
Banner 
The Church of St. John the Evangelist 

By The Reverend Lyndon 

Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf 

On May 7th we honoured 

Saint John the Apostle, Saint 

John the Divine, Saint John the 

Evangelist, all titles of the pa-

tron saint of our parish, a Galile-

an fisherman who was called with his brother 

James and followed Jesus to become “a fisher 

for people.” John and his brother were so 

impetuous in their behaviour that Jesus nick-

named them “Sons of thunder.” Nevertheless, 

with Peter and James, John was one of the 

three disciples that Jesus chose to have with 

him on those occasions when he wanted peo-

ple he could trust.  

What inspiration can we find from our 

patron saint as we look to the future in hope? 

How are we called to follow Christ into ful-

filling the Mission of God in our parish trust-

ing in the Grace of God to lead us? 

If we follow the example of John the 

Evangelist then we are to fish for people. 

This is a rather poetic way of becoming evan-

gelists. Evangelists are messengers of Christ 

who go out to share the Good News of Life 

and Hope. Our word “Gospel” comes from 

the Greek word meaning “Good News.” Are 

we impetuous enough to share the Good 

News of life after death in a world that seems 

to dismiss any compassionate action as weak 

and soft? 

Recently we have heard about decline in 

churches, about the cultural shift around us 

that has made it more difficult for people to 

be committed followers of Christ. Recently 

we have gained a clearer picture of the needs 

of our parish to raise funds to repair our 

beautiful building. All these things can be 

discouraging, but if we look inside for the 

light of Christ in us that calls us to follow 

where God is leading us, then the path ahead 

is always one of hope and peace and love. 

In order to follow our patron St. John’s 

example we each need to have a clear picture 

of how the message of Jesus’ life, work, 

death and resurrection has given us new hope 

and new life. How has this message trans-

formed your life? And how can you tell your 

story of transformation to another so that they 

can experience the transformation through 

new hope and new life in their lives?  

According to the Book of the Acts of the 

Apostles in the Bible, our Patron St. John 

later became a pillar of the church at Jerusa-

lem and shared the leadership with Peter. 

Some traditions say that John eventually set-

tled at Ephesus, a city on the Mediterranean 

coast of Asia Minor. There he oversaw the 

Church and gathered a lively circle of stu-

dents, who had great influence on Christian 

life and thought throughout the region. Out of 

this “community of the beloved disciple” 

came the Gospel and the three Letters which 

are attributed to John in the New Testament. 

Instead of the impulsive “Son of thunder,” 

the Gospel and Letters of John reflect the 

mind of a fine theologian who reflected deep-

ly on the transformative mystery of Christ.  

This Gospel of John shows a picture of 

the early Christians attempting to translate 

the language and images of this Hebrew Mes-

siah named Jesus into the Greek Religious 

and philosophical language of the people 

living in the Greek and Roman world that 

surrounded the Jewish people in Israel and 

Judah. So John uses the key image of “light” 

– God as light in the darkness, “lumos”, 

which was a Greek image associated with all 

things Divine. 

John, as one of the first evangelists, one 

of the first messengers of the Good News, is 

trying to explain who this Jesus person was 

to the rest of the world and what difference 

Jesus’ life and teaching and resurrection 

make in the life of the world. And this con-

tinues to be our task today.  

We are all in different places in our lives 

and the words of scripture will say different 

things to each of us each time we hear them. 

And, like John the Evangelist, our patron 

saint, we are sent out to help the world out 

there to understand the transformative power 

of the life, teaching, death and resurrection of 

Jesus for our time in this place within our 

understanding of how the world works, and 

with respect for the diversity of human life 

and experience.  

Each week we gather to hear the words 

that our Christian ancestors have passed 

down to us through the ages. For some these 

words are comforting and encouraging. For 

others these words seems archaic and limit-

ing. For all of us these words need attention 

and discernment so that we can grow more 

deeply in faith and discern more clearly what 

God is calling us to do in our world through 

the grace and power we receive in the New 

Life of Christ.  

We are the light of the world because 

Jesus is the light of the world shining through 

us.  

At this time of year we affirm the power 

of life over death, of love over hate, of light 

in the darkness as John says. May we carry 

that affirmation into our world to spread hope 

and peace in the name of Christ who brings 

New Life and Light, following the example 

of our patron Saint John the Evangelist. 

Amen. 

May 2017 

St. John the Evangelist and the Mission of God 

 

Hallelujah 

Chorus 
Under the direction of 

our Musical Director 

Allan Bevan, the Choir, 

Brass, Percussion, Piano 

and Congregation rejoice 

on Easter Sunday with a 

spectacular rendition of 

Handel’s famous piece. 



The Banner                                                                                   2                                                                               May 2017 

 

 

The Church of 
St. John the Evangelist 

Banner 
 

280 St. James St. 
London, Ontario 

 

Phone 519-432-3743 

Fax 519-432-5802 
office@stjohnslondon.ca 

www.stjohnslondon.ca 
 

StJohnsLondon 
 

StJohnsLondon 
 

 

Co-Editors / Publishers 

Bob Hayman 

Michael Hayman 
 

Photo Credits 

Bob Hayman, 

Michael Hayman, 

Rev. Lyndon, Peter Godwin,  

Fred Munn, Craig Douglas, 

Stewart McIntyre, 

Petey Noble 

 

Rector 

The Rev. 

Lyndon Hutchison-Hounsell 

226-977-2025 
 

Priest Assistant 

The Rev. Dr. 

Stephen McClatchie 
 

Deacon 

The Rev. Dr. John Thompson 

 

Honorary Assistant 

The Venerable 

Mickey Chovaz 

L.Th. 

519-472-8654 

 

Musical Director 

Allan Bevan 

 

Children and Youth 

Ministry Developer 

Ilona Bevan 

 

People’s Wardens 
Sean Purdy   519-471-0747 

Erica Brown 519-204-3668 
 

Rector’s Wardens 
Petey Noble   519-434-9408 

Cody Barteet    519-672-8072 
 

Church Secretary 

Kate Drum 

 

Volume 8 No. 6 

Parish News 

Bishop Right Reverend Linda Nicholls with, from left, Evelyn Godwin, Veronica Lloyd and Dionne Younge. 

Above: Pam and Tony Rudd (2nd and 3rd from left) 
Below: Some of the parishioners enjoying the lunch 

Retirement of Tony Rudd 

Confirmation Service 
Three members of our parish were among 11 candidates confirmed on May 7 at the London 

Deanery Confirmation Service at St. Michael and All Angels church. 

A luncheon was held in the 

Parish Hall after the service on 

Sunday April 2 to thank Tony 

and Pam Rudd for Tony’s years 

of planning and nurturing the 

beautiful gardens outside the 

church. Contributions have 

been received to purchase a 

garden bench that will be 

placed in the garden in his hon-

our. 

mailto:office@stjohnslondon.ca
http://www.stjohnslondon.ca
http://www.twitter.com/StJohnsLondon
http://www.facebook.com/StJohnsLondon
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Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Supper 
A hard working team of talented Gen-

tlemen of the Parish prepared and served a 

pancake supper to the congregation who 

attended. Music for the gathering was pro-

vided by a group of jazz players organized 

by Rod Braun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samia’s Syrian Supper 
Samia Alfarekh and her friends pre-

pared a classical Syrian dinner on Sunday 

February 26, which was enjoyed by some 

50 happy parishioners. 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

Gabriel and his 

St. John’s Organ 
A tribute concert to London 

Master Organ Builder Gabriel 

Kney was held at St. John’s on 

Saturday March 4, featuring 

organists Angus Sinclair and 

Michael Bloss on our Kney or-

gan. Gabriel designed and built 

our organ in 1984 

Gabriel is pictured 
above in front of 
the organ with the 
installed exposed 
pipes, chatting with 
his admirers after 
the concert. 
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Vonnie Collyer 
Chair of London 

Affordable Housing 

Foundation 

 

Vonnie Collyer has served as chair of 

LAHF since April 2014.  Trained as a 

physical education teacher, she currently 

works as a real estate broker. Vonnie has 

been very active in Outreach at St. 

John’s. She has been Chair for 4 years 

and is stepping down this year 

There are 11 members on the Board.  

Currently on the Board are other mem-

bers from St. John’s, Cory Davies, John 

Thompson, and former St. John’s mem-

ber Jean Peacock 

The LAHF began in 2000, after the 

London Sisters of St. Joseph received a 

bequest to address poverty. Years of of-

floading by higher levels of government 

had left many cities, including London, 

woefully understocked in affordable 

housing. Lacking experience in develop-

ing affordable housing, the Sisters met 

with other faith groups, city officials, and 

housing advocates to obtain information 

and ideas.  

These meetings led to the creation of 

the London Affordable Housing Founda-

tion (LAHF) as a coalition of London 

faith-based groups community. Within 

three years the foundation had received 

its incorporation papers and charitable 

status, and began raising funds from local 

faith groups, businesses and private do-

nors for affordable housing projects.  

These initial efforts led to the construc-

tion of 14 affordable townhouse rental units 

in a newly developing subdivision, with the 

units being completed in 2005. 

Then, in 2011, the foundation negotiated 

the purchase and redevelopment of the closed 

Gethsemane United Church into a three-story, 

25-unit affordable housing apartment build-

ing. 

LAHF seeks to bring together donors, 

builders, government and business to increase 

the supply of affordable housing. They pri-

marily use our funds for the purchase of land, 

which constitutes our single biggest expense. 

After securing lands for development, the 

foundation then seeks partnerships with gov-

ernments and assistance from donors to fund 

the construction of affordable housing units. 

There are approximately 3000 families in 

London on the city's affordable housing wait-

ing list. 

While LAHF has made some progress 

there is still a long way to go.  

Jim and Eva Good  
The Goods were recently featured in a 

Fanshawe College ad campaign in the Globe 

and Mail, highlighting a contribution of the 

Good Foundation Inc. towards Fanshawe’s 

downtown campus. 

