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Gathering, Giving and Blessing
By The Reverend Lyndon
Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf
When September arrives
we often have one of two reactions, either we are excited
about all the new activities we
are about to start or we lament the end of
a time that was more relaxed (unless we
have kids running around and we’re glad
school has started again). Here at St.
John’s we are excited about lots of new
stuff and new members and lots of kids
running around. Over the summer we
began some necessary building repairs.
This Fall a committee is beginning to
plan our Capital Campaign to raise $1.7
million over the next 5-10 years to continue with the necessary maintenance on
our inspiring heritage sacred building.
And we are gathering again for worship
supported by our clergy team, Director of
Music Allan Bevan and our wonderful
choir. Our choral scholar program that
began last year is continuing. Also, an
enriching Children’s Program designed
by Ilona Bevan will focus on the Anglican Communion 5 Marks of Mission.

(see http://stjohnslondonchildrenandyouth.weebly.com/ AND
www.SSJE.org/5marksoflove)
In order to continue to pray, grow
and serve we are blessed with the generosity of so many in our parish who
prayerfully donate their skills, their time
and their money. In a few weeks we will
invite people again to make an annual
pledge to joyfully give in a planned, proportionate way of the wealth with which
God has blessed us. We are blessed with
talents and treasure that God calls us to
use as we commit to following His Mission to bring Peace and Wholeness to the
world.
And, this Fall, another way we will
celebrate and give thanks for all that God
has given us is at our Blessing of Animals. This year I invite you to bring your
pets to church on Oct 1st. You can bring
a picture if your pet is shy. We will bless
your pets and call to mind how it is that
they comfort us and help us remember
that we are connected with all of creation.

At this time of year we get stirred up
to live life in new ways and we give
thanks. May God bless you in all your
activities and endeavours.
May God
bless our parish as we open our doors to
all people and continue the work of sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. Let
us work together to build up the church
and transform the world by bringing
God’s message of Peace and Love into
the community guided by the Holy Spirit
in the name of Jesus Christ.
“Stir it up. C’mon, Let’s Stir it up…” Bob Marley

Gathering Sunday BBQ
Parishioners were welcomed back from the
summer with a bbq on Sunday September
17. See more pictures on page 3.

Church
Restoration
Underway
Work on reinforcing
the deteriorating floor
structure below the
Parish Hall was completed this summer.
See further details beginning on page 6.

Outreach Dinner Update
See page 8 for more information on
our popular Saturday Night Dinner

Face Painting Fun

Programme, along with other
Outreach activities sponsored by
St. John’s.

Enjoying the bbq feast

(Continued on page 3)

Dinner guests line up outside Church on Saturday September 23
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Opinion
We’ve Lost our Leadership
Role in the Community
By Bob Hayman
A current event in my life
has brought to the surface dramatically how much the
‘Christian Rules for Living” as
suggested in the ancient Biblical texts and our Book of Alternative Services (1985) have
been altered in today’s world
of materialism.
As one ages, you encounter
new challenges that you hope
can be overcome by faithfully
supporting and attending your
church regularly and following
the advice as laid out in the
two simple rules laid out in the
New Testament: (1) Love the
Lord thy God with all thy
strength and with all thy heart
and with all thy mind, and (2)
Love thy neighbor as thyself.
And if this is not a sufficient
guide for living, you can look
at the Ten Commandments and
observe the equally simple
rules of the Ten Commandments such as “Thou Shalt Not
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Steal”.
In a traditional religious
marriage ceremony, you have
pledged to give yourself to
your “partner”, to love her,
comfort her, honour and protect her….and be faithful to her
so long as you both shall live.
If you are fortunate to become enamored of a member
of the Christian faith, either
male or female, and seek the
blessing of our Anglican Communion, you can pledge in the
Solemnization of Matrimony
(Book of Common Prayer
1959) or Celebration and
Blessing of a Marriage Book of
Alternative Services for the
Anglican Church of Canada
1985) I...take thee...to be my
wife/husband to have and to
hold from this day forward for
better or for worse, for richer,
for poorer, in sickness and in
health to love and to cherish
for the rest of our lives.”
These vows are sealed by
signatures in the Church register and witnessed by the Celebrant and groomsman and
bridesmaids in attendance.
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This ceremony, briefly outlined as above, has been the
traditional way of pledging
support to each other for better,
for worse, .in sickness and in
health .for the rest of our lives
according to Gods holy law.
Regretfully, in 2017, in
Canada these vows are not
enough to guarantee and seal
support for each other when
married, and the legal profession has stepped in and demanded further documentation
in support of the above
vows….through Powers of Attorney for Personal Care and
Property, notarized by Probate
by a Judge, before funds in a
crisis health situation or disadvantage can flow from one
partner in the marriage to the
other.
This sad situation is an
unfortunate development and
an indication of the failure of
our Church to introduce Christian teachings into day’s society, and its lack of influence in
supporting proper laws and
standards of conduct.

Parish News

Deacon
The Rev. Dr. John Thompson
Honorary Assistant
The Venerable
Mickey Chovaz
L.Th.
519-472-8654
Musical Director
Allan Bevan
Children and Youth
Ministry Developer

Ilona Bevan

People’s Wardens
Sean Purdy 519-471-0747
Erica Brown 519-204-3668
Rector’s Wardens

Petey Noble 519-434-9408
Cody Barteet 519-672-8072

Church Secretary
Kate Drum

Strawberry Social
Guests at the Strawberry Social on June 22
included Anne and Bob Hayman (and one of
Anne’s caregivers)
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Parish News
Rogation Sunday
A portion of the service on Sunday May 28 was held outdoors

(Continued from page 1)

Gathering Sunday BBQ

Face
painting
recipient

The BBQ Team

New Emergency Kit
The Church has acquitted a new AED
(Automated External Defibrillator) for use at
our church, at a cost of $1850.
Donations to date include $585 collected
at Gathering Sunday Donations, $500 from
Outreach, and $200 from the Mondays at One
group.
Donations are encouraged by the Church
Wardens to make up the difference.

Petey Noble and Sean Purdy display the AED

Music at St. John’s

Duet Sunday September 10, 2017—Holly Bonin and Raquel Dahlberg”
Let Us Break Bread Together….”

Great Choir Offertory Anthem Sunday September 17,
“Alleluia” by William Boyce unaccompanied and led by
Alan.
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Thank You
Helpers!

Book and Bling
Fundraiser

A big thank you to
the following who
made the sale possible:
Ana and John Thompson, Mary Lynn and
Paul Berthelet, Warren
Jones and his grandson,
Ilona and her high
school volunteers, Gloria
Stennett,
Rod
Brawn, Chris Sawruk,
and Derek for going
the extra mile.

A Book and Bling fundraising event was
held on Saturday September 23 in the
Church and Parish Hall.

By John Thompson
Inspired by Matthew
25:31 and by Carol
Findlay’s book clubs for
Student volunteers from Central and A.B. Lucas high schools
inmates in the federal
offered: carry out, directed customers, tidied up after the sale.
prison system, for the last
year members of a small group from St.
John’s has been going, most weeks, to
the Elgin Middlesex Detention Centre to
meet with an equally small group of inmates. We discuss books, short stories,
poems and essays. It has been a challenge for both us and the inmates, but the
hour or so we spend together is a learning experience for all. We’ve had excellent support from the EMDC’s volunteer
coordinator, Ellen McKegney (and both
last year and this several boxes of books
from our book sale have been
Bench for Tony
donated to the prison library).
There are five of us —Cory DaFollowing significant investivies, Ali Callard, Jenn Holburn,
gation, two suitable benches have
and Ana and John Thompson.
been purchased to honour Tony,
We haven’t a formal name for
who recently retired as our gardenthe group, but may settle on
er (as first
“Books Behind Bars”. Thus far
reported in
the money for this program has
the May
come from Outreach, but we
2017 Banplan to us the profits from this,
ner
on
and future, year’s book sale to
page 2).
support it.

