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Recommitting to the
Mission of God!
By The Reverend Lyndon
Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf

As we start up again to
provide programs for our
Children and Youth I am
excited that we have Ilona Bevan guiding
us through developing our programs and
supporting our volunteers who will lead
these programs.

world and in our community and then
follow God there by bringing the love of
Christ through the power of the Holy
Spirit. So where are we being called today? What are we being called to do?
And how will this change the shape of
our church as faithful individuals and as
the body of Christ working together?

As we start up again to inspire the
people of our parish with sacred music I
am excited that we have Allan Bevan
guiding us through developing our music
and supporting our choir as they continue
to lead us all so that we can sing for joy
of the Good News that Christ gives us
Grace through the Holy Spirit to love and
serve in our world.

Bradley T. Morrison, and Assistant
Professor of Practical Theology at Huron
University College, says that to be
“Missional” simply means being God’s
good news in our community and the
world. Missional congregations not only
talk about being missional, they are good
news by meeting actual needs in their
community. Healthy congregations are
missional. Missional-minded congregations begin with an awareness that parishioners are already on mission at home
and in the community. Missional congregations figure out how to value, nurture,
and partner with these already-missions.

As we start up again we recommit to
discerning and following the Mission of
God. We are beginning to talk about our
parish as a missional church. This means
that we, the body of Christ, are called to
discern where God is working in our

In his book “Already Missional”
Bradley Morrison points out that there
are many ways that we are already missional in our relationships and in our activity in the world. Every time that we

Patty is Leaving Us
A large gathering of multigenerational Parishioners gathered in the
Parish Hall on the evening of Friday September 9 to say good-bye and honour the
15 years of service that she and her family had served in Ministry
to us all at St. John’s.

(Already Missional by Bradley T. Morrison, pages
2-3)

about 7:40 PM when the multi-talented
Kevin Bice came forward to be our MC
for the several presentations.
The Rector opened with a prayer:
God of new life and abundant love, we
give thanks that you provide for us leaders in your church who are given gifts to

love and serve another person or another
part of God’s Creation we are fulfilling
God’s mission at that time in that place.
There are a few big visible ways that our
parish is already missional, for example,
providing free supper to about 150 people every Saturday Night. Poverty is
complicated and various people need a
free meal for various unknown reasons.
We choose not to judge, but simply to
serve and feed with love, and with real
food. Our parish promptly stepped up and
sponsored a family of refugees from Syria. So many people gave stuff and time
and it all came together. Personally, I was
amazed and Allah (“God” in Arabic) is
dancing with joy.
I know there are dozens of ways that
each member of our parish loves and
serves through the grace and power of the
Holy Spirit. Let us learn to articulate
these ways for ourselves, and for our
congregation, so that we can share the
Good News of Christ and together make
a difference by loving and serving wherever God is calling us to build peace.
And so we continue our journey as followers of Christ into the future with confidence and joy. LET’S GO!
Peace
nurture the faith and vocation of children
and young people.
We give thanks for your love and Holy
Spirit shared with us through the work of
Patty and her family in our parish.
We pray that you will continue to empower her to serve and lead in her new
congregations.

The early part of the
evening from 6:00 to 7:30
PM was spent enjoying
refreshments, camaraderie and a wonderful meal
from a fabulous display
of pot-luck items donated
to the food table by parishioners who came to
the event. The Parish
Council and St. John’s
Women provided a salad
bar and a dessert table.
The formal part of the
evening commenced at

The Luxton-Dobbs Family—From left: Rev. Rob, Mark, Sarah, Rev. Patty and
Patty’s parents Fred and Pat Dobbs

Guide us all in the
changes and transitions of life so that
we may follow your
Spirit in new ways
and on new paths
wherever you lead
us.All these thing we
ask in the name of
our Divine Guide,
Jesus Christ our
Saviour. Amen.
Various
presentations followed, preceded by a prelude of
(Continued on page 6)
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Parish News
Our New Music Director
Allan Bevan
Canadian
composer, organist, and conductor,
Allan
Bevan was born
in Toronto and
completed his
undergraduate
studies in music
at The University of Windsor.
He holds graduate degrees in
choral
music
and composition
from the University of Alberta, and the University
of Calgary. He holds a Master’s degree in Choral
Conducting from the University of Alberta, studying conducting with Leonard Ratzlaff and a Ph.D
in Composition from the University of Calgary.
Allan is widely recognized for the beauty,
intensity, and craftsmanship of is choral music.
He has had a life-long love of sacred music having been an organist, choirmaster, and church music director since his days as an undergraduate
music student. He has served many Protestant
churches both large and small in Toronto, Edmonton, and Calgary. He has done a wide variety of
things in his life in music from performing in a
touring rhythm and blues group as a teen, to initiating and directing a choral program at Lakehead
University, to having his music performed from
Japan to Carnegie Hall and many points in between.
Allan has been commissioned to compose
music for many of Canada’s finest choirs including outstanding ensembles such as Pro Coro Canada, I Coristi, the Vancouver Chamber Choir, and
The Toronto Orpheus Choir, as well as by the
international touring ensemble Les Petits Chanteurs de Saint-Marc, of France. His works have
been performed, recorded, and broadcast across
North America and in Europe, and Asia, and he
has over fifty published compositions and arrangements to his credit.
Allan is married to Ilona and they have two
children living in the Toronto area.
In his spare time, he enjoys cooking and a
glass of fine wine.
Editor’s Note: We are extremely fortunate to have
Allan join us at St. John’s to lead our Music Program. I hope he is prepared to tackle his biggest
challenge coming here...leading the St. John’s
Marching Band at the Christmas Pageant!!