Jim was former Dean of Arts at UWO, 

and is current President of Good Foundation 

Inc., and has been a strong trombone player 

for years in the SJMBAO. 

Biden Hall 
Biden, son of David and Sara Hall, was 

featured in the 1st episode of the current CBC 

history series, The Story of Us. Biden played 

French fur trader Pierre Radisson, pictured 

below. 

The episode may be viewed online at the 

link below, with Biden’s section beginning at 

27:00. 

www.tinyurl.com/Banner-May2017-Biden 
Choir Party 

A party for the Senior and Bell Choirs 

was held at the home of Ali Callard on 

Sunday May 7. 

From top row, left to right: 

Fanny Dorcus, Kevin Bice, Ali Callard, 

Peter Godwin, Sara Hall, Annette Filler, 

John Biehn, Fred Munn, Alan Tuck, 

Ilona Bevan, Judy Tuck, Daphne Bice, 

Diana Mathews. 

 

Missing: 

Alan Bevan, Rod Braun, 

Jonathan Mayarov, Holly Bonin, 

Josée Landry, Raquel Dahlberg, 

Val Younge, Dionne Younge, 

Jennifer Munds, 

(Continued from page 3) 

Parishioners In The News 

Parish News 

Biden Hall, right, as Pierre Radisson 

http://www.tinyurl.com/Banner-May2017-Biden
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By Petey Noble 

Rector’s Warden 

The St. John's Wardens 

and Rector have called a 

Special Vestry meeting for 

May 28th.This has been 

done following consultation 

with Parish Council and the Diocese. 

Vestry will be asked to address the fund-

ing required to execute the restoration 

plan as described in the Building Condi-

tion Report received last year. The report 

is thorough and comprehensive. it is im-

portant to know that the report indicated 

that, historically, the parish acted careful-

ly and responsibly in providing timely 

and effective stewardship and manage-

ment in maintaining our buildings. This 

will positively impact future costs. 

Bob Hayman has kindly searched his 

own memories and innumerable infor-

mation resources to show us how suc-

cessful this parish has been in preserving 

our beloved church. May I direct you our 

library to research the fascinating history 

of St. John The Evangelist since begin-

ning in 1888 when it opened for public 

worship on November 11. See: 

 A Historical Sketch of the Parish of 

St. John The Evangelist by Gordon 

W.H. Bartram and 

 Bright The Vision  by J.D. Purdy. 

The church was built in 1888 for just 

less than $13,000! Bob has provided 

more current information related to fund-

raising: 

 1981- The parish raised $225,000 for 

the purchase of a new organ. 

( of interest, there was a parallel fund 

raising project for the national church 

for Anglicans in Mission for which 

St. John's raised another  $225,000. 

 1987 - The oil fired steam boiler was 

replaced by natural gas fired hot wa-

ter boilers to the tune of $135,000. 

 1989 - An ENDOWMENT FUND 

was established  (subsequent to sev-

eral gifts and memorial funds for spe-

cific items or programs named for 

honouring the donors). These funds 

remain pivotal in assisting with ongo-

ing and new needs. 

 1992-1999 - The Parish undertook 

extensive restoration of church facili-

ties: Roofing, Parish Hall, Christian 

education wing and offices 

Regular contributions to the Endow-

ment Fund (that is administered by the 

Diocese) are also enhanced by interest 

earned. 

It is crucial to our financial well be-

ing to support the growth of our Endow-

ment Fund. In fact, when major structural 

work was required to renovate the bell 

tower in 2001, the budget estimate was 

$375,000.  

At that time, Vestry approved fund-

ing by borrowing from the fund and also 

mounting a capital fundraising campaign 

over 3 years to pay back he fund. 

It came again to the rescue in 2006 

for the interior space renovation project. 

In conclusion: 

Times change and challenges contin-

ue.  But, historically, the Parish of St. 

John The Evangelist  rises to the occasion 

to Find a Way. 

That doesn't change! 

Church Restoration Plans Underway 

By Cody Bar 

As many of you 

know, from late Febru-

ary through March, the 

wardens, rector, and 

members of St. John’s 

parish took part in the 

Reimagining Church 

series offered by our 

Diocese of Huron. Host-

ed in our Parish Hall and directed by the 

Ven. Dr. Bill Harrison, the program was 

designed to assist parishes in responding to 

the ever changing realities of the 21st centu-

ry. Several key questions were asked, includ-

ing: what does it mean to be a Christian in 

the 21st century? How should the church 

respond to cultural changes of our day? 

What is the future of the church in our time? 

And what is a “church?” These questions are 

undoubtedly too complex and multilayered 

to be answered in six, 2-hour sessions. The 

series, however, was intended to offer a 

broad framework through which to address 

pressing needs of the Anglican Church dur-

ing a time when its parishioners and larger 

local and global communities are increasing-

ly busy with a multitude of activities that 

don’t conform to “traditional” schedules, 

strain our financial resources, and tax us 

physically and mentally. By nature, I tend to 

be cynical that complex problems can be 

adequately addressed in such settings, and I 

was initially overcome with skepticism and 

anxiety about the future of St. John’s.  

However, as the weeks progressed and, 

(Continued on page 6) 

Re-Imagining the Church 
During Lent from February 27 to 

March 27 a group of about twenty 

Parishioners gathered in the Par-

ish Hall on Monday evenings, 

from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM to, take 

part in a seminar series entitled 

Reimagining the Church led by 

Ven. Dr. Bill Harrison. 

 

Reports below on the sessions 

from two attendees are most inter-

esting. 

Editor’s Note: The current value of 

our Endowment Fund (as of May 12, 

2017) as advised by Charlie Mungar 

of the Diocese, is $839,274. 
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after some reflection, I believe the Reimagin-

ing Church series initiated an interesting 

dialogue and spurred action among those of 

our parish who took part. I freely admit that 

this new dialogue has less to do with the 

Reimagining Church’s curriculum and more 

to do with the intellectual and creative capac-

ities of our parishioners. I think the curricu-

lum seemed to leave much to be desired for 

the community of St. John’s, as opposed to 

what it appeared to have for our fellow par-

ishes who joined us for the lectures. I think 

this because our Parish has been asking 

many of these critical questions for several 

years, resulting, for example, in our reimag-

ined Youth Coordinator and Building Condi-

tion Report, as well as initial efforts to 

launch a capital campaign. As we learned, 

our parish is among the very few in the Dio-

cese that has completed the appraisal and 

looking to accomplish the restoration and 

maintenance of our facilities. Moreover, as 

many us realize (and have for years), our 

facilities give us tremendous opportunities to 

engage with and foster a strong relationship 

with the London community, not only 

through our meal program and various com-

munity programs, but also through providing 

refuge for those well-beyond our shores 

whose own land and peoples still suffer be-

cause of war and political unrest. More to the 

point, as we learned during the Reimagining 

Church series, it is vital to recognize that 

Church does not simply mean Sunday wor-

ship, in whatever form it appears (traditional, 

contemporary, etc.), but Church also offers 

us opportunity to worship in other ways—

ways that consider the busy lives of our com-

munity members. Although we do need to 

make concrete plans to secure the future of 

our church, we, at St. John’s, are extremely 

fortunate as our facilities provide us more 

than adequate space and opportunity through 

which to offer new forms of active ministry 

that have already begun to be broached by 

members of our parish. Indeed, we, the 

members of St. John the Evangelist Church, 

have already begun to “Reimagine Our 

Church” and are embarking on a campaign to 

ensure our Mission of God by actively en-

gaging with our Mission statement of ex-

pressing our faith through creative ministry 

while utilizing our financial resources and 

human capabilities in responsible steward-

ship of our parish, our community, and 

where God calls us. 

Despite my initial skepticism, I am now 

hopeful that, as a community, we can come 

together, as we have already begun to do, 

and ensure that St. John’s is around for a 

long, long time. 

 

By Jim Hartley 

The Process 

Recently a group of 

about twenty St. John’s stal-

warts and a handful of St. 

Luke's parishioners met 

informally to hear the Ven-

erable Bill Harrison provide a five-evening 

seminar on “Re-imagining the Church”. It 

was not a morale booster. 

This series has been around for several 

years, Bruce Tuck tells me, and it is rather 

mis-titled. The prescriptive nature of the 

seminar precludes meaningful audience par-

ticipation — especially along the lines of re-

imagining. 

It became clear early on that all of the 

sessions’ re-imagining had already been 

done at the diocesan level. This was a blow 

to those of us who thought that we might, for 

example, be imagining ways to tweak our 

Sunday services in order to make them more 

universally engaging. 

Instead, we were asked to respond to 

various styles of “mission” as revealed 

through a series of videos. Would we wel-

come prostitutes to St. John’s and host a 

birthday party for one of them? Well, sure, 

probably. Would we turn our hall into a 

skateboard park in order to reach out to 

young people? Um. Probably not. Would we 

offer physical and social relief to people in 

need, perhaps hoping that spiritual connec-

tions would follow? Well, we are sort of 

doing that already, aren’t we? Would we 

support white missionaries “saving” black 

Africans? What? Really? In 2017? Ouch. 

What all of these possibilities had in 

common was the absence of a large worship 

sanctuary; in fact, there was no reference to 

weekly worship at all. That was a hint. 

On the final evening, Bill Harrison, re-

sponding to subtle audience pressure, threw 

away the script. In its place he offered oppor-

tunities for real dialogue. This was good. 

However, he also delivered the message that 

was probably the real point of the series: that 

the Church as we know it in the Diocese of 

Huron is terminally ill. 

The Message 

Had I known that I was going to be The 

Banner's correspondent on this program, I 

would have taken better note of the statistics 

offered. However, here is the gist of the Dio-

cese's message: 

 Demographics suggest that both the gen-

eral population of London and the specific 

population of London Anglicans can via-

bly support only about one quarter of the 

number of existing Anglican churches. 

 All or almost all London Anglican church-

es, including St. John’s, are in membership 

decline. 

