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Recommitting to the Mission of the Church
By The Reverend Lyndon
Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf

This fall and into the
next couple of years we
have some tasks to achieve
and some goal setting that
will help us to grow into
the future. Together we can grow our
parish into the body of Christ that we are
in this place and make a difference in the
world by shining the light of Christ
through acts of compassion. And, of
course, we do this already with the commitment from many of our present members.
Over the last few months we have
experienced some significant changes
that will deeply affect who we are as a
church community.
We have sadly said goodbye to Jenny
Aylsworth who died at the end of June.
Jenny gave so very much to our parish
over several decades as a chorister and
then as organist. Jenny has composed
much great music that we continue to use
to nurture our souls and so she will live
on in this and many other ways for those
who loved her. Still we do miss her a lot.
We said a huge thank you to David and
Sara Hall who directed our choirs for 20
years, but we know they will be back after some time off to sing with us again.
We have begun to gather funds for the
Aylsworth-Hall Endowment Fund, which
will help to fund the upkeep of our organ
and piano and help to support new singers in our choir who are learning and

Upcoming Events
Sunday September 27
Servers’ Guild Lunch and Training.
Following the 10:30 service, the Servers
Guild will meet for lunch and training .
All youth age 11 and older who are interested in joining the Guild are welcome to
attend If you have questions please contact Rev. Patty.

growing as choristers. And a selection
committee is prayerfully discerning who
to hire as our new Music Director.
We said farewell to a few key leaders
in our congregation and sent them off
with our blessing, but we will miss them
indeed.
We are having the heating boiler replaced since the 33 year old one we had
came to the end of its life. But we know
that heat this winter will be more efficiently produced and maybe more effective, especially if the winter is back to
normal warm temperatures, for which we
can only pray.
As fall approaches we are all called
to consider again our commitment of
time, talent and treasure to our parish and
to the nurture of our own spiritual health.
Within our church as part of the Anglican
Communion we have some guiding principles to help us remember what our purpose is. Here are some of those to help us
plan and make a new commitment into
the future:
Five marks of mission (What we are
called to do as followers of Christ in the
world)
For more details please go to www.anglican.ca/help/faq/marks-ofmission.
1) To proclaim the Good News of the
Reign of Christ governed by hope
and love
2) To teach, baptize and nurture new
Sunday October 4
Creation Thanksgiving Celebration
following the 10:30 service, Visioning
meeting for family and Youth Programming. There will be lunch and child care
for all those visioning and brainstorming
together on programming for children
and youth. Please come and share your
thoughts and ideas as we plan for children and youth at St. John’s. Please
RSVP your attendance to Rev. Patty so
that she can plan lunch. If you have any
questions please contact Rev. Patty

believers
3) To respond to human need by loving
service
4) To seek to transform unjust structures
of society, to challenge violence of
every kind and to pursue peace and
reconciliation
5) To strive to safeguard the integrity of
creation and sustain and renew the
life of the earth
The Mission statement of our parish
For more details on our parish
please go to - http://stjohnslondon.ca.
As a people of God, we choose to
express our faith through interactive worship and dynamic ministry, and to utilize
our financial and human gifts with responsible stewardship to compassionately
and actively care for and serve our parish,
our community, and anywhere God calls
us.
And so let us remember that life is
short and that we do not have too much
time to gladden the hearts of those who
travel the way with us, therefore may we
be swift to love and make haste to be
kind following Christ’s call to love one
another.
I invite you to consider how you
practice your faith in the next year or
two? And please invite your friends and
neighbours to join us in making a difference in the world. And please do not hesitate to ask me for help and suggestions.
Peace,
The Rev. Lyndon Hutchison-Hounsell,
Tssf, Rector
Sunday October 11
National Thanksgiving
Sunday October 18
St. John’s 5k Walk/Run
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Back To Church
By Bob Hayman
After a wonderful summer at our cottage, but
AWOL from our church, it was good
to be back on Sunday September 20.
The familiarity with our service;
sharing greetings with friends; acknowledging with deep regret the
major changes to our music leadership; but appreciating the message as
preached by Rev. Patty interpreting the Gospel reading from the Letter of James “Who is wise and understanding among you”, which had been read clearly by Jim Hartley; listening to and appreciating the
Prayers of the People (see page 9) as delivered
by Sheila Simpson; enjoying the anthem delivered by the small choir who moved to the front
of the Rood Screen to be accompanied on piano
by the long time faithful musician Ralph Thorn.
The bonus to the morning of course was
enjoying at noon the bbq lunch prepared and
served by such a capable friendly group of parishioners. Rev. Lyndon greeted us warmly as
we discussed old memories of the SJMB, which
we hope to assemble once again for the upcoming 5k Walk/Run.

Following the service on
Sunday September 20, a barbecue lunch was served to a large
congregation who had stayed
for the event in the Parish Hall.
BBQ choices of beef, chicken,
veggie hamburgers as well as
hot dogs were available including a wide variety of salads,
cupcakes, chocolate squares,
lemonade and coffee. Congratulations to the cooking, serving
and clean up teams.

Welcome Back Sunday Luncheon Crowd

Senior Choir under the direction of our interim
music leader Ralph Thorn

BBQ Cook
Chris Sawruk

Rector’s Wardens

Church Secretary
Kate Drum

How could anyone not want to belong to St. John’s?

Welcome Back Sunday

People’s Wardens

519-858-1030
519 438-1931

I have included in this Banner two items from
our Deacons. First, a very detailed Homily (see page
10)given on Sunday September 6 by Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie, our resident Deacon, outlining a
thoughtful Christian response to the Syrian crisis. As
well, our other Deacon Dr. John Thompson has outlined a process at St. Paul’s Cathedral (see page 9)
where they help “guests” who come to their Food
Bank and Meal Program in a personal way, and Rev.
Lyndon has called us to reflect on how we should
practice our faith to deal with the changes facing us
as a Parish in the next year ahead (page 1). All clerics are making us think!

Parish News

Murray Hunter 519-434-6126
Jennifer Munds 519-642-3584
Rick Mann
Frank Franchetto
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Cooking and Clean Up Crew.
From left: Tom Howes, Elizabeth Skirving,
Ian Charlton,Catherine Charlton and
Frank Franchetto

Aylsworth-Hall
Endowment for Music
In memory of Jenny Aylsworth and in honour of David and Sara Hall we are establishing
the Aylsworth-Hall Endowment for Music. This
endowment will help to maintain musical excellence in our parish in the years to come. Our goal
over the next 5 years is to grow this endowment
to $400,000 so that we can use an appropriate
amount from the income each year to support
choral singing and musical instrument maintenance as well as any other musical endeavours
that will help to fulfill our mission of shining
light through active compassion.

(Continued on page 3)
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Junior Choir Cantata
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(Continued from page 2)

On Sunday May 31 at the main service, the Junior Choir produced a wonderful Cantata based on the show Joseph and his
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.
Sara Hall conducted this production and retained at great expense additional help from mature congregation members to round
out the cast.
Pictured here are the adult ringers as they accepted the applause from the rector and congregation at the conclusion of the
presentation
The production was repeated the following Sunday at Old St.
Paul’s in Woodstock, where Rev. Rob Luxton welcomed them
into his Parish at the main service.

