The Church of St. John the Evangelist

Banner
February 2016

St. John’s Refugee Family
Arrives from Lebanon

 م ن الأ، منم أاس م دمان هأ سا، سام الأ، أهال هال ال
ان
ل أ ال ياا مأو ال ماو هف من ه أ ن،أ

Welcome Mohamed, Samia, Ayman, Ghaidaa and Ahmad, from St. John’s Church!
We hope you have a happy, healthy and successful life in Canada
By Stewart McIntyre
After a major effort in
early January, to repair and
tance. In addition, they were shown how quickly for they have all been found to be
furnish the apartment at 284
and where and how to shop for food, find intelligent eager learners in their respecSt. James, our committee
suitable clothing, navigate the bus system, tive schools (Beal for Ghaidaa and Ayman
received notification of the
manage their finances and household rou- and St. George’s for Ahmad). Samia’s
arrival of the Alfarekh famiStewart
tines, and make connections with fellow teaching experience could appear attracly barely 72 hours before we McIntyre
Syrians in London and with the Mosque. tive to schools needing settlement workers
met them at a hotel near
Much of this was conducted with the aid as the Syrian numbers increase; MohamPearson Airport on January 15th. A conof a fluent Arabic speaker- once a refugee med is going to meet next week with sevvoy of 2 large cars brought them back to
eral Arabic-speaking lawyers in London’s
himself.
their new home through a snowbound and
legal community.
strange-appearing land. When they arrived
A few years ago the Alfarekh’s were a
here, members of our welcoming commit- middle class family living in a suburb of
Despite such favourable signposts,
tee
were
there are
amazed
at
also some
their curious
hard realiand friendly
ties. After
manner even
living in a
though they
subhad
been
standard
travelling
nutritional
from Lebanon
and health
for almost 3
care envidays.
It
ronment,
turned
out
particularly
that they had
since 2012,
only
been
there are
informed of
several
their deparmedical
ture barely 24
and numerh in advance,
ous dental
The Alfarekh Family
and learned
issues to be
(Shortly after their arrival in Canada with some members of our Refugee Family Committee)
of their Lonremedied.
Standing: Samia and Mohamed, Sitting: Ayman, Ahmad, Ghaidaa
don destinaFortunately
tion from a
OHIP and
friendly aide during a stop in Amman.
the federal government (IHF) medical
Finally home at 284 St. James, they were Damascus. Mohammed was a judge and coverage will meet most of the medical
given a supper of middle eastern delicacies working sometimes with a UN agency; needs but there may be some serious cost
Samia was a teacher. In 2012, events challenges with the dental care needed to
and bundled off to bed.
there, led them to flee to Lebanon where restore their teeth and gums. However, to
For the next 3 days, we did our best to they have been in a refugee camp until last
date, the life balance of the family seems
keep the family warm and comfortable month. They left behind many relatives in
solid, even though they feel that they canwhile not trying to bother them with the Syria and a few others who had also
not fully comprehend how they managed
mountain of preparations and documenta- sought refuge in neighboring Lebanon and
to arrive at a different existence. Many in
tion with which they would begin their life Jordan. We still know very few details of
our committee have been entranced by the
in a new land. Finally, in the following their lives and of their momentous decioutright warmth, and hospitality displayed
week, we began the long march through sion whether or not to flee. Since 2012, the
by members of the family to all of us. This
offices that would provide them with ac- children have had some access to approcould only come from a strong and virtucess to health care, education, language priate schools in Lebanon, but are 2-3
ous family structure.
training, and government financial assis- years behind; they may recover this rather
(Continued on page 9)
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The Past Year
Report from the Rector
By The Reverend Lyndon
Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf
This has been a year of transitions. Many in our congregation have
begun the work of discerning what the Holy Spirit is
calling us to be and do today in Old North, some of us
guided by a book called “Fishing Tips: How Curiosity Transformed a Community of Faith” by United
Church Pastor The Rev. Dr. John Pentland. This past
year has been one that has seen some long time members move away and we give great thanks for all the
service they offered here in the name of Christ. This
past year we have mourned and said goodbye to our
beloved organist Jenny Aylsworth who died in June,
and we gave great thanks for the musical leadership
she offered with her choir directing teammates David
and Sara Hall. We had to make a big decision to replace our heating system boiler and do some other
upgrades. This, and a continually declining membership, moved the wardens and me, with the help and
encouragement of our Bishop Bob Bennett, to take a
detailed look at the future of our parish. This fall and
winter many were working in an inspired way and
welcomed the Alfarekh family, who had been refugees from Syria living in Lebanon for a four years – a
great sign of hope for many, especially the Alfarekh
family.
Over the past six months the wardens and I have
met many times to develop a clearer picture of the
present reality of our parish so that we could confidently assure everyone that, with some new efforts,
we have great potential to continue to follow Christ
by renewing our focus on where God is calling today.
This will require trying some new things and stepping
out of our comfort zones, and likely shifting our activities to follow God’s call. There is much to be discerned and this year we have an enhanced Stewardship Program, a Membership Working Group, and an
Endowment Initiative that will help to encourage us
all to share more effectively of our time, talent and
treasure so we continue to shine light through active
compassion.
The Present
In Psalm 138 the ancient choirs sing to us of how
God always works in us to bring life and love into our
hearts, into our parish and into our world. Paul tells
the story up to his day. Well, here at St. John’s it is
our job to tell the story of Jesus Christ and the church

What did you get for Christmas?
Here is a gift the editor received from
an English cousin in the UK who is a
faithful member of the C of E. Some excerpts are sprinkled throughout this issue.
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for our day. Our vestry reports are the official account
of the work we have done to spread the life, love and
hope of Christ into the world. The world has changed
around us, and in some ways we may look archaic,
but I know that most people in our church community
live in the here and now and find the message of Jesus Christ to be powerfully life-giving and so we continue to do all we can to bring this life into our world.
I know the commitment of the people of this parish to look at the world around us in 2015, and to
open our hearts and minds to serve in order that we
may all share the riches that the Divine Creator has
given us, and it moves me to joyful tears. This present
time is challenging for us as Christians who live in a
diverse world with open hearts and minds. We often
get misjudged as people who do not accept current
science, as people who judge rather than love, as people who apparently insist that our religion is the only
way, as people who want to tell rather that ask what
someone needs. We need to start letting people know
that, while we are not perfect, we are open and inclusive. We need to overcome the bad press we get and
share a message of love and joy and hope. We are
called to serve and invite others to serve with us. We
are called to meet the needs of others outside our
church even if it means giving up some things that
may meet our own needs. Jesus Christ has transformed the world and we are called to continue
that transformation until we reach Shalom.
“Churches are unique creations – each stands in direct
relation to the vastness of Christendom, but also answerable to the rough and tumble street directly outside its doors.” (Fishing Tips, page xiv) If this is our
focus and our goal then we will grow, both personally
and as a church, the body of Christ.
The Future
At the beginning of chapter 5 of the Gospel of
Luke Jesus asks the fisherfolk to go out again and
cast their nets. The fisherfolk complain because they
have been working long hours already and they didn’t
get much. But Jesus says try again and in a different
way and see what happens. We are always called to
try again, especially when something doesn’t work.
Then Jesus calls the fisherfolk to follow him and
catch people. Well, I’ve always found the idea of
catching people rather creepy and claustrophobic,
however, if we hear Christ’s call to share hope and
joy with the world then we should catch people’s
attention and then we can invite them to join us in
sharing hope and joy with even more people. What
great possibilities lie ahead for us if we open ourselves to the spirit of wonder in our church? (Fishing
Tips, page xiii)
This year I invite you to commit to deepening
(Continued on page 14)
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Parish News
Our New Wardens
Petey Noble
Deputy Rector’s Warden
We are very fortunate
to have Petey Noble accept
the Rector’s invitation to
take on position of Deputy
Rector’ Warden for 2016.
Living in London since 1966, Petey
grew up in Calgary where she married a
Presbyterian and they raised three children
who now live in Ottawa, Markham and
Vancouver.
Petey is a Registered Nurse by profession and worked in Calgary both in the Operating Room and the field of Community
Care. Widowed, she now lives alone on
Victoria St. in her home backing overlooking Gibbons Park. For the last six years she
has become friends with and made welcome at our church by several St. John’s
parishioners. She had conversations with
Rev. Don Ford before he retired, and has
been an active member of the Parish Council for 3 years.
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Pancake Supper
Preparation for the beginning of Lent
was marked by a feast on Shrove Tuesday,
February 9 in the Parish Hall.
A delicious meal of sausages, three
kinds of pancakes, syrup, and ice cream
dessert was prepared and served by the gentlemen of the parish.
Entertainment while enjoying this delicious meal was provided by an outstanding
musical group, the Herded Cats Dixieland
Band a select group of talented musician\ns
organized and led by Rod Brawn.
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tion. There is one candidate we are interested in pursuing, but at this time this person is not available to audition. As a result we have advertised again and the
deadline for new applications is March 2.
We hope to have at least two applicants to
choose from. In the meantime ,the committee has visited St. Paul’s Tuesday organ recitals and has listened to a young
talented organist, unfortunately she is
moving out of the city.
If anyone in the congregation hears or
knows of a talented organist wanting a
move, let us know—sometimes word of
mouth is the best way to find someone.
The organ committee continues to be
motivated and positive and are following
all leads. In our search to find some to
play for us all.

