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Christmas Preparation for Peace
By The Reverend Lyndon
Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf
“Jack Frost nipping at
your nose…Yuletide carols
being sung by a choir…”

Ah, the musical warm
fuzzies! That’s a big piece
of what Christmas is about
for me. But it’s more than
that – it’s preparing to welcome the Christ-child –
preparing to see again the
Sacred and the Divine enter
into our reality – preparing
for the Incarnation. It is
about celebrating the birth
of Christ – in time – in our
hearts – in our lives. It is
about recognizing God incarnate in the faces of the
vulnerable – like a tiny
babe. And it is about recognizing how God’s coming –
even in the darkest of circumstances – can turn the
world upside down. It’s
about our hope that peace,
love and joy may be the
law in our land, in the
world, in the universe, especially this year with all
that read about PresidentElect Donald Trump in the
USA. Jesus coming into the
world was a political act of
defiance against the Emperor who had many titles, one
of them being Son of God;
a few decades later people
are calling Jesus the Son of
God, but one who rules
with peace and love.
Advent, the season
leading up to Christmas, is
a season of preparation – a
season of waiting. The image of the pregnant Mary gives a perfect
focus to our preparation during Advent.
When we’re waiting for a child to be
born, we make preparations. It is a happy
time – not in the same way that the time
after the baby is born is happy – but an

anticipatory happiness – a time for
dreaming, planning, and hoping. This
year let us remember that Christ was born
a humble baby threatened by the Roman
Occupation and therefore let us work to
welcome and include all those in our society who are threatened by prejudice and

I encourage you to find room in your
December to prepare your soul. Each day
just take 15-30 minutes to find peace, to
build confidence, to achieve groundedness that will help you to keep your focus
on building peace amidst the busy-ness.
You are welcome each week to sit
with us in church where you can sing,
listen and breathe. I invite you to join us
each Sunday at 8 and 10:30am in Advent
as we prepare our spirits
by becoming aware of
God with us and in us.
Let us gather for the
deep experience of listening to the story of
new birth and the singing
of the carols of hope as
we gather to celebrate
the birth of Jesus on Dec
24th with a childfriendly service at 4pm,
a Family service at 7pm
and a “midnight” service starting at 10pm.
And on Christmas Day
we will offer again our
simple Eucharist at
10:30am. And I invite
you to bring your
friends and neighbours
to join us if they are
looking for somewhere
to contemplate the meaning of Christmas in their
lives and in the world
today.
However you plan to
prepare and celebrate
this Christmas, may you
know the presence of
Divine Life and Sacred
Love born in a new way
in your life, and may St.
John’s Church be a home
– an oasis – for you on
your spiritual journey.

discrimination. We are needed even more
this year to be people who bring peace
and kindness into our world; a world that
seems to be getting more and more divided. Let us be inclusive with Christ’s Love
shining through us into the world.

Peace.

Lyndon T
Your Parish Priest
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Parish News
Children and Youth
Ilona Bevan, our new Children and Director,
has been communicating with new colleagues
and thanks are extended to Sara Middleton, Miranda Green-Barteet, and Melanie Brimson who
have been the on site leaders in the fall program
for our children and youth. Ilona will be attending full time in the near future.
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Music News
Our Music director Alan Bevan had requested funds to hire music students (aka choral
scholar scholarships) as section leads in Tenor,
Bass, Alto. Soprano. Funds have been secured
privately by our Rector to finance these new positions. Additional funds were requested by Alan
for choral Music and the Parish Council approved that $1000 be transferred from the Gifts
and Memorial Fund to finance this request.

Fund raising for this new position in 2016
was conducted by Stewart McIntyre and Warren
Jones and produced a sum of $22,966 for this
position in 2016.

Parish Socializing
The second At Home Parish Dinner Part
was successfully held on the weekend of October
22-23.

The Choir at Work

There were a number of hosting and attending parishioners who participated. Thanks to
Barb Atkinson for again organizing this event.

Stewardship
As of mid November 51 households have
responded to the Annual Appeal for Pledging
Funds for 2017.
The Choir at Play - Party at Rob and Tina’s

Finance
October figures for to date Income vs Expenses show a $43,000 deficit but withdrawal of
$30,480 from the Endowment Fund (approved
by Vestry earlier in the year) reduces deficit to
approximately $12,000. The Wardens and rector
are currently at work on the proposed 2017
Budget.

Membership
Committee to reconvene in January with the
suggestion that it be renamed Exciting Ideas
Committee. See article by John Thompson on
this new concept on page 8.

Family Food and Fun
Parish Potluck and Halloween Craft gathering after Church on Sunday October 30

Ilona Bevan

Refugee Committee Report
We are approaching the end of the year of
our official sponsorship but the family still needs
support of both personal and financial natures
Ontario works will give only $1400 for a family
of five plus the child allowance for Ahmad The
Outreach Committee approved an extra $250/
month from Outreach funds for the family for
Feb March April of 2017. An English tutor with
ESL experience has been engaged for Mohammad for two months,
The extensive dental work required by the
family has, to a great extent, been provided by
Dr. Mark Smith, as an incredible benefactor
Lyndon was acknowledged as finding a donation
of $2000 from an anonymous donor so that the
root canal work for the family can be completed.

People’s Wardens

Christmas
Hampers

Rector’s Wardens
519-858-1030
519-434-9408

There will be 30 Hampers provided this year
with a budget of $3000
and volunteer drivers
are now encouraged to
step forward.