New Children and Youth
Ministry Developer
We are very
excited to announce the appointment of Ilona
Bevan as our Children and Youth
Ministry Developer.
Ilona
comes
with 9 years of experience developing and leading programs for Children, Youth
and Families. She is trained in Montessori teaching methods, is a mentor for the Education for
Ministry Program. Ilona has a passion for deepening the spirituality of Children and Youth using the arts and music.
During a time of transition Ilona will be
working 1/4 time during the week and be available on a few Sundays between now and the end
of 2016. In 2017, Ilona will move up to 1/2 time
and be with us every Sunday as needed.
Please introduce yourself to Ilona as you see
her around our parish.
May God bless us all as Ilona leads us in
nurturing our Children and Youth.
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Ilona’s Bio
Ilona Bevan, began serving in children’s
and youth ministry in 2004 and since then,
has been active in both parish and diocesan
levels in the Anglican Diocese of Calgary
and in the Anglican Diocese of Niagara. She
has initiated professional development workshops for volunteers in Children’s ministry
such as Godly Play training with Godly Play
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trainer, Judy Steers, and “Faith and Home”
learning with American author, Leif
Kehrwald. In addition, Ilona has also organized Diocesan wide youth events such as
the “Youth Winter Games” and was a mentor in a three year Youth Leadership Training Program for high school teens. Her research interests include the religious education of children and using the arts in deepen-

Ilona is scheduled to make her first appearance at St. Johns on Sunday
September 25. The following is a form that Ilona would like all children and

ing spirituality. In 2013, Ilona attended “Ask
and Imagine” for youth leaders at Huron
College and in 2016, completed mentorship
training in Education for Ministry. She is
currently completing her second year of EfM
study. Her hobbies include watching Nordic
films with her husband, playing board games
with her sons, and learning new things.

Children’s fall programming –Join Us!

adults to complete to indicate what skills and time we would all like to offer as Report from the Rector
Church school started up for the fall on September 18
children, youth and adults with skills and time to nurture our Children and
with Welcome Back Sunday. All school-aged children were
Youth.
welcomed to attend church school during the 10:30 AM
New Youth Director
service. Please note that on Intergenerational Sundays children are incorporated into the activity of the church serPleased to meet you!
vice.
Hello, my name is Ilona, pronounced EE-LO’-NA

What is your name? ____________________________________
I am the Children and Youth Ministry Developer at St. John the
Evangelist. How are you involved at St. John the Evangelist?:

□ A current volunteer in Children and Youth Ministry
□ Youth Group member GRADE____
□ Sunday School member AGE____GRADE____
□ ______________Parent of member
□ Other________________________

You can reach me at childrenandyouth@stjohnslondon.ca
What is the best way to reach you?
Phone_______________________,
email:_____________________________,
other:________________
Fun facts about me: I am left-handed, play recorder, my favourite zoo
animal is a giraffe, my favourite colour is burgundy, favourite Bible
story: Jesus Calms the Storm.
What about you? What would you like to tell me about yourself?
________________________________________________________
If you are attending school, to which school do you go?
OR If you are an adult, what is your vocation?
________________________________________________________
How long have you attended this church?
________________________________________________________
What do you appreciate the most about being here?
________________________________________________________
Is there anything that makes being here or getting here challenging?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
What do you do in your free time for fun?
________________________________________________________
What do people say you’re good at?
________________________________________________________
Any allergies, restrictions or conditions I and/or the child and youth
leaders should know about?
________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_

There are many events included that are open to all
members of our church family no matter your age!
Our new Children and Youth Ministry Developer, Ilona Bevan, is now in place. In order to get things going we
ask for your help by sharing your skill, time and love to
serve the children and young people in our congregation.
Volunteers are needed to ensure the smooth running of
our church school program. Please consider sharing your
time and talent with our children and youth by volunteering for the following:
 Church school teachers - needed for the following
dates - Sept. 25, Oct. 23, Oct. 30, Dec. 11, Dec. 18 - curriculum and orientation is provided. *Note: You will be
given materials and activities for the day you volunteer.
Please email Sara saraj.middleton@gmail.com to volunteer.
 Family potluck event coordinator - On October 30 and
December 11, we would like to host an after-church family-friendly event so that church members can gather
informally and get to know each other. We need a volunteer or two to coordinate the potluck meal and plan a few
activities for the children. Please email Miranda
miranda.greenbarteet@gmail.com to volunteer.
 Christmas pageant volunteers - The Christmas Pageant
is on December 4. We need volunteers to assist with
costumes, rehearsal coordination, child supervision, etc.
Please email Miranda miranda.greenbarteet@gmail.com
to volunteer.
 Saturday Meal Program
Families Volunteer Coordinator - We would like to
host two Saturdays for families to volunteer at the Saturday Meal Program. A volunteer is needed to coordinate
this effort including recruiting volunteers and selecting
two available dates between January and May 2017.
Please email Sara
saraj.middleton@gmail.com
to volunteer.

Sara
Middleton

Miranda
GreenBarteet
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(continued)

Welcome Back Sunday
A large congregation attended the 10:30
AM service on September 18 to officially
introduce the Autumn season of worship at St.
John’s.
Located in the pews were The Evangel
for the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentacost,
which outlined the Order of Service, a pertinent article “Christian Commissionaires”
written by Bruce Tuck, Chairman and of our
Worship Committee, a colourful flyer Sing
With Us! (see page 2) seeking new choristers,
and an updated brochure “Groups and Organizations of St John the Evangelist Church”.