 All or almost all London Anglican church-

es, including St. John's, need expensive 

renovations of their aging physical struc-

tures. 

 St. John’s is a typical example of a church 

that used to be primarily a 

“neighbourhood” church; most people 

walked to it. Now, like most churches, it is 

primarily a “destination” church; most 

people drive to it, from all over the city. 

 Even if the three north-centre Anglican 

churches (St. John’s, St. Luke’s, St. 

George’s) were to amalgamate, that amal-

gamated church would probably still strug-

gle to survive (in part because a significant 

percentage of parishioners would predicta-

bly walk (drive) away from such a union). 

Most of us are emotionally and spiritually 

attached to our own big, beautiful worship 

places. 

 Regrettably, big beautiful worship places 

have become expensive, under-used anach-

ronisms. 

Conclusions 

For the Anglican Church to survive in 

London, most London Anglican churches 

will have to close. It appears that these clos-

ings will have to be voluntary: the Diocese is 

not prepared to take the incredibly controver-

sial step of designating churches for closing/

amalgamation. 

As imagined by the Diocese, the “new” 

Anglican Church will operate in small, func-

tional buildings in specific neighbourhoods, 

with a focus on mission rather than worship.  

What About Us? 

For those of us who feel that St. John’s 

is our spiritual family home, all of this is a 

very discouraging prospect. However, de-

spite these aspects of cold reality, this is still 

“re-imagination”. We are still here. We are 

still, in many ways, a vital and vibrant com-

munity. We can still be masters of our own 

fate. And, in this Easter season, we can per-

haps appreciate that even if the St. John’s 

journey must eventually end, the sacrifice of 

the old so that the new may be born is a con-

cept well within our spiritual understanding. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Re-Imagining the Church 
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By The Rev. Lyndon Hutchison-Hounsell Tssf 

On Palm Sunday of this year in my sermon I 

invited all to engage in the events of Holy Week. I 

share this in our newsletter for you to ponder for 

next year. 

On Palm Sunday we enter Jerusalem with the false hope 

that Jesus will be the earthly king of all the nations. But very 

quickly St. Paul reminds us that we get it all wrong. We think 

that power comes through force, through money, through ar-

mies, but St. Paul reminds us that true power comes through 

humility and sacrifice. This is harder than we think. We will be 

reminded about what’s to happen to Jesus. We will once again 

encounter the mockery, the nailing on the cross, the cruel death, 

and the burial. But today we don’t hear the good news yet. To-

day we begin the journey. While we will only hear a version of 

the moving story today, this week we gather to live this incredi-

bly powerful story. Washing feet and having your foot washed; 

Kneeling at the foot of the cross and lamenting the problems of 

the world that we are called to address; Hearing the whole story 

and lighting the fire in the darkness; these are profound rituals. 

We may dismiss ritual as archaic, but still we sing Happy 

Birthday, and we put presents under a tree, and we eat Turkey 

at Thanksgiving. Ritual brings into focus the realities of things 

that have happened in the past. This we call Anamnesis – the 

act of making something real again by re-enacting it through 

ritual. And rituals, like Weddings and Funerals, intentionally 

engage us in activities that we might otherwise rather avoid; the 

catharsis of grief and saying goodbye to a loved one, OR the 

joy of announcing love between two people making a life-long 

commitment. It is true that every ritual in which we engage 

pushes us to do something that we know is good for us, but that 

we may feel a little uncomfortable doing, or we may want to 

deny. We may not want to recall the thousands of soldiers who 

died on Vimy Ridge 100 years ago. We may not want to recall 

the chemical weapons and missiles that have killed so many in 

Syria and other conflicts around the world. But rituals require 

us to face reality more that we might otherwise do.  

For those of us who follow Christ, we hear a story of how 

God, by becoming human, reminds us that we are created in 

God’s image. God wants so much for us to realize that we live 

surrounded by Divine Love; so much that God is willing to be-

come one of us in Jesus of Nazareth, even if it means dying a 

humiliating death. Right up to the end Jesus shocks us into 

learning what it really means to be loving and truly human. 

This week is the week we encounter Jesus in all his human-

ity. His sadness, his anger, his despair, his resolve, his thanks-

giving, his betrayal, his giving up, his loss of faith, his execu-

tion; all feelings and experiences that we share as we recall de-

structive events in our lives and in our world. We reach the cli-

max of the union of God and humanity. God’s experience of 

being human is completed. We will know again that God knows 

what it is to be human. We know again that we can touch God 

and be united with God. We come together as the body of 

Christ to hear the sacred stories, to hear how it is that God 

reaches into our lives and makes them holy; and to live as part 

of these stories through our liturgical rituals. 

And so, next year in 2018, let us relive the stories, search 

the stories once again for some new fresh meaning, discern 

again how these stories are an important part of our own per-

sonal story, the greatest chapter of our own autobiography as 

Christians; as a people continuing to search for God who is in 

the midst of all the chaos and confusion of this world; a God 

who makes everything that is ordinary into the extra-ordinary, 

and calls us out to do the same, recognizing that everything al-

ready is Holy, Sacred, Divine. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday 

Making Palm Crosses 
The faithful hard working Parishioners of the Parish make Palm 

Crosses for distribution on Palm Sunday, with moral support from 

Barnie. 

Getting ready for the biggest day of the Year: 

A primer for 2018 
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With Palm Sunday being celebrated 

last Sunday, we are now in Holy Week 

with the anticipation of the Great Tridu-

um; The Great Three Days of Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, The Easter Vigil 

and Easter Sunday. I know this actually 

is four days but that Religion for you. 

But actually, it is counted from the even-

ing of the Maundy Thursday service, 

with the foot washing, to the end of the 

Great Vigil Saturday evening in which 

the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour 

is celebrated with the return of the light 

of Christ to the world . It recalls the pas-

sion, crucifixion and resurrection of our 

Lord. 

 

This is the foundational story of 

Christianity. I was reminded of how 

important this is to us when I attended a 

session on a class on Luther a few weeks 

ago. Lorna is taking that class at Huron 

University College, Luther: Love Him? 

Loath Him? Learn from Him?, which 

commemorates the 500th anniversary of 

the Reformation. I audited the class on 

that occasion being April 1st as we were 

in London to celebrate my birthday (yes, 

I am an April Fool and am proud of it).  

The professor, Murray Watson, who 

is a very engaging teacher, provided a 

hand out entitled, The Christian Family 

Tree; I have attached a copy,  This dia-

gram has Jesus Christ as the “root and 

foundation” with all the major branches 

of Christianity which have sprung up in 

the two thousand years since then. It has 

all the main branches which we are fa-

miliar with including the Anglican dated 

in 1536. It gives the Denomination rating 

with such things as “T” for Use of Tradi-

tion, “W” for Style of Worship and “S” 

for Structure with a scale from 1 to 10 for 

each. Anglicans are rated T4 with 1 

begin conservative in tradition and 10 

being liberal; W2 for with 1 being sacra-

mental and 10 experimental; and S2 with 

the range between hierarchical and con-

gregational. This seems to be fairly accu-

rate for Anglicans. Of course there is a 

great range of difference between Anglo-

Catholics and whatever the opposite is 

within the Anglican Church. But overall 

it is a reasonable rating. I can’t speak for 

the rating for other denominations but I 

sure there is similar variation within each 

denomination similar. 

The thing that strikes me as I look at 

the chart is the diversity that has devel-

oped in the way we humans can decide to 

worship our God or gods. We all believe 

we have basically the correct understand-

ing of whom and what God is and the 

way God should be worshipped. This is 

true for atheists who have their own god 

in my view (I leaned in grade 9 math that 

even a null set is a sub set of a factor) i.e. 

even non-belief is belief in something. 

I am not absolutely certain of many 

things about God but I am sure that Jesus 

Christ did not have any idea, despite be-

ing fully divine (I’m not absolutely cer-

tain about that), that what he started 

would end up where it is today. Being a 

good Jew he likely did not anticipate 

there being a new Religion named after 

him or at least after his title of Christ.  

I believe if we are to be at all true to 

what Jesus wants us to be we must focus 

on the root of who we are as Christians 

which is Jesus Christ. IF we all have this 

in common we should not worry so much 

about the differences in doctrine and lit-

urgy. That being said I am glad I have 

found the “one true faith” of Anglican-

ism which can worship God along with 

the other true Christian faiths.  

To all my brothers and sisters in 

Christ have a blessed Holy Week and 

Great Triduum! 

The essay below was 

taken from Rev. 

Greg‘s weekly column 

News and Views of 

April 11, 2017. 

 

Greg Little, a former 

parishioner of St. 

John’s, was ordained 

in 2004. He worked for 

the Ontario Ministry of 

Transportation for 30 years before that, 

and retired in 1999.  He worked as trans-

portation consultant for a few years fol-

lowing his retirement, and began full time 

theology studies at Huron College in 2001 

(the first day of classes was 9-11). 

 

He retired officially from Parish Ministry 

in 2012, and has done some interim minis-

try and pulpit supply since. He is  a Spir-

itual Director and work primarily with 

theology students at Huron University 

College. 

 

Greg and his wife Lorna spend their sum-

mers at their cottage in P.E.I. , where 

Greg helps out with worship services at 

two small Anglican churches; St. Alban's 

Souris and St. George's Montague.  

 

Lorna and Greg were long-time parishion-

ers at St. John’s and sang in the choir. He 

became a parishioner/choir member in 

1989. Lorna,was a parishioner before that. 

She was responsible for Greg becoming 

an Anglican, as Greg started out as a Unit-

ed Church member before that.  

Rev. Greg Little 

The Christian Family Tree 

You are invited to receive Greg’s 

weekly News and Views by contact-

ing him at greglittle123@gmail.com. 
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Archbishop Terry Finlay 
(Extracts from Homily of Rev. Dr. John Thompson 

of  Sunday April 2) 

Terry Finlay, former Rector St. John the Evan-

gelst,(1968 1978) died two weeks ago.  He had, as many know, 

a distinguished career -- parish priest, Bishop of Toronto, Met-

ropolitan of Toronto, Archbishop, chaplain to the national 

House of Bishops, the Primate’s Envoy to the Residential 

Schools Commission – among some of the many tasks he took 

on for his church. 