Jennifer Munds 519-642-3584
Sean Purdy
19-471-0747
Rick Mann
Petey Noble

Church Secretary
Kate Drum
Fall Family Potluck
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5k Walk / Run
By Susan Blocker
The Annual 5k Run this
year to raise funds for the Outreach Committee was held on
October 16—a wet day!
The results were down in
entrants, 20 members of the
Parish and 17 from outside.,
very few children this year,

Susan Blocker

The total amount raised was $11,300 gross also
down. Susan reports that next year more work is
needed to get out runners and walkers. Lots of t-shirts
left over but congratulations to all concerned!!
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Induction Service
for Patty
Rev. Patty Dobbs-Luxton’s Induction service for her new appointment as Rector of The
Parish of the Thames, was held at St..
George’s Church Thorndale on Sunday November 4
There was good group of St. John’s parishioners and clergy in attendance to give witness to her many faithful years serving at St.
John’s, where she had shared ministry with her
husband Rob and family.
The service was held at 4:00 PM conducted by the Archdeacon of Brant and Oxford, the
Very Rev Janet Griffith Clarke. Participating
in the service were members of her family. The
Homily was delivered by Rev Rob and assisting in delivering the Lesson for the day was
son Mark.

Parish of the Thames Saturday night Team at St John’s (taken from Parish of the Thames
website). Rev Larry Edwards was incumbent acting until Patty was appointed.

Patty will have a busy schedule conducting services at two of the Parish churches each
Sunday, Dorchester and Thorndale, the other
Sunday services in the parish, Thamesford and
Crumlin will be led by her Assistant Rev, Larry Edwards.
Our thanks to Patty for her years of ministry at St. John’s will continue to be remembered each week by the presence of her son
Mark and a daughter Sarah participating in our
church programs attending schools in London.
We will miss you Patty!
Pictures courtesy of Parishioner Shirley
Woodall via Rev. Rob Luxton.

Rev. Rob
Luxton

Very Rev. Janet Griffith Clarke and Rev. Patty Dobbs-Luxton

Mark Luxton reads while some St. John’s parishioners look on.
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Poverty in London
On Sunday November 20th.”Reign of Christ”, the
Parish welcomed to, our service as a guest speaker Shane Carver, who led a Bridges out of Poverty
Workshop following the service in the Parish hall.
Shane is a leader at Goodwill Industries in London
and brings credentials as below.

Shane’s Biography
Through my work at
Goodwill, I get to wear
two hats. First, I am a
Coach in the Circles program. Through that role,
I facilitate weekly meetings where we pair folks
who are experiencing
poverty, Leaders, with
Allies from the community for some mentorship.
Shane Clarke
My big focus is not just
passing on employment
and financial skills to folks experiencing poverty, but I
want my Allies to also learn about how communities can unintentionally create barriers that keep people stuck in poverty.
Second, I facilitate a workshop called Bridges Out of Poverty.
This workshop is meant to educate folks on the reality and
magnitude of the challenges that people experience when they
are living in poverty. The goal is to remove the judgment and
potential biases that the broader community holds toward folks
experiencing poverty so that we can build a more supportive
and empathetic community where everyone has the resources
and supports to thrive. We want folks from diverse financial
backgrounds to come together to collaboratively problemsolve complex community issues.
After enjoying a light lunch parishioners gathered at tables
for the workshop.
John Thompson has written a report of the meeting, as
seen at right.

Comments from attendee
Tony Rudd
Down the ages there have always been poor people. They
are well represented in the Bible and again in numerous history books. In earlier days there may have been a valid explanation, "The Poor are always with us". But with modern
technology, poverty is totally unacceptable. Hunger can and
should be eliminated. The problem lies with those who have
the means to relieve it.

By Rev. Dr. John Thompson
“Depressed and inadequate,
but thoughtful and grateful.”
That is how Vonni Collyer summarized her feelings after hearing Shane Clarke’s presentation
on Sunday, November 20th. After
a soup and sandwich lunch, some
John Thompson
two dozen parishioners gathered
in the parish hall to learn something about poverty in
London.
Shane works for Goodwill and is the lead on its
program, “Bridges Out Of Poverty.” Currently Shane
works with two groups, one meeting on Mondays and
one meeting on Tuesdays. They – individuals experiencing poverty and referred by Ontario Works
(“welfare”) meet weekly for supper and ‘problem
solving’ with volunteer mentors from the ‘middle
class’ community. Child care is provided. The goal is
to lift people from poverty to self-sufficiency.
London is above both the provincial and national
averages for individuals living in poverty – 21.7% of
children under 6, 20.9% of those under 18, 17.3% of
adults between 18 to 64. Only our elderly (7.9%) are
below provincial and national averages.
Members of the “Bridges” program are diverse –
immigrants, youth, single parents, single individuals
and in particular women, aboriginals and visible minorities.
Shane emphasized the high cost of poverty to us
who are more affluent – from $2300 to $2900 a year
for each Ontario household – because poverty means
forgone tax revenues as well as the societal cost of
poorer health and that associated with the criminal
justice system.
Shane divided us into three groups, each of which
was confronted with a common scenario. Other
groups looked at an extended aboriginal family and a
trio of young millennials sharing a home. Our group
assumed the role of an Iraqi refugee family – Mom
and two children. Their government subsidy reflected
the real world -- $1004.00 a month. In addition to
learning a foreign language and adapting to Canadian
culture, the overwhelming issue was the cost of housing, utilities, food, and bus tickets. Week by week,
following the scenario, we attempted to match her
family’s needs to her budget. Within a month we
were faced with her reality. She and her children
were at Rothholme, a women’s and family shelter –
and penniless.
That is what poverty looks like, and that is what
Vonni responded to.
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“Someone Is Coming To My House”

