
My Dear People, 
 
It seems just like yesterday, Margaret and I arrived at 

St. John’s for the beginning of my ministry as the 9th Rec-
tor of the Parish. So much has happened in these thirteen 
years for which we are deeply grateful. 

Bishop Bob Townshend contacted me in the fall of 
1998 to ask if would let my name stand for the position of 
Rector of the Church of St. John the Evangelist. I asked for 
time to think and pray about his request. In January of 
1999, after many conversations with him, the Bishop asked 
again if I would let my name stand. My response “We have 
thought about it and prayed about it, and yet have no clear 
understanding of what 
the Holy Spirit is direct-
ing”. His response “Let 
your name stand and let 
the Holy Spirit do its 
work!” 

On May 2nd 1999, it 
was announced that the 
selection committee had 
made a decision. The 
incumbency was offered 
to me and I accepted. 
Looking back the time 
has passed quickly with 
so many blessings and 
moments that have truly 
been gifts to us. 

St. John’s has had a 
wonderful history of 
worship and ministry in 
the old north area of 
London and beyond. The past thirteen years have seen the 
ministry continue. Worship and Music Ministry have been 
a blessing. Outreach to the London community, the Dio-
cese of Huron and beyond has provided opportunity for 
many people to be assisted and for many to assist. Saturday 
Meals, Refugee support, local ministry assistance as well as 
a vibrant pastoral and prayer ministry have been fulfilling 
for your parishioners and clergy. 

The passage of the years has meant that there have 
been many experiences that have touched me deeply. So 
many parishioners who became friends have allowed us to 
be involved with them in ministry. As is always the case 
there have been the difficult good-byes where many have 
passed onto eternal life. But there are also the wonderful 

times of ministry, worship and fellowship where long time 
members and new comers to St. John’s are involved with 
us in many meaningful times. of shared ministry and 
friendship. 

Over the years ministry for me at St. John’s has been 
richly blessed by the work and faith of Rob and Patty Lux-
ton. I am deeply grateful for their assistance and ministry as 
Parish Associates. As they begin their interim ministry fol-
lowing my departure, I wish them God’s Blessing and your 
genuine support! The Ven. Mickey Chovaz, Canon Bob 
Foster, the Rev. Doug Mackenzie and the Ven. A. Skirving, 
in their retirements have also been a wonderful blessing to 
your Rector and St. John’s. 

Our Parish has always been aware of broader social 
concerns and the implications of decisions regarding these 
concerns on us as the People of God. 

I feel that I have been 
blessed to experience 
with you the effects of 
discussion and action 
around First Nations Is-
sues, Same Sex Bless-
ings, Lay Leadership in 
ministry, and responses 
to a constantly changing 
world. 
As we prepare to leave 
St. John’s, we do so with 
deep thanksgiving for 
what we have shared with 
you. I ask two things of 
you. As the process for a 
new Rector unfolds, 
please pray for those 
charged with this respon-
sibility. Their task needs 
your support and pa-

tience. The person chosen by the help of God, will need all 
you have to offer, your prayerful support and your gener-
ous and sensitive care. As he or she comes into your parish 
as the Rector, they will wonder what will emerge as God’s 
work continues here. I also ask your prayers and good will 
for them in this undertaking! 

As Margaret and I take our leave, know that you are in 
our prayers and as, please God, we will be in yours. Thank 
you for all you are and all you have been in ministry with 
us. 
 
Love 

Don and Margaret 
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Reflections on a Rector’s Retirement 
By Bob Hayman 

The announced early retirement of our be-
loved Rector, Canon Don, has stirred in all of us 
so many reflections of life at St. John’s during 
his ministry for the past 13 years. 

Each of us will have our own memories, 
whether they be of Parish activities or personal 
contacts with Don that have made a difference 
in their own lives. 