Monday at One Group
by Petey Noble
The Monday at One Group
decided this year to team up with
the Book Sale.
Each year we decide upon a
project with which to raise some
money to assist with the good work done at St.
John’s. Most recently we have made book bags
for children with needs through the school board.
We have provided Christmas pyjamas for needy
families and we made the Christmas Angels that
parishioners generously bought for an international outreach program in Africa. The children’s
program with Ilona Bevan has benefited from a
donation and we have provided money *toward
the new defibrillator.

We are delighted with our most recent endeavour as we were able to realize $400.00 from
the jewellery sale. Many thanks to our parish and
to parish friends for the donated bling.
*We will be doing this again next year!

Bling seller
Martha Calhoun
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St. John’s Makes Top 10 in Trip Advisor Rankings
Did you know that St. John’s came in at number 8 in Trip
Advisor’s current rankings of London’s top Sights and Landmarks?
The popular website for researching travel destinations,
hotels and restaurants, is based on continually updated user
feedback. True, it’s based on only 3 reviews, but we’ll take it!
Trip Advisor’s Top Ten Landmarks
in London are:
1. University of Western Ontario
2. Fanshawe Pioneer Village
3. St. Peter's Cathedral Basilica
London
4. Eldon House
5. St. Paul's Cathedral
6. The Walter J. Blackburn
Memorial Fountain
7. Blackfriars Street Bridge
8. St. John the Evangelist
Church
9. Innuit Gallery
10.Community of Christ Woodfield

ic structure. St. John's is a very beautiful church with many
stained glass windows and has a huge organ with many
pipes. The congregation is very welcoming and open to
new comers.

“Very Gothic” (dpoint21 of Durham, North Carolina)

You will enjoy the beautiful carvings and organ pipes. The
church is beautiful with the stain glass and ornate structure.
“A Very Friendly Church” (Pazzo S of London)
This historic church in Old North London is one of the
friendliest churches I've visited. Beautiful stand glass, and
a stately building on the corner of Wellington and St.
James Streets.

Here’s what visitors to our beautiful church are saying:
 “Beautiful Welcoming Church (Maureen S. of London)
The parish of St. John the Evangelist was founded in 1864.
The church spire viewed from the ground places until 1888
when the congregation purchased a lot at the corner of
Wellington and St. James Streets and erected a lovely goth-

Original Play Produced at St. John’s
For two nights in June, St. John’s produced an original Canadian play titled Time
Traveler's Guide to Canada's Past: The Riley
Matthews Story, a play highlighting defining
moments in Canada’s history.
It was written and directed by our two
summer students, Natalka Duncan and Jannica Meyer, with funding by the Canada Summer Jobs Program.
As reported by Ilona Bevan, Evelyn
Godwin had lead role as time traveller,
Daphne Bice was a suffragette and movie
theatre manager, Kieran Bevan was a
Ukrainian immigrant son, Ilona played his
immigrant mom and the councillor in charge
of the expedition to settle Planet X, John
Biehn was a ticket seller, Fanny Dorcus was
Viola Desmond.
Guest actors included Mark Luxton, and
Hannah (from the Cathedral).
All characters doubled as crowd members, and back stage help.

Photos shown were submitted by the reviewers
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Short History of Capital Fundraising at St. John’s
By Bob Hayman
Over the many years going back
to when we had no Endowment
Fund (the Rector would make a
few phone calls and the $$ would
come forth!!), we have since used
this Fund (established in 1989) to
undertake Capital Works at our Church as
they were required.
A brief summary of this history was included in Petey Noble’s article in the Banner
May 2017, Church Restoration Plans Underway .

a)

We retained the firms listed below to
prepare Building Condition Assessment Reports on the advice of Parishioners Alison and
Michael Hannay, both Architects and long
time members of St. John’s.

The costs of the above professional reports (approx. $30,000) was paid for in 2016.

Since that time, we have held a Special
Vestry meeting on May 28, 2017 to receive
and discuss:

Church Restoration Update
By Petey Noble,
Rector’s Warden
With the support of
Vestry and our Diocesan
Council, we were able to
address some of the most
urgent building condition
upgrades in the last few months. After receiving several quotes, your Wardens engaged
contractors to do the following pieces of
work:

 Removal and replacement of Office area
roof expected completion in October
$48,824 plus HST
by H&N Roofing

 Supply and Install New Air Exchange unit
feeding the Church Hall. Completion expected the end of September/early October
$9,035+HST

 Hall foundation Design Engineering

prep completed in July by Rick Stranges.
Consulting Engineer
$2,500+HST

 Urgent asbestos remediation Priority1, as
proposed by T. Harris, completed in August
$ 49,700+HST

 Hall foundation repair - completed in August by Van Boxmeer Construction Co.
$36,472+ HST

 Church Hall Entrance- roof repair – expected completion in Sept/October
$4,000 + HST

Building Condition Assessment report of
June 17, 2016 submitted Alan Avis, Architects

b) Structural Condition Survey of June 23,
2016 submitted by Van Boxmeer &
Stranges.
c)

Mechanical Systems Review, submitted
by Chorley and Bissett March 2016

d) Electrical Systems review February 2016
e)

Survey of Asbestos Containing Materials
of November 9, 2015.

These reports laid out a detailed plan of
action to undertake repair./restoration work
over the next several years
With detailed listing of repair/replace
items that should be addressed each year the
next 5 years.

September 2017
Regretfully, we never took action to implement these report recommendations.
Instead, we undertook replacement work
as it surfaced and was required, which was
financed by borrowing from the Endowment
Fund, and then undertaking a Capital Fund
campaign as needed and the replacing in the
Endowment Fund.
This procedure seemed to work OK!!!
At the special Vestry meeting held on
May 28, 2017 a motion was put forward by
the Wardens to borrow $180,000 from the
Fund to undertake specific immediate repair
work that needed doing. It did not address the
items listed under the aforementioned professional report. This motion passed and work
has started on some of these current repairs as
listed by Petey in her article below.
A Capital Campaign is planned for the
Fall, retaining a professional Fund Raiser to
assist us.

 Church Hall Entrance Masonry repointing
awarded to Bob Donaldson, Heritage Mason Rebuilder
$2,045+HST

 Church Hall Entrance Wall and window

repair awarded to Jose Ferrer Master Plasterer
$4,000 +HST expected completion
end of September.

The completion of these pieces of work
addresses the most urgent repairs. Alan Avis,
Architect, and Rick Stranges, Engineer, confirmed that all the other items listed to be
addressed within the next 2-3 years can wait
for another year, when we begin to collect
pledges and funds through our Capital Campaign.

Sign in Basement

Our inspiring building is poised to be
around for the next 2 centuries thanks to the
work of many in our parish and many trusted
professionals who are guiding us through the
process.
Your Wardens are still searching for the
right Construction Project Manager who will
be able to guide us through the rest of the
work that needs to be done. Also, we will
begin our work with White Wing Group who
will guide us in our capital fund raising campaign.
Stay tuned.
Please pray for our parish as we look to a
future of building hope by shining light
through active compassion.
May God grant us the knowledge and the
will to follow Jesus Christ into the future
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Tarping for Asbestos removal
in the basement
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Joyful Giving
By Erica Brown
Deputy People’s Warden
In the next month, we
at St. John’s the Evangelist will be going through
our Annual Stewardship
Giving. My story of joyful giving started
in a wonderful Lutheran Church in Greenville, South Carolina… the day of my
baptism at 6 months old. Since I was born,
my parents encouraged and taught me
about giving to the church. It is “what we
did.” Giving at church was what we were
suppose to do. Once I became an adult, I
understood more about joyful giving, not
just giving.
I’ve learned that it takes faith to be a
generous giver. It’s not normal or natural.
I have also learned that often people actually give before the joy comes. Scripture
teaches us about tithing, and we want to
tithe. We decide that we should be obedient to God. 2nd Corinthians, Chapter 9,
Verse 7 says, “God loves a cheerful giver.”
As a matter of fact, this past Thursday, a timely thought came across my
desk… everyday, I get a religiously, reflective email from the Society of St. John
The Evangelist in the States. Thursday’s
reflection was about wealth and all that
we have comes from God. Brother David
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Vryhof said, “In the gospels, Jesus has
more to say about money than about any
other topic, including prayer.”
There was a “giving story” that I
found about a heavenly angel talking to a
human. The story goes like this:
The angel says, ”Go give to the needy
sweet charity's bread. For giving is living.”