St. John’s Performance. From left: Peter Groom, John Biehn,
Fred Munn, Kevin Bice, Jim Hartley and James Hannay
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Search for New Music Director
By Jennifer Munds
The Music Director Selection Committee, of
which I have been asked to chair, is made up of our
Rector, Sara Hall and Alvin Reimer. We have met
three times to discuss the process and decide on the
Jennifer
requirements for this important job in our parish.
Munds
The process of selecting a music director is well
underway. We have developed a job description, advertised on
the RCCO (Royal Canadian College of Organists) website for
applicants, determined a budget that we can afford and one that
that meets the requirements of the RCCO pay scale.
So far we have had 7 or 8 people apply for the position and
the application process closed on Sept 15th. Our next step is to
review the resumes, determine the audition process and of
course present information to our Wardens and Parish Council
for their comment on the process.
In October the applicants will be contacted to set up an interview and an audition time and hopefully the audition process
will be completed some time on November. Our goal is to have
a permanent Music Director leading our services by January
2016.

Parish Picnic

The annual outdoor Parish service, picnic and fun and
games hit a bit of a roadblock this year when bad weather
forced us to hold the service inside the Food Court Building at
Huron College on June 14. The St John’s Marching band provided the music with David Hall leading playing the portable
organ and which, for the for time in many years, had a small
string section, Following the service, an intrepid group of Parishioners produced BBQ burgers outside and served them inJunior Choir at Old St. Paul’s, Woodstock. From left: Max side to the “dry” congregation. A period of fellowship followed
McConnell. Mark Luxton, Caitlyn McConnell Evelynn Godwin, the food which was enjoyed by all those in attendance.
Amanda McConnell, with Sara conducting and Kevin Bice in the
background

Parish Picnic—David Hall (left) conducts the St. John’s Marching Band and Orchestra

Congregation watches the young people in action under the direction of Rev. Patty

(Continued on page 4)

BBQ team of Ian Charlton,
Frank Franchetto and Chris Sawruk
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St. John’s Women Report
By Diane Chick
St. John’s Women
held their annual meeting
and dinner on June 10,
2015 with 40 of us sharing a wonderful evening
together. After enjoying a Diane Chick
delicious meal we were delighted to
have Ana Thompson of our parish as our
guest speaker. Ana’s presentation, entitled “Walking the Camino” was a wonderful recount of the experiences that
she and John had on their 1600 kilometre pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela in Spain. The slides that Ana shared
with us were breathtaking.
We learned how Ana and John prepared and conditioned themselves for
the pilgrimage. Rather than drive from
their home in Old North to Loblaws Masonville to get their groceries, for many
weeks they donned their backpacks and
hiked to Loblaws on foot, carrying home
their weekly provisions!
Ana and John completed their first
Camino pilgrimage in 60 days, from
March 28 – May 28th, 2003. They
walked an average of 20-30 kilometres a
day of varied terrain and slept in pilgrim
hostels most nights. They have walked
the Camino three times, in 2003, 2005
and 2006. They have also had four additional trips to the area along the Camino
taking care of pilgrims in hostels.
Ana shared with us that there was
“Great support amongst the pilgrims.
The only questions asked of one another
were - where did you start and what language do you speak.” She said that as a
pilgrim you need very little but your hiking boots are paramount.
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you’re different. If we hadn’t walked the
Camino, we wouldn’t be at St. John’s.”
Our sincere thanks to Ana for sharing with us their most inspirational journey.
St. John’s Women are looking at
some new fundraising opportunities this
year. Stay tuned for more details!

Boiler Replacement
Our Boiler had developed problems
due to its age which were brought to our
attention by workers of Union Gas who,
over the summer, had been reviewing all
the underground services feeding properties on Wellington Street during the
road reconstruction.
A quick diagnosis by our Consulting
Engineers, Integrated Engineering, confirmed that the boiler needed replacement. Following the receipt of quotations from contractors, a contract for the
removal of the existing boiler and piping , supply and installation of 2 new
High Efficiency Boilers and associated
piping was awarded to Curney Mechanical. Total cost of the project including
engineering fees is approximately
$60,000, and the work will soon be com-
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pleted. A special
Vestry
Meeting
called for August 30
approved the borrowing of necessary
funds to complete
this project from the
Endowment Fund.
A “Boiler Fund
Appeal Account” has
Type of new
been established to
boilers to be
replace the amounts
installed
borrowed from the
Endowment Fund and parishioners are
encouraged to make donations to this
fund.

Report on Diocesan Synod
The Diocese of Huron annual Synod
was held May 24, 25, 26, 2015.
Delegates from St. John’s attending
were Bruce Tuck, Pam Rudd, Jennifer
Roy and the clergy Rev. Lyndon and
Rev. Patty Dobbs Luxton. Part time visitors were Murray Hunter and Rev. Stephen McClatchie.
A full report on the activities of the
Synod was written by Andrew Rampton
(part time Organist for us earlier this
spring and currently a student in 2nd ear
Theology at Huron University College).
His full report titled Safeguarding
the Integrity of Creation (An observer’s
highlights of Synod 2015) can be read
on the Diocese of Huron website
www.hcn.diohuron.org.

The old boiler being disassembled
in the basement.

Finally, Ana summed up their walk
so eloquently, “You come back and

Included in the report he wrote is a
section entitled A Vision For The Future
which was an update on the Diocesan
Renew project. Bishop Bennett and
Bishop Dance spoke passionately about
the need for funding to restore assistant
Curacies in parishes throughout Huron
and the need for more complete education of both clergy and laity was also
addressed. The Anglican Church is led
by its episcopate, but maintaining funding for the number of bishops needed to
make the episcopate as effective as possible.
Establishing an Endowment Fund is
the goal of the Renew program, which
would provide continued funding for the
above projects.

Out with the old boiler

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

Pollination Garden
By Tony Rudd
2015 was the second
summer of the St. John the
Evangelist Pollination Garden. In many ways it was a
difficult summer. First there
was the weather, alternating
extremely wet and then su- Tony Rudd
per hot and dry. Then there
was the construction of a separate storm
sewer with the attendant noise and dust.
All this did not appear to affect the
pollinators, bees, butterflies and other insects. They showed up just the same and
visited their favourite flowers, just the
same as in 2014. Most flowers to some
extent attracted insects but the ones in my
mind that stand out were Spirea, Purple
Cone Flower and one particular variety of
Hosta. All inexpensive, easy to grow
plants. Of course, most activity takes place
on hot sunny days. Pollinating insects,
such as Domestic bees, Wild "Bumble"
bees, Butterflies and others. are sun worshipers. They visit their favourite plants on
hot sunny days.
Looking forward to 2016, we want to
use the garden to make the general public
aware of the situation around pollinating
insects and hopefully encourage others to
start up their own pollinating garden.

Renew Parish Plan
For Renewal
Excerpt from Parish Council Minutes
of September 15
Murray reported that the Membership
Drive Task Force will resume their work
after the October PC meeting. All are
agreed that for a variety of reasons the
successful action plans of this committee
are absolutely crucial to the continuing
vitality of our church community.

Inter-faith Tree Planting
Thank you letters and/or reminder
letters will be sent out when appropriate.
These letters need to be drafted by the wardens and clergy at their next meeting.
Michael Hannay is preparing a Narrative Budget pamphlet for general distribution.