One day an angel appeared to a young woman named Mary…“You have been
chosen by God to have the holy baby…Let’s learn about how the animals
helped Mary and Joseph to prepare for the birth of Baby Jesus”
Characters:
Pastor Hudson
Gabby the Flaming Amelia, Gus the Flaming Sawyer, Minnie Moo the Cow
Victoria, Mickey mMoo the Cow Griffin, Marco Moo the Cow Rowan, Thelma rye Owl Theresa, Bob the Lamb Alexander, Joe the Lamb, Ezra, Henry the
Horse Echo, Squeal the Mouse Owen, Mary Catherine, Joseph Kieran
Excerpts from Script:
(Animals enter the stage and gather in groups). Pastor enters
Pastor: Gabby...this is a special Tuesday...It’ Christmas Eve. the night of the
birth of baby Jesus.
Gus: “Well, okay, we know it’s Christmas Eve, that’s why we don’t have time
for one of your sermons. We have a lot of preparation to do.”
Pastor: “Like what?”
Gabby: “I’ll show you”. (Brings up a very long stocking) . “I have to hang ip
my stocking…”
Pastor: “Gabby that’s huge!”
Gabby: “Well, I do have very long legs”
Pastor: “But don’t you have time to prepare for the most wonderful event of
the year”.
Etc., etc., etc., etc.
Finale: All sing: “Joy to the World the Lord is come”
Pastor: “AMEN”
All: “Merry Christmas!”
All sing: plus band plays We wish you a merry Christmas!
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Christmas
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Pageant

Thank you to all our
Christmas Pageant Helpers!
 Jennifer Holbourn for costume design and







organization.
Erica Brown for make-up design and organization.
Gerry Lidington for practice assistance
and musical accompaniment on the piano.
Melanie Brimson for organizing cookie
decorating & Jennifer Munds for your assistance supervising the table too!
Sara Hall for practice help & musical advice.
Derek for assistance with after hours practice, stage set-up and for vacuuming A
LOT of flamingo feathers.
Alvin Reimer for stage set-up.

 Allan and The Marching Band for musical
accompaniment.

 Karin Schwerdtner & Andrew Walsh for
organizing props.

 John & Ana Thompson & Frances Reimer





for kitchen help and clean-up for the potluck.
Kate, Ilona & Lyndon for behind the
scenes assistance extraordinaire.
Parents of children in the show who rehearsed lines, got kiddos to practice,
helped supervise and more!
The choir and congregation who sung
enthusiastically and got all our jokes!
And most importantly, thank you to the
kids who worked really hard to learn their
lines and remember their cues. Great job!
Miranda Green-Barteet and
Sara Middleton

The Banner
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The Exciting Ideas
Committee
By The Rev. Dr. John Thompson
Last January the Membership Committee, co-chaired by Jim
Hartley and John Thompson, began meeting. The membership
of the committee was wide-open; anyone with good ideas and a
willingness to share them was invited. And the ideas did come
forth. As a result, we now have

 a dynamic announcements team, the star of which is Jennifer
Holburn. The skill with which she keeps two children under
control while welcoming us to Sunday worship has us all on
the edges of our seats and fully attentive;

 ‘Coffee in the Cloister’ before the 10:30 service begins has

added to the welcome we offer to each other and to newcomers;

 Plans to repeat the ‘Dinner Together’ program, organized by

Barb Atkinson and Guy Holburn, twice this year, again in the
Spring;

 an updated web site, a collaboration of Spencer Sandor, Erica Howes, and Michael Godwin;

 a ‘Church Doors Open’ event, with a new information brochure fashioned by Bruce Tuck, which will be repeated in
May 2017;

 a map of London showing where we all live, painstakingly
pinned by Petey Noble;

Lyndon);

 an invitation to Mark Whittall, author of ‘Reinvention: Sto-

ries from and Urban Church’, to speak to us on his experience leading a new missional church in Ottawa, which in
turn has led to

 plans for a Reimagining Church series to be led by Archdeacon Bill Harrison on 5 consecutive Monday evenings (Feb
27th to March 27th), the outcome hoped for being a renewed
vision of mission for St. John’s.

And, not at all least of all,
we have renamed ourselves The
Exciting Ideas’ Committee. We
plan to reconvene in January for
more ‘exciting ideas’. All those
who care about St. John’s and
have ideas how its community
may be better served are welcome.

 a rainbow banner to fly during Gay Pride week (Petey and

A Non-Traditional Retelling of the Christmas Story

Santa, Jesus, the Fairy Godmother and Tooth Fairies appear in a non-traditional Christmas pageant at Trafalgar
Presbyterian Church in Oakville (featuring some relatives of the editors).
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Anyone not willing to work should not eat.”
By The Rev. Dr. John Thompson
November 13 2016
8 am homily
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
6 Now we command
you, beloved, in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from
believers who are living in idleness and not
according to the tradition that they received
from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you
ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we
were with you, 8 and we did not eat anyone's
bread without paying for it; but with toil and
labor we worked night and day, so that we
might not burden any of you. 9 This was not
because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10 For
even when we were with you, we gave you
this command: Anyone unwilling to work
should not eat. 11 For we hear that some of
you are living in idleness, mere busybodies,
not doing any work. 12 Now such persons we
command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ
to do their work quietly and to earn their own
living. 13 Brothers and sisters, do not be weary
in doing what is right.
“Anyone not willing to work should not
eat.” That quote from 2nd Thessalonians sort
of jumps out at you.
I don’t know if Mike Harris was aware of
Paul’s letter, but the idea was key to his
‘Common Sense Revolution’ in Ontario in
the 1990’s. People on welfare were labeled
as able to work but unwilling. They were
‘free-loaders’, and accused of ‘playing the
system.’ And so the welfare rates were cut by
20%. Almost 500,000 people lost their welfare benefits.
And they have yet to recover.
I met a man at the food bank last Thursday. He lives by himself and manages to find
seasonal work every summer. Now he’s back
on Ontario Works, which for a single man is
worth a little over $8000 a year.
Many of the folks we see here on Saturday nights are living like that. They need us
so that they don’t have to choose between
food and a shelter. Some they have already
made the choice; we call them the homeless.
“Anyone not willing to work should not
eat.” Hard talk, but we still have many in our
affluent society who feel this way.
But this was not what Paul was talking
about when he – or someone writing in his
name – wrote his 2nd letter to the Thessalonians.
The community in Thessalonica was
divided. Its survival required close collabora-
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For a time, Paul had been one of them.

