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Christmas and Refugees?
By The Reverend Lyndon
Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf
Each Christmas we
hear the profound philosophical words of our
patron Saint John the
Evangelist. John begins to use nonHebrew philosophical language of his
time to try to explain the profound
meaning of God, all that is Sacred and
Holy, coming into the real body of a
human being. God becomes incarnate,
embodied, God is with us and within us
and within the whole of creation. God is
profoundly incarnated in the birth of
Christ. St John explains it this way (and
these words need to be read with a great
sense of wonder the way you would read
them to a child):
In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things came into being
through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come
into being in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it
(Gospel
of
John 1:1-5).

was threatened by the apparent birth of a
new king. Instead the writer of the Gospel of John finds it is more important to
help us understand that Divine Life and
Sacred Love live in us by Holy Grace
and that Jesus’ birth makes this more
real to us than ever before. John also
focuses on light. In Greek philosophy
and other religious traditions of the day
people talked about the experience of
the Sacred and the Divine as the Great
Light of the World and so John uses this
language to try to explain to a broader
audience who this Jesus Christ person is
and what difference he makes in the
world.
At this time of year when the
amount of daylight we have each day is
decreasing we use images of light shining in the darkness as a profound image
of how we are called to overcome hatred
and despair. The life and love that is
born in Christ, and present in each of us,
gives us Grace to shine light into our
world by serving and giving. This Advent and Christmas many in our parish
are working at getting us ready to sponsor a refugee family from Syria. This is
one of the families that is already
screened and has been living in a Lebanese Refugee Camp for 4 years. We are
reaching out, and we invite all our mem-

bers and your friends, to help us to give
a refugee family a new home here in our
neighbourhood. To make a donation of
money, time, skills or goods simply call
the office and we will help you know
what we need and how we can use what
you generously offer. There is another
article in this issue that explains this
more clearly.
After the familiar birth stories of
Jesus we hear the tragic story of Mary
and Joseph with Jesus fleeing into Egypt
to escape the wrath of King Herod. In
this story many young Holy Innocent
babies are killed in an attempt to kill the
infant Jesus. In our world many innocent
people are still dying and so we have
chosen to act by helping one family.
Christmas is not about consumption
of goods. Instead it is about the greatest
gift to us in the birth of Jesus, which
makes real for us each and every year
the presence of Sacred Life and Divine
Love in our hearts and lives. With graciousness various people in our parish
give to those in need each Saturday
evening by preparing and serving a
meal, and at this time of year we give to
our guests some extra needed supplies.
We will give 30 Christmas baskets to
families in need and this year we will
give to help a refugee family settle
into a safe new
home.

I
have
always found
it interesting
that the writer
of the Gospel
of John did
not feel the
need to include any of
the warm and
fuzzy stories
about Mary
and
Joseph
and
Jesus’
birth followed
by their flight
into Egypt to
escape
the
cruel
King
Herod
who

As you respond to
the love you receive by giving of
what you have,
may you all find
that the joy of
giving brings Divine Light into
your lives.
Peace,
The Rev.
Lyndon
HutchisonHounsell, Tssf,
Rector

St. John’s Altar Christmas Frontal. See page 2 for the background on its creation

The Banner
The Church of
St. John the Evangelist

Volume 7 No. 73

Banner
280 St. James St.
London, Ontario
Phone 519-432-3743
Fax 519-432-5802

office@stjohnslondon.ca
www.stjohnslondon.ca
StJohnsLondon
StJohnsLondon

Co-Editors / Publishers
Bob Hayman
Michael Hayman
Photo Credits
Bob Hayman,
Michael Hayman,
Kevin Bice, Fred Munn
Patty Dobbs-Luxton,
David Hall
Rector
The Rev.
Lyndon Hutchison-Hounsell
226-977-2025
Associate Priest
The Rev.
Patricia Dobbs Luxton
Office—519-432-3743
Home—519-657-1046
Deacon Assistant
The Rev. Dr.
Stephen McClatchie
Honorary Assistant
The Venerable
Mickey Chovaz
L.Th.
519-472-8654

2

Parish News
Our Refugee Family
Is Coming
Under the private sponsorship
program, and through our own Diocese of Huron, our Parish of St John’s
Refugee Committee has offered to
accept a Syrian family, one of 6,
Stewart
whose names had being forwarded to McIntyre
the Diocese.
Their names are Mohamed and Samia Alfarekh
and their three children Ayman (son, 17), Ghaidaa
(daughter, 16) and Ahmad (son, 11) Mohamed is a
lawyer and Samia has had teaching experience.
They have been living in Lebanon for about 4
years, awaiting an opportunity to leave that area. They
will be coming to us to us and live in our house next
door to the church in the upstairs apartment at 284 St.
James St. (currently vacant).
They will be our responsibility to care for and
provide the necessary food, clothing, living utensils,
furniture, medical, educational costs and all arrangements for daily living for a period of one year.
It is estimated that the costs for looking after this
family for that length of will time will be about
$30,000. The federal government will pay ½ of these
costs.
Our refugee committee is currently advertising
for funds needed for our half of the living expenses
for this family, and has circulated this need to the
neighbourhood.
The congregation is encouraged to support this
project by contributing money to the church marked
“Refugee Family Project”.
As of this date, no arrival time for the family has
been established.
The Chairman of our Refugee Committee is
Stewart McIntyre, with members Susan Blocker, Vonni Collyer, Jane Fitzgerald and husband. Hazel
Elmslie, Helen Rickman, Tina and Rod Brawn, Jane
and Fred Munn, Mary McIntyre.
Of interest, the other Diocesan refugee family
being sponsored at this moment is by St. Aidan’s.

Rector’s Wardens

Church Secretary
Kate Drum

Refugee Family donation board in the Parish Hall

Update December 1, 2015
1. This week Susan and Mary began to move household goods into the apartment. Major furniture
items are pretty much subscribed. Pick up from
donors will be on December 15.
2. There will be a major cleaning “bee” on Friday.
Some painting remains to be done.
3. The first draft of the refugee information handbook
is expected next Monday. It is being produced by
Hazel and Hofsep Yusef.
4. Two committee members are attending the mental
health seminar tomorrow.
5. A member of CCLC (Cross Cultural Learner Centre) will attend our next meeting on December 11.
6. We are talking to two volunteer families from the
neighbourhood tomorrow with a view to having
them act as supporters during the first 2-3 weeks.
7. We need a volunteer as finance advisor fairly soon.

People’s Wardens
Murray Hunter 519-434-6126
Jennifer Munds 519-642-3584
Rick Mann
519-858-1030
Frank Franchetto 519 438-1931
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(Continued on page 3)

Christmas Altar Frontal
The Christmas Story as portrayed in the picture
on page 1 is a photograph of a unique Altar Frontal
brought out for use each year and used on the High
Altar for the Christmas Eve services.
This decorative frontal, which portrays colorfully
all the traditional elements of the Nativity story, includes a couple of contemporary animals, two cats!
Can you see them?
This unique portrait of the nativity scene has
been produced by a group of faithful St. John’s Quilters who, under the direction a very talented and expe-

rienced Quilter Barb Atkinson, met together every
week over a five month period , learning the skills of
quilting. What is unique is the fact that the images are
all “Appliqued” to the background quilt.
It has proved to be a useful tool for “show and
tell” portions of the Children’s Christmas Eve service
each year!
The names of those parishioners, who worked
together created this beautiful masterpiece, were
Kevin Bice, Tina Zink Brawn, Marie Hatherall, Ruth
Hodgins, Pat Knowles, Monica Mason, Krista
McCoy, Ana Thompson.
Thanks Barb!
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First Sunday in Advent

December 2015
carving, cupcake
decorating, crafts,
games, and singing. There were 38
parents and children that enjoyed
an evening together in preparation
for Halloween the
following evening
and All Saints
Day,
November
the 1st.