BeeFest 2015
By Mary Lynn Berthelet
On the afternoon of Saturday, September 19th, an elegant reception room at the
London Club was the setting for the second annual Beefest. Attending, along with several of
the St. John’s family, were
representatives of the Diocese, other Anglican parishes, the London Community
Foundation, the St. Leonard
Society, the McCormick
Home and City of London Mary Lynn
and other local politicians. Berthelet
All had gathered to share in
the success of this year’s Gardens for Bees
projects, and to celebrate the outstanding
efforts of Murray Hunter in establishing
the gardens, under the auspices of the Julia
Hunter Foundation. It was an afternoon
which featured collegial fellowship, witty
repartee, happy testimonials, presentation
of the 2015 awards, contests, and an informative presentation by the Nature Conservancy of Ontario (along with delectable
appetizers!) As was universally acknowledged, it was a joy to applaud our small,
simple plots of native plants which honour
creation, our natural environment, and the
opportunity to give pleasure to others.

The Stewardship Action
Plan for 2016 will begin on
Sunday, Sept. 20th, will run
for six weeks, and will feature a clearly delineated sequence of timed events. Spoken announcements and bulletin reminders will be featured throughout the drive.
Lyndon will give the texts for
the bulletin and the weekly
BeeFest. From left: Win Jette, Alison Hannay,
emailing to Kate at the apMurray Hunter, Rev. Lyndon, Petey Noble, Tony Rudd,
propriate times.
Mary Lynn Berthelet

Parishioners in the News
Interfaith Tree Planting
By Rev. Lyndon Hutchison-Hounsell
Tony Rudd and
I went to the Interfaith Tree Planting d
on the afternoon of
Sunday September
20. We each planted 5-6 trees. Altogether over 400
trees were planted
by about 100 people
in less than an
hour. You can get more info on the
reforest
London
website
www.reforestlondon.ca

Tony
Rudd

We Welcome Two
New Parishioners
Two Baptisms were held on Sunday May 24 as
shown below.

From left: Michelle Wright (godparent),
Paddy and Mike Thomson (parents), baby Callum
John Thomson, and Matt Zajac (godparent).

Back row: Brian Miller (father), Shaun McCallum
(godparent). Front row: baby Nathan Miller Amy
Miller (mother), Melissa Krawecki (godparent)
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An Incredible Era Has Ended
Jenny Aylsworth has left us.

Her musical skills and contacts had
taken her into the lives of the many who
attended and had come to honor her remarkable life.
Our own David Hall coordinated the
service with Jenny’s husband Peter Godwin to produce an outstanding musical
service.
Playing at the organ, where she had
mastered the keyboard for over 20 years,
were fellow colleagues David Greeslade,
Angus Sinclair and Ralph Thorn.
The joint choirs who gathered together to sing the service were the Senior
Choir of St. John the Evangelist, the Senior Choir of the Church of St. Jude and
London Pro Musica.
A quartet of London musicians. Danielle Gosse (French horn), Rob Morson
(trumpet), Shawn Spicer (trumpet) and
Alan Tuck (trombone) performed alone
and accompanied the choirs; soloist Alvin
Reimer sang “Libera Me” from Faure’s
Requiem; and a quartet Sara Hall, Frances
Reimer, Bob Steele and Alvin Reimer
sang Psalm #122, “Peace be Within Thy
Walls” which Jenny had arranged.
We were informed by her husband
Peter that all of the Hymns and music had
been chosen by Jenny, who had said to
him that she wanted some of her own
music be performed and even though “it
is a bit much for a funeral, but why
shouldn’t I have what I want at my own
funeral?”
It was a full service of the Holy Eucharist and included a reading by Jenny’s
daughter Evelyn.

And from Jenny’s husband Peter
Godwin:
“A very long lasting memory of Jenny will be remembering the privilege or
experience of sitting in the bass section
just a metre away from Jenny while she
playd the organ, and even more so on
Sundays when Evelyn, as part of Sara’s
Junior Choir joined, the choir pews. All
three of us being in that lovely part of the
church was amazing as a family experience. Evelyn and I held back a lot of tears
in April on the first Sunday we were in the
choir but Jenny wasn’t at the organ.

An era of joy and music for both
family and members of St. John’s, which
ended with Jenny’s death on Friday June
12, was celebrated in the most magnificent way at St. John the Evangelist on
Saturday June 27, when a Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving was held for
the life of the extremely talented and loving friend Jenny Aylsworth.
A full house in the congregation attended this memorable service to share in
honoring the life of this talented musician, loving wife, and mother.

September 2015

A very detailed and thoughtful memorial tributes were delivered by Jenny’s
sister Alyson Aylsworth. Some excerpts:
Jenn and I grew up each other’s best
friend, isolated and close to nature on a
large property with two pianos, which,
with four musicians in the household,
were constantly in use... Aylsworths are,
all of us, builders. Jenn loved to design
and make her own quilts. And as I think
about the symbolism of quilts “the most
resonant quality of real quilt-making is
the promise of creating unity amongst
disparate elements.” I consider, too, the
patchwork quilt of my sister’s personality: Jenn was clever, conscientious, courageous, just, fierce, generous, loyal, driven, encouraging, curious, and entirely
capable. And, evidenced by the sheer
numbers of people here to honour her
memory, Jennifer was a team-builder,
too; she built communities everywhere,
out of the patchwork of individuals whom
she loved.
The last I saw of my beloved was the
evening before she died. Our talks that
night were brief; though she knew I was
there. She was exhausted—not eager, of
course, not that—but I would say willing
to depart. Here, one lovely verse of
Thomas Hardy’s “The Going” speaks for
us all; we, none of us gathered here, were
ready to let her go:
“Why did you give no hint that night
That quickly after the morrow’s dawn,
And calmly, as if indifferent quite,
You would close your term here,
up and be gone,
Where I could not follow
With wing of swallow
To gain one glimpse of you ever
anon!”

Since April, on most evenings while
Jenny was resting in bed, Evelyn read a
few paragraphs of Harry Potter to Jenny.
She enjoyed that, and I think Evelyn did
as well. Since both she and Jenny had
each read the series 4 or 5 times, Jenny
would tell Evelyn to skip the next couple
of paragraphs because ‘it’s too scary or
violent when Snape says…’, or because
‘this is the scene with the dog’, or whatever. Her memory for stories was impeccable.
I’m going to paraphrase a line that I
am plagiarizing from Foyle’s War, A tv
series that we watched together quite often during May: “For me losing Jenny
will change nothing of who I am…, but
marrying her 15 years ago changed everything”.
The service was conducted by the
Rector of St John’s, The Rev Lyndon
Hutchison-Hounsell, with assistance during the service from The Rev. Patty
Dobbs Luxton, The Rev. Dr. Stephen
McClatchie and former Rector The Rev.
Canon Donald Ford.
Many of those who attended remarked “we will never see her like
again”.
Of interest to St. John’s congregation
is that on September 13, 2015, at the
first full gathering after the summer
holidays, we sang this choral response
at the end of the service:

Amen, Amen, Amen
...Music: Jenny Aylsworth
Her spirit remains with us!
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Choir Tribute to David and Sara Hall
On June 28 the Senior and Junior
Church Choir members, parents and
spouses and clergy gathered at the Hall
residence following their last service that
day, to honor them on their retirement,
for their faithful and exceptional leadership over the 20 years they have led us
all in music and song.

tempted to portray highlights of their
past performances. David had retired
briefly and returned wearing his coveralls, appropriately depicting his time as a
member of Hall’s Cleaning Services.
(that was not the happiest time in their
lengthy marriage, which had produced
such a talented quintet of offspring).