But for those here at St. John’s, he is best remembered as a 

joyful, imaginative and charismatic priest who came to us 50 

years ago – along with his wife, AJ, and two young children.   

I arrived at St. John’s too late to know him, but he is re-

membered here by many – and with love.  People like Bob 

Hayman, Ann Rudd, Kim Little, Yvonne Collyer, and Bruce 

Tuck.  Hard as it is to imagine, they all were young adults back 

then. Before Terry’s arrival, St. John’s was almost moribund, 

its best years behind it.  It was stuck – as I’ve been told – in 

neutral and dominated by a group of long-time parishioners.   

Terry was a breath of fresh air, and he had ideas.  He did 

not hesitate to involve the young adults of the parish in his vi-

sion. They, like Terry, had young children, and some – like 

Bob Hayman – were recruited for Sunday school.  Bob tells me 

that one time, assigned to teach the parable of the prodigal son, 

he made no bones about his opinion that the elder son had been 

unfairly treated by his father.  Terry took the time to try to set 

him straight with a two-page typed letter proposing an alterna-

tive, and probably better, interpretation.   

Social life at St. John’s expanded, and drew the community 

ever closer. He organized retreats for the youngsters and, hav-

ing learned that many – like Alan Tuck ,  Stephen and Michael 

Hayman, Richard Collyer – were talented musicians, all in 

Public School, he urged this a group from the Sunday School  

to play at a Pre Christmas service in the church. (Editor’s 

note… these Public School students recruited an older experi-

enced player( from Grade 10 at Central Secondary School!) to 

lead them and  join them for this service.  They accompanied 

the Sr Choir on the Processional Hymn  ‘Oh Come All Ye 

Faithful’ 

And so the St. John’s Marching Band was born! 

Pastoral care extended beyond the parish, and included 

prisoners in our local jail.   

People here instinctively felt a personal bond with him.  He 

was funny, he was unpretentious, he was gentle, he was wel-

coming, he was compassionate.  

The parish blossomed.  

And then, 40 years ago, he moved on, having transformed 

a parish. 

When Marcus Borg was once asked what people mean 

when they talk of ‘salvation’, he replied that it was a synonym 

for ‘transformation’.  To be saved is to be transformed. 

What has this to do with the raising of Lazarus?  Realize 

here I am not talking of a resurrection.  I am talking about 

transformation. 

It is the kind of transformation that St. Paul was talking 

about when he talked about ‘death to sin’ and ‘birth to new 

life’ in Christ.  We re-enact this with each baptism and every 

time we renew our own baptismal vows..   

The Gospel of John is continually contrasting darkness and 

light. For me the raising of Lazarus is a metaphor, a parable, if 

you will, of one individual’s passage from darkness into light, 

to the realization of what is meant by “thy Kingdom come, on 

earth as it is in heaven.” 

Terry Finlay worked at transformation, and he left behind a 

parish that also shared in that vision.  St. John’s had been trans-

formed. 

Not that transformation is something static.  Christians 

should be always in a state of transformation, as they recognize 

and acknowledge the darkness in their own lives.  

Terry himself in his later life showed that, and in so doing 

taught us all a profound lesson.      

Many of you know the story.   

The policy of our church in 1991 was that homosexuality 

automatically disqualified an individual from full communion. 

In that year, Bishop Terry learned that a priest in his Diocese 

of Toronto was in a homosexual relationship.  And although 

we have evidence that Terry attempted to soften the blow, the 

priest was tried publicly, for disobedience, in a ‘Bishop’s 

Court’.  He was suspended from his priestly duties.  

Over time – and I am convinced that this must have been 

what happened – his regret for what he had done overcame his 

allegiance to Anglican orthodoxy. The message of Christ – 

acceptance, inclusiveness, compassion – was incompatible 

(Continued on page 11) 

Memories 

Picture from a Reception following a Wedding Ceremony 

Terry always had a special appeal for female parishioners! 
(shown here with Anne Hayman and Jane Collyer-Coleman) 
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Dr. John Foreman 

By Munson McKinney 

Dr. John Foreman, my zany, eccentric Uncle John. Although 

John had always been a kidder, he was also extremely generous and 

patriotic. With a sparkle in his crystal blue eyes he always managed 

to catch people off guard. My first memories of him when I was a 

young boy were ones of joy, laughter, and disbelief as I had never 

met anyone quite like John before.  

Spending time with John, Uncle John, was an education, taken in 

chapters of my life as I would pop into and then out of his life.  Most 

of getting to know Uncle John happened in Montreal. 

John, Uncle John, had the penthouse apartment at 3510 Moun-

tain street, or as I should say, Rue de la Montagne, a few blocks up a 

very steep hill from Sherbrook.  Uncle John’s ophthalmology office 

was down the hill and around the corner on Sherbrook.  

Uncle John’s apartment, which was 45% Shrine, 45% Museum, 

and 10% life sustaining was right out of this world.  It was a Man 

Cave of a different sort of Man for sure. Uncle John had an extensive 

collection of icons, art, and coins – and as young boy I’d never seen 

anything quite like it. As well I have never met anyone before or after 

that used their oven to extend their library. 

John would also get a huge kick out dressing up as the Pope with 

robe, cap, and staff and ask us to kiss his ring, all the while chanting 

in Latin.  It was so much fun.   

John was always a gracious host.  I remember my entire family 

(all six of us) descending on John’s apartment for both Expo 67 and 

the 76 Olympics. 

From 70 to 75 I had the good fortune to attend UCC and often 

was often invited to come to Montreal by uncle John for the week-

end.  On Friday evenings I would travel to Montreal on the Rapido 

train. 

On Saturday mornings we 

would go to John’s office so he 

could see the patients that 

couldn’t make in during the 

week, stopping at the usual 

newsstand for the paper, the 

usual café for a croissant and 

coffee, kabitzing all the while 

with the people that served 

him.  

The first order of business 

upon arrival was the obligatory 

eye examination where Uncle 

John would joke with me by 

flipping numerous lenses in 

front of my eyes to predict 

what my eyesight would be 

when I was 50 -we’d both be roaring with laughter as I really could-

n’t see anything very well at all.  

In the evenings we would always do something fun together, like 

got to  concert and then go out to one of his regular Greek Restau-

rants where he knew everything about the owner, each of the owner’s 

family and where they came from in Greece.  

On Sundays we would go to the cathedral. John was devoted to 

both the Anglican and Greek Orthodox churches and humbly volun-

teered extensive amounts of time to both.  

Sunday lunch was typically had at The Royal St. Lawrence 

Yacht Club where we’d look at boats and he’d tell me stories about 

the time he was in the Royal Canadian Navy Cadets in the late for-

ties.  

Uncle John, your generosity made a huge difference to many 

strangers lives.  Your life’s work as an ophthalmologist and eye sur-

geon had a much larger impact for ALL of your patients. Your com-

radery with your associates and friends sustained a joyous career and 

life.  But what I will miss the most is your company at the Muskoka 

dinner table, where you would regale stories with your favourite 

brother-in-law Ben. I’ll miss your dead pan jokes, your smile, that 

infectious laugh and that twinkle in your devilish blue eyes. 

You truly are, One of a kind, and we love you. 

with what he had done.  

So when, in 2006, Terry was asked to marry two friends, a 

lesbian couple, he agreed, fully aware of the consequences.  

And they followed. He was reprimanded and his own license to 

officiate temporarily suspended.   

The final chapter in this story was written 6 years later, in 

2012, in Toronto’s Church of the Holy Trinity. There, before 

some 300 people, he met with the priest he had dismissed 20 

years earlier.  They came together in a service of reconciliation.  

Terry told him, “I deeply regret the suffering these actions have 

caused you, your loved ones, and many others.  I acknowledge 

that this has caused you much pain and I am truly sorry.” 

And, he added, “I’m glad the day is finally dawning when 

all are welcome, not just some.” 

Salvation, transformation, new life – that is not a one-time 

imperative.  Christ continues to call us to the light.  He wants 

us to be aware of our own darkness, and the ways in which we 

distance ourselves from the life that Christ would have us live.   

We need to hear Christ’s voice from the mouth of the 

tomb, “Lazarus, come out!!” 

Editors Note: Quoting from Jud Purdy’s book on St. John’s history, 

“Bright The Vision” (published 1988)”It would be extremely diffi-

cult to over emphasize the impact that Terry Finlay had made on 

the Parish of St. John the Evangelist”. 

(Continued from page 10) 

The funeral service for the late Dr. John Foreman (son of our 

former rector Archdeacon Clarence Foreman) who died on 

December 24, 2016, was held on April 8, 2017, and his bio-

graph was covered in the February 2017 Banner. The tribute  

to Dr. John was delivered by his nephew Munson McKinney 

of Vancouver, and is reproduced below 

Terry Finlay 
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By Cory Davies 

 

“I was hungry and ye gave me 

meat; naked and ye clothed 

me; I was sick and ye visited 

me; I was in prison and ye 

came unto me…Verily I say 

unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 

one of these my brethren, even these least, ye 

did it unto me.” 

—Matthew 24 35-45 

Your Outreach Committee works on be-

half of all the parishioners at St. John’s to 

follow the way of Christ in his love for all 

people. We describe, in what follows, the 

support that this parish gives to the communi-

ty of London. 

Many of us on the committee are con-

nected to groups in the city and have urged us 

to contribute in terms of human and financial 

resources to the groups they know: Pat 

Knowles volunteers at My Sisters’ Place, 

Yvonne Collyer put us in touch with London 

Cares—a housing first initiative for London’s 

street people, Margaret Nelson asked us to 

consider again the work of Mission Services, 

Stewart McIntyre referred us to Circles Out of 

Poverty and John Thompson keeps us in-

volved with the Social Services folk at the 

cathedral, and he and Vonnie Collyer initiated 

the Book Club for Inmates contact at the fed-

eral and provincial level.  