Rev. Lyndon with some of the youngest children

Rev. Lyndon asked the young children in
attendance to gather at the steps of the Chancel before proceeding to their classes, and he
led the congregation in a Prayer (St. Teresa of
Avila):
Christ has no body now on earth
but yours
No hands but yours
No feet but yours
Yours are the eyes
Through which Christ’s compassion
Is to look at the earth
Yours are the feet
By which He to go about doing good
And yours are the hands
By which He is to bless us now
As reported by Sara Middleton, “During
church school the kids were learning about
the church building, and so we went outside
to draw the church. I included son Griffin’s
finished product.”
Shelia Simpson led us in the Prayers of
the People (see box below). Our new Music
Director, Dr. Alan Bevan. played the organ
while conducting the choir in Dear Lord and
Prayers of the People
(for Welcome Back Sunday)
By Sheila Simpson
Today on this last weekend of summer,
let us think of and thank the
many volunteers and staff who have organized all of the festivals and other events
that we have enjoyed all summer. It takes a
lot of work and energy to organize and
many, many people to put on these events
that we all enjoy. Help us to be supportive
of the organizers and positive about their
efforts. Let us also think of our neighbours
in rural areas who have provided produce
for many of the summer events - harvest is
kicking into high gear and farm equipment
will be more prevalent on the roads. Help
us to have patience and consideration when
driving in rural areas and also near schools
as our children are still getting back into the

Griffin’s drawing of the church

Working on their church drawings
Father by C.H. Parry (as well as having introduced into the Evangel a short essay on the
history of this text and music).
Following the service a BBQ lunch was
served in the Parish Hall and was enjoyed by
all.

New Coffee Hour Coordinator
We are pleased to announce that Mary
Jane Symonette is graciously taking on the
task of coordinating our coffee hour. I f you
would like to volunteer for this important
ministry of welcome, which takes place after
church each Sunday, then please call the office and we will pass on your contact info to
Mary Jane.

This important ministry involves setting up
and providing coffee, tea, and juice each week
for about a month each year, so that newcomers and longtime members have an opportunity to connect and build our church community.

“Getting

to Know You
—Let’s Eat together”
By Barb Atkinson
Because of our successful
venture into “Getting to Know
You” in the spring, the Membership Committee has decided to
repeat this experience to allow
more people the opportunity to
Barb
get to know each other better.
Atkinson
You can choose to be a guest or
offer to host a group of 6-8 people. Want to
(Continued on page 5)

routine.
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer
Let us pray for our relatively recent
immigrants to Canada from Syria. There
was such a focus on them in the news as
they were arriving but now the media has
moved on to the next story and they are
forgotten. Now is when they need our attention and support - as they are improving
their English skills, as they are dealing with
the effects of coming from a war zone, as
they are trying to find jobs, as the children
are navigating the intricacies of the school
system and Canadian culture. There are
many ways that we can continue to help
their integration into our society and make
it less stressful and more positive. Help us
to find it in our hearts to help out by volunteering to drive people to appointments,

tutoring students or agreeing to meet once a
week to simply speak English with a newcomer. Let us also be generous with our
resources in supporting organizations which
are providing direct supports thinking especially of Cross Culture Learner Centre,
Muslim Family Resource Centre and Family Services Thames Valley and all of the
amazing groups who are involved in private
sponsorship
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer
Let us think today of people everywhere who are dealing with violence - people in war zones, people living in areas
which are prone to terrorism with suicide
bombers and other methods of creating terror, people in our community living in situations involving domestic abuse, women
(Continued on page 5)
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sign up? Questions? Call Barb Atkinson 519433-9718. Posted on the wall in the Parish
Hall are the dates of the next evening:
Friday October 21 or Saturday October 22.
Comments from One of the Hosts
David Hall—The Halls were
pleased to host our dinner with
guests Cory and Simon Davies,
Jim and Debbie Hartley, Patty
and Rob Luxton and Stephen
McClatchie. We began with hors
d’ouvres and “bubbly” on the
patio on a lovely June evening. David Hall
The stimulating and enjoyable conversation
continued indoors over a chicken dinner. We
appreciated the opportunity for fellowship
and getting to know one another a little better. We highly recommend more of these evenings. They are a wonderful way to get to
know those in our church community.

Clothing Cupboard
Many of our guests at the
Saturday Night dinner evenings
have been more comfortable in
the summer heat because of
your clothing donations. Our
guests are now especially in
need of:

 Jeans

(men’s and women’s)

 Men’s briefs

Margaret
Nelson

(size small medium and large)
 Running Shoes (men’s and women’s)
 T-Shirts (men’s)
 Fall Jackets (men’s and women’s)

Prayers of the People

(Continued from page 4)

and girls who are
manipulated and hurt simply because of their
gender, people who find themselves living
on the street where violence is rampant. Let
us not only pray for the victims but also the
aggressors - what life experience has led
them to a place where they believe it is ok to
hurt other human beings. Help them to
come to realize that the lives of every one of
us is improved when we treat each other
with love and respect and that gender, religion, skin colour, profession, accumulation
of goods - none of these things make one
person better or worse than anyone else.
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.

Today let us think of the family and
friends of Charlie Roberts as they deal with
his passing. He had a full life and contribut-

September 2016

Update on the Alfarekhs
Report by Tina Brawn, Hazel Elsmslie,
Stewart McIntyre and Corrie Davies
During the past
winter, high hydro
bills were a significant worry to the
family, and during
the summer, the
church agreed to Tina ZinkBrawn
replace the oversize
water tanks for both
apartments with gas
heated tanks, and
we anticipate lower
overall utility costs
in the future.
Cory
Major efforts to
Davies
repair and preserve

each month we could hit that target. Loblaws,
Superstore, No-Frills, Metro, Food basics,
Sobeys, Freshco or Valu-Mart. Keep your
card in your wallet and easily pay for your
groceries at the checkout.
How easy is that!
Order dates coming up October 23 and
November 29. You can email me at
orbit@rogers to place an order.

Hazel
Elmslie

Monthly Financial Update

Stewart
McIntyre

Outreach (not including refugees)
$ 16,011
Total Income (Year to date)
$ 28,896
Total Expenses (Year to date)
Balance (Year to Date)
$ (12,885)

the teeth of all the family members have been
underway almost since their arrival. This
summer, such work was essentially completed
for three family members, but serious problems remain for the two others. Dr. Mark
Smith has been the linchpin in this effort and
we owe him a great deal of gratitude. Our
greatest concern now are infected teeth in
Samia’s lower jaw, whose care had been seriously bungled by offshore dentists. While
other dental care has been provided at no cost
to us, this latter case is sufficiently serious
that significant funding has to be identified.

