:

Win Jette

Crackerjack Cookies (makes 60+)

 1 c margarine
 1 c brown sugar
 1 c white sugar
 2 eggs
 1 1/2 tsp vanilla
 1 1/2 cup flour
 1 1/2 tsp baking

Shirley Clements’ woven pillows

powder

 t tsp baking soda
 2 c oatmeal
 1 c shredded coconut
 2 c rice crispies

 Sift flour, baking powder and baking

soda together.
 Mix together margarine, sugar, eggs
and vanilla
 Add flour to the mixture, then the rest
of the ingredients
 Drop on a greased cookie sheet and
bake at 350 degrees F for 10 to 12
minutes
 (chocolate chips or caramel chips can
be added)

Kevin Bice and
Shirley Clement
Parishioners and Neighbours
Participate in 25th Annual Art Tour

place. All weekend, the artists
will be available to answer all
questions. Throughout the
Shirley
weekend, most studios have Clement
special events including live
music, demonstrations and guest artists.
Two of the artists are St. John’s parishioners. Kevin is a painter and Shirley
Clement is a weaver. Their studios are
tucked away along the river in the Blackfriars neighbourhood. There are also a
number of studios close to St. John’s,
perfect for a visit on a beautiful Spring
Sunday after church. While you are visiting the studios of Kevin and Shirley, take
a quick trip across Wharncliffe to find the
studios of Deb Worsfold (Columbia
Ave.) and Maria-Teresa Vincencio
(Brittania). Peter Karas and Corinne Garlick, both painters, have recently moved
onto St. James Street, up the street from

Kevin Bice

By Kevin Bice
The London Artists’ Studio Tour celebrates its 25th anniversary this year from
Friday, April 20th through Sunday, April
22nd. Begun as the North London Artists’
Tour by parishioner Kevin Bice together
with fibre artist Lorraine Roy, the event
now opens the doors to studios all across
the city. This year, 39 artists will display
drawing, graphic design, painting, sculpture, pottery, embroidery, printmaking
and textiles.
Olympic Athletes from Russia march in the
PyeongChang Opening Ceremony

Although all art works are for sale,
the Tour is as much about discovering the
process of creating art as it is about the
art itself. This is a great opportunity for
anyone who wants to find out about how
and where the creative process takes

(Continued on page 14)
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Homily by Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie
By The Rev’d Dr.
Stephen McClatchie
Sermon Preached at St.
John the Evangelist, 21
January 2018
The Revd Dr. Stephen
McClatchie.
In his sermon last week, our Rector
posed the question: “Do we hear God
when he calls us? Do we listen to him?”
Today, I want to think about a follow-up
question: When we hear Him, do we believe Him?
In this season after Epiphany, when
how Christ was revealed to the world, our
Gospel readings have been focused on
call: first, on Jesus’ call to be baptized by
John the Baptist in the River Jordan and
then on Jesus’ call to his disciples. Last
week, we heard about two of John’s disciples, one of whom was Andrew, Peter’s
brother, turning and following Jesus.
“Come and see”, Jesus tells them. “Come
and see”, Jesus tells us. Last week, we

also heard Jesus’ call to us prefigured in
God’s call to Samuel and, in Eli’s instructions to Samuel, had modelled for us how
we are to respond: “Speak, LORD, for
your servant is listening.”
Today, the lectionary drives home the
point by putting before us again Jesus’
call to his disciples and to us, this time
from St. Mark—the shortest and tersest of
the Gospels. Jesus is passing along the
Sea of Galilee where Peter and Andrew
are fishing. “Follow me”, he says. “And
immediately they left their nets and
followed him.” Immediately. They
heard. They believed. And they followed.
These are questions of faith and belief, in addition to a question of call.
Think about Jonah for a minute: he
certainly had a call from God—from
which he fled, so I think that we can infer
that he heard and believed, but did not
obey. The second time God called him,
Jonah obeyed and did go to Nineveh, that
great city, and proclaimed God’s message