It begins with the realization that all
we have and all that we are is God’s. We
hold it in trust. The legal term is
‘fiduciary’. It is God’s will that we share
what we have been given – our time, our
talents, and yes our very lives.

“We were not idle when we were with
you, and we did not eat anyone's bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we
worked night and day, so that we might not
burden any of you.”

Twenty years ago we asked ourselves
the question, “What is it that God is
calling us to do here in our community?”

It was a community that was waiting for
the second coming of Christ – the Parousia.
It would be only a matter of weeks or months.

The result was our Saturday night
meal program.

tion. It was a community of house churches,
pooling labour and resources.

So, expecting Christ’s return at any minute, some in the community simply decided
to sit back and let the rest do all the work.
Kind of like the situation in many of the
housing co-ops here in London
Paul’s response to this situation:
“Anyone not willing to work should not eat.”
This would be an ideal time for me to
launch into a tirade on behalf of our annual
stewardship campaign.
I could harangue you about the need to
dig deeper into your pockets. I could point
out the need to pay for all the programs our
church is involved in, the need to support the
diocese in its work across the width and depth
of Southwestern Ontario, about the need to
fix the leaky roof, and to keep the lights on in
this building.
But the fact is that the people of this parish
have always stepped up when there is a clearcut need. We are not a parsimonious people.
Nor are we stingy of our time and our talent.
I think that just about everyone here is involved, or has been involved, in our Saturday
night meal program. We have shopped, we
have cooked, we have served. And we have
washed up. We have donated bread and milk.
We have donated clothing. We have run, or
walked, to raise money to keep the program
going.
With goods, money, and sweat we have supported food banks, hostels, and outreach programs of other non-profits. We have shopped
and delivered Christmas hampers. We have
hosted a large number of groups dedicated to
dealing with alcohol and substance abuse.
We have repeatedly sponsored families seeking refuge.
And that is just the tip of the iceberg. For
every ‘official’ expenditure of time and talent
– and money – there are countless hours
where individuals in this parish volunteer on
their own, outside of these four walls, to realize the Kingdom of God here in London Ontario.
I really could go on for some time.
It is all called stewardship.

And stewardship is about so much
more than money.

It is time that we ask that question
again – as individuals and as a parish.
We need to step back and look
around us. We need to see with “the
mind of Christ.” What is there in our
community that Christ would have us
tackle?
What is God calling us to do in this
place, at this time?
Christ’s own criterion is a simple
one. Look to those on the margins of our
society.
In affluent North London we may not
find too many tax collectors, or those
who are blind or maimed – at least in a
literal sense.
But we would find those who are
hungry, spiritually and literally.
We would find the poor – not street
persons necessarily, but those who, in the
jargon of the day, are ‘food-insecure’.
And who do not necessarily come to us
on Saturday night for a good meal.
Hidden in North London’s homes
and institutions we might find children,
the elderly, the chronically ill – all whom
Christ would have us see as sharing in a
common, God-given humanity.
It will take imagination and some
hard work on our part.
But it is time.
“Anyone not willing to work should
not eat.”
Paul is saying that a place at Christ’s
table comes with a price – but a price that
paradoxically brings with it a huge reward, the knowledge that we are doing
what
Christ would have us do.
As Paul would have it, “Brothers and
sisters, do not be weary in doing what is
right.”
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Remembrance Day Homily
Sermon Preached at St. John the Evangelist,
Sunday, November 6, 2016 (Remembrance
Sunday)
By Rev. Stephen McClatchie
“They desire a better
country, that is, a heavenly
one” (Hebrews 11.13).
The first half of this
verse is the motto of the Order of Canada, established by
Queen Elizabeth II in 1967 to
recognize the service and Rev. Stephen
contributions of exemplary
Canadians. Past and current members
of
this congregation have been given this honour, most recently Richard McLaren for his
service to the anti-doping initiatives of the
International Olympic Committee. Many honourees are or were members of the Canadian
military, whom we remember in particular
this Sunday on which we recognize Remembrance Day. Some of the earliest recipients
served in the Second World War and, sadly,
since wars still happen, some of the more recent ones have served in Afghanistan or in
other combat missions abroad.
With the deaths of both George Hinton
and Charlie Roberts last summer, St. John’s
lost two of its few remaining veterans of
World War II. Many of us who visited Charlie
were enthralled by his sense of humour and
his many stories. George was known for his
love of political debate and, of course, as long
as I have been here in the parish, he has presented the wreath at the altar on Remembrance Sunday; it is fitting that Gloria did so
in his memory today. We remember and pray
for them both today.

Charlie Roberts

George Hinton

When we think about the verse its entirety—“They desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one”—its meaning is rather different
from that conveyed by its use as the motto of
the Order of Canada. It comes from the 11th
chapter of the Letter to the Hebrews, which
outlines in its entirety a very high doctrine of
Christ, our High Priest. Both Priest and Victim, Christ’s sacrifice of Himself once offered
on the Cross means that we, living as we do
after the Resurrection, have been saved by His

blood. Therefore, although we may still suffer, we are to endure our adversities, persevere in our suffering, and remain confident in
the promise of our redemption through the
saving action of Jesus Christ. Why are we to
do this? Because of our faith in Him, because
of our faith in the Triune God, the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.
Chapter 11 as a whole focusses on the
power of faith by enumerating all the patriarchs who remained faithful to God and to
God’s covenant promise to Israel, although its
fulfillment in Jesus Christ did not take place
in their lifetimes. For faith, according to the
writer, “is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen” (Heb 11.1);
our ancestors, Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob were justified or made righteous by their faith; and here is where our
reading begins:
13
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance
they saw and greeted them. They confessed
that they were strangers and foreigners on the
earth, 14 for people who speak in this way
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of the land
that they had left behind, they would have had
opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called
their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for
them.

has taken his seat at the right hand of the
throne of God.
The “something better” is Jesus, the
“pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” So the
context of this verse—“They desire a better
country, that is, a heavenly one”—in Hebrews
makes it clear that it is not properly read in a
patriotic or present-focussed sense. Instead, it
outlines an eschatological goal: that of a heavenly country that transcends the current one.
This notion of contrasting a present, imperfect
reality with a future, perfect one was given
extensive elaboration by St. Augustine in his
early 5th-century treatise The City of God.
Here, the City of God, consisting of the Christian elect, is juxtaposed with the pagan City of
Man; the saved populate the City of God and
the damned, the City of Man.