Some of the Parish highlights experienced 
under his leadership: 
Financial 
 2001—Encouraging us to tackle the Bell 

Tower Restoration project and the funding 
required ($375,000); 

 2003—Accepting responsibility for financial 
share of the Diocesan settlement costs of the 
Mohawk Residential School Lawsuit 
($35,000); 

 2006—Recognizing the physical limitations 
of some of our spaces and encouraging the planning and 
funding of renovations to the Parish Hall, Office Admin-
istration, Library and Nursery ($238,000). 

 
Education 
 Faith Study Groups—Sometimes led by persons from a 

variety of faiths, and by lay persons from the Parish; 
 Controversial Topics Discussed—Same-sex blessing 

study group which led to the secret vote in church and 
approval of same; 

 Living the Question—DVD presentations during church 
services. 

 
Music 
 100% support of all in-house talent in its various forms. 
 
Fun and Games 
 River cruises, themed dinners, auctions, concerts, dances, 

etc. 
 
Don and Margaret, we will miss you very much! 

June 2004 
Admiral Don while cruising down 
the St. Clair River on a  Parish 
fundraising expedition. 

September 1999 

Margaret and Don with their dog Lucy 
at their new London home 

May 2000 

”The Canon and The 
Canonnesse”  participate in 
the Cirque De Monnaie 
fundraiser in the Parish Hall. 
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Don Tells us the News 

At the conclusion of the worship service on Sunday April 1, 
2012, a hushed congregation heard the following remarks 
from the Rector: 

 
“This week I discussed with Bishop Bennett stating that I will 
be retiring as a priest in this Diocese and as Rector of St. 
John’s, on July 1. 

 

Margaret and I came to St. John’s about 13 years ago and, I 
have to say, those 13 years for us have been extraordinary 
years. Many of you have touched my life, our life, in a long 
line of wonderful and joyful Parish experiences. I also know 
that there have been many times when I have been part of a 
close family event and for that I will always be grateful. 

 

I will be retiring at the end of July and I ask your prayers for 
Margaret and me and I know that you will be in our prayers. 
I know that the Bishop will have some information to share 
with the congregation shortly. The parish is well situated and 
the Anglican ministry does not depend on the Rector only”. 
 

Receipt of these surprising remarks triggered a prolonged 
period of applause from the standing congregation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where Do We Go From Here?  
By John Thompson, People’s Warden  

 
Since the announcement of Don’s retirement 

on April 1st, the Wardens received a letter from 
Bishop Bennett outlining the process leading to 
the naming of his successor. 

The letter also makes it clear that the Bishop directs the 
selection process for the new Priest and its timing, and that the 
naming of an incumbent is the prerogative of the Bishop. 

The process will begin with a meeting of Wardens and the 
Bishop, or his designate, who will then set up a similar meet-
ing with the Parish Council. At that meeting further docu-
ments (which will call for a survey of all parish members) will 
be presented. This will be the basis for a parish profile to be 
constructed by the Selection Committee and which, after re-
view by the Bishop, will be made available to candidates 
whose names have been brought forward by the Bishop. 

At one of these two meetings, the Bishop or his delegate 
will request that a Selection Committee be formed.  The mem-
bers of this committee will include the Wardens, the delegates 
to Synod, a youth member, and individuals from Vestry 
(chosen by the Parish Council and who will be equal in num-
ber to Synod delegates). 

In general, the Bishop will provide the Selection Commit-
tee with one or more names of individuals he deems appropri-
ate and who have expressed an interest in St. John’s. The 
Committee, after interviewing such candidates, may agree to 
recommend to the Bishop the name of one from this list, or 
request of the Bishop further names. The Committee may also 
suggest alternative names to the Bishop. 

It is estimated that the process may take up to six months, 
although it took some ten months before the last incumbent 
was named. There may be a similar delay this time. The Bish-
op’s letter refers to a number of parishes without an incum-
bent at this time, and we will be working not only with you, at 
the appropriate time, but also with other parishes. As of this 
writing (April 26th), the wardens have not been contacted to 
arrange the initial meeting. 
 