Here are some of the ways in which we 

link St. John’s in love and giving to our 

brothers and sisters in this city. Our contribu-

tions this year to date have involved respons-

es to three speakers who came to our meet-

ings in January, February and March. 

My Sisters’ Place 

As well, we provided funding to My Sis-

ters’ Place to give homeless women more 

flexible access to the Centre in the evenings.  

London Cares: 

London Cares, a city initiative, was 

formed as a Housing First Initiative to house 

a person who has been living on the streets. 

There are ten support workers who try to find 

affordable housing for those wishing to get 

off the streets. This is a long and hard pro-

cess, but it is ultimately a more humane and 

cheaper way to deal with homelessness that 

involving hospitals, shelters and police. We 

have contributed to their work as it affects 

five individuals since January. 

Mission Service London: 

We all have some familiarity with Mis-

sion Services, a faith based group, that sup-

ports men and women through their shelter 

work. But there is so much more that they do. 

Connie Spuria talked to Outreach in May to 

outline the five programs they offer: The 

Men’s Mission and Rehabilitation Centre, 

Rothholme Women’s and Family Shelter, 

Quintin Warner House and its work with the 

addicted, The Mission Store, and Community 

Mental Health Programs which especially 

need funding at the moment. She outlined 

their work with the homeless, the addicted 

and the abused: the provision of safe Crash 

Beds for the addicted and the mental health 

programs offered among others. Outreach 

sent a contribution on your behalf to the Men-

tal Health Programs. TOURS are available 

and open to the public on the fourth Wednes-

day morning of every month. 

Book Club for Inmates at the Elgin Mid-

dlesex Detention Centre: 

The visiting of this remand centre every 

week in order to provide a book club for in-

mates in the London area has been undertaken 

by John and Ana Thompson, Ali Callard, 

Jenn Holborn and Cory Davies with the finan-

cial support of Outreach. We have learned 

lots on so many levels! Out inmate readers 

have been so polite, and forthcoming in expe-

riencing and discussing the readings of au-

thors like Thomas King, Thomas McGuane, 

David Grann (author of True Crimes in the 

New Yorker), They have laughed reading The 

Rosie Project and recognized the prison life in 

writings by other prisoners in the US system. 

The most popular book Writing My Wrongs: 

Life Death, and Redemption in an American 

Prison allowed the inmates to see the possibil-

ity of transformation in their own lives as 

they read this raw and moving autobiography 

by Shaka Senghor. The EMDC, unlike the 

federal penitentiaries, houses inmates who are 

waiting for trial and sentencing so that these 

inmates are often very unsettled and locked 

up most of the day, and in theory they are 

only at EMDC for a short time. In the federal 

system, the book clubs meet once a month. 

Our weekly meetings involve discussing the 

books, reading out loud, looking at some po-

ems and essays as well as the books. We wel-

come any one interested to join the group. 

More later in a chat during coffee hour in 

June or September. 

What follows below is a poem by a for-

mer prisoner at Collins Bay who describes the 

effect that the Book Club there had on his 

life. Jarrod Shook read his poem on Michael 

Enright’s The Sunday Edition on CBC radio 

on March 5, 2017. The “you” in the poem 

refers to the Book Club volunteers. It is also 

available on the CBC website, where an audio 

version is read by the author at 

www.tinyurl.com/banner-may2017-poem 

 

Bridges Out Of Poverty 

See a complete report by Stewart McIntyre on 

the following page. 

Love for Christ in Outreach and Social Justice at St. John’s 

Cory Davies 

 

I was in prison, and you visited me 
By Jarrod G. Shook (2016) 
 

I was in prison and you visited me 

Me, "the least" 

Me, "the least" 

Whose just desserts he sits and eats 

In the belly of the beast 

On not my first 

And worst of all 

Not my second 

But my third fall 

 

 

Behind bars and barbed wire with guarded 

gun towers and cement walls 

And I was only 26 

A repeat federal offender—a recidivist 

Me, "the least" 

Me, "the least" 

Serving a sentence of 7 years 9 months 

and 27 days in prison 

For which I broke the law was given 

To be served 

Until at least 2/3 on a federal reserve 

In a penitentiary called Collins Bay 

Me, "the least" 

Me, "the least" who could find no inner peace 

Who would walk the yard 

And keep his guard 

Up 

As he watched the starved 

Young men who owe their youth to the State 

Slowly turning granite hard inside their hearts 

And full of hate 

And I'll admit, despite my pride 

And everything I tried to hide 

There were times at night that I would cry 

And thought to take my life, and tried 

But never seemed to find the drive 

(Continued on page 13) Jarrod 
Shook 

http://www.tinyurl.com/banner-may2017-poem
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A report on the activities of the Outreach Committee  as  

outlined by Stewart McIntyre from the lectern at the 

conclusion of Sunday Service April 30, 2017, included 

this portion on Bridges Out Of Poverty. 

Each year, your Outreach Committee makes invest-

ments in several organizations that provide very specific 

assists to Londoners who are facing difficulties of one 

type or another. 

One organization we are supporting this year is Bridges Out of 

Poverty, and this is one that I want to speak about in a bit more detail 

this morning.   

Bridges Out of Poverty is a community initiative coordinated by 

Goodwill Industries that aims to help Londoners transition off of social 

assistance by holistically building up various resources needed to break 

barriers of poverty.  

One of the key programs is called Circles, and it seeks volunteers 

(called “Allies”) who will work as a team with a Circles leader, spend-

ing time with one or more individuals, accessing necessary resources 

and engage in discussions about how to 

solve complex systemic barriers that con-

tinue the cycle of poverty.  

We believe that this is a program that 

could appeal to some or many St John’s 

people as a way to make our city better. We 

have invited Jessica Justrabo here today to 

meet at Coffee with people who might be 

interested in participating as an Ally in the 

Circles program. Jessica, would you please 

stand?  

What might you expect from 

working as an Ally? 

 Enjoying a meal with a great group of 

people 

 Learning more about community re-

sources and issues that affect people living with barriers of pov-

erty 

 Developing friendships with the people who live in your commu-

nity 

 Working collaboratively to build a more inclusive and sustainable 

community for all Londoners. 

So I hope that you will consider this opportunity and talk to Jessi-

ca at Coffee.  

Jessica Justrabo, Coordinator of Bridges out of Poverty/Circles 

can be reached by email at info@goodwillindustries.ca  or telephone  

519-850-9000. 

Final thoughts from Stewart…What might you expect from work-

ing as an Ally? 

Enjoying a meal with a great group of people 

Learning more about community resources and issues that affect 

people living with barriers. 

Or the nerve 

So on I went, survive, survive 

Me, "the least" 

Me, "the least" 

I'd walk the yard in days to follow 

Searching for something to fill my hollow 

And satiate my innate desire 

To take my life to some place higher 

Then this belly of the beast 

I was in prison, and you visited me 

Me, "the least" 

Me, "the least" 

It started with a simple book 

An invitation to the club 

We meet, you said, once a month 

Once a month we sit and talk 

About the book (but often not) 

We laugh, we listen, we want to hear your 

thoughts 

Me, "the least"? 

My thoughts matter? 

That's something new 

And you're going to listen too? 

Just read the book the whole way through 

Your very best is all that we expect from you 

My very best? 

From me, "the least"? 

Me, "the least"? 

My worst is all I've ever done 

Then do your best 

And best is what you will become 

You said 

And I believed 

So on I went to read and read 

Where starved before I'd feed and feed 

And swallow books you gave to me 

Voraciously 

I was in prison and you visited me 

And watched as I developed these 

Developmental tendencies 

You don't know what it meant to me 

To finally find, and feel, some empathy 

Me, "the least" 

Me, "the least" 

I was in prison and you visited me 

(Continued from page 12) 

Bridges Out of Poverty | Circles 

Stewart 
McIntyre 

 

Poem 

 

mailto:info@goodwillindustries.ca


The Banner                                                                                   14                                                                               May 2017 

 

Sermon Preached by the Revd. Dr. Stephen 

McClatchie on the Second 

Sunday of Easter, 23 
April 2017, at St. John the 

Evangelist. 

Well, it looks a bit 

different around here than 

it did last Sunday.   

Today, the Second 

Sunday of Easter, is 

sometimes called “Low Sunday.” The 

origin of the name is unclear. “Low Sun-

day” likely originates by way of contrast 

with Easter Sunday splendour: there are 

fewer people here today, fewer servers, and 

fewer in choir. On Low Sunday, rectors 

usually get their assistants to preach… 

“Low” can also be used to refer to a 

mood. My grandmother used to say that she 

was feeling low today when she was feel-

ing poorly or a bit down. This can be natu-

ral after a big celebration or event for 

which you have been planning for ages. At 

such times, some of the negative thoughts 

and emotions that we all harbour can 

emerge. Where is the Church going, really? 

Last Sunday, there were 193 people at the 

10.30 service—almost 40 fewer than we 

had in 2016. It’s no secret that organized 

religion, particularly in the mainline 

churches, is shrinking.  

“This Joyful Eastertide…away with sin 

and sorrow…”  

What happens if you don’t feel it, that 

“Joyful Eastertide”? After all, the 50 days 

of Easter is a long time. 

I want to confess something. My fa-

vourite Easter service is actually the Great 

Vigil of Easter, on the Saturday night. 

There, we gather in darkness to kindle a 

new fire of hope and light in the world. 

And by that light, we sit in candlelit dark-

ness as we hear again the prophecies of 

God’s plan of salvation, set from the begin-

ning of the world—until, finally, we pro-

claim the arrival of Easter by the pealing of 

bells and the flooding of the sanctuary with 

light as we pray the Easter Collect and hear 

the Resurrection Gospel. It’s a sober joy: 

like a burning candle flickering amidst the 

darkness of Saturday night—just as we 

Christians, we hope, shine with the love of 

Jesus amidst the darkness of our world. It 

just feels real.  