Youth Group CLAY Sale
On Sunday Feb 14 the Youth Group help
a sale of delicious homemade treats in support
of the CLAY (Canadian Lutheran Angli-

Some of the Kitchen Crew

can Youth) gathering this summer
Charlottetown.

in

Sean Purdy
Deputy People’s Warden
Growing up in London
in a strong Anglican family
with parents Rosemary and
Jud Purdy, Sean has been
an active member of our
Parish for all of his years. (Jud wrote the
memorable history of St. John’s “Bright the
Vision” in 1988 marking the 100th Anniversary of the Parish).
He was a member of the Sunday
School in his younger days, and acted as a
Server for many years. When finishing formal schooling, Sean trained as a commercial airline pilot, which became a full time
job for him flying, often solo, across the
country and particularly into the northern
parts of Canada. He gave this career up in
2005 is now working for an authorized
training provider for the Canadian Red
Cross. He remains very active in the Scout
Canada movement. He moved into his father Jud’s apartment to assist him when he
became ill, and since Jud’s death in 2006 he
has remained at this Proudfoot Lane apartment.

Serving Team

Evelyn Godwin, Mark Luxton and
Amanda McConnell

A Deacon in our Parish

Herded Cats Dixieland Band

Organist/Music Director
Search Committee Update
By Jennifer Munds (Chair)
With the last set of applications for the position of
organist at St. John’s, we
were not lucky enough to
get a candidate that was
able to commit to the posi-

As many of you will
recall, John Thompson was
affirmed by a meeting of
Vestry back in February of
2011 as a candidate to become a permanent deacon in
our parish.

John
Thompson

The role of a deacon is
to encourage us to move outside our four
Jennifer
Munds

(Continued on page 4)
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walls to serve those who are outside our
congregation, and also to bring the marginalized in our society to find a place to belong.
During the last 5 years John has done
the following things in order to prepare to
become a permanent, vocational deacon in
the church:
 completed a Master’s degree in Theologi-

cal Studies at Huron University College;
 completed a Parish Internship at Church

of the Ascension here in London;
 been working with a Parish Discernment
Team;
 been working closely with various outreach initiatives in our parish;
 is presently working at Parkwood Hospital to complete a unit of Clinical Pastoral
Education.
Along with the guidance of the Deacon’s Board of our Diocese of Huron we are
now ready to recommend that John Thompson be ordained a Deacon to work in our
parish.
At the February 7th, 2016 Annual Vestry Meeting, the following motion was addressed:
MOTION: That our parish re-affirm
John Thompson as a candidate to be
ordained as a deacon in our church and
that we look forward to his leadership as
one who calls us to reach out to serve,
and to invite and welcome those in need.
The motion carried

Election of New Bishop
By Bruce Tuck
The Diocese of Huron has a
new Coadjutor Bishop. The Rt.
Rev. Linda Nicholls was elected
at Synod on February 13 on the
third ballot. After the second balBruce
lot four of the eight candidates
Tuck
retired from candidacy and Linda
received a majority in both the House of
Clergy and the House of Laity on the third.
Linda is presently the Area Bishop of
Trent-Durham and Bishop Suffragan of the
Diocese of Toronto. She will become the
first woman bishop in the Diocese of Huron, and as Coadjutor will become Bishop
of Huron when Bishop Bennett retires. Linda was a very popular choice and received
enthusiastic applause when the results were
announced. In a brief but impressive thank
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you speech she
praised her fellow
candidates and said
she was greatly
looking forward to
getting to know us
here in the Diocese
of Huron.
In spite of the
weather, the Synod
was well attended
and smoothly run.
Voting members
from St. John's
Bishop- Linda Nicholls
were The Rev.
Lyndon Hutchison-Hounsell, The Rev. Patty Luxton, The Rev. Dr. Stephen
McClatchie, Jennifer Roy, and Bruce Tuck.

Ross Atkinson Wedding
A very happy event took at St John’s on
Saturday January 23, 2016, when Ross Atkinson, son of Barbara Atkinson and the
late Chris Atkinson was married to Susanna
N Yuk-Kiun Kon.
The ceremony was performed by the
Rt. Rev. Terry Dance, recently retired Bishop of Huron, a long time friend of the Atkinson family. Ross’s brother Rob was Best
Man and Susanna’s daughter Alex was her
attendant.

The happy couple live on Salt spring
Island in B.C. Ross makes wooden toys
and other wooden things from recycled
wood. He and Susanna own a hat store
and they hand make (knit or crochet) all
their own stock from natural fibres, wool,
alpaca, silk, cashmere, etc. They are on
the island’s Artists Tour and have a small
outlet in the workshop on their property.
They also
sell at the
local craft
market held
each Saturday on the
island. Only
crafts made
locally on
the Island
may
be
sold.

Courtesy the United Church Observer
Ross and Susanna
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Parishioners in the News
Metropolitan United Church Borrows
some of our Star Parishioners!
By Bob Hayman
Metropolitan United Church offers a
wonderful winter program in their facility each year entitled Time Out 2016 designed primarily to help Seniors keep
their minds and brains active during the
winter season by offering, for a modest
fee, a series of lectures, musical performances and illustrated slide presentations
each Wednesday morning in the church
for 8 weeks in January, February and
March. Each session is one hour in
length which includes time for Q and A
of the presenters.
This year they have engaged several
talented St. John’s parishioners to assist
in this operation.

Virginia Hannay
Virginia Hannay, was organizer and
convenor of the Music series.

David and Sara Hall
David and Sara Hall were retained to
make the first Music presentation of the

5
season with “A Stroll Down Tin Pan Alley with Irving Berlin and friends”.
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invited to share their talents at their home
base at St. John’s!!

Together, they told the story of this
incredibly talented and prolific song
writer who wrote well over 800 songs
during 1900’s. David related his life story and interspersed the narrative by playing some of his songs on the piano with
Sara on stage singing. I was particularly
honored as an audience member having
her come down off the podium during
one sequence and woo me in the pews
singing a great number “Call me Up
Some Rainy afternoon”. It was a memorable show!
We must invite them to repeat this
act at St. John’s at a Pub Night or Coffee
house!!