November 29 was the first Sunday in
Advent and the season was officially
launched as the children assembled around
the Advent Wreath to hear Fred Munn read a
prayer and watch Jane Munn light the first
Advent Candle.

Mark Luxton and Heri Frances rake leaves

Youth
Group
Report

Boiler
Replacement
Two new Boilers
have now been installed
with the associated piping and controls. The
final cost of this installation including engineering fees is $65,000 which
has been paid.

The new boilers

Funds received to date taken from reserves and donations from Parishioners totaled $16,000. The outstanding amount which
has been paid, has been taken from the Endowment Fund. A further appeal is suggested
by the parish council to repay source of funds
costs.

Parish Council Meeting

By Rev. Patty
Dobbs Luxton
The youth
decided to raise
money to help the
Selling Baked Goods
Syrian Refugees
through the
Mary Godwin, Evelyn
PWRDF. They
Godwin and Mark Luxton
provided baked
goods for coffee hour and for people to take
home and received donations of $266.25.
They followed that up by raking leaves
for donations and raised approximately $350.
In total the youth raised over $600. Thank you
to the people of St. John's for your generous
donations and thank you to the youth for taking up the challenge of raising money to help
the Syrians who are living in refugee camps.
On October the 30th we gathered in the
Parish Hall for a pot-luck supper, pumpkin

Notes from November 17 Meeting Minutes
Written by Mary Lynn Berthelet

Stewardship campaign

Potluck and Pumpkins— Krystle
Stephenson and two daughters Rachel
and Fiona

To date 53 identifiable givers have
pledged $146,270, which is an excellent average of almost $2760 per giver. Tactful reminders are being sent out to those we have
not heard from. A 2016 Draft Budget was
reviewed line by line. With an infusion 0f
$36,000 from the Endowment Fund, the
budget still features an approximate deficit of
$43,400.
A fund raiser for operating expenses has
not been included, This issue will be reconsidered in the new year.

Below, Mark,
Evelyn, Amanda
and Caitlyn
getting down the
Christmas
decorations from
the storage in
the Parish Hall.

The required improvement of our finances was discussed extensively. Thoughts and
ideas are invited and welcome from now until
the end of January.

Property
Alison Hannay reported that tenders for
assessing the mechanical, electrical, structural
along with heritage aspects of our buildings
are arriving. The Hazardous Materials assessment has taken place at a cost of $2500. The
current indication is that the $15,000 approved by vestry will not cover the anticipated cost of between $27,000 and $30,000 for
the entire assessment.

Musical Director Selection
We have scheduled interim coverage
through the Advent season and into the new
year, with the new director expected to start
sometime in mid-late winter. Two candidates
are being interviewed later this month.

Renew Parish Plan
The membership task force is to recommence planning shortly. Next meeting Tuesday December 15 with goodies to and from
good people.
Potluck and Pumpkin Carving Evening

Cody and Sawyer and
their pumpkin

(Continued on page 4)
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Ralph Thorn’s
Last Sunday
On Sunday October 18, Ralph Thorn
who, with his wife Frances who sang Alto in
the choir, played his last service at St. John’s
as interim Organist. Their presence at St.
John’s was greatly respected by our choir
members during their 7 weeks with us.
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they reconnected with friends, spending a few
days at a cottage in Muskoka, during which
time Alex proposed to Allie (and she accepted).
The trip back home to Canada seems to
have come full circle, from wedding renewal
to wedding proposal!
Phil and I as well as Allie and Alex enjoyed meeting you in September!
Weddings still matter! We must keep this
church open!

Outreach Committee
Report
By Cory Davies
December 2015

The Thorns, centre, and some of the choir.

Renewal of Wedding Vows
By Bob Hayman
An unannounced, but moving ceremony
took place during a Sunday morning service
in September when a “Blessing of Renewal
of Wedding Vows” took place for a couple at
the Chancel steps.
Not knowing who they were, I introduced myself following the service and took
a picture, hoping to use it in the next Banner.
Following are extracts I have taken from an
email received from the UK on November 3:
Former parishioners Marjorie and Phil
Stopforth, were married by the “ever charismatic” Rev. Bain Peever in St. John’s on
May 20, 1989. Two years later their daughter
Alexandria (Allie) was born and was baptised at St. John’s.

As chair of Outreach, I thank all of you
for the incredible support of many kinds
which you have shown this fall. We sent 40
grocery bags to St. Paul’s Food Bank, and
with donations and the work of the youth of
the parish, another $1100 dollars to the Primate’s Fund for the Syrian Refugee Camps in
addition to the $5,000 from Outreach. Since
the Federal Government matches these donations, St. John’s has contributed over $12,000
to PWRDF for the camps. The Aids Africa
Angels sold out on November 29 after
church. They were so gorgeous; thanks to the
Monday at One women’s group for their initiative for Africa.
In this Banner issue, you will see reports
of the sub-committees of Outreach. What a
busy and joyous autumn!

African AIDS Angels
By Jane Munn
African AIDS Angels are small,
angelic figures in imaginative garb,
created by the women of the Mon-

At that time, they were active members of
the Parish, involved as greeters each Sunday
and Marjorie was on the Environmental
Committee.
They moved to England from Sarnia in
2003 and now reside in Wellesmere, Shropshire where they attend St. Mary’s Church.
Allie was confirmed there.
When visiting in Ontario in September,

Typical Angels

Phil and Marjorie Stopforth
with Rev. Lyndon

day at One group. This project was inspired
by one which began almost 15 years ago in
Victoria, B.C., to provide funds to help deal
with the effects of AIDS on those left behind,
mainly widows and orphans. The idea has
spread to Ottawa, Nova Scotia, and California. All of the proceeds go to support efforts
in Malawi, South Africa, and Zambia, often
with personal connections to Canadian participants--for example, an orphanage in Zambia,
part of a centre founded by an Anglican missionary whose son is a Victoria Doctor. (To
learn much more about all this, click
www.aidsangelsvictoria.ca).
Eighty-five AIDS Angels went on display after the 10:30 service on November
29th, and at $10 each they practically flew off
the table (sorry!). The group plans to make 35
more in the future. Thanks, St. John’s parishioners, for your support of this international
outreach project.

Boiler and Building
Condition Assessment
We, your Wardens and Rector, write to
give an update on the boiler installation and
heating system refurbishing as well as the
overall Building Condition Assessment. As
you will recall, our meeting of Special Vestry
in August gave us permission to withdraw up
to $110,000 from our Endowment Fund to
pay for the Boiler Replacement Project. Back
in May of 2014 a Special Renew Vestry also
gave us permission to use $15,000 to acquire
a Building Condition Assessment, which is
necessary to plan for future building renovation and maintenance needs. We are grateful
for the generosity of some of our parishioners
who have donated over $6000 toward the
boiler replacement thus reducing the amount
we need to use from our Endowment Fund.
We are happy to report that the boiler replacement cost is only just a little over
$65,000 plus a few valves and thermostats
that will need some replacement and repair as
part of the whole system upgrade as was expected. However, in order to get all the
Building Condition Assessment Information
we require, it will cost about $30,000. That
being said, the lower cost of the boiler project
easily makes up for more than the increased
cost of the Building Condition Assessment
cost. This Building Condition Assessment
will help the churchwardens lead us to better
financial planning and help us to encourage
the growth of our Endowment Fund through
Planned Giving and Legacy Gifts for the future.