By contrast, Easter Sunday sometimes 

feels a bit artificial to me, somehow forced 

or unnatural—like everyone is trying just a 

bit too hard. I know that I am pretty boring 

and often too serious; I also know that I can 

be something of a contrarian, but I don’t 

like to be told to feel joyful or to scream 

and shout. I am sure that I am not the only 

one here who thinks that… Sure, it’s nice 

to see a full church and have great music; 

don’t get me wrong. It’s great to be able to 

proclaim the Resurrection of Our Lord to 

those members whom we don’t see very 

often—and it’s great to see them too.  And 

it is wonderful to spend time with family 

and have a good meal if we are lucky 

enough.  

But in this world, we cannot know 

pure joy such as we are promised in the 
world to come. Life intervenes. Our joy is 

always intermixed with sorrow and worry; 

people we know and love are diagnosed 

with cancer or dementia; long-time parish-

ioners have to move into care or find it dif-

ficult to get to church regularly. 

We need to recognize this. We also 

need to recognize that for some people, 

maybe some of you here at St. John’s, East-

er joy can feel unreal and artificial because 

in the secret of their heart they harbour 

doubt. Did the Resurrection literally hap-

pen the way that Scripture says? Did Jesus 

really and bodily rise from the dead? Or is 

it all a metaphor for the new life that God 

has promised us? Maybe the disciples just 

felt that Jesus was still with them in a spir-

itual and (literally) disembodied way. Or, 

worse, maybe it’s all a Dan-Brown-like 

conspiracy that they cooked up after His 

real and final death. It is hard for many 

people to ignore that little voice of Enlight-

enment reason inside them, citing reason 

and logic, biology, and biblical criticism.  

In trying to understand God’s reve-

lation to us in the scriptures, little details 

can be telling.  

Like the fact that the disciples have the 

door locked because they are afraid. Look 

at today’s Gospel:  “When it was evening 

on that day, the first day of the week”: that 
is, the same day that Mary Magdalene had 

seen the stone rolled away from the tomb 

and ran and told Peter and John. The same 

day that Peter and John saw the empty 

tomb and believed. The same day that 

Mary, weeping at the tomb, saw the two 

angels and—even more miraculously saw 

the Risen Jesus Himself and heard him say 

that he is ascending to his father. The same 

day that she announced to the disciples: “I 

have seen the Lord” and told them all that 

He had said. The same day the disciples 

gathered and locked the doors because they 

were afraid. But “Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, ‘Peace be with 

you’.”  

While maybe it makes sense that the 

disciples, even those who had seen the res-

urrected Jesus, did not immediately under-

stand what had happened and instantly be-

lieve, it is nothing short of astonishing that 

the Church has written this doubt into its 

sacred Scripture—not only in the figure of 

Thomas about whom we also read today. 

Thomas gets bad press as Doubting Thom-

as when in fact he was not alone in his dis-

belief. But Jesus appears. And appears 

again. And invites Thomas to touch his 

wounds. And eats a piece of fish and hon-

eycomb. And explains the scriptures to 

them. Have a look at each of the post-

Resurrection passages in all four Gospels 

and you will find a similar pattern: incom-

prehension or disbelief that is met by divine 

instruction and example which leads to the 

gradual emergence of Easter faith.   

While it may seem strange that the dis-

ciples’ slowness to grasp the implication of 

Jesus’s Resurrection is included in scrip-

ture, it is actually quite consistent with the 

way that God engages with humanity from 

the beginning of creation. God’s way is not 

to overwhelm us with power but to give us 

freedom of choice; to offer and elicit love, 

not to compel it.  

We can understand the locked door 

in today’s Gospel as standing for  the 

locked hearts of non-believers.   

What was the key for you in opening 

the door to belief? I don’t really know what 

did it for me. It was like a switch just 

flipped in my brain and all of my objec-

tions, doubts, reason, knowledge, what 

have you, all of a sudden did not matter. I 

believed. It was pure grace. This does not 

mean that I have turned off my brain. To 

the contrary: for 5 or 6 years I have been 

devouring theology, criticism, biblical 
scholarship, church history. After all, the 

basis of our Anglican belief is Scripture, 

Tradition, and Reason. But theology, criti-

cism, biblical scholarship, and church his-

(Continued on page 15) 

Homily by Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie 
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tory are like any other academic discipline 

and being a professional in them (which I 

am not!) does not necessarily translate into 

faith.  

John Henry Newman has written much 

about the relationship between faith and 

reason, a quintessential Anglican preoccu-

pation that he did not lose after he became 

a Roman Catholic; he writes (and excuse 

the non-inclusive language):  “Faith is a 

Gift of God; we can gain it by prayer, we 

cannot gain it at once; but we can gain it at 

last. I will quarrel with no one simply for 

not entering into the holiest and happiest of 

states on the spur of the instant — faith 

must be preceded by reason — but I will 

quarrel with him much, if he does not ear-

nestly and continually ask of God the illu-

mination which leads reason to 

faith” (Newman to Mrs. William Froude, 

23 February 1853). 

But Jesus does not actually need a key. 

The locked door of our disbelief does not 

matter, He just appears. “A new heart I will 

give you, and a new spirit I will put within 

you; and I will remove from your body the 

heart of stone and give you a heart of 

flesh,” as we read at the Easter Vigil 

(Ezekiel 36:26). 

So in this Easter season, if you har-

bour doubt, pray for belief. Or if you 

can’t do that, pray to want to believe. Or 

if you can’t even do that, pray to want to 

want to believe… Pray that God’s grace 

will turn your heart of stone into a heart 

of flesh.  

Theologian Tom Wright has written 

that there is not a shred of evidence what-

soever that the earliest Christians did not 

believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus. 

There is no evidence that it was seen meta-

phorically or conspiratorially or anything.  

Instead, there is an ever-increasing convic-

tion that, in Wright’s succinct formula: 

“Jesus of Nazareth was raised bodily to a 

new sort of life, three days after his execu-

tion.” 

I recently came across St. Augustine’s 

argument for the bodily resurrection of 

Jesus: it seems incredible, but the whole 

world has come to believe in it. It seems 

incredible, but the whole world has come 

to believe in it. Actually Augustine points 

to three incredibilities: the resurrection of 

our body to eternity; the world’s belief in 

this incredibility; and that the world would 

come to this belief from the testimony of a 

handful of unlettered men, uneducated and 

of lowly birth and standing. It seems liter-

ally incredible that they were able to per-

suade the whole world, including learned 

philosophers and educated men. 

Because, you know, there is little 

point in being here if Jesus did not rise 

from the dead. There is little point in do-

ing what we do, if we too will not rise with 

him at the Last Day. As St. Paul writes to 

the Church in Corinth:  

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised 

from the dead, how can some of you say 

there is no resurrection of the dead? If there 

is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ 

has not been raised; and if Christ has not 

been raised, then our proclamation has 

been in vain and your faith has been in 

vain. We are even found to be misrepre-

senting God, because we testified of God 

that he raised Christ—whom he did not 

raise if it is true that the dead are not 

raised. For if the dead are not raised, then 

Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not 

been raised, your faith is futile and you are 

still in your sins. Then those also who have 

died in Christ have perished. If for this life 

only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all 

people most to be pitied” (1 Cor 15:12-19). 

Tom Wright has written that the ques-

tion that has preoccupied philosophers 

since the beginning of time—“Why are 

you”—can only be answered by Christians 

as “We are because Jesus was raised from 

the dead.” This is the bottom line. If Jesus 

did not rise from the dead…or, rather, if we 

do not believe and proclaim that Jesus rose 

from the dead and ascended bodily into 

heaven, then we, the Church, St. John the 

Evangelist, are just a social club or charita-

ble organization.  

To truly “reimagine church” does not, 

cannot, mean jettisoning this foundational 

belief.  This 

week, I came 

across two quota-

tions from the 

eminently quota-

ble G.K. Chester-

ton that offer 
more fodder for 

fruitful contem-

plation for 

reimagining 

church than all of 

the fresh expressions that you can imagine: 

The Church always seems to be behind 

the times, when it really is beyond the 

times. — G.K. Chesterton, The Ball and 

the Cross 

Christianity has died many times and 

risen again, for it has a god who knew the 

way out of the grave. — G.K. Chesterton, 

The Everlasting Man 

True joy, Easter joy, which lasts be-

yond even the fifty days of the Easter 

Season is that Christian hope that stems 

from the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. It 

is not forced or unnatural. It is not unmixed 

with grief and sorrow. It does not promise 

a life here and now of unrelenting cheerful-

ness, sunshine, and light. But it is real. 

Easter joy, the promise of the eternal life 

that we will enjoy with Christ and all the 

saints is that living hope about which St. 

Peter writes: 

Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he 

has given us a new birth into a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead, and into an inheritance that 

is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 

kept in heaven for you, who are being pro-

tected by the power of God through faith in 

a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 

time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a 

little while you have to suffer various trials 

so that the genuineness of your faith—

being more precious than gold that, though 

perishable, is tested by fire—may be found 

to result in praise and glory and honour 

when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although 

you have not seen him, you love him; and 

even though you do not see him now, you 

believe in him and rejoice with an inde-

scribable and glorious joy, for you are re-

ceiving the outcome of your faith, the sal-

vation of your souls (1 Peter 1.3-9).  

Amen. 

(Continued from page 14) 

Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie 

 

Easter is over, but the celebration continues! 
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By Janice Biehn Douglas 

Thank you for inviting me to speak to 

you today and tell you a little bit about the 

Primate’s World Relief and Development 

Fund (PWRDF). I grew up here at St. 

John’s, I was confirmed here and I was mar-

ried here, so this is a special place to me.  