Richard McLaren

Nancy Tausky
Nancy Tausky, heritage consultant, author
and historian who gave
the opening lecture in the
Heritage series “House
Tops. The fascination of Nancy Tausky
looking up at London’s
houses”

David Hall
One week later, David Hall gave the second
lecture in the Heritage
series “London’s Brick
Street Cemetery and its
connections to the War
of 1812”.
Attending and enjoying all of the above
sessions, I highly recommend that they be

Sara, Virginia and David
David takes a question.

One of those
buried in the
cemetery

December 30, 2015—Governor General
Announces 69 New Appointments to the
Order of Canada.
Richard H. McLaren, O.C.
London, Ontario
“For his contributions to sports law and
arbitration, alternative dispute resolution
and legal education as an internationally renowned lawyer
and professor.”
(see Banner December 2015 for
note on Richard’s
recent work with
WADA—World
Anti-Doping
Agency).

Alison Hannay
At the Regional
Commercial Council of
London and St. Thomas
Association of Realtors
awards, 19 entrants were
judged on environmental
sensitivity, design and Alison Hannay
innovation, meeting a (Cornerstone
specific developmental Architects)
need. The winner in the
Institutional Category was Clare Hall
(named after founder Mother Clare
Gaukler) and Mercato (market in Italian
to honour Italian roots) at Brescia University College, a Student Residence
with full dining facilities.
Architects: Cornerstone Architecture
Builder: Hayman Construction.

Brice Hall
Brice Hall is a graphic
journalist with Post Media,
and his work has recently
been featured prominently
in the National Post—both
print and online versions. Brice Hall
Links are provided below:
Illustrated Guide to the Iowa Caucus:
(Published January 29, 2016)
www.tinyurl.com/BannerFeb2016-Brice1

Britain’s relationship with the EU
(Published February 13, 2016)
www.tinyurl.com/Banner-Feb2016-Brice2
Sara sings to the accompaniment of David

Typical headstones
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Annual Vestry Meeting
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Appointed by the RectorRector’s churchwarden
Deputy Rector’s warden
Members at large

FEBRUARY 7, 2016
The annual vestry meeting of St. Johns took place on Sunday
February 7, 2016. Following a tasty lunch provided by the ladies of
the church under the leadership of Catherine Chick, 63 members of
the Parish signed in as attendants at the meeting.

Appointed by the Wardens
(non-voting members of Parish Council)

Approval was given for the minutes of the previous Vestry
meetings held in 2015:

Treasurer
Bookkeeper
Envelope Secretary

 The annual meeting on February 1
 Special meeting held on August 39 approving withdrawal of up
to $110,000 to pay for the replacement of the boiler for our
Heating system
 the special Vestry meeting of January 24, 2016 approving
choice of delegates to the Special Synod being held on February 13, 2016 for the election of a Co-Adjutor Bishop of Huron.
The Rector’s warden Murray Hunter gave a detailed and
lengthy review of the many deliberations held by the Wardens
throughout the year to deal with our difficult financial situation
which, as outlined in the actual financial report for 2015, has resulted in a deficit of $30,136.
The funding necessary to carry out the building assessment,
accessibility upgrades to the Wellington St. Entrance, and repayment of the money borrowed from the Endowment Fund, and the
inability to find parishioner resources to launch a major fund raising event during the year were listed as disappointments for the
year.
This lack of financial resources has led to a budget being proposed for 2016 which includes borrowing again from the Endowment fund again in the amount of $30,480 and approval for a program which would list a projected Deficit of $36,330
It is noted that the our Endowment Fund does generate interest
on the invested funds as administered by a team of professionals
under the direction of the Diocese.
Following considerable discussion from those in attendance,
the proposed budget for 2016 was passed with a vote of 26 in favor
and 13 opposed and 21 abstaining.
Approval of the new Parish Council members as listed below
was welcomed with applause:

Rick Mann
Petey Noble
Cory Davies
David Haak
Alison Hannay

David Haak
Michael Hayman
Bill Fleming

Elected by vote from the Parish:
People’s Churchwarden

Jennifer Munds

Deputy people’s warden

Sean Purdy

Lay representative to Synod

Jennifer Roy, Bruce Tuck

Substitute Lay
representative to Synod

Nancy Coups
Petey Noble

Members at Large

Mary Lynn Berthelet
Cody Barteet
Michael Godwin
James Hannay

Under other business, Murray Hunter outlined the 10 year planning Budget which was designed by the wardens and clergy during
the latter half of 2015 The plan is based on growing our congregation by two or more families per year. This income from a net increase of two additional donors along with asking our current members to give an annual increase of 3% ,will allow for 2% inflation
and other costs.
The 10 year plan is available for viewing by contacting Rev.
Lyndon or one of the Wardens.
Jennifer Munds presented the three 2016 priorities:
 An energetic and purposeful Stewardship Program

 Increasing our Endowment Fund to $5,000,000 (ED note: val

ued at about $812,000 as of November 30, 2015) and limiting
annual withdrawals to 4% of the total.
A membership drive will be launched to build ourselves up and
encourage others to share our joy and participate in our Christian endeavours.

Head Table from left:
Murray Hunter (retiring Rector’s
Warden), Jennifer Munds
(People’s Warden), Rev. Lyndon
Hutchison-Hounsell (Rector),
Rev. Patty Dobbs-Luxton
(Associate Priest), Rick Mann
(Rector’s Warden),
Frank Francetto (retiring Warden), and Mary Lynn Berthelet
(Vesty Clerk)

The Banner
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Highlights of the Proposed Budget 2016 Highlights from 2015

Outreach Committee Report

(With Actuals of 2015)

A very active group in our congreActuals Proposed
gation
who work so hard in so many
2015
2016

ways to follow the great commandment
311,170 “love thy neighbor”.
0
Total budgeted in 2015 $39,000 as
30,480 listed in the Vestry report.

Receipts
Total Envelopes and PAG
Fund raising Events
From Endowment Fund
284 St. James St

305,051
400
40,000
9200

Total Revenue

422,246

This money comes from donations
and Outreach Fundraising, e.g. 5K
436,320 Walk, Yard and Book Sale.

Disbursements\
Ministry Apportionment
to Diocese
Music Services
Remuneration (Salaries, housing)
Total ministry
Administration

63,255
13,736
183,931
242,268
34,726

72,141
19,400
187,646
252,622
31,405

Highlights of major expenditures in
2015: Saturday Night meal Program,
Christmas Basket Program. Funds to
PWRDF, Two Food Drives, (Daily
Bread and Oneida Muncy Food bank),
Huron Church Camp Renew project,
repairs to Kitchen Counter, New Service Fridge.

Total Christian Education
Building Maintenance
Total Expenses

1795
85,504
452,382

2555 group of volunteers from the parish and
67,450 the neighbourhood initiated a blended
472,650 sponsorship of the Alfarekh family

Excess Receipts (Expenses)

12,000

Refugee

Sponsorship:

A

large

from Syria. It raised $10,000 to begin
the sponsorship with funds coming
(30,136) (36,330) from a wide variety of sources including The Mosque and the City of London. Much labour went into the restoring the upstairs apartment at 284 St.
James to prepare for their arrival.
The Christmas Basket Program
provided 30 families with seasonal
goodwill.

Presentations to outgoing wardens
Murray Hunter and
Frank Franchetto
by Rev. Lyndon and
Rev. Patty.