It was a memorable event. Following
a delightful lunch, which David and Sara
provided, a memorial historic video was
shown on their TV screen which at-

On behalf of the choir members,
Kevin Bice presented them with a magnificent collage portraying past memorable events and activities as shown below

This item is now hanging on the Upper room at the Church as a permanent
reminder of the many happy times the
Choir enjoyed under their leadership
Sadly, too, the event marked the loss
and departure from our happy throng, of
the beloved Jenny Aylsworth. She would
have enjoyed this gathering so much.
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Outreach at St. John’s
The Second Great Commandment…
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself”

How Are We Doing?
Saturday Night Meal Program
For 18 years our St. John’s hospitality meal program on Saturday
nights has been in place to assist those in need in our city to enjoy a
hot meal in a warm and hospitable location. Not only does it assist
directly those in need, it fills a gap in many of our lives as we seek a
practical way to “love thy neighbour as thyself”.
Since its early years, when it was first established and operated
at St. John’s, the usefulness for this type of assistance in the community has expanded, and currently many other churches throughout the
city offer hospitality meals throughout the week.
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Reconciliation with the Aboriginal Community
We have been asked by Rev Gaye Whippey, Rector of Zion Anglican Church, Oneida, if our St. John’s Church congregation would
assist them in the building of .what she feels is a great need for their
Parish, i.e. a Gazebo.
She says that building an independent gathering place on their
property for all the community to share with their own congregation,
would assist in developing closer relations with the local native citizens.
Responding to this request, our own Alison Hannay., partner in
Cornerstone Architecture, has prepared drawings of such facility, as
shown below in the elevation and plan views.
No estimates of costs have yet been prepared but, at the request
of our Rector Lyndon, her request is currently being studied and
sources of funding of same is being considered by a small committee .

The other factor that has emerged is that there are many people
who, as well as donating money to charitable causes, want to help
directly those in need with a “hands on” experience.
The number of guests at the dinner program during 2015 to date
has varied from a high of 160 to low of 80. It often depends on the
weather, and it is noted that numbers drop off at the first of the month
when Social Assistance cheques arrive, and increases dramatically at
the end of the month when the money has run out.
This need to serve has been met by many people who now take
part in our Meal Program.
Examining the composition of the dinner teams who took part in
calendar year 2015 to date one finds that, of the 38 Saturdays since
January 3 to September 19 2015, interested groups from outside the
Parish have formed teams and served the meal on 29 of these evenings.
Included in this list are teams from the following sources:
Church of St. Jude, St Aidan’s, Parish of the Thames, Siloam
United, Registered Nurses Association of Ontario, London Life,
Summer Western, Fraser Fellows and friends, London Central Collegiate students of Tom Howes for Social Justice, The Pilgrims
(Camino walk veterans).

Proposed Gazebo for Munsee as drawn by Cornerstone
Architecture, under the direction of Alison Hannay

Coordinating the volunteers list of those who take part each Saturday night is Glenda Hayward from St. Jude’s.

Refugees from the Middle East
Stewart McIntyre
The tragic events involving migration of refugees from the Middle East to Europe have caused
many parishioners to ask whether we could be responding more resolutely. So a group of some of
those interested met recently to consider what we
could do and how to proceed. At the moment, we are
considering an appeal to the Parish in November that Stewart
would seek funds for: (a) part sponsorship of a Syri- McIntyre
an family coming to London, (b) support for the current PWRDF campaign that would provide food and shelter for those
currently in refugee camps in Greece, Turkey and other points in the
Middle East.
The details will be worked out within the Outreach Committee
and those who wish to get involved should contact
Stewart McIntyre (smcintyr@uwo.ca) or
Cory Davies (cedavies@huron.uwo.ca)

Zion Anglican Church, Oneida
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What’s Up At St. Paul’s?
By John Thompson
For many years I’ve
been aware that there is a
food bank at St. Paul’s Cathedral, and also aware that
John
they have a hospitality Thompson
meal, similar to ours, at
noon, Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.
In recent months I’ve had the opportunity
to experience these programmes firsthand.
Lynn Prentice, Executive Director of
St. Paul’s Social Services, has recruited
some ten volunteers (I’m one) from a
variety
of
backgrounds
to
be
‘Compassionate Presences’ in both the
food bank and the Fellowship Centre.
They are ‘supernumeraries’ in the sense
that they don’t hand out bags of groceries
or cook and serve in the parish hall. But
they are anything but supernumeraries in
putting a human face on the programmes.
At the Daily Bread Food Bank they
are there to meet people who have problems beyond the need to stock their cup-

9
boards. They are there to listen and,
to the best of their ability, direct them
to agencies that can help – to find
temporary or permanent shelter, to
get help with daily emergencies (e.g.
overdue utility bills or first and last
month’s rent), to access medical and
mental health services.
At the Fellowship Centre, a
‘Compassionate Presence’ volunteer
signs up for two or three noon-time
meals a month. The assignment there
is simply to introduce oneself to a
guest, ask permission to join them, and to
hear their story. More specifically, to allow an individual guest to tell her or his
story without passing judgment or
‘problem solving’ while it is being told.
Just listening. On any given day, the volunteer will hear four or five stories – and
over a matter of months establish a firstname friendship, non-judgmental and
caring, with each guest encountered.
There is another, newer, programme.
It is called ‘Breaking Bread Together’.
At noon on Tuesdays and Thursdays
some half dozen – the number varies and
is slowly building – join the kitchen staff

Prayers of the People
Welcome Back Sunday—September 20, 2015
By Sheila Simpson
Today on this lovely fall day, let us pray for our farmers
and agricultural workers who are busy bringing in the harvest.
We depend on the agriculture sector for our food and as a major economic driver in our region. Keep them safe as they do
their work on and around heavy equipment. Give us patience
when we encounter them on the roads.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for the 10’s or 100’s of thousands of refugees
fleeing their war-torn countries to try to find a better, safer
life. The visual of Alan Kurdi, the little boy who washed up
on the beach has gripped the world but he is just the photographic representation of the thousands who have died. Imagine being so desperate that you decide to take the chance for
yourself and your children – a chance that may cost you all of
your lives. Help us find it in our hearts to offer a refuge to
many of them. Help those power seekers who continue to create a culture of war and terror to find it in their hearts to seek
peace and, as Patty said, to do what they are supposed to do.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for all of the young people who have started
their post-secondary education in the past couple of weeks –
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St. Paul’s Cathedral

to prepare and eat a common noon meal
and to clean up afterward. The guests
learn more than food choices and preparation. They learn social interaction skills
– many of them are socially isolated, often because they are dealing with poverty, and mental health and other significant issues. And in the process, a community is being built.
And that is the objective of all three
programmes – to build a community
based on respect, one that acknowledges
the fact that we all are created in the image of God.