In honour of Mother’s Day, I’ve been 

asked to tell you about some of the mothers 

who PWRDF has helped through its All 

Mothers and Children Count program, which 

we call AMCC. This is a four-year program 

that is funded with a 6:1 match through the 

federal government. For every dollar donated 

to PWRDF, Global Affairs Canada contrib-

utes six.  

The budget is $20 million including the 

government match, so PWRDF contributes 

just a bit over $3 million and the government 

makes up the difference. And incidentally, 

that is the second highest grant given to a 

development agency in Canada, so we’re 

quite proud of that vote of confidence from 

Global Affairs Canada.  

So let me tell you about some of the 

women I’ve written about. Delphine Nikoba-

mye is a mother of three in Burundi, a small 

mountainous country in East Africa that 

shares a border with Rwanda, Tanzania and 

the Democratic Republic of Congo. Her rural 

community is about a two-hour walk from 

the nearest health clinic, so women are used 

to delivering their babies at home. During 

her third pregnancy, Delphine had several 

visits from a community health worker who 

works with an organization called Village 

Health Works.  

During these prenatal visits Delphine 

and her husband learned how important it 

was for her to stay healthy during her preg-

nancy with good nutritious food and enough 

rest, and they also learned some health and 

nutrition tips for looking 

after a newborn. She learned 

that if she needed to get to 

the clinic two hours away, 

there was now an ambulance 

thanks to PWRDF funding.  

The day Delphine’s 

third baby decided to be 

born, things didn’t quite go 

as planned. The baby arrived 

during a scheduled visit with 

her community health work-

er. But after the baby was 

born, things were not going 

well. Delphine was having a 

post-partum hemorrhage. So 

the CHW called the ambu-

lance, the ambulance came 

and got her to the clinic, and 

Delphine’s life was saved. 

This relationship between Delphine and her 

community health worker proved to be cru-

cial because she wasn’t afraid of going with 

her in the ambulance. She knew she would 

be okay. 

PWRDF is also making a difference in 

Rwanda with Partners in Health. This is a 

fairly large organization that operates in sev-

eral countries. Its philosophy is to deliver 

state-of-the-art medicine to everyone, re-

gardless of their ability to pay. In Rwanda, 

PWRDF funds North American health care 

professionals to train and mentor Rwandan 

doctors and nurses in lifesaving procedures 

for newborns. One such physician is Dr. 

Joselyne Uwinkesha. She’s 26, and she just 

graduated from medical school last year. 

One of the procedures she learned in her 

extra training is how to resuscitate a baby 

that is born not breathing.  

On the day that she finished learning 

this technique, she found herself in the posi-

tion of using it, not once but twice. I wish I 

could say that she was successful in both 

instances. She was not able to save the first 

baby, but the second baby, born just hours 

later, survived. Dr. Joselyne says she found 

strength and 

comfort in 

the fact that 

she was able 

to take cor-

rect and ap-

propriate 

steps to save 

the baby’s 

life – even 

though he did 

not survive. 

She did right 

by the baby 

and her moth-

er. In the case of the baby who survived, Dr. 

Joselyne says she knew what to do and how 

to stay calm while doing it. The training 

worked. 

Village Health Works and Partners in 

Health are two of four partners with whom 

PWRDF works in Africa as part of our All 

Mothers and Children Count program. The 

other two partners are the Diocese of Masasi 

in Tanzania and EHALE in Mozambique. 

I wanted to share these two stories with 

you first because they were compelling to 

me personally. I experienced both of the 

same complications with the birth of our first 

daughter, which will be 21 years ago tomor-

row. So these are things that can happen to 

women anywhere. But here in Canada, we 

have the ability to treat them.  

In Canada, approximately 4.9 babies out 

of 1,000 die during or soon after being born. 

In countries where PWRDF is implementing 

the AMCC program, the rates are five to six 

times higher. If Delphine had not made it to 

the hospital, she would have died from a post

-partum hemorrhage. In Canada the number 

of women who die during childbirth is 6.1 

per 100,000 births. In Burundi, that figure is 

712; in Mozambique it’s 489; in Tanzania 

it’s 432; and in Rwanda it’s 210 (and that 

marks a 77% decrease from 2000).  

So the need is great. Development pro-

grams have their work cut out for them.  

To improve these survival rates requires 

a systemic approach. Yes, there is invest-

ment in health facilities, but unfortunately 

it’s not as simple as “if you build it they will 

come.” AMCC has to also invest in health 

workers and how they provide health ser-

vices to women, adolescent girls, children 

(Continued on page 17) 

Mother’s Day Homily 

The Biehn Family—from left, Jeff and Meredith, Isabelle and John, and 
 Janice and Craig Douglas 

 

Janice receives the donation of money raised by our youth 
for the purchase of goats  
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and newborns.  

We are training and encouraging village-

based health workers and community leaders 

to educate people about maternal, newborn 

and child health, family planning, and gender 

equality.  

We are improving access to quality 

health services by building expectant moth-

ers' houses, dispensaries and nurses' houses. 

And as we have seen with the stories of 

Delphine and Dr. Joselyne, we are providing 

emergency transportation and we’re mentor-

ing health providers. With thought, consulta-

tion and care, we will shift the needle and 

change the culture around health. 

As the project progresses, the goal is that 

mothers, couples and the community at large 

will change their practices and behaviours. 

They’ll start to see maternal, newborn and 

child health, family planning and gender 

equality in a new light, and actively seek 

health services when needed.  

After year one our partners have imple-

mented many innovative and unique pro-

grams, and we are seeing change. 

In Mozambique, there is no electricity in 

the birthing centres and partners told us that 

they are often delivering babies in the dark, 

holding a flashlight or cell phone in their 

mouths so they could see. So we partnered 

with We Care Solar, a company that manu-

factures something called a Solar Suitcase. 

This is a yellow plastic suitcase type box that 

is mounted to a wall of the clinic, and then a 

cable runs to a solar panel that has been in-

stalled on the roof. The suitcase includes a 

light that is bright enough to light up the 

whole room, a Doppler heart monitor and 

other charging stations.   

Last summer, 27 solar suitcases were 

installed at government-run health facilities 

in Mozambique. PWRDF contracted We 

Care Solar (WCS) to provide the solar suit-

cases and train staff from the electronic 

maintenance department staff of the Ministry 

of Health in Nampula province. The training 

program included classroom instruction and 

theory, as well as hands on applied learning. 

Trainees installed six solar under supervision 

of We Care Solar, but the other 21 solar suit-

cases were installed successfully by trainees 

without WCS supervision. And we can report 

that these suitcases are working perfectly and 

have required little to no maintenance since 

then. 

The AMCC project is a natural extension 

from our previous focus of food security, 

because without food security – that is, easy 

access to healthy food -- it’s pretty hard to be 

healthy. So we are continuing the work of 

helping our partners provide agricultural 

tools and education in their communities. We 

are also supporting education initiatives to 

improve knowledge on nutrition during preg-

nancy and childhood, and the importance of 

sharing a balanced and diverse diet among 

family members.  

For instance, our partners are working 

with moms and dads to educate about the 

importance of a balanced diet during preg-

nancy. In some communities, there are super-

stitions about eating eggs or rabbits while 

pregnant, yet pregnant women need protein, 

and these are readily available sources. Also 

in some homes, women eat last, and if there 

isn’t a lot of food to go around, the women 

get the short end of the stick. And the job of 

getting water often falls to women and girls. 

So if the water is a long way away, that’s a 

tiring task if you’re pregnant. Women are 

learning how to prepare balanced and nutri-

tious meals and family farmers are learning 

how to diversify and increase food produc-

tion in a sustainable way so that diets are 

more nutritious for the entire family. All of 

these actions will slowly, bit by bit, improve 

community knowledge regarding maternal, 

newborn and child health, family planning, 

gender equality, nutrition and environmental 

sustainability.  

I know the Sunday School here was cap-

tivated by the story of the goats. This has 

been a very successful program in all of our 

AMCC countries. Families are provided with 

a goat to raise for food. A nanny goat costs a 

bit more because she can provide milk, 

which in turn can be used to make cheese. So 

it’s providing nutrition as well as income. 

When the goats have offspring, the first kid is 

given to another family who wants to be part 

of the program, but the next kid that is born 

can stay with the first family.  

This program is typical of so many 

PWRDF initiatives, in that it ticks off a lot of 

boxes: nutrition, health, microfinance and 

income generation. The ripple effect is amaz-

ing: people living with HIV/AIDS can take 

their medication properly; these families now 

have enough money for their children to go 

to school, and enough money to buy them 

uniforms which they need in order to go to 

school; families are empowered because they 

are helping themselves. 

The P in PWRDF stands for Primate. 

I know the Primate, Archbishop Fred Hiltz 

visited here during your centennial celebra-

tions a year or so ago. But Archbishop Hiltz 

recently explained to a group of grad students 

from Wycliffe College that he thinks the P 

stands for other things too.  

He said the P stands for Passion – We 

are committed to making a difference in the 

world, and to helping Anglicans make a dif-

ference. We are passionate about doing good 

development work that is culturally appropri-

ate and sustainable. I’ll give you an example 

of a fantastic model of sustainability. We 

have been working with the Diocese of 

Masasi in Tanzania for almost 20 years, one 

of our longest and most stable partners. 

When we first started we funded the con-

struction of an HIV/AIDS clinic. A few years 

later we added a birthing clinic and built 

walkways to connect them. A few years after 

that the birthing clinic became a maternity 

ward, but the government said the facility 

would also need a morgue. So that was built 

and again more walkways were added to 

keep the collection of buildings together. 

More buildings were slowly added, and then 

the walkways were covered to provide pro-

tection from the elements. And then this past 

year, when the government inspectors came, 

they were so impressed with this clinic that 

they decided to turn it into a hospital. Now 

with this new status, it comes under Tanzani-

an funding. So PWRDF was able to support 

this growth and after 20 years, it has now 

become part of the fabric of the community. 