Now, the idea contained in our text has
been abused in a different, and more serious,
way. It is no real abuse for the Order of Canada to take it and give it an ameliorative sense:
that the men and women it honours, through
their many and varied contributions to Canadian society, have in a very real way made
Canada a “better country.” But there is a long
We are called to feed the poor, to clothe the and sad history, stretching back into the Dark
naked, to visit the sick and those in prison. Ages, of using this contrast between an earthly and an heavenly country, between the City
of Man and the City of God, as an excuse to
The chapter then loops back to Abraham, ignore the here-and-now.
Isaac, and Jacob, continues through Joseph,
Moses, and Rahab, and then makes a gesture
While “our citizenship is in heaven,” as
towards myriad others: “And what more St. Paul says in his Letter to the Philippians,
should I say, for time would fail me to tell of and we may well long for that better country,
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, that does not mean that we, as Christians, are
Samuel, and the prophets.” It then concludes not to be concerned about poverty and oppression in our own cities and countries. We are
by reiterating its principal point:
called to feed the poor, to clothe the naked, to
39
Yet all these, though they were com- visit the sick and those in prison—Jesus is
mended for their faith, did not receive what pretty clear about this point. Moreover, we are
was promised, 40 since God had provided also called to seek justice and fight oppressomething better so that they would not, with- sion, whether individual or societal.
out us, be made perfect.
We live out this mission weekly here at
What that “something better” is is made St. John’s: through the Saturday night meal
clear at the beginning of the next chapter, program led by our deacon and so many in the
which Archie Skirving used as the basis for congregation; through the clothing cupboard
his sermon last week on the Feast of All organized by Margaret Nelson (donations are
Saints:
always welcome); through our pastoral-care
1
Therefore, since we are surrounded by team, coordinated by Pamela Rudd, who visit
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay the sick and shut-in. We live out this mission
aside every weight and the sin that clings so of care and concern in the ministry of the altar
closely, and let us run with perseverance the guild, who look after the delivery of the altar
race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus the flowers to members of the congregation who
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the are ill or who are celebrating special events.
sake of the joy that was set before him, en(Continued on page 11)
dured the cross, disregarding its shame, and
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(Continued from page 10)

Our Outreach Committee has done a spectacular job drawing our attention to the overlooked and oppressed in society by coordinating our
response to the Syrian refugee crisis and by arranging other annual
initiatives such as our Christmas Basket program, food drives, and so
on. On Sunday, 20 November after the service we will hold a lunch
and a Bridges out of Poverty Workshop; all are invited to attend to
learn more about how people find themselves in poverty in London
and how we can help to overcome this.
Our longing for a better country, a heavenly one, in fact should
make us strive to construct a society here on earth that comes as close
as possible to the ideal of the Kingdom of Heaven: a kingdom of
peace, justice, and love. The prophet Micah describes a vision of this:
1

In the days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be
established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised up
above the hills. People shall stream to it, 2 and many nations shall come
and say “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the
house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we
may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and
the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 3 He shall judge between many
peoples and arbitrate between strong nations far away; they shall beat
their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nations shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more;
These words always strike me as bittersweet, particularly when
they are read on Remembrance Sunday. For of course, swords and
spears—or their newer and more deadly descendants—still abound in
the City of Man, in our human world. We know, and older generations
know even better, that there are times when going to war is necessary,
when destruction and loss of life, as terrible as it is, is better than allowing the evil of Nazism or of the Islamic State to expand and flourish; when it is necessary to fight and even to die to protect our home,
our country, our values. Every year at this time, well-meaning but naive and misguided campaigns against the red poppy spring up in Canada and in Great Britain. The wearing of a poppy is not the glorification
of war or its celebration; it is in fact a poignant reminder of the terrible
cost audit honours our men and women who have been prepared to pay
it.