September 2017
By Petey Noble
on behalf of the Wardens
We are securing our future!
St. John The Evangelist has recently begun planning for a long needed “Capital Campaign” in order
to fund necessary repairs and maintenance. Stay
tuned for future updates as we undertake this essential endeavour.

“And must I be giving again and
again?” was the peevish, petulant answer of the human.
“Oh, no,” said the angel, piercingly, “just give till the Master stops giving
to you.”
As I have aged, I give much more
generously and joyfully, not just to be
obedient or “because I am suppose to.” It
all started by faith in my parents’ guiding
me in what to do and being a good person
in God’s eyes…and not necessarily with
the “joy.” Then the joy came and grew.
Once people experience the joy of giving,
it becomes infectious and they look for
new and better ways to give more.

Parish Hall structural replacement of the floor

Remember while you are joyfully
giving during the Annual Stewardship
pledging:
As Maya Angelou said, “When we
give cheerfully and accept gratefully, everyone is blessed.”

Work in progress beneath the Parish Hall floor
New structural steel and wood joists have
been installed to create a safe room below
Basement ventilation for the asbestos removal

Work in progress below the Parish Hall floor

Opening up the floor
assembly in the Parish
Hall above the basement
“Youth Room” along the
north side of the Hall,
revealed that the wood
floor joists bearing on the
exterior north foundation
wall had deteriorated due
moisture
penetration.
Moisture infiltration from
the high exterior grade
along the North wall has
caused the deterioration
of the supporting wood
joist bearings
These existing joists
were removed and re-

The finished product
placed with new timber joists. During this process, the existing heating lines suspended from
these joist had to be temporarily supported and
their asbestos pipe covering removed and replaced
New timber joist were installed and a new
sub floor and finish flooring were installed to
restore the surface of the Parish hall flooring.

The Banner
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Saturday Night Dinner Programme
By Bob Hayman
Our Saturday night Dinner program
has now been operating since 1997. Originally spearheaded by Frances Reimer, it
has become a signature example of how
we as a Church congregation can assist,
in practical ways, the underprivileged and
disadvantaged members of our community.
I Was Hungry and you Gave me Something to eat…”
Mathew 25 :35-40
Initially the program was organized
and staffed strictly from St. John’s parishioners, and for many years the entire
food purchasing, meal preparation, serving and cleanup was undertaken by members of our congregation.

Today, a wide variety of concerned
Londoners from other Churches, as well
as organizations from various walks of
life, are contributing to the success of this
program.
There are still the background jobs
primarily undertaken by St. Johns parishioners. Francis has outlined them:
A) The Dinner Program Committee
whose members oversee the following:
 meal planning,
 the placing of meat and vegetable
orders
 communication on a weekly basis
with the teams, cooks and shoppers
 keeping the cupboards stocked with
staples
 maintaining the list of occasional vol-

unteers and communicating with
them on a weekly basis
B) maintaining the clothing cupboard &
distributing clothing each week
C) weekly shoppers,
D) the Friday cooks
E) the picking up of bread each week
from both the ValuMart and Angelo’s.

Behind the Scenes at the Saturday Night Dinner
By Frances Reimer
Our major Outreach
program at St, Johns is
proving a meal every
Saturday Night to those
who are in need.

Blake, and Deb Hartley (plus others).
The shoppers help out on a rotating
basis as well: Archie and Anne
Skirving, Warren and Marilyn Jones,
Judy and Alan Tuck and Sean Purdy.

Our serving teams
on Saturday night currently involve a
large number of persons from beyond
the Parish (see report on current Dinner
teams on the next page).

Bread is picked up from Angelo’s this
year on Friday nights by: Pam and Tony Rudd, Warren and Marilyn Jone,
Erica Brown, Judy and Alan Tuck, Jan
Delaney, Masa & Yumi Kawamoto,
Hazel Elmslie.

Saturday Night Dinner Workers
from our Parish who behind the Front
Line Dinner teams
Francis Reimer, who has coordinated this program since its inception
in 1997, provides below the names of
Parishioners who have worked behind
the scene very week to make the event
happen:
Cooking teams: Two of the five teams
include individuals from outside our
church. We have a team from St. Martin-in-the Fields and they are replaced
by The Pilgrims team during the winter
months when the driving conditions are
unpredictable.
The other teams are:
 The Reimers and Louise Davies;
 Martha Calhoun, Pat Knowles,
the Kawamotos;
 The Petersens, assisted by Cathy

Others:

 Cathy Blake: sends out the weekly
emails

 M.J. Mann organizes the desserts
each week

 Elaine Brander keeps up with staples in the fridge and cupboards.

 Glenda Hayward's very major role
is described in the report.

Clothing cupboard: Margaret Nelson,
Ana Thompson and Pat Knowles.
John Thompson: attends the dinner
weekly, helping out wherever it is
needed and reaching out to the guests,
as does Margaret Nelson.

Special Appeal
St. John’s is looking for a donation of
a BBQ and tank, as we are down to
one.
Please contact the office if you can
assist.
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Hospitality Meal Programme
Recent statistics on recent Saturday Night Dinner Guests
Date
Team Name
May 20 The Pilgrims
Victoria Day weekend
27 Dental Clinics
Jun

3
10
17
24

Rev Runners
Dental Clinics
Bices
St. Aidan’s

Head of team
# of guests
that night
served
John Thompson
128
Jenn Devlin

134

Michelle Foote
Jenn Devlin
Daphne & Kevin Bice
Pat Ferguson

99
121
124
130

Jul 1 Dental Clinics
Canada Day weekend
8 Siloam United
15 Parish of the Thames
22 Parish of the Thames
29 Salt ‘n Peppers

Jenn Devlin

82

David Little
Larry Edwards
Larry Edwards
David Wighton

119
116
116
100

Aug 5 Pilgrims
Civic Holiday weekend
12 Dental Clinics
19 Parish of the Thames
26 Parish of the Thames

Glenda Hayward

105

John Thompson
119
Patty Luxton
*Cancelled
Patty Luxton
*Cancelled

Sep 2
*Cancelled
Labour Day weekend
* cancellations due to the renovations in the Parish Hall
9 St Aidan’s
Pat Ferguson
87
16 Fellows Family
Fraser Fellows
120
23 St. George’s
Thorndale
Michele Polley
122
(“5 seconds, 9 members on team, dinner of meal loaf,
mashed potatoes, yogurt and cookies”)
30 Siloam United
David Little
Oct 7 The Pilgrims
Thanksgiving weekend
14 Salt ‘n Peppers
21 Dental Clinics
28 Corvette Club

John Thompson

Nov 4
11
18
25

Rev Runners
Team Bice
Salt ‘n Peppers
______________

Michelle Foote
Daphne and Kevin
David Wighton
Paul Verge

Dec

Interact Club
Dental Clinics
Team Fellows
The Pilgrims

Elsa Gash/Michelle Foote
Jenn Devlin
Fraser Fellows
John Thompson

2
9
16
23

David Wighton
Jenn Devlin
Mikw Baerthel
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Outreach Response to Recent Hurricane