Card accompanying each angel
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2015 Christmas Basket Outreach
By Mary Lynn Berthelet
For 16 years under the
inspiring leadership of Chris
and Barb Atkinson, and
Marilyn and Warren Jones,
the St. John’s congregation
has helped hundreds of Londoners have a happier and
more memorable Christmas with our seasonal hampers filled with nutritious food
and specially chosen gifts.
Our members past and present have
donated countless hours of time and effort, organizing, shipping, wrapping,
packing and delivering these expressions
of our love and joy as we shared with
those less fortunate.
In addition to your willing service,
your financial support of this special outreach over the years has been truly outstanding.
Our Christmas outreach plans this
year have been tempered by some very
sobering realities. Sadly, there are fewer
of us than in the past. There are fewer of
us to serve, but more significantly, there
are fewer of us to fund the program. This
year, we fully recognize that your financial support has been requested time and
time again for a vast number of worthy
causes, and here we are appealing again.
For one, many of us are living on limited and fixed incomes, and requests for
assistance have bombarded us from so
many deserving causes, some I’m sure
close to your hearts, in addition to those

that come from St.
John’s.
Or, perhaps like
Paul and I and our family, you are already
supporting a loved one or loved ones in
need, and we recognize that this is also a
truly blessed use of your resources.
And thirdly, no one can deny our
goodwill has also been needed so very
desperately again this year, in faraway
regions of our earth, in places of terrible
devastation where suffering is profound.
For these and other reasons, some of
which involved aging backs and knees,
the committee felt that we have come to a
watershed, and some changes were necessary.
To reflect these realities, we are
downsizing and changing the Christmas
outreach substantially. We will now be
delivering a Christmas basket to our recipients. These will contain grocery retail
cards for the food portion of the gift, merchants’ retail cards for many of the gifts,
some may include bus tickets and all will
have small edible seasonal treats, including home-baked cookies from the St.
John’s Scouting and Guiding groups. The
cards will be purchased through our Fund
Script initiative. The baskets and the cards
and gifts inside them will be cheerfully
wrapped. We are hoping to offer baskets
to between 30 and 35 individuals and
families, all of whom are known to us
personally. Their names have been recommended to us through Family and Chil-
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dren Services, Margaret Nelson, with her
intimate knowledge of our meal plan
guests, and through Rev. Lyndon, Rev.
Patty, and with input from Rev. Rob, who
know the people who have become “our
people” from their ongoing ministries. We
have not been accepting any phone in requests this year.
How can you help?
Three ways, essentially:
In the Hall there is a Christmas message board with the names, ages and
needs and special requests of some of our
recipients. If you would like to choose a
specific gift to shop for and donate, that
has been placed there for you. Please
write your name on the white card underneath the request, and let Paul or I know
that you will be providing that particular
gift. Please also inform Rev. Patty if your
gift is for a child.
Perhaps it is easier for you to support
the Christmas program with money or a
cheque, so the envelopes have been
placed in the pews for that purpose. They
can be turned in at the office or placed on
the collection plate any Sunday this or
next month.
Thirdly, if you yourself are willing
and able to work as a Christmas basket
elf, a shopper, a wrapper, or a deliverer
with no heavy lifting, we would so much
appreciate hearing from you.
Thank you, and God bless us all at St.
John’s, where we continue to shine light
with active compassion, doing what we
can, with what we’ve got, where we are.
Below is the Plan…

Christmas Baskets
Our 2015 Christmas Basket Outreach will take place from
November 15th until December 18th. If you are willing and
able, please consider one or more of the following to help make
Christmas happier and more memorable for our individual recipients or families:
Choose, shop for, wrap (or not) and bring in a gift for an
adult or child. Sign up for a specific choice on the message
board in the hall. ‘White’ Gift Sunday is December 6th.
Donate by cash or cheque to help purchase FundScrip food
and gift cards, using the Christmas envelope in the pews. Give
in at the church office or in the offertory basket anytime during
November and December.
Become a basket elf: shopper, wrapper, or deliverer.
Contact Paul or Mary Lynn Berthelet (519-858-1990) or
Rev. Patty or Kate (519-432-3743). Thank you!
Christmas Basket Message Board in the Parish Hall

The Banner
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Outreach 5 km Fun Run/Walk
By John Thompson
Each October for the past 9 years the St. John’s 5K
Walk/Run has promised a lovely, sunny Fall day for a
walk. This year the weather gods failed us – damp, cold, even a
touch of snow. But the event didn’t fail in its goal – it raised a
bit over $14,000. That will provide almost three-quarters of the
Saturday Night Meal Programme budget.
To raise all that money, we had a grand total of 57 participants, about evenly split between members of the parish and
visitors. Visitors included folks from the Parishes of St. Jude’s
and Grace/St. George’s (Ilderton). Not content with providing
teams to serve the Saturday suppers, they walked (mostly) and
brought with them with several thousand dollars in pledges. We
had a goodly number of volunteers, including quite a few from
high school social justice groups. The St. John’s Marching
Band, conducted this year by Ralph Thorn, provided a musical
accompaniment to the runners and walkers at the start/finish
line. We also had a squad of police to make sure we were safe,
and a couple of them joined us after for hamburgers!
As usual, it was a joyous affair, made especially joyous by
the enthusiasm of our youngest entrants. And Cory Davies’
committee, now well-seasoned, made sure it rolled out smoothly.
But though the winners and the organizing committee members get a fair amount of recognition, there are many people in
our community who don’t, but who help make the event a success. These are people from outside our parish who recognize
the work we do on Saturday nights and value it.
Here are the names of some of those who, from the very beginning almost a decade ago, have given us freely their support:
Karen and John Hueston of the Aylmer Express
Ian Kennard of Willie’s Café
Hilary and Mark Pittam of the Oxford Book Shop
Brian Hagemaier of Runners’ Choice
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2015 Category Winners
Compiled by Susan Blocker
7 and Under Girls’ Run........................ Isla Harris
7 and Under Boys’ Run ................... James Harris
7 and Under Boys’ Cycle ................. Griffin Wick
8-10 Girls’ Run ........................... Grace O’Shaea
8-10 Boys’ Run ............................... Rowan Wick
Boys’ 13-16 Run ........................Aiden Callender
Women’s 17-35 Walk....................... Jamie Black
Men’s 17-35 Run.............................. Heri Francis
Women’s 17-35 Run........ Lila Kloppenburgerand
............................................ Julia Hathergall (tie)
Men’s 36-49 Walk .......................... Cody Barteet
Women’s 36-49 Walk...... Miranda Green-Barteet
Men’s 36-49 Run................................ Eric Drolet
Women’s 36-49 Run.................... Sara Middleton
Men’s 50-69 Walk ............................. Kevin Bice
Women’s 50-69 Walk.................... Anne Jaikaran
Men’s 50-69 Run.............................. Rob Luxton
Women’s 50-69 Run...................... Maria Celeste
................................................. Chick-Schleihauf
Men’s Over 70 Walk .......................... Fred Munn
Women’s Over 70 Walk ..................... Jane Munn
Dog Ist in Class in .................................... Barney
“Stop & Sniff” Category ............. accompanied by
his person, Pat Knowles
(also, special recognition in this category to Lily,
who completed the course for the first time ever,
even though she did so partly in the arms of her
person, Tina Zink-Brawn!)
Most Experienced Participant ........ Vonni Collyer

Steve Harris of Harris Funeral Home

“Last to Finish” ......... Pat Knowles (with Barney)

Susan and Brian Forsey of CyclePath Bicycles

Most Money Collected
16 and Under ............................. Mark Luxton
(who collected $970)

Michael Hayman of Hayman Construction
Other prizes this year came from Locomotive Espresso,
Blackfriars Bistro, Garlic’s of London, The London Barkery,
Kiwi Kraze Frozen Yogurt, Rexall Pharma Plus, Sunripe Marketplace, The Pristine Olive, and Mountain Equipment Co-op.
Finally, Susan Carlyle, of Carlyle Peterson LLP, donated the
T-shirts given to all participants.
Next year, join us in our 10th anniversary walk/run – it’s the
first Sunday after Thanksgiving!