While working for peace, justice, and love in
our country... we do live out our desire for a
better country.
St. Augustine, the author of the City of God, was also the first theologian to codify the doctrine of a Just War. War, he taught, is allowable only in certain circumstances and under certain conditions. There
must be a just cause and a just authority making the decision for the
right reasons. The alternative, not to go to war, must result in lasting,
grave, and certain damage. There must be no other option: all other
means of resolution must be impractical or ineffective. It must be
waged proportionately, discriminately, and responsibly and it must not
produce evils worse than that to be eliminated. The Archbishop of
Canterbury invoked St. Augustine in the House of Lords in Great Britain last December when he argued that these criteria for Just War had
been met in the decision to intervene in Syria.
Just as our verse from Hebrews and Augustine’s City of God have
often been misused to justify a lack of concern for the poverty and injustice in the here-and-now, so too has our passage from Micah and
many other places in Scripture been used to argue against going to war,
ever, and to justify pacifism and conscientious objection. While certainly laudable and ideal—no sane person wants war, ever—history
and circumstance teaches us that such absolutes are naive if not dangerous.
While working for peace, justice, and love in our country and in
the world, whether here in our parish of St. John’s or through our military in Afghanistan and elsewhere, we do live out our desire for a bet-
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ter country. But it is vital that we remember where our true desire
should lie: for that truly better country, which is the heavenly one. It is
a question of priority and focus, a question that in many ways lies at
the heart of Jesus’s ministry. In most respects, the big questions are not
either/or ones but rather both/and. Many of Jesus’s difficult sayings
come back to this point: “Strive first for the kingdom of God and his
righteousness,” we read in St. Matthew. “Strive first,” not strive only.
The City of God is not actually an otherworldly, heavenly city after all,
despite how St. Augustine is often misread. It is a parallel kingdom
that exists now amongst believers striving to live Christian lives and
bring about the Kingdom of God—but recognizing that our true citizenship is in heaven and keeping our lives and focus there. It is in this
sense that some of Jesus’s difficult teachings are to be understood: the
heavenly country should be our true desire and focus: above ourselves,
above our families, above our circumstances. In all things, we are to
look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” For in the end,
earthly cares and troubles will end; conflict and war will cease; and
Jesus will come again with glory to raise both the living and the dead.
Priority and focus: these lessons are often learned through the crucible of illness, injustice, conflict, and even death. It was a lesson
learned by war poet Wilfred Owen before his death only days before
the end of the First World War and memorably conveyed in the poem
“Strange Meeting.” The narrator is a soldier who goes to the underworld to escape the hell of the battlefield and there meets the enemy
soldier he killed the day before:
It seemed that out of battle I escaped
Down some profound dull tunnel, long since scooped
Through granites which titanic wars had groined.
Yet also there encumbered sleepers groaned,
Too fast in thought or death to be bestirred.
Then, as I probed them, one sprang up, and stared
With piteous recognition in fixed eyes,
Lifting distressful hands as if to bless.
And by his smile, I knew that sullen hall,
By his dead smile I knew we stood in hell.
With a thousand pains that vision’s face was grained;
Yet no blood reached there from the upper ground,
And no guns thumped, or down the flues made moan.
“Strange friend,” I said, “here is no cause to mourn.”
“None,” said the other, “save the undone years,
The hopelessness. Whatever hope is yours,
Was my life also; I went hunting wild
After the wildest beauty in the world,
Which lies not calm in eyes, or braided hair,
But mocks the steady running of the hour,
And if it grieves, grieves richlier than here.
For my glee might many men have laughed,
And of my weeping something had been left,
Which must die now. I mean the truth untold,
The pity of war, the pity war distilled.
Now men will go content with what we spoiled,
Or, discontent, boil bloody, and be spilled.
They will be swift with swiftness of the tigress.
None will break ranks, though nations trek from progress.
(Continued on page 14)
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Review of Church Building
Long awaited “Condition
from Consultants Received

Report”

We have become acutely aware of
what happens when you don’t look after
your church property with the heartbreaking news from our Diocesan Cathedral St.
Paul’s, that they have been forced to close
the worship space and Sanctuary due to
the deterioration of the Roof Trusses and
bearing points on the exterior walls of the
Cathedral.
Professional firms were retained by

Parish Meeting on
Building Condition
On Wednesday evening November29
at 7.00 PM approximately 30 parishioners gathered in the Church to hear the
"Building Condition Assessment Report"
prepared by Allan Avis Architects Inc
and delivered by the principal of the firm
Alan Avis.
Alan’s personal presentation of the
report included many colored slides and
drawings with a detailed explanations of
each the various potential problems and
suggested solutions facing us in maintaining our church property and its various components.
A brief Q and A followed with the
general question left in everyone’s
mind…."What do we do now?”
Rev Lyndon replied that we (Parish
Council and Wardens) would the taking
this information (plus that received from
other consultants) and reviewing it with
the Diocese to seek advice on possible
sources of funding.
Banner Editor notes;
The cost estimates for undertaking this
work and that of the other consultants,
are as outlined in the article above
“Review of Church Building”.
Allan Avis Architects
Goderich, Ontario
The building is in reasonable condition for its age and is without immediate
critical issues. The report comments on
architectural features only leaving structural, mechanical and electrical engineers
to comment in .their reports
Their detailed report is 40 pages with
detailed estimates of each item and a suggested time frame:

our St. John’s Property Committee at the
last Annual Vestry meeting to do thorough survey of the physical state of our
Building and to provide recommendations
and a plan to preserve same property for
the long term.
The firms retained, on the advice of
our own dedicated and faithful property
Architect Alison Hannay, are listed below
together with a very brief highlight from
summary of their Building Condition Assessment Reports.

 Priority 1: Current and Critical Immediate ($153,240)

 Priority 2: Potentially Critical Year 1
($316,680)

 Priority 3: Necessary but not yet critical-years 2 to 5 ($505,440)

 Priority 4: years 6 to 10 ($31,200)
 Priority 5: Recommendation, discretionary ($54,600)

 Total : $1,061,160.
Note: Professional fees and HST not included.
VanBoxmeer & Stranges Engineering
–Structural Engineers, London ON
(Visual inspection complete with
pictures) no cost estimates provided. Estimates required from a contractor.
T. Harris Environmental Management
extensive report with pictures

 No cost Estimates given.
 No costs to us unless we remove or

disturb some existing asbestos insulation during the above renovations

Chorley + Bisset Consulting Engineers

 1Mechanical Systems review
 13 specific recommended Measures..
 Plumbing and HVAC Systems pro-

jects listed with approximate estimates for each item identified, time
frame and note “as funds permit”

Allan Avis during his presentation

 Total cost if all items implemented.
Approximate estimate $400,000.