Retail Card Fundraiser
By Cathy Blake
Last year the profits from
the gift card was approximately
$800.
Can we double that this
year? We all buy groceries every
month. If 50 people purchased a
$100 gift card for a grocery store

Cathy
Blake

ed so much. May he rest in peace. Let us
keep the following in our thoughts as they
deal with their own issues: Bill, Winona,
Sally, Rosemary, Mickey Chovaz, the Roberts family, Jim Collard, Ann, Sue Waring,
Fred, and Erin Dance. Let us also take a moment to think of anyone else who may be
known only to us. Let us pray for their families, friends and caregivers - it can be a difficult and lonely journey to be the person supporting someone dealing with an illness,
chronic condition or end of life issues. Help
them to have the energy, to retain the compassion and to have enough assistance and
support to keep them strong. Help us to be
generous in supporting groups like Hospice
and others helping families dealing with life
and death situations.
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.

Monthly Financial Update for our Parish as of
August 31, 2016
Operating
Total Income (Year to date)
$ 247,300
Total Expenses (Year to date)
$ 290,071
Balance (Year to Date)
$ (42,771)

Refugee Family
Total Income (Dec. 2015 to Date) $ 24,623
Total Expenses (Dec. 2015 to Date) $ 16,674
Balance (Dec. 2015 to Date)
$ 7,949

Children and Youth Ministry
Fundraising Campaign Update
(as of September 20, 2016)
Pledge Forms returned
33
Cash and Cheques received to date $9,650
Amount pledged but not yet received $8,000

Funds are still being sought at this
time to reach our goal for this important
ministry. Please make your cheques payable to “St. John the Evangelist Anglican
Church” with a memo stating “Children
& Youth Ministry Developer”.
(Continued on page 14)

Today is welcome back Sunday. So
welcome to all who are here. Help us as a
congregation to be very welcoming of anyone who joins us for a Sunday service, for an
event, for our Saturday dinner program, for
anything at all. While we do need to and
want to make sure that people feel welcomed
to this church on Sundays, help us all to be
more inclusive in all aspects of our lives - at
work, in our neighborhoods, in everything
we do. Help us to work together and learn
from one another. Help us to be open to
understandings of different cultures and traditions and become stronger as we deepen
those understandings. Let us today celebrate
the ordination of our own Rev. John Thompson whose dedication has brought him to this
place in his life. Our prayers are with him as
he continues his journey.
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.

The Banner
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Best wishes from
Rev. Don and Margaret Ford
Patty,
This evening, you and the parishioners of the
Church of St. John the Evangelist are celebrating the
ministry and history you have shared together over
the past 15 years. So much has happened and been
accomplished in that shared experience. You have
touched the lives of so many people: present parishioners, as well as many who have moved on to other
communities, parishioners who have died, as well as
staff and theology students who had the privilege
and good fortune to work with you. All of us have
been touched by your faith, and the witness to God’s
presence in your life. The youth of St. John’s have
been particularly blessed by your talent, patience
and time with them. We all deeply appreciate what
you have given to us.
Margaret and I, and our family wish you God’s
blessings as you move into the new ministry to
which you have been appointed. You, Rob, Sarah,
and Mark are in our prayers in this time of transition
and new direction.
All our love, Don and Margaret Ford

Patty is Leaving Us

(Continued from page 1)

Rev. Patty’s Last official service on
Sunday June 26, 2016 with Rev. Lyndon

accordion music by the talented Gerry Lidington.
Jennifer Munds, People’s Warden, gave Patty
a “purse” of financial donations from grateful Parishioners.
Jennifer Holburn spoke on behalf of the Parish
and presented her with a framed painting of the
church.
Petey Noble, Deputy Rector’s Warden, read
aloud a lengthy message of congratulation and
thanks and best wishes from our former Rector
Don Ford, now retired and living in Kingston.
(reproduced above).
A bouquet of flowers on behalf of the Servers
was presented to Patty by Heri and Moses Francis,
long time Servers in our Parish.
Moses followed up by leading us in a cheerful
sing song which included responses from the audience in
that traditional campfire song Down by the Bay, where the
watermelons grow...
The final speaker was Rev. Patty, who movingly
spoke at length of the many memorable moments she had
experienced in her Ministry during her years the Parish,
through happy, sad and challenging times.
As a finale, she was able to introduce her children
Mark and Sarah, who with her and Rev. Rob, will continue to live in London as they finish their High School
years.
It was a memorable evening which concluded with a
lengthy standing ovation of several minutes.
Many lingered to chat personally with Patty, who began her new charge preaching in Dorchester on Sunday
September 11 at 9:30 AM, followed by a second service
at Thorndale at 11:30 AM.

A “Thank You” note from
Rev. Patty
Dear St. John’s family,
Thank you so much for the
lovely send off dinner. Thank
you to everyone who helped to
organize the evening, brought
great main courses and desserts, and who offered kind
words both spoken and written.
It was a very thoughtfully put
together and very touching to
see so many of you there.
Thank you for the lovely gifts. I
will treasure the picture of St.

John’s and use your generous
financial gift to purchase something special that will remind
me of you. I have sincerely appreciated your support and
encouragement both in my time
of transition and throughout the
15 years of ministry that I was
privileged to share amongst
you. I will pray that you will
continue to grow in love, mission and fellowship and serve
God as you are called.
God Bless you all,
Rev. Patty

The Banner
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A Memorable Evening!
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February 2008—With the New Team
September 2008

From the Banner Archives...