17 and Over .............................. Hilda Bonner
(who collected $1,300)
Meal Team Challenge

St. Jude’s
Anglican Church
represented by Kerry Giver
and Glenda Hayward
(who collected $2,805)

Total Race Participants .................................... 57
Participants from St. John’s ............................. 24
Participants from outside the parish ................. 33

The Banner
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Looking Back
The Story of our Bells
By Bob Hayman
Parishioners or visitors
who enter the church
through the Tower vestibule
will notice hanging on the
east wall a framed story
(photo at right) with illustrations which is a copy of the
London Free Press article
“Ringin’ in the New” which
tells of our celebration on
Easter Sunday 1996 when
we dedicated our new Carillon of Bells. This laminated
article was forwarded to me
recently by Canon Bain
Peever, who thought it
should be mounted somewhere in the church to mark this significant milestone the development of our Church music program.
It was a symbolic event that somehow finally recognized
that we were able to fully justify the construction of the magnificent Bell Tower built as an addition to our original church
building constructed in 1888.

St. John’s in 1895 with the addition of the Bell Tower and church
spire, which was donated by John Kent in memory of Isabella Kent

A Bell Committee was formed to arrange for a new bell in
1954. It consisted of Messrs. W.J. Blackburn, J.W. Jones and
Donald J.A. Wright. This committee made several reports to
the Board of Management, who received several proposals
from manufacturers of bells, including a tape recording of a
peal of four bells.
In 1954 the Board of Management authorized the construction of steel structure inside the tower large enough to
carry an installation of a peal of four swinging bells.
St. John’s in 1888 before the construction of the Bell Tower

The church foundation construction commenced March 6
1888, and the total building cost was less than $13,000.
The Church Spire was donated by John Kent in memory of
Isabelle Kent.
The first bell used in the Tower from 1895 to 1916 was a
small bell taken from the first St. John the Evangelist College
Chapel. A new bell, the Elliott memorial Bell, was installed in
the church spire in 1916. It had been given to the church in
memory of Judge Edward Elliott and his wife Harriet Rudd
Elliott each of whom died that year.
This small solitary iron bell, which was manually controlled, marked special services and was tolled at funerals.

In 1955 a replacement bell “A” was donated my Misses
Elliott and it was dedicated on October 30, 1955.
A second Bronze Bell “C” Bell was purchased and donated by Walter
Blackburn in
memory of his
sister
Constance Margaret Blackburn.
This new bell
was dedicated
on April 29,
1956.
On completion
of these two

It remained in place for 35 years until 1951 when it was
found that it had developed a small crack.

(Continued on page 9)

The A bell is delivered
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installations, the church now had in place
two bells of a potential Westminster
Chime.
Over the next number of years, at the
request of various interested parishioners,
the committee received various proposals
to add supplementary bells. Various bequests were left as memorial contributions to future bell installations.
In particular, a bequest from the John
Jones estate of $5000, and the de Rutyer
Estate left a Trust fund of which in 1985
had amounted to $3973. Regretfully, the
Church Board was not able to add to
these bequests funds from the operating
budget, and no further bells were installed in the ensuing 40 years.
In 1994, Walter Blackburn’s wife
Marjorie died, leaving a provision in her
will that her estate provide “sufficient
funds” to provide the remaining bells to
complete the set now in the Church of St.
John the Evangelist.
The Rector at that time was Canon J.
Bain Peever, who activated a new bell
committee, whose members were the
Church Wardens and included the Organist Hugh Mclean. The Verdin Company
was invited to submit a proposal to satisfy this request.
They submitted a proposal in July of
1994 to supply and install a set of 12
bells. This proposal included two additional bells more than the original 1954
design, which would increase the playable repertoire. The installation when
complete would thus provide a total of 14
bells.
This proposal contained a cost estimate of $226,771 for a complete Carillon
and it was submitted to the executors of
Mrs. Blackburn’s estate on Dec. 5, 1994.
Approval of this proposal was not
received until Sept. 20 1995, when the
order was then placed with the Verdin
Company.
The Bronze bells were manufactured
in Belgium, assembled in Cincinnati,

Plaque in the church outside the tower door
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Ohio and shipped and received at the
church in February of 1996.
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They were installed and dedicated at
the Easter Sunday service 1996.

Postscript
During the years 1992 to 1999, the
parish had undertaken an extensive restoration project of the Church facilities including a new roof on the Parish hall, and
Christian education wing, extensive masonry repairs on the exterior of the
church, installation of new double glazing windows in the Admin wing, and
refurbishing all of the stained glass windows in the church.
The total cost of this work was
$650,000 which was raised over a six
year period financed by fund raising
campaign established from members of
the Parish. It was a major effort by our
church congregation members.
However, no major work had been
done on the Bell Tower. Following several inspections and reports by professionals, it was determined that the Bell
Tower, which now housed set of 14 bells,
was in need of extensive repair work.
The work involved scaffolding the
complete Tower, raking out and repointing all of the horizontal and vertical brick
and stone joints, replacement of spalled
brick, re-anchoring of all stone pieces.
removal and replacement of all deteriorated slates and flashings on the spire.
Estimates for the work including all fees
and appropriate contingencies established
a budget of $375,000.
At the annual Vestry meeting in Feb.
2001, this project was vigorously debated.
Some members were exhausted from
supporting the just completed campaign.
Some suggested that “we do not need
bells and “cannot afford such a new bell
installation.” “It’s not worth it. Let’s demolish the Tower and donate the bells
elsewhere.”
(An Architect had been retained and
produced quick estimate of such a proposal, of $100,000 to take such action).
The vestry did vote and approved
funding of the proposed work based on
taking all the funds as needed from the
Endowment Fund (as of December 31,
2000 valued at $686,392) and pay back
through a Parish Fund raising campaign
over a four year period.

From the September 2001
Banner article on the Tower
restoration, Rev. Rob Luxton
studies the brickwork patterns, and a sculptured face
at the top of the tower.
This again was a major fund raising
project headed up by the Tower Restoration Committee, co-chaired by Gloria
Hinton and John Howard, and assisted
Fund Raising Chairs Mary Ellen Kirk
and Bill Rudd, and ably assisted by team
members Don Hampson, Jim Good, Joe
Hube, Bill Fleming, David Watt, Ron
Webb and Doug Sutton.
The work was completed just under
the Budgeted estimate in December of
2001!
On September 29, 2002, a Tower
Rededication Device was held where a
plaque was unveiled which is mounted
on the South Wall of the Church just
west of the Tower door.
Currently, the 14 bell chime can be
activated from a new Carillon Master
Bell Controller system installed which
allows any number of tunes to be recorded from a keyboard , stored and played as
required. The cost of this additional system was donated by Gerry Fenwick in
memory of his wife Audrey and was dedicated in September of 2013, when a concert of 12 of her favorite hymns, were
played by our Master Carilloner, Alvin
Reimer.
Alvin advises that, currently, the carillon is programed to play the hourly
times throughout the day and every day
at noon two hymn tunes that he has selected are played.
Special tunes can be arranged and
played for weddings for a fee of $50.
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New Words for the Old Service
By Bob Hayman
Those of you who read
the November issue of the
Anglican Journal thoroughly,
will have noticed an article
“New Words for the old service: The traditional liturgy
gets a reboot at St. Christopher’s Church, Burlington, ON, located in the Diocese of Niagara”.
The story revolved around
the action this struggling parish took to boost interest and
membership following the Rev. Steve
publication of a document
Hopkins
written by their Rector Archdeacon Steve Hopkins entitled “Becoming
a People of God: An new approach to
Liturgy and learning”.
I was intrigued by this article because
of the challenge I think we all are facing as
Anglicans in making our traditional liturgy
relevant and helpful in today’s increasingly
secular world. The numbers attending our
regular services at St. John’s has declined
considerably since I first became involved
in the life of this magnificent congregation.
After a brief conversation about this
article with our own Rector Lyndon, he
replied as follows:
Dear Bob,
Indeed there are new liturgical texts being written in various parts of the Anglican Communion. What my colleague
Archdeacon Hopkins fails to mention is
that the Bishop of a Diocese has to approve liturgical texts and his Bishop of
Niagara is much more open and permissive than our bishop of Huron. I have
written and used various texts where I
have been permitted to do so. We have a
variety of people in our Parish who like
new and traditional, and it is also the
case that newcomers and seekers are
looking for our Anglican tradition when
they come here, but we can follow our
tradition while exploring language that
may speak more clearly to the world. As
per Article 24 the liturgy needs to be in
the “language understood by the people”
and that doesn’t just mean English rather
Latin. Though, as you know, many do find
it spiritually nourishing to use Latin occasionally. In order to grow, our focus
needs to be turned by the Holy Spirit onto
looking for where God is calling us to
serve in the world. How does this new
focus call us to pray and sing so that we
are empowered to go out and follow
Christ in joy and hope and love?
Peace