London is the host to thousands of students – many quite
young and away from home for the first time. Help us to be
understanding and helpful if and when they make errors in
judgement, supportive if they need our help and welcoming so
that their time in our City is positive and potentially life
changing – for both them and us.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for those who need our positive thoughts because they are suffering in some way, visible or invisible.
Help us to be generous with our time and resources in support
of organizations like My Sisters Place, the Unity Project and
Youth Opportunities Unlimited among many others which do
so much to assist vulnerable and marginalized people to reach
their potential. Today let us pray especially for those listed on
our prayer list and any others known to you. Give them
strength and comfort.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Finally, as we proceed through this lengthy election process, let us give thanks for those men and women who have
stepped forward to offer themselves to serve the public. Help
those who are successful to remember that
they are there to serve for the public good and
not their own or partisan interests. We all
need to exercise our civic responsibility and
vote.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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A Homily preached by the Rev’d Dr.
Stephen McClatchie, Deacon Assistant
at St. John the Evangelist Church,
London, on 6 September 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Stephen
McClatchie
[T]he woman was a
Gentile, of Syrophoenician
origin. She begged [Jesus]
to cast the demon out of
her daughter. He said to
her, “Let the children be
Stephen
fed first, for it is not fair to
McClatchie
take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs” (Mark 7: 26-27)
To the dogs.
I have a vague memory of getting in
trouble once in elementary school for calling a classmate a dog. A few weeks ago,
Donald Trump—whom I cannot quite believe I am quoting in a sermon—referred to
some women as—you’ll excuse me—“fat
pigs, dogs, slobs, and disgusting animals.”
It is a real insult. We are perhaps not surprised to find it in the Old Testament, but
this is Jesus. Our little Lord Jesus, the
Lamb, the Prince of Peace, just called
someone a dog.
There is no question that this is one of
the hard sayings of Jesus; it makes us uncomfortable. When we start to unpack it, it
doesn’t get better. The unnamed woman is
not a Jew: she is a Gentile, a Syrophoenician. Matthew’s Gospel identifies her as a
Canaanite. In other words: she is a foreigner and of another religion. And in accosting
Jesus as she does, she is breaking many
cultural norms: she is an unaccompanied
woman, a foreigner, a Greek, a Gentile
speaking directly to a male Jew. Jesus’s
response is hardly welcoming: he calls her
a dog and refuses to help her. His reaction
is perhaps one that might be expected of a
male Jew at the time and place. It certainly
conforms to the cultural norms and expectations of the day.
Here we touch on one of the eternal
mysteries of the faith, what theologians
would call the “doctrine of Christ”: as we
affirm in the creeds, Jesus is both God and
Man, fully human and fully divine; two
natures united in mystical fashion in one
Person. Almost all of the teachings that
have been condemned by the Church
throughout history come from the over-
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emphasis of one or the other of these natures. This is still a danger today, whether
we minimize his divine nature and explain
away his miracles or whether we deny his
humanity and not allow him to be anything
less than perfect and omniscient. The story
of the Syrophoenician woman invites interpretation along both of these lines.
Just before this passage, Jesus confronts the scribes and Pharisees with their
hypocrisy about purity and impurity; this
was last week’s Gospel. Immediately afterwards, as we read today, “He set out and
went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to
know he was there.”
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crumbs.”
Her response changes everything. She
may have no name but she demands to be
seen. She refuses to be unheard, to stay on
the margins. And Jesus relents—he moves
away from judgement and instead shows
mercy and gives her what she has asked
for: “For saying that you may go—the demon has left your daughter.”
What drew her to Jesus? She is in
need; her daughter is sick with an unclean
spirit. They are both hungry for healing, for
the child’s torment is painful to the mother
too. But she has heard of Jesus, this man
who is travelling the countryside curing the
sick and healing the lame. She believes in
him; she trusts him: Jesus has healed Gentiles before—why not her daughter?

Jesus has been busy. He has healed the
Gerasene demoniac, Jairus’s daughter, and
the woman with the haemorrhage of blood.
He has sent his disciples out to teach and Jesus’s miracles always involve both trust
heal. He too has taught and healed and has and relationship; they are not “magic,”
fed the 5000 on the shores of the Sea of which is simply about power and control
Galilee. In His desire for solitude and anonymity, we can see a very human response.
We can see the Syrophoenician woman
I bet Jesus was tired. Maybe a little
as
a
prophetic figure, representative of all
grumpy. Can we blame him for wanting to
the
Gentiles,
demanding that Jesus recogbe alone, to have nothing to do with this
nize
and
embrace
the full scope of his misshameless, foreign woman?
sion. In Matthew’s telling of the story, JeSo maybe, then, this story is about a sus explicitly states that he has been sent
human Jesus who behaves badly to some- only to the children of Israel; in both, the
one in need, is rebuked by her, changes his woman insists on being included. Somemind and learns something from her. Why how she knows that Jesus has been sent for
shouldn’t Jesus learn? After all, we read in all of humanity. And here in Mark, Jesus
Luke that “Jesus increased in wisdom and knows this too. Remember his response:
in years, and in divine and human fa- “the children [meaning the Children of Israel] are to be fed first.” It doesn’t say that
vour” (Luke 2:52).
the others won’t be fed, it just says that
Or maybe there is another explanation. they won’t be fed yet. But she pushes him
Jesus is God after all. He does heal the on it; she demands the food of the Kingwoman’s daughter—and long distance at dom now. And how does Jesus respond?
that. He also has supernatural knowledge, He shows mercy, not judgement. He sees
divine knowledge, that the healing has her as a person, as more than just her race,
worked. So maybe he using the unnamed or religion, or sex. He embraces her huwoman to teach us a lesson, to make a manity; he sees her. He is in relationship
point. Maybe he is being ironic, as he so with her; she is no longer Other. And, now
often is. After all, the word on the page is that he is in relationship with her, he heals
flat and without tone; the inflection of Je- her daughter. Rowan Williams reminds us
sus’s voice is not there. Indeed, one com- that Jesus’s miracles always involve both
mentator notes that these harsh words trust and relationship; they are not “magic,”
“were almost certainly spoken with a smile which is simply about power and control.
and a tone of voice which invited the womThe Syrophoenician woman is an outan’s witty reply.”
sider who asks for a place at the table and
For what does the unnamed woman do is given one by Jesus.
after being called a dog? Does she slink
Who is she today? Maybe she is the
away like one? No: she actually gets what
my mother would call “lippy.” She talks Muslim woman who you secretly think is
back to Jesus: I may be a dog, but “even backward and unenlightened for wearing a
the dogs under the table eat the children’s
(Continued on page 11)
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headscarf. Maybe she is the homeless person on the street corner who you wish
would stop begging you for money and get
himself together and get a job. Maybe she
is the youth thrown out of the house by
supposedly Christian parents for being gay.
I think that the Syrophoenician woman, this
unnamed Phoenician woman from Syria, is
in fact a Syrian refugee.

This week, however, I think that the
Syrophoenician woman, this unnamed
Phoenician woman from Syria, is in fact a
Syrian refugee. She is one of thousands
fleeing from the persecution of the Islamic
State fundamentalists bent on cleansing the
region from all faiths other than Islam and
blowing up the cultural patrimony of temples and artefacts they deem idolatrous.
These men, women, and children are seen
as infidels and idolaters and in fact are being treated like dogs; all of these things are
regarded as unclean in Islam.