(Continued from page 13)

the church between Maitland and
William. Doug Magrath, one of
Canada’s finest wood turners, has
his studio just around the corner
on Waterloo St., near Grosvenor.
There are, of course, many
more artists’ studios to discover all
over London. You really need to
make a whole weekend of it! Get a
group of friends together and explore the city’s creative scene.
Support a few local restaurants
along the way. For information
about the Tour, talk to Kevin or
visit
the
Tour
website,
www.londonstudiotour.ca where
you will find a downloadable map.
You can also follow us on Facebook (London Artists Studio Tour)
or
Instagram
(#londonartistsstudiotour). Tour
booklets, with profiles of all the
artists and a map to all the studios,
will be available from mid-March
at all library branches, art stores
and many other outlets.

Late Winter Snowfall Blackfriars—by Kevin Bice

February 2018
of judgement to the people What was
their reaction? “And the people of Nineveh believed God” ( Jon 3.5). They
changed their ways, they repented. And
God, in turn, “changed his mind about the
calamity that he had said he would bring
upon them; and he did not do it” (Jon
3.10).
“And the people of Nineveh believed
God.” There is something both simple and
incredibly difficult in this response that is
worth pondering in the midst of this
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Do
we believe God?
The Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity was started 110 years ago by English and American Anglo-Papalists who
sought the reunion of the Roman and Anglican churches. In the 1930s, it was expanded and given a more ecumenical flavour by the inclusion of Protestant
churches as well—although by that time
Rome had backed away and did not really
re-engage until the 1960s. The Week is
framed by the feasts of the Confession of
St. Peter and of the Conversion of St.
Paul. Confession and conversion: not one
or the other but both are necessary aspects
(Continued on page 15)
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Homily by Revd. Dr.
Stephen McClathie
(Continued from page 14)

of Christian life. (I will leave the controversy of whether call precedes conversion or conversion precedes call for another day…).
As Christians, we have a common
call to follow Jesus and to praise and
thank God always, everywhere and for
everything. It’s not more complicated
than that, although we often make it so.
This year, the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity lays stress on God’s sovereignty by taking as its theme a line from
Miriam’s song of praise and thanksgiving to God for delivering the Israelites
from the power of Pharaoh: “Your right
hand, O LORD, glorious in power” (Ex
15.6).
With his disciples in the Upper
Room on the night that he was betrayed
and arrested, Jesus asked His Father in
prayer to protect and sanctify his followers, those who believed in the truth of
his word, “that they may all be one”
(John 17.21). That we Christians, his
followers, the Church, are not one is a
sin. It is sin, pure and simple, and a consequence of the Fall. It is certainly not
something that we should “celebrate,” as
un-careful language that we heard last
year around the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation would have it. Division
between Christians openly contradicts
the will of Christ, scandalizes the world,
and impedes evangelization: Jesus’ command to preach the Gospel to every creature.
And this unity that Jesus commands
can only be on the basis of common,
shared belief. It is not going to be on the
basis of a watered-down message of humanistic pablum and self-help nostrums.
It is not even going to be on the basis of
social justice or reconciliation, although
these things are obviously important.
(There is considerable irony in the fact
that many mainline churches spend so
much of their energy on social justice
issues that it almost seems that they have