Banner Editor Note: 
A reliable source states that there are currently 19 Parishes 
with vacancies seeking incumbents in the Diocese of Huron. 
 

Bishop of Huron Appointment 
The Bishop of Huron R. Rev Robert T. 
Bennett is pleased to announce that Rev. 
Rob Luxton and Rev Patty Luxton, in 
addition to their present duties at St. 
John’s, will be providing Interim Priest 
duties at St. John the Evangelist, London 
as of July 1, 2012. 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

Parish News 

The Bishop’s Announcement 
Monday April 2 on the Diocese of Huron Web-
site the following brief item was listed under 
Bishop’s announcements:  
 

The Rev. Canon Donald R. Ford, has written 
the Bishop to indicate that he will be retiring 
as Rector of St. John the Evangelist, London, 
on the 31st of July, with his last day in the Par-
ish being June 30, 2012. 
 
Don was deaconed in 1974 and priested later 
in the same year in the Diocese of Newfound-
land, and came on the strength of Huron in 
1980. In his time in the Diocese, Don served 
as Rector of St. Jude’s (Brantford), St. 
George’s of Forest Hill (Kitchener) and St. 
John the Evangelist (London). At the Diocesan 
level, Don has been Regional Dean of Water-
loo and Brough Deaneries, and served on Di-
ocesan Council and Sub-Council and a variety 
of standing committees. Don was named to the 
Cathedral Chapter of Canons in 2000. 

Bishop Bennett 
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Yard and Book Sale 
A very successful Parish event took 

place on Saturday April 21. Members of 
the Outreach Committee, under the 
Chairmanship of Susan Blocker and 
Vonni Collyer, organized and produced a 
large Yard and Book Sale in the Parish 
Hall. The planning for this event took 
several weeks to come to fruition as vari-
ous Parish members were asked for assis-
tance in advertising for donations, receiv-
ing, sorting, displaying and pricing the 
material in the Hall during the week of 
April 16-20. 

A schedule of work assignments for 
five teams was established; outside ad-
vertising was organized; and layout com-

pleted of all the assembled goods in the 
hall which were then priced (by a team of 
three for each item). All of this was com-
pleted on Friday, April 20. 

Forty-two volunteers were involved 
in the project. 

The event earned a to-

tal of $ 2500 for the Outreach Saturday 
Dinner program. 

Thanks from the congregation to all 
who helped!  

 

Palm Cross Constructors 

The Organ Gets 
An Upgrade 

Parishioners will be familiar with the 
phrase “computer upgrades” as we strug-
gle with our laptops, Blackberries, iPads, 

(Continued on page 5) 

Gabriel Kney 
After 28 years,  once more on the job! 

Parish News 

The Friday Morning Team sets up 
the day before the sale. 

Joan  Floyd,  Gloria  Stennett.  Jane Munn, 
Helen Martin, Hazel Elmslie, Sheila Harris, 
Petey  Noble,  Ruth  Hodgins,  Nancy  Bell, 
Ann  Fleming,  Isabel Biehn, Peter  Becher, 
Nancy  Coups,  Gloria  Hinton,  Martha 
Calhoun,  Jim  and Deb Hartley, Mary  Lyn 
and  Paul  Berthelet,  Fred  Munn,  Ana 
Thompson, Win Jette, Betty Duffield, Beryl 
Murray,  Pat  Knowles, Win  Jette,  Jennifer 
Munds, Marilyn  Jones,  Frank  Franchetto, 
Sandy  Lidington,  Virginia  Hannay,  John 
Thompson,  Sean  Purdy,  Chris 
Sawruk  .Margaret  Kobes,  Daphne 
Chapman. 

The Palm Cross Construction Team 
Hard at work 

Catherine Ingram, Win Jette, Gloria 
Stennett, Nora Lanning, Isabel Biehn, 
Gayle Smallbridge, Martha Calhoun 
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and Internet service providers. So too in 
the organ world. Technological advances 
have increased the simplicity with which   
organists can pre-set the arrangements of 
stops to accommodate the wishes of 
composers of organ music. 