The news is horrifying: men, women,
and children trying to escape
The news is horrifying: men, women,
and children trying to escape and being
denied boarding in Budapest for trains
heading west. Decomposing bodies of refugees found in a truck on the highway outside of Vienna. Boats overturning and people drowning in the Mediterranean. A sea
of humanity surrounding the entrance to
the Chunnel and disrupting the Eurostar
train service from Paris to London. There
is an uncanny resemblance to the plight of
the Jews in the 1930s, with too many governments and politicians seemingly unhearing and uncaring, seemingly more interested in putting up bureaucratic or physical
barriers to keep these foreigners out or in
scoring political points during an election.
Last week, in a Requiem Mass for the
dead refugees abandoned outside Vienna,
the Cardinal Archbishop of Vienna greeted
the assembly with the word “enough.”
“Enough of the deaths, the suffering and
the persecution. We can no longer look
away.” He repeated these phrases again
and again: “Enough. We can no longer
look away. Enough with “good will” only…” He concluded his homily by telling
his listeners—all of us—that “we have a
very, very serious test ahead of us: whether
our Christian heritage and faith, the Word
of God, still lives and has meaning in this
world or whether it is already scrap paper.”
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Pope Francis, at the outset of the crisis warns us, in a verse that we did not read,
a few years ago, talked about “the globali- that “judgement will be without mercy to
zation of indifference”: how, in his words, anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy
“we have become used to the suffering of triumphs over judgement” (James 2:13).
others: it doesn’t affect me; it doesn’t conWill we find room in our hearts, in our
cern me; it’s none of my business.” This
indifference manifests itself in the response church, in our city, in our country? Is
of governments (like Stephen Harper re- the Gospel still valid in this world?
jecting calls to admit more Syrian refugees
The Syrophoenician woman teaches us
to Canada). It manifests itself in dethat
there is room for everyone around the
humanizing language about these men,
table
of the Kingdom of Heaven. Will we
women and children (such as when the PM
find
room
in our hearts, in our church, in
of Great Britain, David Cameron, referred
our
city,
in
our country? Is the Gospel still
to a “promiscuous swarm of foreign peovalid
in
this
world?
ples” seeking refuges in Britain).
In a moment, we will gather symboliBut something may have changed last
cally
around another table, as Jesus invites
week. That picture. On the front of newsus
to
come
and partake of his Body and his
papers around the world. A tiny little boy,
Blood
in
the
sacrament of the Eucharist, a
only three years old, drowned, and washed
foretaste
of
the
heavenly banquet to come.
up on shore. One figure, out of the thouWe
are
powerfully
reminded of this invitasands and thousands of refugees. And we
tion
and
this
promise
when we place ourknow his name: Aylan Kurdi. We learned
selves
in
the
position
of
the Syrophoenicithat his brother Gulip and his mother Rean
woman
and
pray
the
Prayer
of Humble
ham also drowned. We saw his father Abdullah mourning their deaths. For a few Access from the Book of Common Prayer:
hours on Thursday, we actually thought
that they had been denied entry to Canada,
We do not presume
where Aylan’s aunt lives, but this story
to come to this thy table,
proved not to be true. What is true, howevO merciful Lord,
er, is that their application was returned
trusting in our own righteousness,
because it was incomplete as it “did not
meet regulatory requirements for proof of
but in thy manifold and great mercies.
refugee status.” Around the world, the
We are not worthyso much as to
Kurdi’s story is stirring people, organizagather up the crumbs under thy table.
tions, and governments to action because,
just as Jesus affirmed the humanity of the
But thou art the same Lord,
Syrophoenician woman, we have seen the
whose property is always to
human face of this tragedy.
have mercy:
The Syrophoenician woman is an outGrant us therefore, gracious Lord,
sider who asks for a place at the table and
so to eat the flesh of thy dear
is given one by Jesus. How often do we
Son Jesus Christ,
send people away who are seeking the food
and to drink his blood,
of the Kingdom? How often do we disthat our sinful bodies may be made clean
courage seekers by restricting entry to our
by his body,
own circle, into our own lives or countries?
and our souls washed through
How often do we respond like Jesus did at
his most precious blood,
first? Go away. Not you. Not yet. Fill out
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
this form first.
and he in us.
Enough. Enough with “good will” only. Is
Amen.
the Gospel still valid in this world? Where
is our government? Where is our Church?
The Cardinal Archbishop nailed it:
Enough. Enough with “good will” only. Is
the Gospel still valid in this world? Where
is our government? Where is our Church?
As James reminds us in today’s Epistle: faith without works is dead. He also
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Luxtons Visit The UK
A memorable visit by Rob, Patty Mark and Sarah to England, where many of Rob’s relatives live, was undertaken by
the family in August. Not having connected with many of
them over the years, they enjoyed this experience touring
London and catching up with family news and learning
more of their history plus that of the early English churches
which is described in Patty’s article bellow.
By Rev. Patty Dobbs Luxton
In August we enjoyed a wonderful trip to England to visit
with Rob’s cousins. We flew into Manchester to visit with one of
Rob’s first cousins and his wife who live in Knutsford, a lovely
small town south of Manchester. Following our visit there we
drove to Caterham in Surrey, which is south of London. While in
Caterham we were able to worship at the local Church of England
Parish of St. Mary the Virgin on a Sunday Morning. The church
seemed old by our standards as it opened in 1866. It was a good
size and quite cool inside due to the stone floors and large stone
pillars. They were a friendly congregation and invited us to coffee
hour where they wanted to share with us their connections to Canada when they discovered we were visitors from there.
When we had arrived at the church that morning, I had noticed a second church directly across the street. It looked like a
Church of England church, but it seemed a little odd to me to have
two churches so close together. When I inquired about the church
across the street I was very intrigued by its age and its history. The
rector’s wife volunteered to show us the church and to share with
us her knowledge of its history. This is what I learned about the
church from her and from the churches web site.
The church across the street is St. Lawrence. It is thought to
have been built in approximately 1095 AD. It was originally a
Norman Church with a semi-circular apse. It was altered many
times in the 12th and 13th centuries to provide a chancel, chapel
and north and south aisles in the period. The south aisle was later
demolished. In the 18th century the east gable to the chancel was
rebuilt. As the church was being changed and rebuilt over the
years stones were moved and reused from one area to another. On
the web site there is an interesting piece about some medieval
graffiti that was found on one of these stones.
As the church of St. Lawrence building became too small for
the growing number of members and Sunday worshippers the
larger church of St. Mary’s was built. When the church of St.
Mary’s was opened in 1866 the church of St. Lawrence fell into
disuse. In the 1960’’s and 70’s there were repairs done to the
church of St. Lawrence so that it could be reopened and used for

Church of the
St. Lawrence

Beach in Deal with two of Rob's little cousins

special services. It is currently used for special services during
Holy Week and for an ecumenical Carol Service in December as
well as a monthly evening prayer service. In the recent years the
church building has been used by other denominations such as the
“Society of Friends”, (Quakers) and the Romanian Orthodox. In
the summer months the Parish of St. Mary’s hosts is annual BBQ
on the ground of St. Lawrence church and also its weekly Sunday
afternoon “Tea”, with tea, coffee and cakes for the community to
enjoy. Tours of the church are given at that time.
St. Lawrence church is surrounded by a cemetery and gardens. Recently, a few memorial trees and rose bushes have been
planted on the grounds using species that were available when the
church was first built.
I was both intrigued and inspired to visit this very old place of
worship. I was surprised by how small the interior seemed but
drawn in by its simple yet intimate space. It is awesome to think
that Christian have been gathering in that place over the past 900
years to worship, share their faith and fellowship with one another. You could almost feel the faith and faithfulness of the past by
being present there.
On the church web site there are lovely church pictures in the
Photo Gallery and more information about the church. If you are
interested please visit
www.stmary-caterham.org.uk/Lawrence.html
We had a wonderful
trip meeting many of
Rob’s cousins and taking
in many historical sites
through out the country.