The 2015 Saturday Night Dinner
program marked the 19th year for our
Saturday evening hospitality meal.
(Details of this large project are described by John Thompson in detail in
the Vestry Report distributed on line
and at the Vestry meeting. Parishioners
are urged to read this very thorough
report to understand fully what goes on
here each week.)
Some highlights: In 2015 we

served 5934 guests, for a an average of
114 each Saturday night .This is roughly a 10% drop in weekly attendances.
Some have attributed this to an Ontario
Works policy change to provide an extra $84/month in lieu of a bus pass. St.
Jude’s Anglican Church has been a
significant partner in their current leadership of this project.
18 groups shared the task of serving each Saturday in 2015. Mary Anne
Campbell has stepped down from the
committee in 2015, leaving to Glenda
Hayward the role of organizing outside
volunteers. Nine are faith base: St.
John’s (Sawruk, Bice, Luxton, Jonathan
Franchetto), St Aidan’s, St George’s
Ilderton, St. Jude’s, Parish of the
Thames and Siloam United. Two are
organized and led by individuals
(David Wighton, Fraser Fellows). Others represent the Registered Nurse’s
Association of Ontario, the LondonMiddlesex Health Unit, London Life,
London Pilgrims, Central Social Justice
Club, The Corvette Club, and UWO
alternate Spring Break. Pretty good
guess that close to 300 people were
involved. And there’s more: shopping
team, different cooking team each
week, Thursday shoppers, dessert
teams, Cathy Blake who reminds each
week’s serving team when to put the
food in the oven, etc.
Christmas Dinner was huge success— 210 guests with gift bags distributed. Clothing Cupboard team of Margaret Nelson. Pat Knowles, Joan Floyd
and Ana Thompson.
It all costs money. In 2015 some
$18,000, assisted by the generosity of a
number of outside groups.
John concludes: Without the dedication and hard work of Frances
Reimer (our founding leader) and Glenda Hayward (and her church of St,
Jude’s) we might have accomplished
this but with a great deal more pain.

At a recent choir practice
a definition was sought
for the musical term
‘syncopation’. The choirmaster defined this a
‘rapid movement between
bars’. Some of the choir
agreed to try it out after
choir practice.

The Banner
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Christmas at St. John’s
Celebrations were many during the Christmas season!

Pageant Sunday
Quoting from Rev Patty’s report:
The second Sunday in Advent was once again filled with great joy
and excitement as the children led the worship in the form of the
Christmas Pageant. It is exciting to see children push themselves to
learn lines and take parts that only the year before would have been
too challenging. The children did a great job
presenting the Christmas story and the congregation did a super job of joyously singing the
many Christmas Carols accompanied by the St.
John’s Marching Band.

Christmas Eve
Three services were held: 4 P.M., with 55 attending; 7 P.M.,
with 121 attending with a good number of elementary school
age children who were eager to take part in the sharing of the
Christmas message; and 10 PM, with 219 in the pews for a full

Choral Eucharist. “It is a joy to take leadership in these Christmas celebrations”.
The 10 PM service featured Bishop Terry Dance in his final
official sermon before retiring.

The Banner
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Welcome Alfarekh Family
(Continued from page 1)

We have learned things about ourselves, our city and our
country through our care for the Alfarekhs. Our committee
(including several from outside St John’s) has worked very
closely, learning the strengths of each person and relying on
his/her leadership where it counted. We cannot say enough
about the organization and care in the Thames Valley Board
for incoming Syrians, the support provided by our medical
systems and the federal government and for the good wishes of
Londoners anywhere we go. This good will has also been
demonstrated by many in the parish of St. John the Evangelist and beyond who have supported the sponsorship of
the Alfarekh family through generous donations of money, furniture and clothing.

Welcome in their new apartment

December cleaning brigade of the 2 floor
apartment at 284 St. James St.

Welcome in Toronto

Meeting parishioners at the Coffee
Hour in the Parish Hall

The Alfarekh Family
Samia, Ahmad, Ghaidaa, Mohamed and Ayman

Open House after Church December 20

Youth Bowling Party
with the Alfarekhs
This group went bowling together at Fleetway. Our
new family all bowled and the young people joined
with our youth. After bowling we went back to the
church and had pizza and ice cream sundaes together. It was an enjoyable gathering.

Arianna
Franchetto,
Simone
Charlton and
Ghaidaa Alfarekh

From left: Rod, Mohamed, Ahmad, Samia, Tina, Ghaidaa, Rob,
Arianna, Simone, Sarah, Mark, Evelyn, Risca, Mina and Patty.
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Parishioners That We Miss
Rev. Canon Don and Margaret Ford

This note from our former Rector Rev.
Don, who is Honorary Assistant at St.
James Church in Kingston.
We are all fine and very busy.
Church is going very well. Our new Rector is doing a great job (in an ultra conservative Diocese, he is a breath of fresh
air!). I am assisting with preaching and
celebrating from time to time.
The Rector and I are setting up an
educational and support program for Alzheimer's and Dementia. What a challenge. Because both of our mothers have
been affected by this concern, we have a
vested interest. Margaret and I are continuing with the Prison Book Club at
Joyceville Penitentiary. The program is
giving us an experience of ministry like
we have never had. We often feel we are
getting more than we are giving . We will
have our family with us for Christmas,
including our newest member in grandson Benjamin Francis. He was born in
May to Beth and Tim. He is a cutie as are
our three little girls. What a blessing!
Margaret and Don
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This more recent note was received in
January, when advised of the arrival of
our refugee family:
Margaret and I were thrilled with
your note. St. John’s has again responded
to what we believe is a direct call from
God…Assisting with aid and compassion, in what is a very difficult situation
for so many, is clearly a must, especially
when a parish like St. John's is so gifted
with resources and people skilled in what
is needed. The parish in this endeavour,
hopefully with be an encouragement for
others to also take initiative. We continue
to pray for all the parish is doing in ministry and faith!
Blessings, Margaret and Don

Susan and Bob Steele
The Steele family, Bob, Susan, Sherry
John and Susan’s mother Melba England
(d. 2014) were long time faithful and musically talented members of St John’s.
Bob and Susan moved to Picton in September 2015. Susan reports on their new
life in recent pre Christmas correspondence:
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looking forward to performing Messiah
with our organist Michel Goodwin conducting and Brian Jackson accompanying. I have been tentatively accepted to
serve on the upcoming 2016 RCM Theory Syllabus and to serve on the committee of the Prince Edward County Music
festival. We think of you often as we attend church on Sundays, knowing that
you are likely doing the same thing.
And this later February 4 note: Currently Bob and I are in Edmonton helping
out Sherry. John Tessier is working with
Seattle Opera preparing for performances
of Maria Stuarda and Sherry will be performing Menotti’s The Telephone and
Poulene’s L’La Voix Humane on February 10 as part of the faculty Concert Series at the University of Alberta. We are
here to provide baby sitting. While she is
rehearsing we will be taking Grace to an
Irish Dance competition and Luc and
Fintan to a water polo tournament. Little
Joey will tag along as he always does.

Of course it meant leaving a wonderful friends and giving up my amazing
students but it has turned out to be a good
decision. There are a myriad of organizations that we could become involved in
from birding, wine and arts organizations, choral singing. For the time being
we have limited our involvements to the
church, St. Mary Magdalene, where we
have been welcomed warmly. As members of the Ecumenical choir, we are

We Get Letters!
The December Banner, which contained the story “New Words for the Old Service”, was forwarded to Archdeacon Steve
Hopkins thanking him for sharing this story with a few comments of my own and he
has replied as below:
December 9, 2015:
Thanks, Bob, for forwarding a copy of the Banner. As Lyndon says (and as I
said in the article), each parish and Diocese is unique. Life-changing worship
and innovation are part of our diocesan vision and St. Christopher's was particularly ready to experiment - initially at a Tuesday evening service, later at one
of the Sunday services, and now at all three Sunday services. Regardless of
what we may or may not do in terms of worship, the critical question for all of
us is: what do we need to do to nurture disciples and create missional faith
communities?
Steve Hopkins
Rector, St. Christopher's Anglican Church, Archdeacon of Trafalgar

John Tessier and the kids
Grace, Luc, Joey and Fin.