Some Great Memories of Patty
December 2004—Light of the Advent Candles
Sylvia Brightwell with Patty Dobbs Luxton.
December 2007—Patty and Don
in the Jordan River

May 2013
Archbishop Fred Hiltz with Revs. Patty, Rob and Lyndon
September 2002—
The Newest St. John’s Members
Left to right: Patty Luxton and Mark, Jacob, Mary, and
Alexander Haak

May 2007—Easter Sunday

October 2013
Patty, Mark, Sarah and Rob in Disneyworld
June 2002—Cruising down
the St. Clair River on the Duc
d’Orleans
May 2015
Happy Birthday St. John’s
February
September
2011—Olivia
2011—Patty and
Baker and
Sarah during
Patty Dobbs
their
mission trip
Luxton

to Detroit

December 2011
Patty and Rob in Rome
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9

Patty’s New Position
Rev. Patty will be taking on her
new job as Rector St. Peter’s Dorchester and the Parish of the Thames (St.
George’s-on-the-Wye, Thorndale; St.
John’s Thamesford and St. Luke’s,
Crumlin) with Christ Church, Lakeside.
Her office will be located in St.
Peter’s Dorchester. Assisting her in this
Parish as Associate Priest (part-time)

September 2016

will be the current Rector of the Parish
of the Thames Rev Larry Edwards.
Her initial plan is that she will preside at two services each Sunday, beginning first with 9:30 AM at Dorchester, and then a second service 11:30 at
Thorndale. Rev. Larry will preside at
similar times at Thamesford and Crumlin.

Rob’s church
Old St. Paul’s,
Woodstock

Scale : 10 km

St. John’s Thamesford

St. Peter’s Dorchester

St George’s Thorndale

St. Luke’s Crumlin

The Banner
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Parishioners in the News
Biden Hall
David and Sara Hall’s son Biden is
currently living in Toronto as an aspiring
actor, and is currently featured in a commercial for Koodo Mobile Phones. It has
recently been seen in theatres and on tv,
and can be found here:
www.tinyurl.com/BannerSep2016-Biden

September 2016
Troubles in Rio:

Brice Hall

www.tinyurl.com/BannerSep2016-Brice1

David and Sara Hall’s son Brice had two
animated articles on the Olympics for the
National Post online this summer as
shown below.
How Athlete Drug Testing Works:
www.tinyurl.com/BannerSep2016-Brice2
Biden was hired to provide audio narration.

Reinventing Church:

Rev. Mark Whittall’s
Talk at St. John’s

By Tom Howes
On the evening of Tuesday, September 6 the library
was full of people gathered
Tom
to hear Ottawa rector Rev.
Howes
Mark Whittall discuss the
church plant of his parish of St. Albans.
“Church plant” refers to starting a
church from scratch, which was what
Mark was asked to do after St. Alban’s
original congregation and rector left the
Anglican fold over differences in Anglican church policy. As Mark says in his
book Reinvention, “Here was a chance to
do and be church differently, to try something that might appeal to the younger
demographic that was missing in many of
our parishes, to be the church in a way
that wasn’t constricted by years of habit,
tradition and the cultural influence of previous generations.”
With this in mind, Mark told us how
he went about reinventing St. Albans, one
of the oldest Anglican churches in Ottawa, one that included Sir John A Macdonald on its parish list, into a, energetic,
contemporary parish pursuing its mission
of spreading God’s Word to their down-

town community comprised of university
students, families and homeless.
Mark stressed the importance of mission, indeed he repeatedly made the point
that for a church to prosper it must first
establish its mission and then design its
ministry, programs, and use of space to
serve that mission. One example he gave
was how they modified church at St. Albans to attract more students, who were
one of their target demographics. They
found that university students were used
to taking their coffee with them everywhere. At St. Albans coffee in the pews
soon became a common sight, one also
beginning to appear here at St. Johns.
The talk was informative and entertaining as Mark interspersed his talk with
anecdotes and thoughts on what church
should be. His background as an engineer
(having degrees in both theoretical Physics and Developmental Economics from
Oxford University) as well as his experience as a CEO in Ottawa’s high tech sector gave him a unique perspective that
was appreciated by those present.
The depth and variety of questions
and comments after his talk showed the
strong impression he made on those present. It was a most enjoyable and informative evening.

St. John’s was introduced to Rev.
Whittal by Erica Howes, Tom and
Debbie Howes’ daughter. Erica is a
former member of St. John’s, and is
now living in Ottawa, where she attends St. Albans. Since graduating in
journalism from Carlton University in
June, Erica has been working for the
United Way as the Coordinator, Community Relations.
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Summer Adventures by The Alfarekhs
By Tina Zink-Brawn, Hazel Elmslie,
Stewart McIntyre and Cory Davies
The Alfarekh family, our new neighbours next door, enjoyed their first summer in Canada and were very busy during
the holiday season. Ghaidaa and Ayman attended summer
school in July, taking a math course. Samia and Mohammad
attended ESL classes at the Centre for Lifelong Learning. Ahmed attended Day Camp at CHOCC (Carling Heights Optimist
Community Centre) and also attended the camp at East Park for
one week.
Parishoners Mary Mcintyre, Ana Thompson, Cory Davies,
Hazel Elmslie, Tina Zink-Brawn helped Samia celebrate her
first birthday in Canada.
Elaine Brander and Tina continued to expand the family’s
knowledge of English through a variety of activities, such as
computer work, reading and writing activities, sewing, day
trips, swimming, shopping and a day trip to Elaine’s cottage.
As well, a day trip to Niagara Falls was organized in late summer.