Hurricane Relieve for Cuba and Haiti
—PWRDF
The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund has announced an initial grant of $40,000 for immediate response to
Hurricane Irma in Cuba and Haiti.
PWRDF will allocate $20,000 for the appeal for Cuba,
$10,000 for the Episcopal (Anglican) Church of Cuba and
$10,000 to support the rapid response fund request for Haiti.
The relief organizations and the Episcopal Church of Cuba are
continuing to do their assessments.
Our Outreach Committee has decided to send $1000 of
their designated funds to the PWRDF. We invite any who would
like to make a donation for Hurricane Irma relief in Cuba to
write a cheque to “St.
John the Evangelist Anglican Church” with a
memo that it is for
“PWRDF”.
Please pray for those
who are affected and who
are helping in the aftermath of the hurricanes.
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Parishioners In The News
St. John’s Musicians
in the Community
Gerry Lidington Loves
The Accordion

The London Accordion Club was formed
in September, 2013 to promote and share the
knowledge, the music and the fun of the accordion. The club holds meetings on the
fourth Thursday of each month (except in
July and December) at 7PM at the German
Canadian Club, 1 Cove Road, where enthusiasts get together to play and enjoy accordion
music. Admission is $5.00 per person
(waived for first-timers).
All fans of accordion music are invited to
attend the meetings and play a few selections
or just enjoy the music from a variety of accordions and accordionists. Players of all skill
levels are welcome. The meetings are not
competitions.
You may have heard Gerry playing his
accordion with the St. John’s Marching Band
at the St. John’s 5K Run starting line, at
church picnics and at youth coffee hours.
Gerry was classically trained on the piano and later took lessons playing popular
music. As a teenager he purchased his Hohner
accordion at a pawn shop in Montreal and
started to play. He is a self-taught accordion
player and plays mainly singalong and popular songs.

Gerry Lidington

New Horizons Band in Poland
Mike Godwin is in the 2nd row from the
back, while Gerry Fenwick is just left of the
group’s conductor, who is carrying the flag.
UWO New Horizons Band Visits Poland

By Gerry Fenwick (saxophone)
I belong to the New Horizons band
that consists of players of all ages from
the beginner level to players who learned
to play an instrument in their youth and
want to get involved again in music performance. The group does a European
tour every two year and this July visited
the cities of Krakow, Wroclaw and Warsaw in Poland for five performances. My
new bride Mimie (as of April 2017)
joined with our group of 35 band members and 30 family members for the tour.
The people we met were very friendly but since there is not much English
spoken the conversations were limited.
Poland has not participated in accepting
refugees so there is a majority white population. The guide told us there was a
shortage of skilled trades as so many
tradesmen went to the UK for work. The
standing joke in the UK is that if you
want your plumbing fixed call a Polish
plumber probably attests to this migration. Some of the shortage has been filled
by illegal immigration from the Ukraine.
We were surprised at the amazing
reconstruction evident following the destruction during the Second World War.
The Old City in Warsaw has been reconstructed to match the original appearance
but the commercial section now boasts

●

Warsaw

Wroclaw ●

● Krakow
modern buildings, wide streets, tram
ways and bicycle paths. Food is good and
cheap as a restaurant dinner and drink
costs about the equivalent of $20.00.
Cndn.
The trip included a tour of Auschwitz, the large Nazi death camp which
was a stark reminder of the hazards of
allowing political extremism to grow unchecked.
Also on the trip from St. John’s was
Mike Godwin (trombone).

Gerry Fenwick and his new wife
Mimie Thibault on their wedding day

Rod Brawn
Rod is a trumpet player
and St John’s Chorister who
plays in the Stratford Band,
shown at left.
He is greatly in demand at Remembrance Day services with his moving
playing of “The Last Post and “Reveille.
Stratford Concert Band

(Continued on page 11)
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Letter To our Neighbours on the 5k

5k Walk/Run

Dear Neighbour;

Sunday October 15
(from 1:30 on)
By Cory Davies
Please run/walk or sponsor our runners and
walkers!
Free t-shirts, prizes and pizza after the race.
Susan Blocker and her committee are all ready
for the big day. Remember the tie between
Yvonne Collyer and Griffin in the mock race
down the isle after church on September 17? All
of us can participate for real on race day.
Stewart McIntyre will be distributing 300
copies of his following letter next week to invite
the neighbourhood to participate too, and to explain some of St. John’s Outreach programs.

We are the folks at St John’s Church on the corner of Wellington and St
James. As usual, we are holding a 5K run /walk on Sunday afternoon
October 15th. The participants in this event will be sponsored by their
supporters to achieve their best run/walk performance, whatever their
age or circumstance. The run will follow a route that passes close to your
house.
The proceeds of this sponsorship will go toward supporting many of our
social outreach programs. For example, every Saturday night St John
plays dinner host to some 150-200 of London’s less fortunate citizens
and also provides them with needed clothing. Also, we support refugees
acclimatizing to our city, as well as other activities that help many Londoners find employment or decent accommodations. This 5k run is the
largest single activity that sustains our annual budget of $35,000. ,most
of it staying in this city.
You might consider supporting someone close to you to run or walk in
this event. Many of the other participants are students in neighbourhood
or city schools. So perhaps your children already know them. You can
find out more through our website: www.stjohnslondon.ca/staff. Also,
you can phone us (519) 432-3743) with questions and suggestions.
On the day, St John’s is the hub of events before and after the run, including entertainment led by our venerable Marching Band. We invite
you to drop by, enjoy some refreshments and get to know some of your
St. John’s neighbours.
Kind regards,
St John’s Outreach Committee

The Runners

(Continued from page 10)

Hospital regularly.

Music Makers with David Hall

He has talents beyond his early skills
teaching Music at Laurier, singing Bass in
our St. John’s choir under direction of the
late Hugh Mclean who, when he announced he was leaving left St. John’s, our
existing choristers chanted Master of the
Choir, with chorus
but the Choir doesn’t mind at all,
cause then they’re led by David Hall,
another... Master of the Choir.

Former St. John’s Choral Director and
all around talented musician David Hall
has joined a London Jazz band playing
keyboard in The Music Makers.
Formed of 8 veteran jazz musicians
and a jazz singer, they pack an exciting
punch swinging through classic swing era
music.
They have been playing at Parkwood

The Music Makers
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David and Carolyn Hall
David and his daughter Carolyn were part of
Doors Open London on September 16-27 at the
historic Brick Street Cemetery.
By David Hall
I was not in costume this
year - too hot!! But it was Carolyn who was the star. The
Heritage Council came up with
some money recently for Carolyn to write 3 monologues
presented by actors portraying interesting people
buried at Brick Street. Carolyn portrayed Jane
McAdam Griffith (1807-1899) who told the account of her mother who, at age 41, deserted the
family and walked from London to Niagara in
1824 to be with her childhood sweetheart, remained with him for 21 years, had a child, and
upon her lover's death returned to London to find
her husband had also died. A very interesting story, presented brilliantly by Carolyn and with a
Scottish accent. It was exciting when a descendant
of Jane Griffith, the woman Carolyn was portraying, revealed herself in the audience.

(Ex) Parishioner
In The News
By Bob Hayman
David Johnson and his wife Sharon were Parishioner at St. John the
Evangelist during his stay in London.
He was Dean of the Law School at
UWO for 5 years from 1974 to 1979.
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During this time he was a faithful
member of St. John’s Congregation.
Although I did not know him well, as
a parishioner, he was very personable
and approachable, sitting with his
family on the South side of the centre
aisle.
He left Western to become Principal and Vice-Chancellor of McGill
University.
He would have had many opportunities to escort his wife down a few
steps outside when leaving the Sunday church service at St. John’s and
it would appear that it would be quite
a natural custom to do so when escorting the Queen out of a building…
Shame on the Press for criticizing
him!!
He has 5 daughters and he and
his are grandparents to 14 grandchildren.

Criticized by the Press!
Her Majesty the Queen is escorted by
His Excellency the Right Honourable
David Johnston while the Governor
General hosted the monarch at
Canada House in the other London
this July in celebration of Canada’s
150th anniversary.

Remember this Group?

Centre rail at Tower Door was in place
when GG was at SJ. Absence of same
would lead to this gentlemanly gesture
if assistance for HM Queen E. were
required.

Owen Barteet
Our own Owen Barteet has been cast
to play the part of Tiny Tim in this year’s
Christmas production of A Christmas Carol at the Grand Theatre (November 28 to
December 30).