15
tipped over into the kind of works righteousness that they incorrectly attribute to
Roman Catholics.) No, Jesus’ command
for unity cannot be on the basis of these
things. It can only be based on Peter’s
Confession that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of the living God. Jesus is more
than a good man or an inspired teacher;
his words are more than maxims to live
by: they are very truth and life.
[“Sanctify them in the truth; your word is
truth,” John 17.17.]
And Jesus has left commandments
for His people. Four things we are to do.
Four things by which we are all to be
one: proclaim the Gospel to every creature; administer the sacraments; praise
and worship God; and love our neighbour. That’s it. Four things.
Out of the blood and water flowing
from his pierced side on the cross, which
prefigure Eucharist and Baptism, Jesus
created the Church and left it to us as the
visible embodiment of His Body on
earth, filled with the Holy Spirit and
made up of all who are baptized.
There is a useful theological category known as “things indifferent,” or adiaphora, which refers to doctrines or
practices that are not necessary for salvation, as these four commandments are.
It reminds me of what Sigmund Freud
had to say about the narcissism of minor
differences—you know, how we tend to
focus on where we are different, on
those things which divide or distinguish
us instead of on those things that we
have in common. You could maybe
think of them as “indifferent” differences, sometimes amounting to nothing
more than taste. As Anglicans, we believe that, normatively, salvation comes
by, in, and through the sacraments, and
so we do not chose to attend churches
where these take a lesser role or are not
present at all. I believe that baptism is
absolutely necessary for salvation, but at
the same time, with the Blessed Virgin
Mary, I know that “nothing is impossible
with God.” As St. Paul tells us:
“For we know only in part, and
prophesy only in part; but when the

February 2018
complete comes, the partial will come to
an end … For now we see in a mirror,
dimly, then we will see face to face.
Now I know only in part; then I will
know fully, even as I have been fully
known” (1 Cor 13.9-10, 12).
So as we think about and pray for
Christian unity, let us try to be charitable
and not get hung up on things indifferent—as hard as that can be. [And I am
certainly preaching to myself here.] The
unity that Jesus commands can only be
on the basis of common, shared belief,
on those things which are not
“indifferent:” things like the divine and
human natures of Christ; like the Virgin
Birth as the guarantee for Jesus’ human
nature; like His bodily Resurrection as
the fulfillment of God’s plan for salvation and a foretaste of our own.
Our focus during the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity should be on these
things which unite us, rather than on
what divides us. As we pray during this
week framed by SS Peter and Paul, I
invite you to pray for your own confession of faith and belief; and for your
own conversion, whether for the first or
for the five thousandth time…
remembering always that confession,
being able to affirm that Jesus is Lord,
comes from a personal encounter with
the Risen Christ.
Jesus calls and calls again. Like
Samuel, we need to say “Speak,
LORD, for your servant is listening”;
and like the people of Nineveh, we need
to believe God.
Amen.
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Upcoming Events
February 18, 25, March 4, 11, 18
5 Sundays of Lent
8:00 am or 10:30 am

March 29—
Maundy Thursday
7:00 pm
Stay tuned for details on
Children’s Activity

Friday March 2
Wold Day of Prayer 2018
2:00 pm
New St. James Presbyterian Church

March 30—
Good Friday
10:30 am
Meditations on the Cross
Children’s Activities provided

March 25
Palm Sunday
8:00 am or 10:30 am
With reading of the Passion

March 31—
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil
7:00 pm
At Huron University College Chapel

February 2018
April 1—
Easter Day
8:00 am or 10:30 am
February 18—March 25
Lenten Study Series
Pilgrim Course at St. John’s
Sundays after church
Father Stephen McClatchie and
Rev. Lyndon Hutchison-Hounsell will
be offering this course.
More information is available at
www.pilgrimcourse.org
12:15pm—1:15 am

The following noticed was submitted by Diane Chick
Monthly Parish Financial Update
as of January 31, 2018
Operating
Total Income (Year to date)
Total Expenses (Year to date)
Balance (Year to Date)

$ 19,782
$ 41,426
$(21,644)

Outreach
Reserve Fund (Start of Year)
+ Total Income (Year to date)
- Total Expenses (Year to date)
Balance (Year to Date)

$ 42,091
$ 560
$ (4,491)
$ 38,160

Passages
R.I.P.
Catherine Margaret Anne Good
December 22, 2017
Mary Bethune Glennie
December 24, 2017
Janice Elizabeth Jackson
February 14, 2018