Our organ, which was manufactured 
and installed by Gabriel Kney in 1984, is 
a two-manual, a Great and a Swell and a 
foot pedal with mechanical key action. 
There are 784 pipes on the Great, 492 
pipes on the Swell, and 288 pipes on the 
Pedal. There are 10 stops on the Great 
manual, 9 stops on the Swell manual and 
9 stops on the Pedal manual.  

As Jenny describes it, “many organ 
arrangements list on the score what set-
tings the arranger would like and, if 
there are a large number of combina-
tions, I have to create them manually 
during the performance. These actions 
can interrupt  the flow of the service”. 

Two levels of memory were provid-
ed in the original, installation. The new 
installation will provide 8 different lev-
els of memory. This will permit a much 
larger number of  combinations of stops 
to be pre-set before commencing.  

Jenny is very pleased with this 
$14,000 “upgrade”, funded by generous 
donors from the Parish. 

 

New Sound System 
A special Vestry meeting was held 

in the sanctuary on Sunday March 25 
following the Morning service . Follow-
ing a detailed presentation by Church-
warden Michael Hannay the motion as 
below was presented: 

That the parish of St. John the Evan-
gelist proceed with the proposal pre-
sented by Horizon to the Parish 
Council May 2010 for a new sound 

system with a budgeted cost of 
$40,000. A fund raising campaign for 
this project will be mounted following 
the passage of this motion. 

The motion passed. 
 
Update from Michael Hannay: 

The new system has been ordered 
from Horizon at a cost of $37,584.68. 
Installation is expected to be complete in 
September. Fund raising to date in sup-
port of this project is currently at 
$11,400. 
 

Breaking Bread—A Video 

Parishioners will be amazed to know 
that a wonderful film depicting the Sat-
urday Night Dinner Program at St. 
John’s is now posted on YouTube and 
circulating throughout the world. 

The video was produced by two 
Western University students Roya Haka-
mi and Leila Almawy. Over a period of 
several weeks ending on April 10, the 
two women did the research by partici-
pating as workers in the regular Saturday 
Night meal program and then over the 
next two weeks attended in a profession-
al capacity as a crew, filming dinner 
preparation scenes and conducting video 
interviews with both guests and volun-
teers. Each person who appears in the 
film agreed to sign a waiver that gave 
the crew unlimited access to the use of 
their picture and their remarks, all as 
required by Privacy Acts. 

The four guests interviewed were 
Kenneth Oulerbridge, Elsie Kaupert, 
Diane Bamfeld and Stuart Sjalund. St. 
John’s family members were Margaret 
Nelson, John Thompson, Rev. Rob Lux-
ton while the balance of the hosts were 
from other congregations. Those in yel-
low shirts were from the Grace Church 
Ilderton (Anglican) Church. 

Back in the film lab on the campus, 
two weeks of editing, adding titles and 
music produced this seven minute pro-

fessional film. 
After reviewing various background 

music for the film, they selected the tune 
“Chapel Song” by We Are Augustines, 
from the Album Rise Ye Sunken Ship. 
Following copyright procedures they 
contacted the producers to obtain per-
mission for its use. 

As is customary with all YouTube 
submissions, viewers are invited to leave 
comments on the site. As of May 10 
there have been 208 viewers with 2 com-
ments. 

Parishioners are invited to view this 
film clicking on the link below: 

 

www.tinyurl.com/banner-may12-dinner 
 

A DVD version of this film will be 
available to be shown in church. 

Leila, a London native, is in her final 
year of study at Western for a BA in 
Film Studies. She has been accepted into 
a Master’s Program of the New York 
Film Academy in Los Angeles and hopes 
to make a career of a film director. 

Roya, from Toronto is an undergrad-
uate in the same program with another 
year to complete her studies. They were 
very moved by the entire experience and 
full of praise for St. John’s and the vari-
ous communities who have banded to-
gether to produce this weekly meal. 