Carolyn and a descendent of Jane
McAdam Griffith

Historic string trio of Alvin Reimer (violin) ,
Bob Hayman (gut bucket) and Rev. Patty
(guitar).
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Summer Adventures
Godwins to Australia
By Peter Godwin
In August Peter,
Evelyn and Mike Godwin travelled to Australia to meet our Auntie
and first cousins. Our mother/
grandmother Mary’s sister left England for Australia in the 1950s as a
teacher, married and had five children at the same time as Mary left
England for Canada as a nurse, married and had Peter and Mike.
Four of our cousins live south
and east of Melbourne, Victoria
(population 4.5 million), one lives in
Broome, West Australia and between
them, our five cousins have 14 children. So, we had lots of places to
stay and people to visit! Everyone
was very friendly and were excellent
hosts, taking time off work and driving us everywhere, hosting dinners
and guiding us to many places.
August is in the depths of the
winter in Melbourne with daytime
highs of 13 Celsius and showers every few days, so sweaters or jackets
were needed – even indoors since
most houses don’t have central heating, or any weather stripping around
doors for example. Our cousins Peter
and Martin each own farms, each
side of a mountain range about two
hours east of Melbourne (Neerim and
Fumina) where the countryside country lanes, fields, rolling hills and
farms are green and just lovely.
Cousins Mary and Elizabeth live

Broome

●

●

Perth
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Munns in Georgian Bay

about half an hour south-east of Melbourne (Sandringham and Mordialloc) and our Auntie Theresa lives
about half way between in Berwick.
From Melbourne we flew four
hours to Broome, on the Indian
Ocean between Perth (2,400 km) and
Darwin (1,800 km). Our cousin Damien is a solar and diesel generator
contractor there serving a radius of
1,000 km well into the extreme Outback. His customers are schools,
resorts, residences and numerous
1,000,000 acre cattle stations
(ranches to us). August is in the middle of their dry season so their sky is
pure blue from March to October
with no rain or clouds. The daytime
temperature was in the low 30s Celsius, but because it is so dry, the humidex was a nice 28 Celsius. From
there we took a 200 km camping trip
to Aboriginal territory at Cape
Leveque across some very dusty and
rough roads and an amazing oceanside 4 wheel drive trek.
From there we flew across the
country to Cairns in Queensland
where we had a tour of the Great
Barrier Reef, an ancient rainforest,
rented a car and spent a day in some
lovely beach-side resort towns and
explored Cairns.
Then it was back to Melbourne
and good bye visits and dinners before flying back home.

We all said how great it is for all
of us that our mothers Mary and Theresa have been so good over the past
58 years of making sure their families in Australia and Canada
●
Darwin
knew about each other and were
part of the family because even
●
Cairns
though with one exception we
had never met each other and
live on opposite sides of the
world. It seemed like we had
known each other for years and
now that we have met, we expect some of our cousins will
●
Sydney
travel here in the next couple of
years, and we of course are ponMelbourne ●
dering our next trip!

Cousins Mary and
Damien (centre) with
Mike (left) and Evelyn
(right) in Broome

By Fred Munn
We spent most of the summer at our cottage at Pointe au Baril, on one of the tiniest
of the 30,000 Islands along the eastern shore
of Georgian Bay. This beautiful area is the
prime habitat of Canada’s only venomous
snake, the Massassauga rattler, so we keep our eyes open;
several other snake species can also be found.
All our local travel is, of course, by boat. One day, as we
prepared to tie up to our dock, we saw a large snake swimming beside us. We knew it wasn’t a rattler from the way it
swam, so we had no fear of approaching it. We watched as it
slithered up the shore and basked on the rock. After we landed, we were able to see it up close. It was an impressive size,
about four feet long, and we decided it was a northern water
snake. (I thought it was very handsome, though not all
agreed.) We watched it for a few minutes, until it disappeared into the rocks.
Next day, Jane was tending some plants when she heard
a commotion; the snake was furiously battling a large mink-another creature we often see. The mink gained the upper
hand (?) and dragged the still-thrashing snake into the water
and swam away, soon coming back onto the shore, with the
now-limp snake firmly in its jaws. I was able to get a not-toogood photo of that. The mink then swam to another, nearby
island with its prey, presumably to enjoy dinner. Maybe several dinners.
We were kind of sorry to lose the snake, as they help to
control the mouse population, but knew we were lucky to see
this unusual example of nature, “red in tooth and claw”.
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Homily by Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie
Sermon Preached at St.
John the Evangelist on
24. September 2017
By The Rev’d Dr.
Stephen McClatchie
“The kingdom of
heaven is like an landowner who went out early in the morning
to hire labourers for his vineyard.” They
are offered the usual daily wage and they
head off into his vineyard and get to work.
But then the landowner goes back to the
market square at 9 o’clock, at noon, at 3
o’clock, and again at 5 o’clock and does
the same thing: hires workers and sends
them into the vineyard. Then at evening,
he gathers them all together to give them
their wages, starting with those last hired
and ending with those first hired: each of
them received the usual daily wage, the
same amount.
Then at evening, he gathers them all
together to give them their wages, starting with those last hired and ending with
those first hired: each of them received
the usual daily wage, the same amount.
When we lived in Regina, there was a
place where people looking for a day’s
work would gather in the morning. Contractors and others would pull up and indicate that they needed two people to unload a truck or put up drywall for the day;
someone would step up, they’d agree on
the pay, and off they would go. This went
on for a few hours each morning. The
payment was probably cash only and the
work, I expect, was mostly back-breaking.
I always think about that when I hear
this story about the labourers in the vineyard because it gives me a concrete image
of it. But it doesn’t take much imagination
to enter into it: how would you would feel
if you had worked all day in the hot sun
and some lazy jerk who wandered in the
late afternoon got the same pay as you
did? I don’t know about you, but I would
be pretty ticked off…

Um … no. Not when you’re being
unfair.
Hmm. That’s the thing about grace:
it’s offensive. It ticks people off because
it rains down on those we would rather
didn’t receive it.
When you think about this story,
where do you see yourself in it? If I am
honest, all too often I find myself feeling
like one of the early-morning hires, grumbling and feeling resentful. Too often, I
am a 6:00 a.m. Christian.
You know: always there on time,
prayers said, homework done, properly
dressed for a day’s labour in the Church
or the university. And maybe sometimes a
little judgemental about what other people
say or do or don’t do.
It’s easy to be a 6 a.m. Christian in
the Church and in our society. Always
there to contribute to the pot luck or help
out at the bazaar. And maybe, if we’re
honest, sometimes a bit resentful of those
who never help out.
Jonah was a 6 a.m. Christian.
I think that I have said this before: I
love Jonah. He’s my favourite prophet
because he is so flawed, like me—like all
of us. When God calls Jonah to call out
the wickedness of Nineveh, what does he
do? Nope. Not me, God. He takes off.
Jumps on a ship headed for Tarshish. But
he can’t run from God… After a storm
and a journey in the belly of a large fish,
Jonah finally says “ok God” and goes to
Nineveh and gives them God’s message:
“you guys are toast in 40 days” [“Forty
days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”] So Jonah feels pretty pleased
with himself: although it took a while, he
did what God asked him to do and smugly
felt that he was right with God.
He was like one of the labourers in
the vineyard: ok, maybe not one of those
first hired, not really a 6 a.m. Christian
because of the running away and all, but
probably a 9 a.m. one.

Uh yeah. I worked my butt off all day
and buddy here just breezes in at the eleventh hour and you gave him the same
thing that you gave me.

But how did the inhabitants of Nineveh respond to Jonah? From king to the
lowliest commoner, they believed God,
proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth
and ashes and repented. And God saw
what they did and God changed His mind
and did not destroy them.

“Am I not allowed to do what I
choose with what belongs to me?”