10
After reflecting on these comments of
Lyndon, I decided to write to the Archdeacon, asking if he would share with us this
document and comment on what they had
done.
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What followed was a 9 page document
“Our Story: What We Do & Why We Do
It. “Briefly, this is the process we have
been using to plan liturgy and learning at
St. Christopher’s since 2009”.

He replied very promptly and sent a
copy of the complete 13 page document for
my study and use as I saw fit. It consists of
an introductory 2 page précis of how he
felt. Quoting excerpts below:

Some paragraph headings and excerpts
are quoted below :

After almost 20 years as s a consultant to
congregations, I was very familiar with
the frustration I shared with bishops,
priests and lay leaders about congregational inertia. In an era when mainstream
denominations like mine were in steep
decline, our congregations displayed a
spectacular inability to adapt to change,
to envision alternative futures for themselves, or to have a positive impact on
their environment. It seemed that the people of God just didn’t have a strong
shared sense of who they were and why
they were there.
This was the sense of mission so eloquently summarized by the woman who
asked “Why can’t we just worry about
ourselves?”
Over the last few years, my Parish, St.
Christopher’s Anglican Church, has been
experimenting with a different approach
to, liturgy and learning.
In his notes that followed this preamble
he proceeds to outline what they are doing,
why they are doing it, and what is happening as a result and what they are learning.
He notes several caveats:
...this is a work in progress. Our approach to Liturgy remains an experiment
in which I expect we will never be finished learning and growing.
...our story is particular. This story of
liturgy and learning at St Christopher’s
arises from a unique community in a specific place at a specific time. The charisms of the Anglican Diocese of Niagara
and its Bishops, the pioneering spirit of
parish development over several decades,
all makes this story unique.
...for us this is God’s story I believe that
the grace and growth that have been experiencing is not our work; it is God’s
work among us.
Ultimately, I hope that you will be inspired, encouraged and challenged by
what we have to share and I hope you
will be in touch...because, in the end, we
need to build these relationships among
colleagues if we are going to get better at
nurturing disciples of Jesus who make a
godly difference in the world around
them
Steve Hopkins

Discernment Day...all parishioners are
invited on a Saturday AM for a conversation about what is happening in people’s lives and in the world around us
….individuals post themes for the coming year and people organize themselves
into small groups to explore these issues
more deeply…by the end of the morning we have a rough outline of themes
for Sunday services….pegged to the liturgical feasts and seasons of the coming year.
Other topics in this document cover Planning Teams,. Process, Implementation,
Why? Focusing on discipleship, Why?
Making the most of Sunday Morning.
Why Enhancing participation, Other
Innovations.
Moving Beyond the lectionary, (we
stopped using the Revised Common lectionary as a matter of course using only
two Scripture readings on a Sunday...while we may have moved beyond
the RCL I have been very intentional
about not moving beyond the Bible...We
stopped using historic creeds as a matter of course at all services because we
had little evidence that the recitation of
historic creeds had, in fact, contributed
to deeper faith or even intellectual assent...for most people they were unintelligible or reminders of what they did not
believe...it seemed that the recitation of
the historic creeds was an impediment
in achieving the larger goal of cresting a
community of God’s people equipped
for mission historic creeds.
The response has been dramatic. No
one has complained about the loss of historic creeds in regular worship, many
people have described a sense of relief
(that they are not expected to recite
words that don’t make any sense to
them).
Editor note: This entire document is available on request.
A very interesting but ambitious program to implement I would think, without a
strong desire from the congregation for
change. I forwarded this article to a number
of St. John’s parishioners who had expressed interest in the brief précis I originally sent out.
(Continued on page 11)
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Highlights The Hall’s European Adventures!
By David Hall
Sara and I had the great pleasure of enjoying the sights of England, France and Belgium for two
months this fall, something we had
often dreamed of doing. We chose to get to England
via the Queen Mary 2 from New York City to Southampton, something we highly recommend and would
love to do again. We enjoyed moderate temperatures
in England with surprisingly little rain for three A selfie in Bruges
weeks. This allowed us to enjoy many outdoor attractions including Hadrian’s Wall, the Pennines, the
Lake District, the beautiful fields of Sussex, Stonehenge, Woodhenge, Avebury, etc. Part of the lure of
England for us is visiting distant relatives (2nd , 3rd
and 4th cousins), ancestral homes and local archives
where we discovered new information about our ancestors (including the proverbial skeleton in the closet!).
After a short stopover in Jersey we proceeded to
France where we found the driving far less stressful.
Visits to sights in Normandy and the Auvergne were
followed by a week of Chateaux visits in the Loire. Enjoying a halfpint at the
We then drove to Belgium where we stayed in Ghent pub in Bedford established
for a week with day trips to Bruges, Ieper (Ypres) by David's GGGgrandfather
and Brussels. We were very impressed with Belgium’s architecture and the people. The visits to Ieper
and Passchendaele were moving and made us even
more proud to be Canadians.
We finished our trip with 5 days in Paris, visiting
the Louvre, Pere Lachaise Cemetery, the Paris Opera
House and just enjoying wandering the streets and
cafes. Throughout our trip we took in several concerts and church services, including Mass at Notre
Dame Cathedral. Our plane trip home was via Iceland
Air with an interesting but too short a stop in Reykjavik. In view of the terrible tension in France and Belgium right now we are very happy to be safely home
and grateful to have been able to see and experience
the beautiful wonders of these countries.

New Words for the Old Service
(Continued from page 10)

I received this comment back from a
faithful Parishioner:
I would suggest that St. John’s is in a
position similar to St. C’s in terms of a
diminishing and aging population and,
though many are involved in outreach
and other important activities, many on
the parish roll rarely or ever attend a
service and others who do show up on
Sundays and that's it.
To be honest with you, I think some of us
have made attempts to change the liturgy

The original keep of Arundel Castle,
built by Sara’s 22nd Great-grandfather.

David's 2nd cousins.