Tina ZinkBrawn

Hazel
Elmslie

Cory
Davies

Stewart
McIntyre
Ghaidaa on the beach at
Elaine Brander’s cottage

Ahmad at the Elaine Brander’s Cottage

At Elaine Brander’s Cottage
Ayman, Samia, Mohammad, Ahmad and Ghaidaa

Niagara Falls
Ayman, Samia, Tina Zink-Brawn and Mary McIntyre

Niagara Falls—Ayman, Samia, Ahmad, Mohammad and Ghaidaa
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Sermon Preached on
Sunday, July 24th, 2016
The Revd Dr. Stephen
McClatchie
“[Jesus] was praying in a
certain place…”
Throughout the Gospels, and no where more
than in Luke’s, Jesus prays.
Rev. Stephen
He prays alone and in public. He prays before meals and before important decisions. He prays before and after
healing. His disciples must have been accustomed to Jesus’ prayer life. And yet, one
day, after Jesus had finished praying, one of
them came up to him with a request: “Lord,
teach us to pray.” And Jesus taught them
perhaps the most famous prayer of all, what
we know as the Lord’s Prayer:
Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves
forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.
These words are not quite the familiar
ones that we say weekly during the liturgy.
Three things are missing in Luke’s version:
first, the affirmation of God’s presence in
heaven; second, the petition that God’s will
be done on earth as in heaven; and finally,
the prayer that God should deliver us from
evil. These three elements of the prayer
come from Matthew’s Gospel but neither he
nor Luke includes the final doxology (“For
thine is the kingdom…”), which actually
comes from the end of First Chronicles in
the Old Testament [1 Chr 29.11].
While we could easily spend the rest of
the summer on the Lord’s Prayer, today I
want to focus on the context here in Luke
and on prayer itself.
“Lord, teach us to pray.” That is the
context. A private moment with his disciples and a straightforward request. But think
about it for a moment. Jesus’ disciples were
devout Jews, a group very familiar with
Jewish liturgical prayer—which, was, remember, common prayer. The centrepiece
of Jewish morning and evening prayer was
and is the prayer known as the “Shema,”
which YHWH revealed to Moses in Deuteronomy: “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God,
the Lord is One.” Why did the disciples
need to learn to pray? They ask Jesus to
teach them “as John taught his disciples.” In
other words: there was something new about
Jesus’ teaching, just as there was about John
the Baptist’s, that called forth a desire for a
different kind of prayer.
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The Lord’s Prayer has been described
as a summary of all of Jesus’ teaching—
about praising God, about the coming of the
kingdom of heaven, about ethical matters
like how to behave and how to treat others.
One of the most striking things about it is its
intimacy of address: not “Almighty and
everlasting God” or “O Lord our heavenly
King” but “Our Father.” Our Father. This
address situates us not only in terms of how
we relate to God and how God relates to us,
but also in term of how we ought to relate to
each other: if God is our father, then we are
to be more than neighbours to one another,
we are to be brothers and sisters. Brothers
and sisters in Christ and members of the
Body of Christ, which is the Church.

Jesus teaches us that
we can never really pray alone
And so it is already common prayer;
Jesus teaches us that we can never really
pray alone. The third-century bishop and
martyr, St. Cyprian, writes that before all
things the teacher of peace and master of
unity would not have prayer to be made singly and individually: so that when one
prays, [one] does not pray for [oneself]
alone. For we say not “My Father, which art
in heaven,” nor “Give me this day my daily
bread…” Our prayer is public and common
and when we pray, we pray not for one but
for the whole people because we the whole
people are one” (Guiver, 41).
Notice that we are taught to pray for
“daily” bread - not to have all of our needs
met through an unending, permanent supply, like some kind of magic bakery. Because we need bread daily, we are to pray
daily and so Jesus here conveys the expectation of daily, habitual prayer.
“And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.”
“Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.”
Trespasses, sins, or debts. This line, in
whichever version you prefer, is perhaps
Jesus’s central teaching. God can and will
forgive our sins, but God’s grace and our
obligations to others go hand in hand. There
are so many examples of this in the Gospels:
the parable of the wicked slave; the Good
Samaritan, Jesus’ admonition to be reconciled to your brother before you making an
offering to the Lord. Again and again, God
calls us to be in community with others, not
to be isolated.
And finally, “do not bring us to the time
of trial” or “lead us not into temptation.”
Jesus knows that we are vulnerable, that we
are easily led astray, that we are tempted by
many things: taking the easy way out, being
selfish in the face of need, overindulging
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our appetites, whatever. Which one of us
cannot identify with Paul’s anguished cry in
the letter to the Romans: “I do not understand my own actions. For I do not what I
want, but I do the very thing I hate” (Rom
7.15). We need to pray every day not to be
tested, for we will be tested every day.
“Lord, teach us to pray.”
Jesus teaches his disciples how to pray
and Jesus teaches us to pray as well. The
Lord’s Prayer, as St. Cyprian wrote, contains every necessary petition. There are
three different modes of prayer here. First,
there is praise, in which there is a focus on
God: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be
your name … For the power, the kingdom,
and the glory are yours, now and forever,
world without end.” There is intercession,
which is prayer for others, and there is petition, which is prayer for ourselves. I can
think of only one prayer mode that is missing, and that is thanksgiving—but it could
be argued that the entire prayer is one of
praise and thanksgiving to God.