And how did Jonah react? He got really angry. How dare God change His

“Friend, … are you envious because I
am generous?”
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mind and make him look stupid… It was
all about him: he had done what God
asked and now Jonah wanted his daily
wage: that his prophecy would be fulfilled. After all, who wants to be a failed
prophet?
“Friend, … are you envious because I
am generous?”
I know that it’s easy for us to be 6
a.m. Christians and to grumble and grouse
about people who do not say, do, or wear
the right things, or like the right music.
We want new people to come to St.
John’s but … let’s be really honest, we
don’t want them to sit in our pew. We
don’t want them to ask why we still do
Morning Prayer from the BCP—they
won’t ask this of course, because it’s our
jargon, our code. (Say “BCP” on the street
and you’ll get blank looks.) But I guarantee that some will wonder why we are
using such archaic language that seemingly has no relevance or resonance with the
world around us. I think that we have
done everything that we possibly can to
make our services accessible to newcomers. Everything they need to know is in
the bulletin (which mostly we’ve stopped
calling the evangel); we kill trees for Jesus every week so that people don’t need
to flip between books. We have tried to
put instructions in the bulletin about
standing or sitting. The Worship Committee has spent hours preparing leaflets
about how we worship at St. John’s and
what it means to be an Anglican. (And
they are excellent.) We are trying to be
welcoming and responsive as possible—
but, if I am honest, only to a point. Despite Bruce’s efforts on the Committee,
we, as a community, are resistant to
change. I am resistant to change. Most of
us love the beauty of this church: its
stained glass and carved wood. The way
that the high altar is the focal point of the
space, visible to all, and framed by the
rood screen—the third rail here at St.
John’s. We don’t want to mess with it.
Most of us are proud of our musical tradition and are glad that we don’t have to
suffer electric guitars and drums.
And you know what: that’s ok. There
are other Anglican churches in London
with different space that allows for different worship and with different musical
traditions that satisfy different tastes. It’s
ok to love what we love. But it’s easy to
be a 6 a.m. Christian.
I feel strongly about these things, just
like I feel that there is a right way for me
to dress and to preside as a priest. And it’s
(Continued on page 15)
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hard sometimes not to grumble about
those—not in this church of course—who
think differently.
But then a Gospel reading like today’s comes around. A reading that accuses me and all 6 a.m. Christians. A
reading that reminds us of the glorious
offensiveness of grace, that reminds me
that these things don’t matter—that, actually, when we divide the world into acceptable and unacceptable, into us and
them; when we draw lines in the sand,
Jesus is always on the other side, pouring
out grace on those who tick us off. It
makes me uncomfortable because it
makes me realize how much that I, a
priest in the Church, how often I fall short
of what God expects.
Don’t we all feel like this sometimes?
Like there is a gap—a chasm sometimes—between the self that we show to
the world and our secret self, the self that
no one knows.
I think that this gap is one way of understanding what St. Paul says about suffering in his letter to the Philippians. “For
he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of
suffering for him as well.” When I first
read it, I thought: nope, not going preach
about this text. How can suffering be a
privilege? Seems like kind of a twisted
theology to me.

15
But it stuck with me all week. The
privilege of suffering for Christ.
St. Paul goes on: “… since you are
having the same struggle that you saw I
had and now hear that I still have.” Paul is
often brutally honest about himself in his
letters: he gets angry, he lashes out, he
laments how he often does the very thing
that he does not want to do. Paul suffers,
like we all suffer, because he sins.
But I think the privilege is that of being reminded when we fall short, when
that gap between who we want to be and
who we often are seems unbridgeable,
that it is in that very moment of suffering
that God is there. Because it doesn’t matter how wide that gap is or whether it’s
fair that the 5 o’clock workers are paid the
same wage as those of us who have been
slaving away since 6 a.m. What matters
is God.
And so the main point of the story is
not to accuse me, or you, of being 6 a.m.
Christians. It’s not about adding another
thing to our “to do” lists. The story isn’t
about me, or you, it is about the landowner. It is about God. About how God keeps
going back to the market place, looking
for us. Tapping us on the shoulder and
inviting us to work in God’s vineyard.
We do not attain the kingdom because the
other workers accept us but because God
comes and gets us.
That’s the Good News of the Gospel.

A St. John’s Parishioner
Comments...
Great Homily Steve!!
This story from Mathew’s Gospel 20; 1...16 has
been high on my list of quotable remembrances.
Particularly as we remembered that great book
Sir Abner and the Grape Pickers. It used to surface every time we met Union leaders to renegotiate their expiring contracts. Their many
arguing point for an increase in hourly wage was
that ****** trade in ***** city was earning
more!! Book still available when searching the
Internet!
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It’s not about making you or me feel bad
for being resentful or judgemental. It’s
about God’s abundant grace, freely given
and impartial.
Because it does not matter when we
go into the vineyard. God’s love and mercy and forgiveness are there for all: a never-ending, generous supply. God’s love
can never be used up. It is never too late
for God’s grace because God is always
searching us out and inviting us into the
vineyard.
The vineyard is like the kingdom of
heave because it is a place of reconciliation, where no matter how late we are, we
are accepted by God and given the same
wage: eternal life through Jesus Christ.
There is a story that I heard once that
gets at the heart of the grace we have been
talking about. An African king was visiting Britain during the reign of Queen Victoria. At a state dinner, the guests were
presented with a finger bowl between
courses and the African king, not familiar
with such things, took it in up in his
hands, put it to his lips, and drank the water in the finger bowl. There was a moment of shocked silence as the great and
the good saw and judged. And Queen
Victoria picked up her finger bowl, put it
to her lips, and drank.
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A Journey in Children and Youth Ministry Development
By Ilona Bevan
Children and Youth
Ministry Developer
It’s been a year since I
first stepped into the brand
new position of Children
and Youth Ministry Developer at St. John’s. By the Ilona Bevan
grace of God and through the skills and
support of a wonderful team of teachers,
kids, parents, staff, and supporters, we’ve
journeyed through what has been a tremendous year of exploration and discovery. Fueled by St. John’s past success
and dreams and visions of a bright future, my focus has been to enhance Intergenerational services/ministry, design
church school curriculum, develop additional children and youth ministry opportunities, and provide and facilitate opportunities for Family Community Outreach.
Intergenerational Ministry:
In 2017, Intergenerational services
were adjusted slightly so as to include a
new children’s corner within the church
at it was such a hit, we’ve used it ever
since. The cloister has become a place
where children can draw, sculpt, paint,
read, or play before, during, or after
church and has provided a smooth welcoming introduction into the church service space. It is less stressful on a child
and their parent visiting for the first time,
to remain in church until people and faces become familiar. The cloister play
space has become a meeting place for
kids and a space to make new friends
much like
the coffee
time is for
adults. It

also helps the children look forward to
their time in church because they see it
as a space also for them. It is not uncommon to see children drift from their activities back to the pews and then back to
more activities as they grow in church
they will be as comfortable in the pew as
at play. I pray that many of you who are
not directly involved with church school
will find it comfortable and easy to bring
your pre-service coffee over the children’s corner to extend your welcome to
families and our youngest members.
Church School Curriculum:
In Church school, we covered four
especially designed units: The Church,
The Beatitudes, Truth and Reconciliation, and the Power of Prayer. We welcomed several special guests to share
their knowledge: a dance group from
Burlington (praying the Lord’s Prayer), a
First Nation family (introduction to
songs and culture), Cory Davies
(Outreach) and Rev. Lyndon (St. Francis). Children enjoyed sharing their
learning with the congregation through a
showcase and demonstration on their
church school units, and by making of a
church video telling the story of St. John
the Evangelist. This fall we will focus
on Creation and on the presentation of a
new original pageant called, “Christmas
in Our Time”.
Ministry Development:
As a way to expand our religious
education offerings, an Ash Wednesday
Religious Release program for school
age children included children from 3
parishes. We baked prayer pretzels,
walked a labyrinth, and made Lenten
gifts. We also hosted a Good Friday
Children’s service (40 attended) in which
families
followed
Jesus’
journey to the
cross through 5
interactive stations. There’s
nothing
like
sharing a good
thing
with
friends, so we