Here is what the kids are doing musically. The wonderful training they had
under Sara’s direction has stood them in
good stead here. Grace is really enjoying
her experience as a member of the Cantilon Chamber Choir which will be performing in Ottawa and Montreal later in
March. Luc loves singing with the Cantilon Children’s Chorus which also performs out of town while Joey sings with
the Kindersingers. Fin is content to play
the piano.
Love to all at St. John’s—Susan
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Homily by Steve McLatchie
Preached on Epiphany
Sunday January 2, 2016
Earlier this week, the
Archbishop of Canterbury
tweeted: “Christ makes
peace and reconciles aliens
and strangers. He creates
one new community—one
new
humanity—through
the
cross.” [@JustinWelby, 2015-12-29, 07:39]
Here, within the 140-character limit of
Twitter is contained an entire sermon. In fact,
it is tempting to sit down and invite you all to
spend the rest of the allotted time in contemplative prayer over the Archbishop’s words,
which compactly manage to link Christmas,
Epiphany, and the Pascal Mystery, the very
essence of our Christian faith.
Today we are anticipating the Feast of
the Epiphany, which falls on January 6th. Its
full name is the Feast of the Manifestation of
Christ to the Gentiles and it marks the revelation or unveiling of the birth of Jesus to the
wider, non-Jewish world.
It hardly seems necessary to remind you
of the the story [we have just sung it, in fact]:
wise men from the East (traditionally three,
although the number is not specified), likely
Persian astrologers, arrive at Herod’s court in
Jerusalem seeking the newborn King of the
Jews, whose star they have seen. Herod is
afraid: like all tyrants, he is insecure and determined to crush all threats. For his own
nefarious purposes he helps them: he
asks his wise men, the scribes and the chief
priests where scripture indicated that the
Messiah was to be born. In Bethlehem in Judah, according to Micah 5.2. And so he tells
the Wise Men this and asks them to find the
child so that he might go and worship him
also. Crafty Herod: he means no such thing,
of course. But, led by the star, the Wise Man
proceed to Bethlehem, where they find the
Child with Mary, His mother. And there they
fall down and worship him and present him
with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh—
these latter being resinous gums derived from
trees, the aromatic smoke of which was used
in religious rituals.
today’s readings give rise to a certain
discomfort not only because of what they imply
but also how they have been received, interpreted and implemented.

The association of today’s readings with
the Feast of Epiphany go back to the origins
of the Feast itself in the 4th century. Today,
however, they give rise (at least in me) to a
certain discomfort not only because of what
they imply but also how they have been received, interpreted, and implemented through
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the long centuries of Christendom. Apostles,
Church Fathers, theologians, bishops, and
laity alike have understood and portrayed the
Epiphany as a declaration that Jesus is the
Messiah of all humanity, Jew and Gentile
alike; that all are called to follow him and
leave behind the old covenant of the law; and
that the Epiphany is a reframing event: the
Magi’s adoration of the child Jesus is the first
sign of our calling and our faith. Like a story
that can only really be grasped after you’ve
reached the end, all scripture is now to be
read differently because of the coming of
Christ. As St. Augustine wrote, “in the Old
Testament the New is concealed and in the
New the Old is revealed.”
“Arise, shine, for your light is come. …
Nations shall come to your light and kings to
the brightness of your dawn. … All those
from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold
and frankincense and shall proclaim the
praise of the Lord” [Isaiah]. “The Kings of
Tarshsish and of the isles render him tribute
… the kings of Sheba and sea bring gifts. [A]
ll kings fall down before him, all nations give
him service” [Psalm 72]. It is difficult not to
connect these references to light and gifts and
homage from Isaiah and today’s psalm with
the light of the star and the worshipping Magi
in the Gospel and see the former as the anticipation of the latter (or vice versa, with the
latter as a fulfillment of the former). [This is,
in fact, one of the four traditional ways of
reading the Bible: typological reading.]
The passage from Ephesians is generally
read both prophetically—as a guide to future
events—and morally—as a guide to how we
are to behave today: Paul is writing of the
mystery that has been revealed to him: that
Jesus the Messiah came for all people, not
just for the Jews; indeed, immediately before
we find the well-known passage about how
the Gentiles are “no longer strangers and aliens, but [fellow] citizens with the saints and
also members of the household of God, built
upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the
cornerstone” [Eph 2.19-20]. Prophetically
speaking, then, God’s plan to graft all humanity into the Body of Christ, is actually advanced by Herod, of all people, who by his
fear and violent response to the news of Jesus’ birth—the slaughter of the Holy Innocents (killing all boys under two years of age)
—ensured that it would be more widely
known than otherwise might have been the
case. Pope [St. Leo the Great even went so far
as to call him an “instrument of divine providence” in this respect.] Morally speaking, on
the other hand, the implication is that Christians are to behave like the Magi: to bow before Jesus and worship him and to offer him
our gifts of time, talent, and treasure.
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So far so good. But there is a darkness
buried within this reading, an implication that
we are more like the Magi, the non-Jews: an
implicit suggestion that our way, the nonJewish way, is better. It is a slippery slope
from here to the theology of replacement, of
supersessionism, that soon developed, whereby the Old Covenant of the law is annulled
and replaced by the New Covenant of grace
through Jesus Christ. What was the point of
the Jewish people anymore, now that Christ
has come?
The passage from Ephesians is generally read both
prophetically—as a guide to future events—and
morally—as a guide to how we are to behave today

You see where this is going. It is frighteningly close from there to the horrors of
prejudice, discrimination, forcible conversion, and violence visited upon the people of
the Old Covenant throughout the many centuries of Christendom, which culminated of
course in the unspeakable crime of the Holocaust in the face of the world’s indifference after all, Christians can be Herods too.
But does mean that we as Christians are
to stop proclaiming that God’s means of salvation is found only in Jesus Christ? By no
means, as Paul would say! As Christians, we
are called to bear witness to God’s love to
human beings through the birth, death, and
resurrection of Jesus. In some ways, I now
regret that in the Christmas Litany used last
week, Fr Lyndon and I decided to remove a
line that called “For the conversion of the
whole human race to our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ”—although without this wider
context that I am trying to sketch is is certainly open to misinterpretation and so I continue
to think that the decision was the right one.
Two weeks before Christmas, the Vatican released a document from the Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews
that was entitled: “reflection on theological
questions pertaining to Catholic-Jewish relations” You may have read about it in the paper. The headlines around the world were all
along the lines of “The Vatican says we no
larger should pray for the conversion of the
Jews,” which is not exactly what the document says. It actually affirms two seemingly
contradictory things: first, that Jesus Christ is
the universal means of salvation; and, second,
that God’s covenant with Israel remains in
force; it has not been revoked. God’s plan of
salvation comes out of His covenant with
Abraham and Moses—after all, it is this Jew-