Jesus teaches us how to pray and
also teaches us that we actually
need to learn how to pray
Jesus teaches us how to pray and also
teaches us that we actually need to learn
how to pray.
Who taught you? For many of us, the
Lord’s Prayer was the first prayer that we
learned, whether at home, in church school,
or even in public school for those of us of a
certain age. How do you pray? And when
do you pray? St. Paul tells us to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess 5.17)—that seems
pretty hard to do when we think only of
prayer as something that we do at set times
or in set places. But if we think of prayer as
simply a movement of our heart and our
mind toward God, that starts to get us closer. A former archbishop of Canterbury,
Michael Ramsay—who stood in this very
pulpit in 1963—spoke of a call to prayer as
a call “to be with God with the people on
our heart.” I love that: the image of being
with God with the people on our heart.
It can be helpful to examine your assumptions about what prayer is. For many
people, prayer is primarily verbal, whether
spoken aloud or carefully formulated in
words in our minds, perhaps following the
structure of the Lord’s Prayer: praise and
thanksgiving to God, intercession for others,
and petition for ourselves. This has been the
prevailing model amongst most Anglicans
and Protestants since the Reformation: prayer in which every word and phrase is authentic and fully and consciously meant.
(Continued on page 13)
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And there is nothing wrong with this, of
course, but this emphasis on conscious authenticity can sometimes shade into too
much focus on ourselves: excess individualism, piousness, and an over-dependence
on feelings and emotions as part of prayer—which in turn can force us to fake them
when we’re just not feeling it for whatever
reason. This type of prayer, which we could
call “prayer of careful consideration,” if we
use it exclusively, can easily turn us into
Marthas in our prayer lives—to refer back
to last week’s Gospel—running through
our lists and getting it done. More busyness in our lives.
There are other ways to pray. Arrow or
dart prayers for example: short interjections
shot up to heaven throughout the day when
something comes up: “Be with me, Lord
God”; “Thank you, Jesus”; “Lord, give me
strength.”
Then there is contemplative prayer,
which John Thompson invited us to consider last week; “Mary prayer,” if you will.
There are several types of contemplative
prayer, each of which asks us to call God to
mind and offer the time to him. Contemplative prayer can be simply sitting silently
with God and not consciously thinking of
anything for 15 or 20 minutes. This is extremely hard to do and one will usually find
one’s mind wandering. One way to help
focus is to repeat a formula, a short phrase
or word, over and over during the prayer
time. Many people find the Jesus Prayer
from the orthodox tradition helpful here:
“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” The repetitive prayers
of the Rosary do the same thing and the
physical act of manipulating the beads
helps to keep you focused (prayer beads are
not exclusively Roman Catholic and are
found in many traditions). Your mind may
well still wander. And that is ok. When you
become conscious of this, simply refocus
your mind and resume the word or phrase.
Another form of prayer is meditative
prayer on a passage of scripture. This very
ancient type of prayer is called Lectio
Divina, or holy reading. In it, you read the
text, generally aloud, several times and let
your mind focus on a word or an image or a
passage that strikes your fancy. By meditating on it or even imagining yourself as part
of the story, whether as a bystander or protagonist, you can enter more fully into the
life of the scripture.
Finally, there is the Daily or Divine
Office, which is the set, liturgical prayer
throughout the day which originated in monastic communities. If you look through the
Book of Common Prayer (and also the
BAS), you will find Thomas Cramner’s
Anglican adaptation of the traditional Of-
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fices of the Western Church: Morning
Prayer, Prayer for Mid-Day, Evening Prayer, and Night Prayer or Compline. These
offices have a regular pattern of psalms,
scripture, hymns, and prayers. In the BCP
office, the entire psalter is worked through
on a monthly basis (it is done weekly in the
traditional Office) and there is a regular
cycle of Old and New Testament readings
that coincide with the liturgical calendar.
(Without the Daily Office, you miss whole
chunks of scripture that never come up in
the Eucharistic lectionary.) This type of
prayer could be described a stream prayer
since it flows ever onward, forming and
shaping us and wearing away our edges
over the years. It words by gradual accumulation, building up deposits and transforming its practitioners over time in imperceptible ways. If prayer of careful consideration—verbal prayer—tends to the individual and subjective, stream prayer is an objective outpouring of praise and prayer to God.
It can feel artificial, but remember Jesus’s
teaching: we we pray, we do not pray
alone, we pray with and for the whole
Church, the Body of Christ. If a certain
psalm of lamentation does not speak to on a
day when you are joyous, the Office reminds us that we are praying for and with
someone who is unhappy and who may not
be able to pray today.
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Prayer requires practice. It’s like any
other form of exercise or training. You
can’t expect to excel immediately. One
17th-century priest referred to prayer as
“practising the presence of God.”
Jesus also teaches us the importance of
persevering in prayer. In today’s Gospel,
Jesus tells the parable about the persistent
friend, knocking on the door in the middle
of the night. Friendship does not get him
what he wants, only persistent knocking
gets the man up to respond to his need. St.
Augustine wrote that “[Jesus] would not so
encourage us to ask were he not willing to
give” but observed that, actually, “he is
more willing to give than we to receive.”
There is a whole other sermon in this…
We need to pray without ceasing. We
need to be persistent in our prayer, for God
does indeed hear us and answer it.
It does not always seem like it. Sometimes it can feel like the cartoon that I saw
recently in the New Yorker. A man is standing looking up at a thought-bubble coming
from heaven. In the thought bubble there is
only that oval with three dots in in that is
familiar to us from text messaging: the other person is typing, indicating that an answer is coming but it is not here yet. Waiting for an answer to prayer can feel like
waiting for God to text back.

My prayer life is grounded in the Daily
Office, which is required of clergy, as well Waiting for prayer to be answered
as at least one other type of prayer every
can be frustrating.
day. There are many helpful tricks and aids But God does indeed answer prayer
that you can apply to your prayer life. For
example, I have a little book in which I
Waiting for prayer to be answered can
write down people to pray for. There are
be
frustrating.
But God does indeed answer
books of daily readings of scriptures and
prayer.
He
answers
it in ways that we do
other authors that can be used for meditation. There are a number of podcasts or not expect and which are easy to miss.
online sites that invite contemplative prayer Prayers are sometimes answered in unexand/or Lectio Divina. One that I would rec- pected encounters during the day: a person
ommend is called “Pray as you go,” which we meet, a passage that we read, or somealso has a mobile app for your phone or thing that we overhear. Sometimes God
tablet. It uses music, scripture, and com- answers prayer by things the come to mind
mentary to structure and guide a time of — if you find yourself distracted in prayer,
particularly contemplative prayer, think
prayer—it’s only about 12 minutes or so.
about what God might be saying to you in
This week, try a different sort of pray- the distraction: why are you thinking about
er. Vary your prayer life.
that, right now? Often God answers prayer
in ways that we do not expect and which
But make no mistake: prayer is hard we may in fact not like.
But make no mistake: prayer is hard.
There will be times—days, weeks even—
when you do not feel like praying. For me,
the discipline of the Daily Office works
well on days when I just don’t feel it. Everyone goes through rough patches or dry
spells in which it is hard or impossible to
feel the presence of God or to feel that our
prayer is doing any good. Don’t worry if
you’re in one and do not despair of ever
getting out. You will.