Special Guest: First Nations
(Truth and Reconciliation Unit)

hosted a special Friendship Sunday and
invited friends from St. Christopher’s
Anglican Church in Burlington to lead us
in a liturgical dance workshop in which
many children learned how to dance the
Lord’s Prayer. Once school was out, St.
John’s and St. James Westminster
teamed up for a full-day summer camp
on the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Over the
summer, St. John’s also made connections with 9 youth from several high
schools in our city and we’ve benefited
greatly by their donations of volunteer
time into our Nursery makeover (located
downstairs), and you may also see them
providing additional help at parish events
over the next few months. It is an honour
that these youth have chosen St. John’s
as a place they wish to volunteer because
there are many other opportunities offered in our city. Please be sure to chat to
our young volunteers should you meet
one. They have a vast variety of aspirations, talents, and interests and you’ll be
enriched at by what they have to share.
Family Community Outreach:
Whether we were putting on a production about Canadian history like we
did in June or arranging flowers on our
church lawn in May, or collecting loose
change for goats like we did in Lent and
Easter, the focus is on engaging, in a caring way, with our community and our
world. Here are just some of the ways we
reached out this year:

 PWRDF goat project for Lent
 Pop up Art Station (Rock Painting
Saturday night meal program)

 Mother’s Day tea cups and fundraiser
for CYFM ($800 raised)

 Coffee House with evening prayer
 Play Production celebrating Canada’s
150 (Student Summer Jobs Grant)

 Make a Kite 100 in 1 day participant
(city wide event)

 Nursery Reno project involved volunteers from local high schools (A.B.
Lucas, Central, Wilfred Laurier, H.B.
Beal).

(Continued on page 17)
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How to support a Children’s Program
It takes an entire congregation to raise a children’s and youth
program. More than ever, I see that any ministry needs to be a
team effort, and children’s ministry is no exception. It boils
down to five things.
Helpful Tips for Setting the Stage for
Successful Children and Youth Ministry
Smile: your facial expressions speak volumes
Pledge: children’s programs get cut in congregations with
poor finances but a good children’s program is a sign of a
healthy church
Offer: See something you could do? Offer; it just might be
the very thing we need most but don’t have time to formally
ask for. For example, I’ve had people offer to put up posters
about our programs for me, or arrange for a guest speaker,
or bring baking to an event, or donate their craft supplies
and it’s been a HUGE help. THANK YOU!
Encourage: We hope seeing children at church encourages
you. We all need a pick me up so if you see a family showing up tired and stressed, an encouraging word helps a lot.
Come: Did you know your presence in church is a gift to
our program?... People, including families, love coming
into a church that seems happy, buzzing with optimism and
that is full of kind people. Your presence matters and all
you need to do to make St. John’s awesome is to be awesome! It’s really that simple

Christmas Preparations at St. John’s
Actors needed for Christmas in out Time, original play by
Ilona Bevan.

Nursery makeover—before and after

Dancing
to The
Lord’s
Prayer
(in
library)

What would happen if the Nativity figures were alive in our
time? Would they need to do some retraining? Is the Nativity
and what it represents even relevant today? Are the characters
already present in our time and we just don’t see them?
“Christmas in Our Time” follows a set of Nativity figures
that are beginning to question their own worth. God grants the
Nativity figures the opportunity to be part of modern times for
the three days before Christmas but with the condition they agree
to retrain for their new modern professions. When they encounter a struggling young couple who learn their child will be born
with special needs, will the Nativity figures decide to stay in
their new roles, or will they discover their truth worth for the
first time?
Save The Date: Christmas in Our Time” Two performances:
December 10th at the 10:30am service; same day: 3:00pm.

Painting
friendship
rocks
(in classroom)

Thanksgiving Floral Centerpieces
Available for order and pick-up!

Mini-pumpkin arrangements are a great small gift for family and friends or a
wonderful centerpiece for your table. Come make your own, or pick up your
order on Saturday October 7th or 10th between 10-12:30pm.
A special teen DIY night will be offered on
Friday October 6th.
DIY $15.00; premade: $20 each or 2 for $30.
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Homily by Rev. Dr. John Thompson
By Rev. Dr. John Thompson
Matthew 10: 40-42
July 2nd 2017
40 "Whoever welcomes you welcomes me,
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the
one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a
prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's reward; and whoever
welcomes a righteous person in the name
of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42 and whoever
gives even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will
lose their reward."
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes
the one who sent me..”
These are words of reassurance to a
motley crew of individuals sorely in need of
reassurance.
In the passages leading up to today’s
reading, Jesus has been telling his disciples what they are to do. They are to
proclaim, and show, that the Kingdom of
heaven has come near.
He assures them that they have been
given incredible power – to heal as they
have seen Jesus heal – to cure every disease
and sickness, even death, and to cast out
unclean spirits.
But that power will have a cost. They
are to go as beggars – taking with them only
the clothes on their backs. They will be
shunned, even arrested and possibly
flogged. Their lives will be put in peril.
They may have to choose between Jesus
and their own families if it comes to that.
And they may die – “…. Those who lose
their life for my sake will find it.”
But – Jesus reassures them – if anyone
welcomes you, please understand that I am
with you, at your side, just as my Father is
with me.
I’ve trying to learn more about St.
Francis. Why, among all the saints, is his
name so prominent? So I’ve been reading a
21st century biography which, I hope, isn’t
contaminated by the myths that make early
biographies so unreliable. But it does contain an account of Francis’ ‘conversion’
from a rich playboy to a ‘saint-in-progress’.
His conversion – his rejection of his
former lifestyle and adoption of a way life
very similar to the one Jesus prescribed for
his disciples – came about not because of a
miraculous vision, a dream, or a voice from