Sarah, Rob and Mark in London with the London
Eye in the back ground and the River Thames
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New Horizons Band Tour
of Great Britain
By Judy Tuck
On July 1st, 2015, a group of
over 80 New Horizons musicians
and their friends, including St.
John’s members Gerry Fenwick,
Michael Godwin, and Adam, Alan
and Judy Tuck, set off on a ten day tour of
Great Britain. This was the sixth biennial New
Horizons European tour.
Our first stop was the beautiful city of
Edinburgh, Scotland. Our hotel was situated
practically in the shadow of the impressive
Edinburgh Castle. A guided walking tour on
our first day took us down the Royal Mile to
see St. Giles Cathedral. St. Giles was at the
heart of the Scottish Reformation and John
Knox served as minister there in the mid

Mike Godwin, Judy Tuck and Adam Tuck
1500’s.
Another highlight of our walking tour
was climbing Calton Hill for a wonderful
view of the city, and especially of Holyrood
Palace at the foot of the hill. This is the home
of Queen Elizabeth when she is in Edinburgh.
And in fact, she was there during our visit,
hosting her annual garden party! Sadly we
were not invited.
Later in the day, our family enjoyed a
coffee at the Elephant House restaurant where
J.K. Rowling worked on some of the “Harry
Potter” books!
An event enjoyed by many of our group
was “Jamie’s Scottish Show” at the King
James Hotel; an evening of Scottish singing
and dancing, bagpipes, and haggis!
We performed three times while in Scotland; at the St. Giles Cathedral, at an outdoor
bandstand in the Princes Street Gardens, and
finally in the chapel of Stirling Castle, about
an hour’s drive northwest of Edinburgh. Stirling Castle, home of the Stuart monarchs, is
where Mary Stuart, while only a baby, was
crowned Queen of Scots in 1542.
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Our next stop was York, where we gave
an outdoor performance in the city centre on
Parliament St. One of the highlights of our
visit to York was seeing the magnificent York
Minster Cathedral. We were fortunate to be
there during the York Early Music Festival
and got to hear a lovely performance of medieval songs by the Belgian Heulgas Ensemble
in the Cathedral.
Following a very brief stop in Oxford, we
headed for London,
and arrived just in
time for a tube
strike! After a very
prolonged journey
we reached the
Tower of London
where we performed
our final concert. A
very interesting tour
of the Tower followed, where we
especially enjoyed
seeing the Crown
Jewels.
Adam half way up
The last day of York Minster tower
the group tour was a
free day. For us, it meant a trip to Buckingham Palace to see the Changing of the Guard
ceremony. To our surprise, the Queen and
family made an appearance on the balcony! It
was a special event in commemoration of the
75th anniversary of the Battle of Britain, and
included a flyover by Spitfires and Hurricanes.
The final day saw
many of our
group
heading
home to Canada.
Others chose to
extend their stay,
and we spent the
Fellow observers of the
following week
Changing of the Guard
in the pretty seaside town of
Whitstable, visiting with Alan’s brother Larry
and his wife Marjaana. They were the kindest
of hosts and drove us all over southeast England to see the sights.
What is most impressive for Canadian
visitors such as ourselves is the amount of
history in England, stretching back to Roman
times. For example, we spent a day touring
Dover Castle, where we saw the medieval
palace, a Roman lighthouse, and the tunnels
under the cliffs which served as a military
hospital during WWll, and which were also
the location of the war rooms where the evacuation of Dunkirk was planned. We saw the
beautifully refurbished Hever Castle, which
was the childhood home of Anne Boleyn.
We toured the site of the Battle of Hastings, and saw the ruins of the Battle Abbey,
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Larry
Tuck and
Marjaana
in the
gardens
of Hever
Castle.

which William the Conqueror built to atone
for killing so many people during his conquest
of England. We went to see Canterbury Cathedral, mother church of the Anglican Communion. Larry, a medieval scholar, works and
studies in the University of Canterbury. A day
trip back to London gave us the opportunity to
see an amazing performance of King Richard
ll at the Globe Theatre.
We finally returned home with many
memories (and many pictures) of a wonderful
trip, and with hopes to return someday soon,
as there is still so much we would love to see
and do in the UK.

Larry and Alan Tuck

Hever Castle

Getting ready for a performance
at the Globe Theatre
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Gerry Fenwick’s
Daughter’s Wedding
By Gerry Fenwick
With my partner Mimie Thibault, we
travelled to the UK in July with the Don
Wright Faculty of Music New Horizons
Band. The New Horizons band started in
1999 and beginning in 2005 has made six
trips to different parts of Europe but this
is the first trip to the UK. For this trip, the
group consisted of 43 band members and
35 family members usually referred to as
Band-Aids. Starting in Edinburgh the itinerary included performances at St. Giles
Cathedral and an outdoor park in Edinburgh, the Royal Chapel in Stirling Castle
in Stirling, the town square in Yorkshire
and on the lawn in front of the Tower of
London. The repertoire was a range of
music including some traditional Scottish
and English folk songs arranged for concert band and a mix of other styles including the Canadian piece Prairie Wedding.
For us a highlight of the trip was to
attend the wedding of my daughter Tara
in Dunblane, a town about 60 KM from
Edinburgh. Tara has been a Professor of

The Canadian side of the wedding party.
From left: Gerry, Mimie, Geraldine, Jennifer,
Richard (the groom), Tara, Lori, Robert and
Blake.

Gerry and Tara

Education and Director of ProPel at the
School of Education, University of Stirling for the past four years. Her new husband is also a professor in the same department. They decided to get married
earlier this year and when they learned of
the band trip they set the wedding date so
we could both attend. In addition family
members also travelled to Scotland to
attend. The family members included my
son Robert and his wife Lori and grandson Blake, my daughter Jennifer and
granddaughter Geraldine.

David and Sara in Europe “There is still lots of life and fun in G
and S shows”.

Our talented and recently retired
A Boat cruise in the Lake District
Choral Directors David and Sara Hall
was on a later day’s agenda!
are enjoying a well earned holiday
travelling in the Uk and Europe. They
SJMB members will be disapare having a wonderful time and have pointed that he is not planning to fly
recently visited
in Appleby-in- back in time to conduct our ensemble
Westmorland in the northwest of Eng- in support of the 5k Walk/Run.
land, researching David’s ancestors.
He reports that on October 18 they
They have visited the ancestral home
will be in Belgium and he has acceptthat was built by David's 6th Great
ed an offer to conduct the Brugge
Grandfather John Hall in the 1600s. He
Oostwinkel Oedelem Ghent Eeklo Redied in 1715, age 109! He reports “It
gional Symphony (BOOGERS) at a
has been rather exciting for me!” More
canal concert that day!
recently they connected with St. John’s
parishioners Simon
and Cory
Davies in
Darlington, UK,
where they
enjoyed
together a
production
of the Mikado by G
and S. He
reports
Taking in Mikado—Cory Davies, David & Sara Hall and Simon Davies