It means that the Church as a whole
should take no part in institutional missions to convert the Jews or the Muslims.
(Continued on page 12)
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ish stem to which the Gentiles are grafted—
but how this is to occur without the whole
world confessing Christ remains a “divine
mystery”: “We must trust God, who will carry
out his universal plan of salvation as only he
knows.” Nevertheless, the document goes on
to affirm that we, as Christians, are called to
bear witness in word and deed to our faith in
Christ—and we are to bear this witness also
to Jews, to Muslims, and to all people.
For me, the takeaway from the document
is twofold: that we need to stop apologizing
for our faith but that we also need to stop being jerks about it. (See: War on Christmas
hysteria.) Being open and respectful in our
multi-faith society and world does not mean
that we should avoid saying anything about
our faith or about how our lives have changed
because we know Jesus for fear of offending.
It means that the Church as a whole should
take no part in institutional missions to convert the Jews or the Muslims. It means that
we need to revise and remove from our liturgical books any vestige of offensive or antiSemitic language, such as the Prayer for the
Conversion of the Jews, the traditional Third
Collect on Good Friday [which I guarantee
will be found in every copy of the BCP in the
church, although it has been removed from
recent reprintings]. And finally, it means that
we need to refuse to tolerate any form of prejudice or discrimination against individuals or
groups on the basis of their religion or lack of
it (or for any reason, really).
This is true hospitality to other faiths.
And hospitality is another theme that runs
through the Epiphany readings (and indeed
throughout Jesus’s entire ministry): God’s
“divine hospitality” to us in the birth of His
Son; the welcoming or embrace of the outsider, the stranger. According to Henri Nouwen,
we need to refuse to tolerate any form of prejudice or discrimination against individuals or
groups on the basis of their religion or lack of
it

True hospitality involves both receptivity
[a willingness to receive the other] and confrontation. Confrontation without receptivity
oppresses and excludes. But receptivity without confrontation is little more than bland
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“Christ makes peace and reconciles aliens
and strangers. He creates one new community—one new humanity—through the cross.”

niceness. Hospitality means offering ourselves as a real presence to the other. And, of
course, for us as Christians this Real Presence
is “precisely the gift of Christ in the Eucharist.” Being a real presence to others means
being open and receptive to the reality of another’s lived experience. It means listening
openly and respectfully to those who disagree
with us. And it means sharing ourselves and
our faith with others.
In the words of David Runcorn:
“Epiphany insists the doors to the world must
be left open” (168).
Epiphany challenges us in the West,
which prizes individual autonomy above all,
to resist making Christmas into a matter of
private or family devotion only. Our contemporary tendency to treat religion as a private
matter [of morality and ethics] means that the
political significance of Christ’s birth is often
lost. But the birth of Jesus, as “God’s embodied kingdom” posits an alternative world, an
alternative people, and an alternative politics.
American theologian Stanley Hauerwas reminds us in his commentary on Matthew that
“Jesus was born into a world in which children are killed and continue to be killed to
protect the power of tyrants”: no more is this
more true than in this past year, when at least
half of the 12 million people displaced across
the globe by terror and war are children. Immediately following today’s Gospel reading
from St. Matthew is found the Flight into
Egypt, which we
read only
every three years. It is a particularly unfortunate omission this year, when the world situation invites us to contemplate the Holy Family
as refugees, forced to flee from Herod for
their lives - seeking asylum and safety in a
foreign land, threatened by evil. Herods may
still be found today.
“Christ makes peace and reconciles aliens and strangers. He creates one new community—one new humanity—through the
cross.”
The Archbishop of Canterbury reminds
us that the new humanity of Christ the Peacemaker, born in Bethlehem and revealed to the
Magi, is created only through the cross.
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Themes of darkness and light weave throughout the Christmas story. Christ had to be born
in fulfillment of God’s plan for salvation - but
once He took upon himself our humanity in
his Incarnate Word, the baby Jesus, it meant
that He had to die. Within all birth there is
implied a death. T. S. Eliot’s poem, The Journey of the Magi, makes this wonderfully
clear:
All this was a long time ago.
I remember.
And I would do it again,
but set down
This set down
This: were we led all that way for
Birth or Death?
There was a Birth, certainly.
We had evidence and no doubt.
I had seen birth and death,
But had thought they were different;
this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us,
like Death, our death.
We returned to our place,
these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here,
in the old dispensation,
With an alien people
clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death.
Liturgically, the fact that the Feast of the
Nativity of Jesus is followed immediately by
that of the first martyr, St. Stephen, and then a
day later that of the Holy Innocents (those
poor infants murdered by Herod’s henchmen)
and St. Thomas à Becket the day after that
keeps this mixture of light and darkness ever
present through the entire Christmas season.
May the divine hospitality of Epiphany
always lead us “to recognize Christ as he
comes to us in this Eucharist and in our neighbours. May we [always] welcome him with
love.”
Let us pray:
Pour forth, we beseech thee, O Lord, Thy
grace into our hearts, that we, to whom the
Incarnation of Christ Thy Son was made
known by the message of an angel, may by
His + Passion and Cross be brought to the
glory of His Resurrection.
Amen.
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An End to a Beginning
By H.R. Hayman
A very sad story emerged
publicly in our Diocese last
November, when it was announced in the London Free
Press that Cronyn Memorial
Church would be closing at the end of the
year.
This neighbor of ours at St. John’s, had
a lengthy history in city being the second
Anglican church to be built here in London
1873 after the building of St Paul’s Cathedral. It was named after the first Bishop of
Huron, Benjamin Cronyn, and became the
anchor church in East London attracting a
congregation of 700 people to Sunday service during the Victorian era. Even as recently as the 1970’s the church drew almost
200 people to its Sunday services.
There are a number of clerics from our
Parish who have played a significant role in
the Worship services at Cronyn after attending as a Parishioner or serving an
“internship’ at St. John’s.
Rob Skirving
Rt. Rev. Rob Skirving is currently Bishop in the Diocese of
East Caroline in the USA. He
received his Divinity Degree
at Huron College in 1986, and
became Assistant Curate at St.
John’s that year under Bain Peever. He
became active with the young people and
set about rejuvenating the youth groups,
particularly the Scout Troop. He later
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served in various churches in Ontario, and
was Rector of Cronyn Memorial until 2005.
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will always be grateful, not only to Cronyn,
but to St. John’s, for so many important
gifts in my life and ministry.”

Peter Wall

Doug Leighton

Very Rev. Peter Wall is currently the Dean of Niagara.
Raised with his family in London, he was a parishioner at
St. John’s while he was Director of the University Community Centre at UWO. He received a Bachelor of Music degree from the University of
Toronto in 1979. He was ordained as a
Priest in 1989, and served as Rector at St.
Mark’s by the Lake from 1989 to 1993. He
was then appointed Rector of Bishop
Cronyn Memorial Church, where he served
for five years before becoming Rector at
Christ’s Church Cathedral, Hamilton, and
Dean of Niagara in 1998, where he currently serves.
Peter comments: “As someone who
grew up at St. John’s, under the redoubtable Clarence Foreman (did I even know, as
a child that he ‘had’ a first name? – after
all, he was just ‘The Archdeacon... how
well I remember Helen’s hats), I never
would have imagined that I would end up,
one day, as Rector of Bishop Cronyn Memorial – that ‘exotic’ parish downtown! I
had been in Calgary for nine years, leaving
London as a teenager, then had been back
in the early 80’s, working at UWO and
worshipping at St. John’s (I was on the parochial committee which recommended
Bain Peever, and I remember so well Ray
Farrell, one of my heroes), then back to
Toronto to work at U of T, then back to
seminary at Huron College, off to St. Clair
Beach to my first parish and then, in 1993,
back to London and Cronyn. It was a wonderful parish – creative, innovative, justice
oriented, and a little crazy – always a plus
for me! In the midst of old ‘SJE’ friends –
Doug Leighton, Judy Lloyd, Judy Castle
(whose ordination to the Diaconate was
such a momentous event for Cronyn), I had
the enormous privilege of being Rector of
that parish. The events of late December
2015 were, therefore, tinged with great sadness and loss, along with huge gratitude for
having been part, for a few short years, of a
deeply important place. Rich in history,
significant in the growth of the Church in
London, and bearing the name of a giant of
the early Canadian Anglicanism, its absence will be keenly felt by many. And
while trying to re-write history is always a
fool’s game, how fervently I wish that so
many things had happened differently. I