heaven. It came about because Frances had
an encounter with a group of lepers. Lepers
were the feared outcasts of medieval society. If not confined to leper houses, they
travelled in groups, lived outside city
boundaries, and were forbidden to enter
churches or marketplaces. They announced
their presence by the ringing of a bell. Leprosy, everyone knew, was a punishment for
sin, “purgatory on earth”. And Frances had
deliberately sought them out.
It must have been a strange sight. A
young man, dressed in the latest fashion and
mounted on a horse, riding up to a collection of men and women outside the walls of
Assisi. They would have been dressed in
rags, many barefoot, and they would have
scattered at his approach.
But instead of riding through and past
them, he halts and dismounts. He speaks to
them, though we do not know what he says.
As he does this he searches their faces. He
has never before been so close to men and
women afflicted with this dread disease.
Why does he do this? Out of pity? Compassion?
And what goes through their minds?
Are they afraid he is about to attack them,
as they have been attacked before, so many
times. They are powerless.
But Francis speaks gently to them,
greets them, looks into their faces, into their
eyes, and sees their beauty.
And they, in turn, see in his face not
disgust or fear but concern.
In Francis own words, he marveled that
he did not find them repugnant, and was
able ‘to do them mercy’. We do not know
what act of mercy he performed. It may
have been simply speaking to them. Or he
may have offered them his purse. They
certainly would have wondered what possessed him to make himself so vulnerable,
so obviously wishing to connect with them.
But they did respond to him, did make
that human connection, and it changed
Francis’ life.
As he wrote, “And in going among
them, what had seemed to me bitter was
changed for me into sweetness of soul and
body.”
Francis had discovered that Christ is
encountered in the midst of suffering.
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes
the one who sent me.”
Welcoming. In Francis’ encounter with
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this group of lepers, you have to ask – who
is being welcomed and who is doing the
welcoming?
We are rightly proud of our Saturday night meal program. For twenty
years we have welcomed well over a hundred guests each week. They tell us that
we serve one of the best hospitality meals
in town.
The majority of guests on a given Saturday are regulars, people that before me
Rob Luxton got to know. He represented
St. John’s, and when he left I stepped into
his shoes. Since then I’ve been there almost
every Saturday. I joke that my job is to
know where to find the toilet plungers, but
in fact my job is to welcome our guests.
In doing this I’m very privileged. With
the exception of Margaret and her team in
the clothing cupboard, I’m the only constant
our guests know from week to week. It’s a
different team each week that serves the
meal – we currently have sixteen – and in
the hour that dinner is served they are too
busy to sit down and talk with our guests,
let alone learn their names. And between
the two parties is a counter, or a table.
I don’t have those barriers. I have the
time to get caught up with the guests that I
know. And I can sit down for a few
minutes with a stranger, introduce myself,
and ask if they’d like to talk.
When I do this I know I am making
myself vulnerable, open to rejection. It
does happen. But more often I am invited
to sit down. Most folks see me an equal,
and know that I can be trusted with their
stories.
Much like the lepers sought out by St.
Francis. Their welcome of him enabled him
to see them as fellow humans, individuals
formed in the image of God. Just as I have
come to see our guests on Saturday night.
Vulnerability is something we tend to
avoid at all costs. It is far easier to maintain
the social barriers that separate humans than
to risk embarrassment or rejection. Yet
crossing that line has huge rewards, as as
Francis discovered and as I have found.
It is what God would have us do. Indeed, it was God who in the incarnation –
living among us in human form – demonstrated the power of vulnerability to change
our minds about God and what God was all
about.
When I go home after each week’s
meal, I feel a bit of that “sweetness of soul
and body” Francis wrote about. I feel
blessed that I have been among friends that,
without the meal program, I never would
have known.
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Diocese of Huron Bishop’s Conference
September 20-22, 2017
By John Thompson
Lyndon, Stephen, and I were present, along with virtually
all the clergy in the Diocese, at this year’s Bishop’s conference
held at the Mount Carmel retreat centre in Niagara Falls. The
weather was glorious and the proceedings inspiring.
Much of the time was spent reconnecting with old friends
and colleagues, worshipping together, and learning what was
on Bishop Linda’s mind – and letting her know what was on
ours.
But the truly inspiring aspect came from the Rev’d Nadia
Bolz-Weber, a Lutheran priest from Denver. Over three sessions we learned of her background – fundamentalist Christian
turned alcoholic turned faithful follower of Christ. We learned
that she ministers to a growing congregation of Denver’s marginalized in rented church quarters. We learned of her absolute passion for God’s grace and the need for forgiveness. We
learned of her humility and admired her imagination in bringing the word of God to her parish. We learned of her conviction that the word of God, as we Anglicans and Lutherans receive it, need not be massaged by new liturgical expressions
and experimentation.
She has published two books that are well worth reading –
“Pastrix: the Cranky and Beautiful Faith of a Sinner and Saint
(2013)” and “Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong
People (2015)”. Her use of the English language may offend
some (Jim Hartley refers to her as ‘potty-mouthed’) but not,
apparently, the 100+ clergy in attendance – or their Bishop.

Nadia Bolz-Weber

See http://www.nadiabolzweber.com for more.

Living Life Marked as Christ’s Own
From www.ssje.org/5marksoflove
In our Baptism, we were “sealed by the Holy Spirit”
and “marked as Christ’s own forever” by God’s grace, we
share in the Divine Life, given to us in Baptism. How does
this Life express itself in and through us? If we are
“marked as Christ’s own,” what are the “marks of love” that
characterize the Divine Life abiding and at work within us?
This six-week series provides the opportunity to observe and to reflect on the ways in which the Divine Life
expresses itself in and through us; individually and in our
faith communities, as well as in the world around us. Each
week will explore the Anglican Marks of Mission (Tell,
Teach, Tend, Transform and Treasure) through videos,
questions and exercises so we can speak more clearly and
act truthfully, motivated always by hearts marked by God’s
love.
The Marks of Love are not simply a list of tasks to be
checked off one after the other; they are signs that our life is
rooted and grounded in the Being of God. The Brothers of

SSJE will draw on their own monastic spirituality to help us
balance action with contemplation, so that our words and
deeds proceed from the deepest places of our hearts, where
God dwells. The resource encourages us to reflect on how
we should live, not what we should do.
This series is designed for use by individuals or small
groups. In small groups, facilitators will guide the growing
process as participants discuss and learn together. For individuals, daily videos and reflections will lead them through
a similar process. Ultimately participants will learn to offer
themselves, body and soul, to God’s Mission, and to live
for God’s glory. Materials and videos are free online and as
downloads.
Sign up for a Free PDF Workbook
Read Reflection
Facilitators guide & Young Adults
Children’s Guide
Logos, Templates & more
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Library Corner September 2017
By Judy Tuck

Welcome back to your library! Here are
some great new books for you to check
out.

Carlson, Richard Don’t Sweat the Small
Stuff at Work (650.1 CAR)
From the “Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff”
series, this book discusses conflict management in the workplace.

Linn, Dennis Sleeping with Bread (248.4
LIN)
The authors have written this little guide
to help readers grow spiritually. The
book leads readers through a process of
examining their lives by asking themselves two questions:
“For what am I most
grateful?” and, “For what
am I least grateful?”

Murray, Andrew 199 Treasures of WisHeyman, Richard How to Say it to Teens
dom on Talking with God (248.32
(649.12 HEY)
MUR)
Andrew Murray was a missionary in Richard Heyman, a communications
Wilkinson, Philip IllustratSouth Africa and a Christian author. and education professor at the Universied
Dictionary of Religions
This little book is a compilation of writ- ty of Calgary, has written a guidebook
(J200
WIL)
ings drawn from Murray’s works, on the for parents on how to have conversaThis
is an illustrated
topic of prayer and communion with tions with their teens, helping parents
guide
to
the world’s mafind the right words to raise difficult
God.
jor
religions
for children
issues such as contraception, bullying or
and
young
people.
peer pressure.

Passages
R.I.P.
Shelagh Jean Martin-McLaren
May 24, 2017
Donald Brian Hampson (91)
August 16, 2017
R.I.P. Former Parishioners
Bob Steele
(long time parishioner and
choir member for 43 years)
May 9, 2017
Hugh John McLean
(our former organist and choir
director in the 1970s, 80s and 90s)
July 30, 2017

Upcoming Events
Sunday October 1—Blessing of Animals
Service
Sunday October 1– The Jeffery Concert
“Celebration” @ St. John’s
2:30 pm
Jan Overdin (organ)
Barrie Cabena (organ)
Shawn Spicer (trumpet)
Joined by the Choir of St. John’s and with
friends of the Jeffery Concerts, under the
direction of Dr. Allan Bevan
Friday October 6—Fruit & vegetable
Donations
invited for decorating the Church
Friday October 6—Teen DIY Thanksgiving
Floral Centrepieces
(details on page 17)
Sunday October 15
Annual 5k Fun Run (2:30 pm)
Fellowship and Fitness

Vonnie and fellow runner officially opened the
5k Walk/Run publicity by running down the
church aisle on a recent Sunday
this list with you and bring a bag or two of food
and other items to our church and we will deliver it to a local food bank on World Food Day,
which is Monday October 16th.
So let us show our thanks to God by giving
a bag of food and other items.

September 29—Family Create Nite
Friday
Here’s your list:
6-8pm
 pasta,
Invite some friends and come unleash your
 pasta sauce,
creative juices using items from our craft
 can pasta,
cupboards. Make a gift, decoration, or awesome piece of art to exhibit on Oct. 1st at
 various soups,
the 10:30 service. All teens, kids, and par canned vegetables,
ents are invited. We supply all materials, all
 children lunch snacks,
you need to do is bring a snack to share.
 toilet paper
Mon. October 16, 2017—World Food Day
Sunday December 10
At this time of year we give thanks for all
Pageant “Christmas In Our Time”
that God has provided for us by giving and
Two performances:
sharing of that abundance. So I invite you to do
10:30 am service and 3:00 pm
a little shopping for those in need. If you are
(details on page 16)
able, the next time you go food shopping take