Stonehenge

readings, etc. and I think the results of
same are nil.
I lack energy to do much and I mouth the
words. About the only think I don’t do is
to sing the 3rd verse of “How Great Thou
Art” .
Having received and read all the documents and knowing personally Archdeacon
Steve, Rev. Lyndon has commented as below:
Dear Bob,
This is a complicated issue with different
solutions for different congregations.
As I said before, it is a matter of navi-

gating parish and diocesan needs and
restrictions.
Something entirely new would likely need
to be done at a different time in the week
and with lots of volunteer help for a couple of years to find success, and it would
require the approval of the Bishop.
Peace,
Lyndon
All of the above information is submitted with humility from the Banner Editor.
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The Fest of the Reign of Christ
Homily Preached at St. John the Evangelist,
London, on the Feast of the Reign of Christ
the King, 22 November 2015
By Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie
In my various academic
administrative positions, I
have had occasion to think
and speak a lot about leadership. We need leadership
but we struggle against it.
We do not want to be led
but we certainly think that
others should be led. SomeStephen
body needs to be in charge
otherwise nothing gets done McClatchie
but we do not want to submit ourselves to someone else’s rule. It
grates against our deeply ingrained notions
of individual autonomy, of our independence, and of our rights.
Our ambivalence about leadership is
reflected in the name of the Feast we are
celebrating today. When the Revised Common Lectionary began to be used in the Anglican Church of Canada it brought with it a
tradition of marking the last Sunday before
Advent with a focus on the Kingdom and on
the loving and gracious rule of Jesus Christ.
Both the Church of England and the Episcopal Church in the United States have retained the traditional name for this day—the
Feast of Christ the King—while we in Canada prefer to call it the Reign of Christ. Here
too, it seems that some people are uncomfortable with the notion of kingship, of the
necessary submission that we are forced to
make when someone else is in charge.
The Old Testament is all about our human need for leadership, about finding right
rule after Adam’s fall and the expulsion
from the Garden of Eden. Kingship, in particular, is a key theme in the books of Samuel. The people of Israel call for a king: they
want to be like other peoples and ignore
Samuel’s warning about what kings are really like. So God tells Samuel to give them a
king and he anoints Saul as King of Israel.
Well, that ended badly. Saul disobeys
the Lord and the Lord withdraws his favour
from him. Samuel is sent to find another
king and he finds and anoints David, son of
Jesse, tending his sheep. This is a different
king: the youngest brother, so unlikely that
he wasn’t even in the house when Samuel
came searching.
Today, we heard the Last Words of David, “the anointed of the God of Jacob.” The
model of kingship espoused by David was a
common one in the ancient world, with ties
to both Plato’s philosopher-king and Aristotle’s just monarch: The king is “one who
rules over people justly, ruling in the fear of

God” and under the terms of the “everlasting
covenant” that he has made with God. He is
chosen, set apart and anointed as a combination of prophet, priest, and king. But inevitably in the Old Testament the leaders have
feet of clay: Moses, David, Solomon all ultimately fall short. The view of kingship in
the Hebrew Bible is one of a human, all-toohuman king as an undesirable compromise
between the Lord and a faithless, human
people.
And yet the prophecy given to David by
Nathan was that the line of David would
never fail and that a descendant of David
would reign for ever. This is the promise
that we again heard in the psalm today. The
prophecy is that whatever the failings of
current kings, a future king, a perfect king,
will come whose reign will be without end:
an anointed one, The anointed one, the christos, the Messiah. But in expecting a Messiah, the Jewish people were expecting a
strong leader like David, who united the
northern and southern tribes, established a
fortified Jerusalem as capital, and subdued
all the enemies of Israel. They expected a
priest, like David, who danced before the
ark in his priestly garments. And they expected a prophet who would establish a
priestly kingdom and a holy nation according to God’s promise in Exodus and Isaiah.
A real King of the Jews.
A few weeks ago, social media was
all a-rage because Starbuck’s red
seasonal cup bore no overt sign of
Christmas, even in its secular guise.
Seriously? In a world of terrorism,
inequality, and poverty, this is what
some Christians are angry about?
This is what Pilate calls Jesus. He is
incredulous. This man, this pathetic figure is
the King of the Jews? This vagrant, this
trouble-maker, who didn’t even fight when
he was captured and whose followers fled
from him in fright. Him, a King?
Jesus’ disciples and followers expected
a David-like Messiah too and thought that
they had found him in Him. In the Synoptic
Gospels, it is Peter who speaks this aloud in
response to Jesus’s question: “who do you
say that I am?”: “You are the christos” [the
Messiah, the Christ, the anointed one]. But
Jesus does not always behave like they expect the Messiah to behave. Immediately
after affirming that Jesus is the Christ, Peter
resists his teaching that the Son of Man must
suffer and be killed and rise again after three
days. For this he is strongly rebuked by Jesus: “Get behind me, Satan!” It is this expectation of what the Messiah would be like
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that resulted in such fear and confusion
amongst the disciples after the crucifixion—
the Christ was supposed to reign, not die.
Maybe Jesus wasn’t the Messiah after all.
Jesus never refutes Pilate. He never
denies that he is a king. He only states that
his kingdom is not of this world.
As followers of Jesus, we are too often
tempted disagree with him. To desire an
earthly kingdom, one in which our faith, our
sense of justice is made to conform to a particular political agenda, whether left or right,
liberal or conservative. A few weeks ago,
social media was all a-rage because Starbuck’s red seasonal cup bore no overt sign
of Christmas, even in its secular guise. Seriously? In a world of terrorism, inequality,
and poverty, this is what some Christians are
angry about?
As we heard in the passage from the
beginning of the Book of Revelation, Jesus
is called “the Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the
kings of the earth.” We are to give him
“glory” and “dominion” or “royal authority,
” just as is due to a king or an emperor. But
unlike those figures, Jesus loves us; he freed
us from our sins and “made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father.”
Jesus is a King. Jesus is a Priest; he is
the great high priest, as we have be reading
in these last weeks from Hebrews. And Jesus is a Prophet, speaking truth to power.
Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s covenant promise to God’s people. He exercises
the triple office of prophet, priest, and king
in such a way that fulfills the covenant and
overcomes and redeems all of the failings of
leadership, of human rule, in the Old Testament. Through the Incarnation, the Word,
God’s very self, enters into time and takes
our nature upon him. Fully divine and fully
human, He suffered and died and rose again
from the dead, He ascended into heaven
from thence he shall come again to just the
quick and the dead. He is lawgiver, judge,
and ruler. All these things we affirm each
week in the creed.
This language does not always make us
comfortable: we like Jesus the prophet, telling off the Scribes and the Pharisees. We
like that He is a friend of little children. We
like that He loves us. But we do not always
like everything that He tells us to do—like
forgive our enemies—and our Western individualistic mentality rebels against the idea
of being judged. And so too often we try to
domesticate Him, reduce Him to just a
prophet. Make Jesus over in our own image.
But this is not what we are called to do.
We can think of the triple office of
Christ—as prophet, priest, and king—rather
like the Trinity: one in unity and insepara(Continued on page 13)
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ble. We should heed Jesus as a prophet and
worship him as the great high priest who
affects a mystical union of divine and the
human. We should also honour him as king.
In fact, our reverent submission to Jesus as
King is important because it keeps us from
deluding ourselves that we are God, that we
can control and mange ourselves and our
world. But we cannot. And this is hard. We
need to practice this reverent submission to
God, which is why we come to Church.