The families of the
bride and groom

Tales from the Bruce Peninsula
By Warren and Marilyn Jones
In November of 2014 Marilyn
and I were fortunate enough to
become the successful bidders on
Simon and Cory Davies cottage in
the Bruce peninsula. Our requirements were enough beds for our
extended family (nine in total) and
pet friendly (2 black labs), and Cory assured us that
their property would fill all our needs.
So on Friday July 10, we loaded the car with
enough supplies to feed an army for a month
(fortunately, bedding was supplied otherwise we
would have never got it all in the car) and headed
north into the unknown.
Simon’s directions to the cottage in Pike’s Bay
were spot on and we arrived in the late afternoon to a
beautiful cottage with a gorgeous upper deck showcasing beautiful views of Lake Huron. Fresh flowers
adorned the dining room table along with a bottle of
champagne that welcomed us to the heart of the Bruce
Peninsula. The cottage had everything that we could
possibly have asked for and we soon realized that we
would not be “roughing it!”. Cocktails and snacks on
the deck would soon become the norm every afternoon
and the weather could not have been better; cool at
night and hot and sunny in the daytime and the nights
(Continued on page 15)
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Looking Back ...
By Bob Hayman
During the summer Anne and I
watched a couple of shows on PBS part
of a series Ancient Roads from Christ to
Constantine
They were beautifully produced videos of one hour long stories hosted by
Professor Jonathan Phillips from the UK
as he travelled 12,000 miles on a personal
journey through the Holy Land and
around
seven countries in Europe,
Northern Africa and the Middle East to
the beautiful and important historical
places of early Christianity.
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The time lapse of the stories take you
from the time of Jesus –birth to about
350 AD when Constantine made peace
with two factions of Christianity East and
West and a united Christian family was
formed, which took its place as the official religion of the Roman Empire.
Today Christianity is the largest religion in the world with 2 billion people
followers .
I was so moved by the presentations
that I saw, that I ordered the two DVDs
on which there are contained 6 one hour
long stories tracing the growth of Christianity
I would be pleased to show these 6

Ancient Roads from Christ to Constantine
Historian Jonathan Phillips journeys to the
historic sites of Christianity (Six Episodes)
Birth of a Faith
From Apocalypse
Opening
to Heresies
The Shard
Opening
Christmas Eve
Jerusalem
Jesus of Nazareth
Patmos Island
Early Ministry
John’s message
Faithful Journey
Polycarp
Father’s House
Heresies
Lazarus
The Battle for ChristiThe Passion
anity
The Gospels
The Gnostics
Carthage
Cappadocia

The Great Missionary
Opening
Paul
The Road to
Damascus
Christians
First Journey
Paul and Barabas
Jewish Identity
Philipi
Thessalonians
Paul’s Letters

(Continued from page 14)

so clear that the stars seemed to be within a hands reach!
Shopping for a few forgotten supplies on Saturday and a visit to
Wiarton Willie prepared us for the arrival of the rest of our extended
family.
Bar-B-Ques, cribbage games and
Crazy Eights on the deck, campfires
and Smores, Clue and Rumoli at the
dining room table and star gazing
from the deck filled our evenings
with much enjoyment.
Days were spent at the beach in Red
Bay (dog friendly beach) bicycling
to Pike’s Bay, Old Woman’s Beach,
with the diving platform, and side
trips to Tobermory, the National
Park, Museum, Singing Sands National Park, The Grotto, hikes along
the Bruce Trail. guided rattlesnake
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Episodes on a big screen at the Church in
the Library or Sanctuary at a convenient
scheduled time to suit a group who would
be interested. I would suggest 6 consecutive sessions a week apart. Perhaps selected evening meetings at 7:00 PM or
after Sunday Worship and coffee hour
say at 12:15.
Listed below are the Titles of the 6 Films
with brief titles of the segments in each.

Pagans and the
Cult of Martyrs
Opening
New religion
Persecution
Perpetua’s Deal
Perpetua the Martyr
Christianity Grows
Blood Documents
Valeva
Diocletian
End of Persecutions
Age of the Apostles
Opening
Corinth
Lost Churches
On the River
To Rome
Enemy of the State
Paul’s Last Hours
The Last Apostle

Constantine
Opening
Milvian Bridge
Constantine
Constantine the Christian
Another War
The Nicene Creed
Death in the Family
Constantinople
A Christian Burial
A Christian Turning
Point

hunts, Lighthouse tours and the list goes on. With such diversity of
flora and fauna our grandson was even able to complete the final requirements for one of the portions of his Pathfinders badge for
Scouts!
Too soon the week was over: the supplies were all gone, our
time was up and the weather had turned to rain. It was time to pack
up and return to our daily lives with the fantastic memories of week
well spent in the Bruce Peninsula.
Thank you so much Simon and Cory for sharing your paradise
with us. It was a family holiday that we will remember and cherish
for years to come.

The Banner

A Conversation with
Bishop Terry Dance
by Bob Hayman
I was honored to be invited
by Terry Dance to join him as a
guest for a private lunch in July
which I accepted and did enjoy
meeting him together with
Heather Moller, Development
Associate at the Diocese.
We spent a good part of our get together
recalling the happy days at our Parish in the
1970’s when he was an Assistant Priest “in training” with Terry Finlay. He confided that all of
the basic skills he has used as a Parish priest
throughout out his career he had learned from
Terry Finlay! I certainly could relate to that story
as I recall Terry preaching one Sunday shortly
after he arrived s our Rector and admonishing we
parents that we must get involved. “You can’t
just send your children off to Sunday School.
You have to get in with them and become a
teacher” I was motivated to respond, as was Ann
Rudd and we both served a couple of terms.
Terry is retiring as Bishop the end of this
year and he will be preaching his last Homily at
St. John’s on Christmas Eve.
I did realize that the main purpose of our
meeting was to hear in person from a Bishop the
background and work that has taken place to
launch the Renewal Plan for the Diocese.
Full details of this plan can be found on the
Diocese of Huron website.
In précis form there are four programs they
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have launched with targets for funding as follows:
 Huron Church Camp Renovations
Estimates received $622,439.
 Curate Fund, a program which can support
on site training of Seminary Graduates in
actual Parishes as Curates for a year before
they are placed in a single point Parish (this
program is in place and compulsory program
for Seminary graduates in the Diocese of
Toronto…last year they placed 8 grads in
this
manner)





Goal $1,000,000
Lay and Clergy Formation Fund- Introducing an Education for Ministry an International Program that fosters understanding of
the Christian tradition
Goal $1,000,000
Episcopal Ministry Fund- current apportionment funding from the Parishes has been
a
burden
on
the
Parishes

Goal $2,000,000
I noted to Terry, that our own Parish Renewal Goals are yet to be established and will require
support from all members.
However, I was impressed with the Diocesan
plan and wish to support our beloved Anglican
Church in all its structures and I did decide to
support the Curacy Fund with a contribution.
I would urge all St. John’s Parishioners to
study the Diocesan Renewal Plans and support
the Appeal with a contribution.
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Passages
Baptisms
Callum JohnThomson
May 24, 2015
Nathan Brian Miller
May 24, 2015
Rachel Elizabeth Stephenson
July 19, 2015
Ella Iris Win Dear
April 5, 2015
Marriages
Darryl William Parsons
Kendra Elizabeth Ann Halpenny
September 12, 2015
Bryan Scott Beamish
Maria Lina Defino
August 15, 2015
Kenneth Tyler Blake
Candice Lee Robertson
July 25, 2015
R.I.P.
Beverly Jean Roberts
May 16, 2015
Jennifer Llewellan Aylsworth
June 12, 2015
Sheila Anne Neilsen
July 1, 2015
John Whitridge Murray
July 14, 2015
Russ John Murray
July 26, 2015
Ruth Atkinson
September 13, 2015