Chorley + Bisset Consulting Engineers

 Electrical Systems review
 9 specific recommendations
 2 immediate Main service disconnect, preventative maintenance items
$2500
 7 with Time frames (5 to 10 years)
and estimate for remaining Items including
 Fire alarm signaling coverage
($10,000)
 Fire alarm System Panel replacement
( $10,000)
———————————————

Here’s an example of a recommendation
that we have acted upon—upgraded sidewalks (see page 36) .
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Some History of Renovations at St. John’s

And Fund Raising Notes Reported by The Banner
1981
1997
1993

Purchased New Organ
Replaced Old Boilers
Fund Raising Dinner at #1 London Place

Parish raised
Parish raised
Deficit Reduction

$225,000
$135,000
$6,600

1992-1999 Extensive Renovations to church, New roof Parish Hall. and CE Wing, refurbishing
Stained Glass Windows, masonry repairs to ext of church, new flooring CE wing,
new double glazed windows , plumbing, heating and electrical updating
Raised over 6 year period
$650,000
1998

Annual Meeting

deficit projected
$22,000
draw from Endowment Fund $25,000

1990

Endowment Fund established
To Dec 1999

grown to

$0
$616,000

Feb 2000

Endowment Fund

grown to

$614,060

Feb 2001

Tower Restoration project approved considered to be
Phase 2 of Church Restoration estimated cost
(previous exterior masonry and roof work was considered to be Phase 1) $375,000
(agreed to take all needed funds from Endowment Fund and pay back over a
four year period to raise the $375,000), take one half of funds needed from
Endowment Fund and pay back balance of $187,599 through fund raising campaign
over 2 years)

Sept 2001 pledges and funds received total $193,605, of which $64,640 was given as
immediate gift
Dec 2001

Pirates dinner and Auction

raised approximately
final Revenue from
Pirates Dinner was actually

$10,000
$15,241

Feb 2002

Vestry Meeting Final cost. Low Tender price received plus extras and
Consultants fees final cost $351,760
(This was $23,000 below figure approved by Vestry in
Feb 2001)

Feb 2005

Space Committee reports recommending extensive renovations to Parish Hall and Christian Education wing

Feb 2006

Administration Wing and Paris Hall renovations approve. significant generosity of a Parishioners

Sept 2006 Operation Renovation underway.

Estimated completion celebration scheduled October 15 2006
Construction tender accepted from Bronnenco
with Architect Alison Hannay having designed the project

Dec 2006

Renovation work completed

final cost approximately
$220,000
Funding for the project came from Gifts and Memorial Fund
and by borrowing from the Endowment Fund
Stewardship committee planning a campaign to replace
these borrowed funds

Feb 2007

Parish approve borrowing from the Endowment Fund as required to complete payments for Renovation project
valued at
$600,000

2017 Budget

As Established by the Wardens and Parish Council.
St. John the Evangelist 2017 Narrative Budget
Outreach
40%
$171,000
Worship and Education
35%
$150,000
Pastoral Care
25%
$107,000
Total Budget for 2017
$428,000
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Happy History Story—
The Finlay Quilt
By Vonnie Colllyer
In 1976, St, John’s Parish decided o make a quilt
with the objective giving it to
our Rector and A.J.Finlay.
People were invited to have
their names put on the quilt,,
paying $! Per person..
We ended up with 70 women and had to make
2cushions covers to accommodate th Jean Peacock, who was in our Parish then , and did lovely
cursive writing, wrote them on radiating circle of Long-time parishioners enjoyed finding their own names
16.. Women then volunteered to take home one or on the quilt
two of the squares, and embroider them,,,
After the assemblage, we put them we put
them in the “Upper Room” now the Choir r. on
frames and “quilted”
The Group was chiefly Phyllis Brake’s Knit
and Stitch” group…Phyllis Brake, Eileen Hobbs,
(church secretary) Theresa Horton Dorothy Buchner, Ruth Atkinson, Mrs Diende, Marion Bice,
Vonnie Collyer.
The completed quilt and cushioning covers
were then put in our Spring Auction. Marion Rogers, who with her husband Vic, was moving to
Calgary, was the designated “fake bidder’.
The quilt sold for $375 and the money was
contributed by a number of parishioners and on
Sunday morning , the Quilt was presented to Terry
and A.J., who were quite surprised!!

Vonnie Collyer and Jean
Peacock point out their
names on the quilt

A few months ago AJ called to discuss a new
home for the Quilt. She said “We have slept with
the Parish of St. John’s for 40 years and it has
been a a warm and cosy relationship”
After
give the
“Alfarekh
Canada, a
approved.

a lot of discussion, it was decided to
Quilt to our Syrian Family, The
on the first anniversary of coming to
decision of which the Finlays strongly

We had the “Quilt on display” in the Parish
hall one Sunday and many people found their
names and everyone enjoyed seeing it as a beautiful work of art, and a piece of St. John’s history!

Remembrance Day Homily
(Continued from page 11)

Courage was mine, and I had mystery,
Wisdom was mine, and I had mastery:
To miss the march of this retreating world
Into vain citadels that are not walled.
Then, when much blood had clogged their chariot-wheels,
I would go up and wash them from street wells,
Even with truths that lie too deep for taint.
I would have poured my spirit without stint
But not through wounds; not on the cess of war.
Foreheads of men have bled where no wounds were.
I am the enemy you killed, my friend.

I knew you in this dark: for so you frowned
Yesterday through me as you jabbed and killed.
I parried; but my hands were loath and cold.
Let us sleep now…”
“But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has
prepared a city for them. “
Rest eternal, grant unto them, O Lord.
And let light perpetual shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.
Amen.
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The Homecoming
Marlene and Harold Harvey were previously Theology
Students at St. John’s, and were ordained by the Rt. Rev.
Percy Coffin, Bishop of Western Newfoundland, in the Cathedral at Corner Brook on October 28, 2010, and posted
to their new charges as shown below.
Marlene’s parish is St. James, Port aux Basques and
Harold's is Grand Bay, a stone's throw away and consisting of Grand Bay: St. Paul, Codroy: Holy Trinity: Cape
Ray: St. John the Evangelist.
By Marlene Harvey
Much of our life is spent in longing for home, although we
were no longer certain where that home might be.