Formerly a Parishioner
at St. John’s.
Doug writes: “As most
will know, I was born in
London and had a very early connection with St.
George’s Church, Wharncliffe Road, where
my paternal grandparents were long-time
parishioners and my father was raised. My
family moved to Hamilton on my sixth
birthday. When I returned to London 17
years later to teach, I joined St. John’s as a
chorister under Ivor Brake and then sought
ordination during Terry Finlay’s rectorship,
acting as one of his assistants and eventually serving as priest-in-charge for seven
months after Ray Farrell’s resignation in
August, 1984. In March, 1985, Peter Davison invited me to come to Bishop Cronyn
Church as a member of the clerical staff. I
remained at Cronyn for thirty years in a
variety of clerical capacities until its congregation was disestablished on December
31, 2015.
I have been richly blessed by both
these connections. St. John’s helped form
me and Cronyn allowed me to participate in
an inner-city environment where social
action, liturgical excellence and constant
questioning were the norm. Cronyn’s presence in the city and in the wider church will
be missed.”
Judy Castle
Judy Castle was President of
St. John’s Women 19821983, and Deputy People’s
Warden in1985, and People’s Warden in 1986. Judy
was later ordained to the Priesthood and
served as Rev. Deacon Judy Castle at
Cronyn Memorial Church.
Comments from Judy: “I acknowledge with
utmost thanksgiving the parish of St John
the Evangelist which nurtured my spiritual
maturing and where I was a third generation warden. As well I hold deep appreciation for the people of Bishop Cronyn Memorial who “raised up” my spiritual care
ministry at the Children’s Hospital and
(Continued on page 14)
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LHSC leading to my ordination as a Deacon of the church. Could any of this be in
my genes? My maternal grandfather
Gould’s first Curacy as a priest of the diocese was at The Memorial Church in 1895
before he became a physician and served as
a medical missionary in Palestine while I
was first a pediatric nurse followed by the
Master of Divinity.
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cured an agreement with the Diocese of
Huron and the Cronyn Parish Council to
lease the church property for a period of 7
years with the option of renewal and the
first right of refusal upon any sale of the
property. It will be used primarily for its El
Sistema Program which is officially supported by the Diocese. Clark reports that
“we plan to use the Church itself for artistic presentation and mostly music, but also
theatre, dance, etc. London Pro Musica is
staying in the facility and leasing directly
with us. Other uses of the adjoining facility
includes private music lessons and other
educational, programs”.
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relocate any of the existing interior fittings
or structural, or architectural components
of the building during the term of the lease.
At the present time the church has not been
deconsecrated only decommissioned.
Heartiest thanks from all former Parishioners and indeed all Anglicans in the
Diocese that this story appears to indicate a
useful public service will continue at this
beautiful and historic complex which has
been such an anchor of meaningful support
and strength to so many people for so
many generations.

Personal Note by Editor
The current editor of the Banner grew
up in his youth at Cronyn, attending regular Sunday School and officiating as a God
Pictured below is a photo of the musiParent in 1941 in the Christening Service
cal performance of a show choir The VoicThe Diocese has the right to use the
of the granddaughter of a long term Cronyn
es of Broadway”, who performed two outParishioner George Hayman (my grandfa- facility approximately once per week for standing choral and dance performance in
ther), former Mayor of the London (1931- services, weddings, etc., and has the oppor- the nave of Cronyn on Saturday January
1932). George had served as People’s War- tunity to purchase back the facility at any 16, 2016. (Note: rental cost of facility for
den 1923-1924 and Rector’s Warden 1924, time.
this show was $300). Look carefully to see
1925, 1926. As well our family construcThe building will be known as Bishop the enthusiasm and talent displayed by St.
tion firm of John Hayman and Sons (now Cronyn Memorial Place. The lessee will John’s parishioner John Biehn!
Hayman Construction), founded by John not have the right to remove, disturb or
Hayman and his brother Will in 1868 after
emigrating from England. The firm constructed the new Parish Hall in 1928 and
undertook extensive renovations to the
chancel and front of the church in 1948.
All the immediate descendants of John
Hayman attended Cronyn and he is remembered by a memorial Window installed in
the south transcept of Cronyn installed in
1960.
Attending a session three weeks ago
on “Heritage Buildings” at Metropolitan
United Church, I listened with interest to a
presentation by Clark Bryan, current Owner of Aeolian Hall, who has recently se- Voices of Broadway concert at Cronyn Memorial Church

Report from the Rector
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your faith and commitment, and recognizing
the times and places where we already experience the Divine because these give us inspiration and joy to share. This year I invite
you to give for the future and we ask you to
make a commitment to grow our endowment
fund to help future generations to continue to
serve our community. This year I invite you
to find ways to bring joy into our world.
All of this work that we do to discern
our purpose is done so that we can grow as
individual followers of Jesus and grow as a
faith community. Where is the Holy Spirit
calling you to serve in new ways in this new
world? There is still work to be done and I
encourage everyone to find a place on a
committee, or start a book club, or a service
project, and share ideas with me and other

parish leaders so we can continue to grow
and meet the needs of our community and
our world together. The church is the body
of Christ. The church is the followers of Jesus gathered together to do the work and
ministry that we are baptized to do in our
community.
In order for us to all do our part to grow
our parish, we all need to:
1. Nurture our own spirits - through learning, prayer, song, reflection and discussion.
2. Take some time to learn how we can use
our valued gifts and skills to respond
with love;
3. Articulate how our wonderful parish
meets our own spiritual needs;
4. Discern ways to meet the needs of our
community and city and world;
5. Share this information with our friends
and neighbours with joy and hope;

6.

7.

Invite our friends and neighbours to join
our welcoming, inclusive faith community;
Continue to find nurture in the Sacred
Love and Divine Hope of God.