There is something wrong if we
praise Jesus’ name in the hymns but
neglect the poor and suffering in our
midst
We come to Church to hear in the Sacrament of the Word of Christ the prophet,
calling out the injustices and evils of the
world. We come to Church to encounter
Christ the great high priest offering us the
sacrifice of His Body and His Blood at the
altar and in the Sacrament of the Eucharist.
And we come to Church to worship Christ
the King and to submit to him as Lord.
But we cannot do this on our own. And
we cannot do only this.
That Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world
does not mean that we are not to be engaged
in the world. Far from it. Too often in history, these words have been used to justify
inequality, to avoid dealing with unjust social structures and systems of oppression.
Yes we are called to love and worship the
Lord God above all things. But we are also
called to love our neighbour as ourselves:
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“There is no commandment greater than
these,” Jesus tells us.
There is something wrong if we come
to church to worship God but never talk to
our neighbour in the pew or over coffee.
There is something wrong if we praise Jesus’ name in the hymns but neglect the poor
and suffering in our midst. These things
need to be in balance. We need to be in
communion not only with God but also with
one another, for only together are we the
Body of Christ: one bread, one body in the
Sacrament of the Eucharist (1 Cor 10.17). It
is impossible to be a Christian without other
people, without loving our neighbours, feeding the hungry, welcoming the stranger,
clothing the naked, and caring for the sick.
Jesus came into the world to bear witness to the truth. This is what He told Pilate
when asked if he was a King. John, in Revelation, calls Jesus “the faithful witness.” The
Greek word for witness is the same as the
one for “martyr”: Jesus is the faithful martyr; he testified to the truth and is model for
Christians who still die today as witnesses
to this truth.
How are we called to be a faithful witness in and of the Kingdom today? By worshiping Christ the King and by loving our
neighbours. By being shoulder to shoulder
together as a parish at the altar rail and in
our outreach programs. By remembering
that Christ’s kingdom is not of this world
and resisting any talk of a so-called War on
Christmas. By speaking out against poverty,
oppression, and prejudice. I have been deeply troubled this week by the outpouring of
fear, hatred, and even violence against Muslims that we see in the wake of the Paris
attacks. We are called to be faithful witness-
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es, perhaps even to be martyrs of a sort, and
speak out against Islamophobia whenever
we hear it, whether from our family, our
friends, or our coworkers.
On this Sunday Next before Advent, the
last Sunday of the Church year, we are reminded that we all need to place ourselves
under Christ’s Lordship, to acknowledge
that He is indeed King and that it is “he that
hath made us and not we ourselves.”
Many of you will have read The Lion,
the Witch, and the Wardrobe, the first book
in C.S. Lewis’s Narnia series. In it, the lion,
Aslan, allows himself to be killed by the
witch in the place of the boy, Edmund. This
sacrificial act invokes “deeper magic from
before the dawn of time,” the stone table on
which Aslan was slain cracks in two, and
Aslan himself is resurrected from the dead.
Aslan is clearly a Christ-figure and the way
that Lewis describes him in the book captures what I have been trying to say about
Jesus Christ the King:
And later: “People who have not been
in Narnia sometimes think that a thing cannot be good and terrible at the same time
(117).
This is the Jesus we meet in the Gospels. King Jesus, Christ the King, whose
kingdom is and was and is to come.
Lo! He comes with clouds descending,
Once for favoured sinners slain;
Thousand, thousand saints attending,
Swell the triumph of His train:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
God appears on earth to reign.

Stephen McClatchie’s Ordination
Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie was
ordained on November 30 at St. Paul’s
Cathedral, where a large crowd, including many St. John’s parishioners, attended the magnificent service.

Bishop Bob Bennett,
Rev. Dr. Stephen McClatchie
and Bishop Terry Dance

St. John’s parishioners in attendance included Rev. Lyndon, Daphne Bice, John Biehn, Fred
and Jane Munn, Isabell Biehn, Rev. Dr. Stepen McClatchie, Murray Hunter, Peter Godwin,
Peter Beecher, Peter Groom, David Hall, Petey Noble, Bruce Tuck, Sara Hall,
Margaret Kobes, Rev. Patty, Doug Mackenzie and Bob Hayman.
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Bishop Terry Dance
Retires
A very moving service took
place in St. Paul’s Cathedral, on
Saturday November 28 to honour
the service of the Rt. Rev Terry
Dance, who is retiring from active
Ministry as a Bishop in our Anglican church at the end of this year. A
large contingent of active and retired clergy attended in the pews
and the Cathedral, staff and musicians pulled out all the stops with a
very grand Thanksgiving service of
the Holy Eucharist. The guest
preacher at the service was the Most
Rev’d Terry Finlay Archbishop of
Toronto (retired).
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Wars” Rite, a comment which pro- A Sermon by Bishop Terry Dance
voked one of the clergy to greet the What Do You Bring To The Stable?
congregation with the response
Christmas Eve, 1997
“And the force be with you”.
Terry Dance continued his ser- Luke 2:1-20
vice at St John’s taking over the
What do you bring to this place on this night?
Sunday School introducing a new For some, I suspect you bring a nagging doubt - a
curriculum called “Come to the Fa- doubt that hears the story and finds it hard to believe
ther’’ which was obtained from a that it is about real people. It’s about Mary and JoRoman Catholic source, and used seph, some nameless shepherds, a couple of innkeepuntil he left the parish in 1977. He ers who had no room and one who said the best he
has recently stated to me that all of had to offer was a stable out back — people who like
the basic skills he has used as a par- you, never expected to touch God; people who took
ish priest he learned from Terry Fin- the short view that life is pretty much what we make
of it here and now.
lay.
In Terry Finlay’s homily at the
service today at St. Paul’s, he concluded his very thorough and complimentary review of Terry
Dance’s work with the words
“May the Force be with
You!”

I know that some of you bring feelings of loneliness and heartache — scars that you bear because
that’s the kind of year it has been — scars that are
made more painful by this season’s insensitivity to
the way you feel. Loneliness and heartache are made
infinitely worse by the season's untiring devotion to
friends, frenetic activity and parties, parties, parties...

Terry Dance moved on to a
variety of parishes around
the Diocese, including becoming Dean of the Cathedral, developing and perfecting a unique preaching skill.
In it, he abandons the pulpit
when delivering a Homily
and speaks to the congregaThe 2 Terry’s at the Reception in the
tion from down among the
Parish Hall after the Service
pews, chiefly by walking
From left, Don Hampson (Terry’s father-in-law), down the center aisle and deBishop Terry and Diane Dance, Archbishop
livering his sermon without
Terry and A.J. Finlay, and longtime former
notes, and thus being able to
parishioner Jean Peacock.
look has parishioners in their
eyes directly.
Several St. John’s parishioners
This type of sermon presentawere in attendance to recall the min- tion is quite unique. Having carefulistry of these two Terry’s when they ly prepared his thoughts and putting
served together at St. John’s in the them down on paper, he then mem1970’s. Terry Dance joined the staff orizes carefully what he has written
in 1974 as a student, who brought to and then delivers his message withthe parish a strong understanding of out the need of a podium.
the Liturgical movement, and with
His homilies have become quite
this background was able to help the
popular
and well received. We at St.
parish come to grips with the many
John’s
have
enjoyed his visits, and
revisions being proposed in Angliwill
be
welcoming
him to preach
can services. Following completion
of his studies at Huron he became this year at our Christmas Eve seran Assistant Curate. He also had the vice and, what he says, is his last
good fortune to acquire a wife from sermon.
the parish, Diane Hampson, the
Reproduced at right is a sample
daughter of Don and Lyn Hampson
of a Christmas Homily he delivered
During this period, the Anglican in 1997. Text was based on the story
Church was introducing the Third in Luke 2: 1-20.
Canadian Rite for the Eucharist.
A heads up for all St. John’s
which differed somewhat markedly families. Be sure to come to our
from the traditional Prayer book. service this Christmas Eve!
Someone referred to it as the “Star