December 2016
way. There's not much he doesn't know about this place, including its history and the families who live here.
Gord has inherited his love of this life from his grandparents. His grandfather had horses and his grandmother churned
her own butter, something Gord learned from her. He made his
own churn; he says he turned out about a hundred pounds of
butter.
He hasn't put a stove in the shed “because then I'd never go
home and that would mean divorce.” Gord is one with this
place, spinning a yarn as he gathers vegetables or works on a
project. An old Quaker adage comes to mind: Let your life
speak.
Once a week he picks up a friend who has Parkinson’s
from the manor and brings him out to the farm where he spends
the day on a bench looking out to sea and visiting with those
who pass through - much storying telling in this communal
place.

My husband Harold and I are Anglican priests, originally
from Ontario, but rootless for several years now. We recently
moved to a rectory in Port aux Basques, Newfoundland. Having finished a lengthy stint in Plum Point, a tiny isolated community in the Northern Peninsula, plagued with perpetual near
hurricane winds and having few amenities, this place is utopia...it has a Tim Hortons! While Port aux Basques is not without wind, it has all one needs, including kindly neighbours who
appear at our door with cod fresh from the sea that very day.
But best of all there are beautiful places to walk, something we
had missed terribly since moving from Ontario. It was on one
of these walks that we met Gord.

He says he'll die on the farm, rather than go to the hospital
where “they prolong your suffering, keeping you alive long
after you're ready to go.” He speaks briefly of the suffering and
death of friends and family members and one sees the sadness
in his eyes.

The long boardwalk along the beach ends with a cowpath
that winds around Gord’s ‘farm’ - a big open meadow with two
old horses, a big red barn and shed, a huge garden and a green
house for the tomatoes. Gord, an ageless man, tall and agile,
with an easy smile greets us warmly. As Harold is a Newfoundlander, albeit having spent most of his life in Ontario, the
blood of the Newfoundlander still runs in his veins and when
two Newfoundlanders meet up the 'yarning' can go on for
hours.

On a recent walk I noticed the form of someone kneeling in
the meadow, still as a statue. I waited. The form eventually
unfolded itself. It was Gord. He was picking partridge berries
and was in a very 'fruitful' spot. He walked toward us through
the tall waving grass, in his easy gait, swinging his bucket of
berries and for a moment I was a little kid on the farm again,
picking wild strawberries in the woods with my beloved dog,
Orville...a ridiculous name for a dog, I know. I hadn't thought
of that time or Orville in many years; the memory was achingly
sweet.

Gord lives in town, but comes everyday, winter and summer. He tends the horses and the garden and greenhouse, takes
in his hay and he picks berries; blueberries, baked apples and
partridge berries, as their seasons follow. He hunts and fishes
and has two cows and two calves pastured nearby. Danny, a
longtime friend, cuts hay in the meadow with a 1966 International tractor repainted in its original bright yellow. Gord did
that with one of the horses until a year or so ago when he felt it
was too much for the old horse. He gathers produce for us and
takes it on his quad across the meadow back to our car while
we wind our way back on the trail. I had forgotten how wonderful freshly picked vegetables tasted.
In the shed I notice a pair of bright green child's rubber
boots neatly placed on a top shelf. Gord bought them for his six
year-old grandson, Cash when he visited from Grand Prairie at
Easter. “They're too big for him now, so they'll be fine for next
summer.” Two more grandchildren Liam 11 and Madison 10,
of St. John's also love their annual visit to the farm. How
blessed these kids are...life-long memories will be forged here.
Tourists and neighbours alike stop by and Gord chats with
them, gives them a treat from his garden and they're on their

No one gets terribly far into this life unscathed, but there is
a aura of peace here, soothing to the soul, with sea, sand, ancient rock formation, blue sky and wild grasses, swaying in the
breeze. A feeling of wholeness engages the senses in cellular
memory of a time when we were all deeply connected to land
and sea...and to one another.

THIS is the place longed for...this peaceful Godly place is
our home...if not forever, at least for the all important now, for
it is only in the now that any of us live. We most likely will
move on...and the longing for home recur...but sweetened with
memory; in the idiom of the Newfoundlander, 'Proper

thing.'

Harold and Marlene Harvey
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Upcoming Events
Sunday, December 11
Third Sunday in Advent
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
—Holy Eucharist
Wednesday, December 14
Quiet Christmas
7:00 PM—Holy Eucharist
Sunday, December 18
Fourth Sunday in Advent
8:00 AM—Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM—Lessons & Carols
for Christmas
Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve
4:00 PM— Child Friendly
Service
7:00 PM— Family Service,
Brass Ensemble
10:00 PM— Candlelight Choral
Eucharist
Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day
10:30 AM—Holy Eucharist
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Library Corner December 2016
student at Oxford, and her conversion
from agnosticism to Christianity.

By Judy Tuck
The New Year is approaching. Is doing
more reading going to be one of your
resolutions this year? If so, check out the
church library! Here are some of the interesting new additions to the collection:
Where God Happens Rowan Williams,
forward by Desmond Tutu (248.4 WIL)

Song of Creation Paul Goble (J220.95
GOB)
This beautifully illustrated children’s
picture book, with lyrics drawn from the
Book of Daniel, shows all of creation
praising the Lord.

Rowan Williams looks at the lives of the
Desert Fathers and Mothers, Christian
hermits of the 4th century, to demonstrate
how God happens between human beings, in their interactions with each other.
The Lord and His Prayer N.T. Wright
(226.96 WRI)
N.T. Wright examines the Lord’s Prayer
phrase by phrase within the historical
context of the life and work of Jesus.
Surprised by Oxford Carolyn Weber
(248.2 WEB)
Carolyn Weber, originally from Canada,
describes her experiences as a graduate

Talented Musical Duo

Passages

Our music director knows who to call on
when he can’t handle the score alone!

Baptisms
Evan Lochlan Thomson
October 30, 2016
Marriages
Seth James Oliver Taylor
Xing Xiaotong
October 1, 2016
R.I.P.
Kimberlly Anne DeMontreuil

Music al Director Emeritus David Hall
with Musical Director Allan Bevan