We are a blessed people. What shall we
do together as a blessed response to the love
of God? How shall we show the world
around that love overcomes hate, that hope
overcomes despair and that community overcomes loneliness? Let us work together to
build shalom, a world of peace and wholeness by shining light through active compassion.
Peace and every blessing,
Lyndon, Your brother and rector
The Rev. Lyndon
Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf, Rector
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Homily by Rev. Patty
By Rev. Patty Dobbs-Luxton
Sunday, January 24, 2016
There is a story about a
couple that was walking out
of church one Sunday. The
wife said to the husband, “Did you see the
strange hat Mrs. O’Brien was wearing?” “No, I
didn’t,” replied her husband.” “Bill Smith badly needs a haircut, doesn’t he?” commented the
wife. “Sorry, I didn’t notice,” replied the husband. “You know John,” said the wife impatiently, “Sometimes I wonder if you get anything at all out of going to church”.
People get different things out of going to
church, depending it would seem, on what they
expect to get when they go there. I wonder
what the people who were in the synagogue in
today’s gospel reading expected to get out of
the service. Certainly, they did not expect to
see Jesus stand and read a portion of Scripture,
let alone comment on it. His sermon was and is
one of the shortest on record as Jesus said,
“Today, the scripture is fulfilled in your hearing”.
What did this message mean to the people
in the synagogue? What does it mean to us
today? To the people in the synagogue, it
meant that Jesus WAS the promised Messiah,
the anointed one sent by God to redeem his
people. It Means the same thing for us today.
We look at Jesus and are reminded of his life
and ministry, his death and resurrection, and
the hope he brings to our lives. Jesus is the one
who loves, guides and leads us. Jesus is one
who deals with our sins and sets us on our way
to follow him.
Jesus’ ministry involved loving the unloved
and serving those in need. He wants us to
do the same today
Luke places this story near the start of
Jesus ministry because it is the foundation of
the gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles. Jesus emphasizes that this good news is
for everyone, Jew and gentile. All people of
the world. This is what makes it challenging
for Jesus’ listeners. This is Nazareth, the town
Jesus grew up in. They knew him as the sone
of Joseph, the carpenter’s son. They ask, “Why
does he think he is special”? This is a Jewish
Synagogue and he is talking about gentiles and
God’s love for them. This is a short sermon but
it is an upsetting one to those who are present
to hear it.
Jesus is prepared now. He has spent his
life in this synagogue hearing the scriptures, he
has been baptized by John in the river Jordan
and he has spent time in the wilderness. Today
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in the Synagogue, Jesus reads from the Book
of Isaiah. These words sound similar to the
Great Commission Jesus gives to his disciples
at the end of the gospels. Namely, to bring
good news and proclaim release to the captives, restore the sight of the blind and free the
oppressed.
The spirit moves to act in his name to
welcome strangers
This sets Christ Agenda and it also our
commission and agenda today. Jesus’ ministry
involved loving the unloved and serving those
in need. He wants us to do the same today.
What Jesus said about the scriptures being fulfilled it is beyond what his listeners can imagine, especially when it speaks of a new world
or a new way of seeing things. When the poor
hear the Good news, when captives are set
free, and when the oppressed are liberated,
God is working in their lives and in our own
lives. The change, the revolution happens
when we walk with Jesus.
Jesus knew exactly what the people needed to hear that day and he knew exactly what
he wanted to share with them. Jesus speaks to
hearts of those people and he speaks to us. We
all can be poor, hungry, oppressed, and blind.
Christ looks beyond the surface and cuts to the
heart of things. He wants to open our eyes to
who we are and to those around us. We are all
captives to many things our jobs, our possessions, our families, our activities. All of us can
be woken up to Jesus’s anointing and presence
as it constantly inspires, enlivens, and guides
us through the challenges of life.
It wakes us up to the plight of outsiders or
refugees. The spirit moves to act in his name to
welcome strangers. We have felt the spirit
moving us and guiding us here at St. John’s as
we have accepted the call to welcome a family,
the Alfarekh family, and to provide for their
needs. I have seen the spirit working in you as
put your heart and soul into making this happen. We are enlivened by the Holy Spirit to
spread God’s love in our world.
When Jesus read the Scriptures in the synagogue, Jesus announced a “jubilee” a time of
forgiveness of debt. In Luke’s version of the
Lord’s prayer, which is found in Luke 11:3,
there is a sentence that reads, “Forgive us our
debts as we ourselves forgive each one who is
in debt to us” The biblical Jubilee was held
every 50 years when fields lay fallow, families
returned to their ancestral homelands, debts
were cancelled and slaves set free. The jubilee
restored a rough equality between families and
clans. The increase in inequality and injustice
over the years had to be levelled out every 50
years. This kind of restoration may offend our
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notions of private ownership and what we see
as “fair”. However, the Jewish people wandered for many years as a nomadic people in
the wilderness. When they arrived in the Promised Land they understood that the land wasn’t
really theirs but God’s and they lived on it as
God’s guests, as stewards of God’s land.
“Jubilee” is a wonderful reminder how we
as human beings get things all out of whack
and before you know it, somebody has way too
much and others not nearly enough. Jubilee is
the vision that makes things right again, God’s
way of restoring, the original balance and connectedness among the people. In reading this
passage Jesus is reminding us that we can always have a fresh start in our walk of faith.
Jesus “Jubilee” reminds us that these promises
are for all people and all times. This promise
echoes the words of Jesus later on, “in as much
as you do it for the least of these you do it for
me.”
Jesus treasured the past and honoured the
ancient teachings of the Jews. He fed his soul
from the scriptures. He also looked to the present and the future. Jesus challenge can be
frightening. We are often overwhelmed with
pleas for support and we often wonder how we
should respond and what good it will do? We
must always remain true to Christ’s will to
help those less fortunate. Jesus words in the
synagogue are words of hope and inspiration
for the oppressed, the hopeless and the discouraged. We can and must build Christ’s community of faith right here where we are. Caring
for people was Jesus’ main concern and it is
still our concern today. It is wonderful to know
that St. John’s works to meet the needs of our
community, especially in the area of feeding
the hungry and clothing those in need. Each
Saturday at our meal program we feed approximately 120 people, offering clothing and assistance as well. St. John’s has been doing it in
this form for 19 years. This ministry changes
lives; those we help and those who serve.
Jesus is reminding us that we can always
have a fresh start in our walk of faith.
The word of God is both exciting and
frightening at the same time because of what it
says about how we are living and how easy it
is for us to move away from God. The word of
God stands forever, because the word gives
life. In our Old Testament reading today from
Nehemiah, the people of God had been in exile
for many years in Babylon. They had forgotten
the word of God. They return to Jerusalem
And Ezra reads the story of Moses, and
the people begin to cry. They are reminded
who they are and what they are supposed to do.
And Ezra tells them “for the joy of the
(Continued on page 16)
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Lord is your strength.”
Luke records Jesus one sentence sermon to remind us of
who we are as God’s people. The
preacher Barbara Brown Taylor
draws our attention to Luke the
writer of this gospel who tradition says was a doctor of medicine. Taylor says this of Luke, “I
like to think that Luke never
resigned his job as a healer. He
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just changed medicines.” Instead
of physical remedies for the
body, Luke “told stories with
power to mend broken lives and
revive faint hearts.”
I was reading in the newspaper the other day about a Heart
Surgeon in Toronto named Robert Cusimano who does surgeries
other doctors are afraid to do. He
is a person of faith, he says that
during high risk procedures he
says, “God be with me now.” He
believes in miracles and tells of
performing the same procedure
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on two different patients and
watched as one died and the other lived. Why is it he wonders?
He says, “I do the operation but I
don’t determine the outcome, I
believe there is something more
than my expertise.”
The spirit of the Lord is
upon us too, and we too are
anointed and called to bring
good news to the world that God
loves so much.
Amen.
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St. John’s Lenten Series
A Living Lent
The early Church intended the Lenten season to be a time of learning about the faith,
study, reflection, meditation, prayer and selfimprovement to prepare candidates for Baptism at Easter. Later, the Church
realized that we all need this discipline, baptized or not. We can give up
beer, chocolate cake, carousing, or whatever we please, but this accomplishes very little spiritually. So let’s keep the ancient tradition of Lent and
learn about, discuss, and reflect on our faith.
This year's Lenten Series can help! For the 5 weeks of Lent we will
show the final 5 episodes of the popular DVD series Simply Christian by
N.T. Wright after church. Each episode is about 25 minutes and will be
followed by your comments, questions and discussion. We believe you will
find the topics inspiring and stimulating. The sessions are as follows, Sundays after church:
 February 14
Jesus
 February 21
The Incarnation
 February 28
The Holy Spirit
 March 6
Scripture
 March 13
Church and New Creation
We hope you can join us for one or all of these sessions. You will find the
presentations lively, informative and challenging. Each is self-contained,
so you can join us at any time.

Upcoming Events

Thursday March 24
Sunday March 27
Maundy Thursday
Easter Sunday
Sunday March 20
7:00 PM Institution of the
8:00 AM Bringing of the
Lord’s Supper and
Easter Light and
Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist with the
Stripping of the Altar
Holy Eucharist
Blessing of Palms
10:30 AM—Bringing of the
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist and
Friday March 25
Easter Light,
Liturgy of the Palms
Choral Eucharist,
Good Friday
Sr. Choir,
10:30 AM Liturgy of the Passion
Sr. Choir
Dramatic Reading of the
Passion Story
Saturday March 26
Holy Saturday
Wednesday March 23
7:30 PM
The Great Vigil of Easter
10:00 am Holy Eucharist
(at Huron University
College Chapel)