Some of you bring hope, the wild kind of hope
that buys lottery tickets and fantasizes about how a
million dollars could change everything; the desperate hope that rides our shoulders in hospital waiting
rooms; the persistent hope that believes that somehow tomorrow, next week, next year, life will be better.
Some of you, regardless of your age, bring the
child in you — the child who doesn’t want to be
found out; the child in you who wears big people’s
clothes in front of mirrors and makes lists of the
things you will do when you finally grow up; the
child in you who is and always will be, captivated by
the magic of this night.
Most of you bring sentimentality — the sentimentality that sent you out shopping because it’s the
season; the sentimentality that made you more generous than you otherwise might have been; the sentimentality that brings to your minds wonderful images of Christmases past and to your lips the words of
“Silent Night.”
Whatever we bring to this place on this silent,
holy night, be it the joy of being surrounded by family and friends or the pain of a relationship gone bad;
thanksgiving for good health or frustration over
physical limitations; youthful exuberance or the fear
of growing old; our hopes and dreams or our fears
and nightmares — whatever we bring, it is the story
that draws us. The story of the Incarnation is still
what we, what the world, desperately needs to hear.
And so tonight we are bound, you and I, to Mary
and Joseph, some nameless shepherds, an innkeeper
or two who didn't have any room and one who said
the best he could offer was a stable out back — people who like you, like me, never expected to touch
God.
Homily taken from Booklet “I Speak to you…”.
published by Trinity Church Simcoe 2001.
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Update on a Possible Way We Can Help
Reconciliation with the Aboriginal Community
An updated on the story as originally reported in the September 2015 Banner.
The request by Rev. Gaye Whippey,
Rector of Zion Anglican Church, Oneida
for assistance from our St. John’s Parish
in constructing a Gazebo was outlined in
the Sept. issue of the Banner.
Three estimates have been received
for the construction of the required facility as outlined below and were subsequently forwarded by letter to Rev. Gaye.
(1) Hayman Construction, London
Estimate based on Cornerstone drawing (i.e. octagon shape in plan as per attached drawings) and constructed on a
series of concrete piers to support the
framed construction above grade and thus
requiring set of steps and handicapped
access ramp.
This pricing includes a metal roof
and all erection costs on site (excluding
painting of structure).
Construction Cost
Plus HST
Est. Project Cost

$50,426
6,555
$56,981

(2) Countryside Gazebos, Newmarket
Estimate based on a 12 sided dodecagon (24 ft. diameter). Structure is fabricated in the US and shipped to the site in
pre assembled sections for simpler erection including cupola, no shingles,
straight rails, fascia construction based on
standard drawings that they prepare additional work equipped not included

above—asphalt shingles, glulam beams
under floor, concrete piers, steps, ramp,
seats, erection of structure.
Construction Cost
Plus HST
Est. Project Cost

43,849
5,700
$49,549

(3) Hishon Woodworking, Ilderton
Structure is pre-fabricated and assembled as sections off site. premium quality
southern yellow pine, Trex floor, bench
kit, cedar roof shingles, stain or paint,
installation (no foundation or sub floor
included)
Basic Quote

49,900

sub floor foundation,
concrete piers, floor beams
Construction cost
plus HST
Est. project cost

3,000
52,900
6,877
$59,777

A reply was received from Rev Gaye.
THANK YOU. The native people like
to worship outside when possible and so
do the children in our Summer Program.
It’s Creator’s Cathedral! The Gazebo
would make this possible and provide
protection from the sun. We would also
share with community and use for Bible
study. I will now send your plans to
Heather at the Diocesan office because
she has a few ideas for fundraising.
Gaye
There has been no further information to share on this project.
Many thanks should go to our parishioner Alison Hannay, who provided
through her firm Cornerstone Architecture the working drawings last summer
for this unique project.

Financing this project, say for $55K
to $60K is a major task for our Parish at
the moment, and Lyndon has suggested
that we meet again to review what funding might be available from other sources
to assist the launching of this project.
Very vest wishes,

HRH

Parishioner in the News

Proposed Gazebo for Oneida as drawn
by Cornerstone Architecture, under the
direction of Alison Hannay.

Local Faith Communities Take Relevant Action

Richard McLaren
Since December 2014, Richard McLaren,
along with fellow Canadian Dick Pound
and Gunter Younger of Germany, formed
the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)
committee investigating claims made by former Russian
athletes, along with other disclosures coming from German
television documentaries, that there was a systemic, stateenabled program of drug use among track and field athletes. On November 9, 2015, the committee released its
findings in Switzerland, validating most of the charges and
leading to sanctions that could lead to Russian athletes not
being allowed to compete in the Summer Olympics in Rio.
“The last three months have really been allencompassing,” McLaren said. “But we were at it for pretty
much a year. I just want to get back to a normal life.”

Christian message in London

Muslim message in London
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Ask the Rector

all the world and to learn together to nurture our
faith;

What is a Deacon
- Transitional or Vocational?

2) Leading the Prayers of the People, which are
our prayers for the concerns in the world and in our
lives that help to empower us to find the grace to
work in the world to alleviate these concerns and
troubles;

By The Reverend Lyndon
Hutchison-Hounsell, Tssf
When Stephen McClatchie was
getting ready to be ordained a transitional deacon, on his way to being
ordained a priest, many people were
puzzled because they recalled that
several years ago John Thompson was affirmed by
our parish to start the formation process to become
a vocational deacon. These two processes and roles
take different paths and serve different purposes
with some of the same underlying principles. John
Thompson does indeed continue on his path towards his call as a permanent vocational Deacon.
The traditional role of a deacon is to encourage
us to move outside our four walls to serve those
who are outside our congregation, and also to bring
the outcast into our church to find a place to belong. This is the call to service for all Christians
and the deacon serves as an example to remind us
to serve. The word "deacon" is derived from the
Greek word diákonos (διάκονος), which is a standard ancient Greek word meaning "servant",
"minister" or "messenger". Among the more prominent deacons in history are Saint Stephen, the first
Christian martyr; and Saint Francis of Assisi,
founder of the mendicant Franciscans.
As a symbol of service in the world the deacon
traditionally performs certain duties in the Eucharistic Liturgy. They include:
1) Reading the Gospel, which symbolic of our
call to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ to

3) Setting the Communion Table, which is
symbolic of our call to feed and care for the poor
and outcast; and,

Passages

4) Dismissing the congregation, which is the
obvious time when we are sent out to continue our
service in the world until we gather at the holy table once again.
Simply put, over time deacons became reduced
to a stepping stone to becoming a priest, and that is
still a requirement of many denominations. However, in recent decades there has been a resurgence of
the powerful role of the permanent, vocational deacon in our church as the one who reminds us that
we are all called to bring our faith outside the four
walls of our sacred building into the streets and to
the people we meet in service and love. So while
Stephen McClatchie moves on to ordination as a
priest, we look forward to re-affirming John
Thompson as someone to serve as a deacon in our
church by fulfilling his call to be a reminder of our
own call to serve the poor and outcast.

Baptisms
Nil
Marriages
Nil
R.I.P.
Nora “Nonie”
Alicia Jeffery
October 21,
2015

At our next Annual Vestry Meeting in February we will all be given another opportunity to affirm John Thompson to become a deacon in our
church and this will help to take him on to the final
steps of our Bishop ordaining John a Deacon, God
willing.
If you want to know more about what it means
to be a deacon in the church please feel free to ask
John or Lyndon.

Upcoming Events
Sunday, December 6
Second Sunday in Advent
Wednesday, December 16
White Gift Sunday
Quiet Christmas
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
7:00 PM
Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist,
Church School Pageant,
Sunday, December 20
St. John’s Marching Band
Fourth Sunday in Advent
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
Sunday, December 13
10:30 AM Lessons and Carols
Third Sunday in Advent
for Christmas
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist

Thursday December 24
Christmas Eve
4:00 PM Child Friendly Service
7:00 PM Family Service,
Brass Ensemble
10:00 PM Candlelight Choral
Eucharist
Friday, December25
Christmas Day
No service.
Sunday, December 27
First Sunday after Christmas
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist,
Carol Sing