God has promised to hear us when we
pray to him. He will hear and answer our
prayers, for “he who has promised us is
faithful” (Heb 10.23). And the Lord’s Prayer teaches us the one prayer that is always
answered: “Thy will be done.”
Now unto the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God, be honour and
glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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Parish News
(Continued from page 5)

Evangel Assembling Crew
In Action
For many years, Angela Campbell and Bruce
Tuck have worked tirelessly behind the

scenes on Fridays to assemble the weekly
Evangel for your Sunday reading pleasure.
Many thanks for your dedication over the
years Angela and Bruce!

Some new donations recently
added to our collection:

Handbook for Mortals: Guidance for People Facing Serious Illness Joanne Lynn
(362.17 LYN)
Intended for both patients and
caregivers, this book offers
practical advice for people facing terminal illness. The authors
are specialists in end of life and
hospice care.
Coming soon!
New items to watch for:

The Good Old Days
Compiled by Mary Lynn Berthelet
Mary Lynn
Berthelet

1.Sept. 2nd

Fieldwork Boiler Tubes installed (44 hours @ $3.00/hr) $

2.Oct. 6th

R.F. Fielding Co. for 275 Evangels (one week supply)

$

6.00

3.Oct. 12th

Mrs. M. Lindfield for washing and ironing 49 surplices

$

8.80

4.Oct. 14th

Mrs. Edith Hammond for Kitchen Work with a helper
(preparing laymans corporate communion breakfast)

$

6.50

5.Oct. 18th

Heating Maintenance Agreement for 1951-1952

$

18.00

6.Oct. 18th

City of London Annual Taxes for 870 Wellington Street, $
our manse at the time.This includes general and
school tax as well as $132.00 for garbage pick-up and
street cleaning and snow-clearing.

309.73

7.Oct. 29th

Howard Crummer Hardware for 12-100 watt light bulbs $

3.72

8.Oct. 30th

Home Heating Oil for 870 Wellington Street
(119- 6/10th gallons @ 18-1/2 cents/gal.)

$

22.01

9.Nov. 13th

Hay Stationery
500 white envelopes; 15003X5 ruled index cards

$

2.25

10. Nov. 13th Dr. T. R. Millman Sunday Duty for Summer Services

$

60.00

11. Dec. 5th

$

8.40

12. Dec. 30th Transfer Payment to Diocese of the Arctic

$

5.00

13. Dec. 30th Transfer Payment to Diocese of Huron/Synod

$ 3,970.00

Repairs to Radiators in the Rectory

By Judy Tuck

My Year of Buying Nothing
Lee Simpson (179.9 SIM)
Lee Simpson, a former editor of
Chatelaine magazine, describes
her efforts to live a simpler,
more sustainable lifestyle.

Part Two of the piece I did on 1951 church expenses in the spring
edition. These little tid-bits are from our bills from September to
December, 65 years ago.

From the Archives of 1951-Part Two

Library Corner
September 2016

132.00

In This Together: Fifteen Stories of Truth and Reconciliation Danielle Metcalfe-Chenail
This is a collection of essays by
contributors from across Canada, both indigenous and nonindigenous. The writers explore
the harmful consequences of
the European settlement of
Canada.
John, His Gospel, and Jesus:
In Pursuit of the Johannine
Voice Stanley E. Porter
This is an in depth look at
John’s Gospel. The author is a
professor at the McMaster Divinity College. His special interests include the language and
writings of the New Testament.
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Parish Picnic
A grand time was had by all ages at
the annual Outdoor Worship Service and Parish Picnic on Sunday
June 12 on the grounds of Huron
University College.
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Murray Memorial
By Rev. Lyndon Hutchison-Hounsell,
Tssf
At the 8 AM Eucharist on September 4th, new Altar Frontals for the
Chapel were blessed and dedicated in
every colour of the liturgical year as
well as a dark red burse and veil for
Holy Week. These were given to the
glory of God and in loving memory of
brothers Ken and John Murray by
their children John, Martha, Anne and
Ken. The plaque has been placed near
where John would sit most Sundays at
8 AM.

Altar with Green Frontal

Passages
Ken and John Murray

R.I.P.

George Samuel Harry Hinton
June 8, 2016

Nancy Elizabeth McDermid
Grand Bend
June 13, 2016

Upcoming Events
Sunday October 2, 2016
Creation Thanksgiving
Pumpkins needed for decoration
October 9, 2016
Harvest Thanksgiving
Fruits and vegetables needed
for decoration
Sunday October 16, 2016
10th Annual St. John’s
5k Run and Walk

John McQuoid Patterson
Friday October 21 or
Saturday October 22, 2016
Getting to Know You
Let’s Eat Together
Sunday November 26—1:00 PM
New Bishop Installation
The Welcome and Seating
in the Cathedral of the
Rt. Rev. Linda Nicholls as the
13thBishop of Huron at the
Cathedral Church of St. Paul,
London.

July 10, 2016

Tasmo Manyo Kawamoto
Interment of Ashes
September10, 2016

Charles William Roberts
September 13, 2016
Marriages

Hugo Alexander Rodriguez
Tama Lynn Williams
July 16, 2016