They are responsible for it now.   

The P stands for partners – This is 

key. We work with partners on the ground in 

the countries where we operate. We listen to 

what they have to say instead of imposing 

our ideals and solutions on them. This even 

holds true with partners in Canada. In 

Pikangikum, a native community in Ontar-

io’s far north, we have been working to retro-

fit homes with indoor plumbing. The band 

council has recently suggested another way 

to go about the work that will get more hous-

es done for the same amount of money. It’s a 

homegrown solution. 

And lastly the P stands for People. At 

the heart of everything we do is people – the 

people who are in need in other parts of the 

world and in Canada, and the people who 

hear the call. PWRDF connects them. We are 

extremely lucky to have a network of dedi-

cated volunteers who engage parishes and 

raise awareness and funds for PWRDF. I 

might even say we are the envy of other 

church development organizations to have 

such a large and integrated volunteer net-

work. 

The Prophet Micah foretold that the 

Messiah would be born in Bethlehem and 

that Jerusalem would be destroyed. But at 

PWRDF, he is better known as the author of 

our mission statement that guides us. It’s 

what God requires: “to do justly, and to 

love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 

God.”  
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By Ilona Bevan 

Children and Youth 

Ministry Developer 

 

 

St. John’s receives a 

Canada Summer Jobs Grant 

to host local Arts Series. 

Thanks to a Canada Summer Jobs 

Grant, two students returning to school 

full-time this fall will be working at St. 

John’s to help facilitate a creative and 

informative arts series for our parish 

and the North London community.  

Why an arts series you say? Music, 

drama, and visual art have enormous 

potential to enrich our lives spiritually, 

mentally, and even physically. Artists 

can use these medium to communicate 

and educate. We hope, through creative 

programming, we can raise awareness 

about important social justice issues, 

celebrate our Canada’s 150, and pro-

mote enjoyment and engagement with 

the arts in ways that bring our diverse 

community together. Save the date for 

our culminating feature Musical Theatre 

production on the afternoon of Sun-

day, June 25th and the evening of June 

28th. Free admission. 

From May 15-June 30, Jannica 

Meyer (Playwright/Actor/Director) and 

Natalka Duncan (Arts series facilitator) 

will work tirelessly to make this happen 

through hands on creative activities, 

mentoring, performances, and exhibits. 

We hope you will participate in as many 

as you can and share these opportunities 

with your friends and family. Volun-

teers for are needed for a variety of 

roles. Please speak to Ilona if you’d like 

to be involved. A package highlighting 

our series will be in print shortly. 

Jannica Meyer 
Playwright/Actor/Director 
Advanced Film Making  

Natalka Duncan 
Arts Series Facilitator 
Bachelor of Music and Business Administration 

Children and Youth Ministry Report 

Ilona Bevan 
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The Kairos “Blanket Exercise”, hosted by St. John’s on March 

26, evoked an emotional response but also a sense of commit-

ment, purpose, and direction. Participants brainstormed and 

shared ideas on how they hoped to move forward on the path 

towards reconciliation. I hope you will be inspired to respond 

as you read what came into the hearts and minds of those who 

attended. 

Summary from Blanket Exercise 

 Encourage Awareness in schools, communities, munici-

palities 

 Produce and interactive dramatic play that could be per-

formed in theatres and community centres 

 Ask leaders about how to improve access to clean water 

 Educate public through community groups, reading groups 

etc. 

 Suggest improvement to curriculum through primary and 

secondary schools 

 Add First Nations Studies into curriculum instead of as a 

separate unit 

 Promote Blanket Exercise for PD days and Althouse for 

teachers 

 Encourage public to attend local sweat lodges and tradi-

tional ceremonies –find out where these are held to attend 

and/or to help spread the word 

 Inform London residents and ensure MPs know that Sar-

nia Reserve has clean water/boiling warnings and insist 

they move forward 

 Keep sharing the stories and keep their spirit alive 

 Share artwork 

 Recognize the missing and murdered indigenous women 

and ensure these statistics change through education and 

awareness 

 Sweat lodge held at London Arc. Museum. (A.M.O.) 1600 

Attawonda Rd. All are welcome 

 Read further about the TRC 

 Sign up for Blanket Exercise facilitator training 

 Recognize the Indigenous view of 150 years of Canadian 

History 

 Be part of a collective voice on WATER rights 

 Hold the fire to various levels of government to promote 

change 

 Suggest city hall fly a flag to honour the First Nations ter-

ritory on which we are settled 

 Provide more Blanket Exercise opportunities 

 Start a pen pal program “kids-to-kids” so those who come 

into London to further their education will have made a 

connection here. 

 Call high school and ask when they will provide the Blan-

ket Exercise for the students. 

Truth and Reconciliation: 

Reflections on the Blanket Exercise 

June 11th Trinity Sunday. 

This year, on Trinity Sun-

day, bring your best friend 

to church to receive a St. 

John’s blessing for all the 

ways your best friend has 

blessed you. We’ll have 

special activities, friendship 

gifts, and special treats to 

share celebrating the bless-

ing of Friendship and the 

Trinity.  

Bring Your 

Best Friend 

to Church 

Sons of Thunder 

(St. James and St. John) 

Join Together for 

Vacation Bible School 

Summer Camp! 

July 3-7 

St. John’s London and St. 

James Westminster will be of-

fering a five day full day sum-

mer camp on the Fruit of the 

Holy Spirit and on becoming 

“Stewards of Creation.” Regis-

tration forms are available from 

the main office. For more in-

formation, contact Ilona at 
childrenandyouth@stjohnslondon.ca 

mailto:childrenandyouth@stjohnslondon.ca
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Baptisms 

Zoe Elise Brimson 

Lera Quinn Brimson 

 April 16, 2017 

 

Veronica Elise Lloyd 

 April 16,2017 

 

 

R.I.P.  

Normal William Seabrook 

 April 29, 2017 

 

Valerie Forsyth Croxton Yates 

 May 2, 2017 

Passages May 15—June 30—Local Arts Series 

(details page 18) 

May 28—Diocesan Synod 

From John Thompson. Deacon 

College of Deacons welcomes support for 

two Initiatives: 

 150 new adult backpacks and school 

supplies to be flown to Northern Ontario 

community of Kingfisher (population 

411- half of school age) 

 for Children’s Aid Societies in the Dio-

cese: new backpacks and personal sup-

plies (towels, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 

socks, underwear for boys and girls ages 

6-13). 

Bring items to church before Synod or to 

College of Deacons table at Synod. 

Sunday June 4 

 Parish Picnic & Outdoor Worship 

 10:00 am—Church Service 

 12:00 noon-2pm—Picnic 

 This annual even will be held at 

 St. John’s this year. (details page 19) 

June 11—Trinity Sunday 

 Bring your best friend to church 

 (details on page 19) 

 

Sunday June 25 and Wednesday June 28 

 Musical Theatre Production 

 (details page 18) 

 

July 3-7—Bible School Summer Camp 

 (details on page 19) 

 

September 2017 

 St. John’s Annual Book Sale 
 Save those books you were 

 going to take to the cottage 

  

Sunday October 15 

 Annual 5k Fun Run 

 Fellowship and Fitness 

Upcoming Events 

By Judy Tuck 

Check out our new books! 

For adults 

doris inc. : a business approach to caring 

for your elderly parents. Shirley Roberts 

(306.874 ROB) 

From the author’s website: “Features concrete 

lessons and proven strategies for handling the 

challenges of eldercare: making tough deci-

sions, finding help, reducing stressful crises 

and planning for the high costs of eldercare”. 

The author Shirley Roberts is an Ivy School 

of Business graduate and was the primary 

caregiver for her own mother for 7 years. The 

donor of this book found it very helpful and 

highly recommends it to those caring for el-

derly parents. 

Meeting Death: in hospice, hospital and 

home. Heather Robertson (362.1 ROB) 

The author decided to write this book after 

watching her own father die of terminal can-

cer in the hospital.  The book looks at how 

health care professionals deal with death, and 

with the cultural meanings given to death. 

She looks at pain management and palliative 

care; at hospice and home care.  Heather Rob-

ertson lives near Toronto and has written both 

fiction and non-fiction works. 

Paris to the Pyrenees: a skeptic pilgrim 

walks the way of St. James. David Downie 

(914.4 DOW) 

The author and his wife describe their experi-

ences on the Camino to Santiago as they take 

a fairly unconventional route, starting in Paris 

and crossing France to get to the Pyrenees. 

Liberating Paul. Neil Elliott (225.9 ELL) 

Over the centuries, the writings of the Apostle 

Paul have sometimes been used to justify 

evils such as slavery or anti-Semitism. In this 

book, the author seeks to show how Paul has 

been misread in churches and his message 

misinterpreted. Neil Elliot is an Adjunct Pro-

fessor at the United Theological Seminary in 

New Brighton, Minnesota. 

For children and young people 

The Teen Study Bible. Larry Richards 

(J220.95 RIC) 

This is a Bible aimed at young people age 12-

15. It offers a Christian perspective on mod-

ern issues, and has extras to appeal to teens, 

such as an advice column and interesting Bi-

ble trivia.  

The Jesus Storybook Bible: every story 

whispers His name. Sally Lloyd-Jones 

(J220.5LLO) 

This beautifully illustrated Bible is suggested 

for children ages 4 to 8. Stories from both the 

Old and New Testaments are included, and 

the author helps her readers understand how 

every story points to Jesus. 

In God’s Name. Sandy E. Sasso 

(J291.2 SAS) 

God made the world and everything in it, but 

no one knows what to call God. So, all the 

people of the world set out to find God’s 

name.  Everyone has a different name for 

Him.  The farmer calls Him 

“Source of Life”. The artist 

calls Him “My Rock”. In 

the end when everyone 

comes together, they all 

find out God’s true name.  

This lovely picture book by 

Rabbi Sandy Eisenberg 

Sasso is for children of all 

faiths and celebrates the 

unity of all people. 
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