When asked why they decided to 
make this film they replied: 

“We wanted to break the stereotype 
image of the meal program as being just 
a soup kitchen. Perhaps viewing this film 
will help dispel that image. Few in our 
society realize the need for help to the 
unfortunate disadvantaged community in 
our city. We were very impressed with 
what is being done by such a happy band 
of volunteers to assist them.  

 
 

 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Installing the new circuit boards 

Leila Almaway Roya Hakami 

Capture from the video 
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125th Anniversary 
Celebrations 2013 
By John Biehn  
(on behalf of the 2013 
Steering Committee) 

 
The planning for 

this celebratory year is 
well underway and 
2013 promises to be a 
landmark year in our 
history. A number of significant events 
are now in place and it is likely that a 
new rector will be appointed during the 
year as well. 

A majority of our former clergy and 
many of our former theology students 
will participate as homilists or celebrants, 
generally on the 2nd Sunday of the 
month. 

We still await confirmation of invita-
tions to the Governor General (a former 
parishioner) and our Primate and, hope-
fully, these will be forthcoming.  

Former rector Terry Finlay will lead 
off in January and Bishop Terry Dance 
will conclude the year at the Christmas 
Eve service. 

Other highlights will include the fol-
lowing:  

• Choral Evensong with the Cathedral 
choir in late February; 

• Parish Dinner at Huron College in early 
May (originally as advertised for April 
19th); 

• Presentation of a John Smallbridge 
original play entitled “2nd Stringers 
Social Club” in late May, and featuring 
an all male cast; 

• An evening in late September with John 
Shelby Spong, former Episcopalian 
Bishop of Newark, and one of the fore-
most theologians of our age; 

• Christmas season presentation by the 3 
Cantors. 

All in all, it will be a very eventful 
year in our Parish life. Stay tuned for new 
developments as they occur. 

St. John’s Women 
The annual general and dinner meet-

ing of the St. John’s Women was held on 
March 28. The work of Katherine Phul, 

was honoured at the meeting. She had 
been Chair of this group for several years.  

Margaret Kobes recalls “I thank  
Katherine above all for her gift of encour-
agement to me  to enter the circle. Her 
vision of an inclusive community was 
exemplified by how she took time to give 
a greeting in person, or by a smile and a 
wave across the room at Coffee Hour. I 
was influenced by her vision that St. 
John’s Women’s events were events for 
all women to come and to feel welcome 
in the circle of fellowship. Conversations, 
short or long, sent me away with a sense 
of understanding, hope and love”. 

Martha Calhoun was invited to give a 
special tribute to Katherine on behalf of 
all the members, and it is reproduced be-
low : 

It is a privilege for me, on behalf of St. 
John’s Women to thank Katherine for 
her many years of devotion to and 
leadership of this group. 
 

I met Katherine here at church when 
both of us were much younger and I 
was struck from the beginning by her 
kind and gentle spirit and her sinceri-
ty. She has touched my life and I know 
the lives of many of you. 
 

Katherine has worked diligently over 
the years to ensure that all women in 
our church have a voice and are heard 
and that the strength and breadth of 
our fellowship continues to grow. 
Through her creativity and organiza-
tional skills, we have enjoyed some 
very meaningful and memorable 
events. At one such evening Kath-
erine’s husband Jas prepared the meal 
for us and it was served by her chil-
dren Kailon and Marissa. 
 

Katherine, we all admire your positive 
attitude, determination and dedica-
tion. Someone once said “If you care 
at all, you get some results. If you care 
enough, you will get incredible re-
sults”. 
 

Thank you Katherine for caring 
enough. 

Outreach Brunch 
A wonderful Brunch was served by 

the Outreach Committee on Sunday 
March 4.after the morning service. It was 
a gourmet meal of a variety of Pulled 
Pork sandwiches, Strata. and fruit. The 
event was well attended and $800 was 
raised for the Council of the North. The 
Council of the North is made up of the 
most Northern and Isolated Diocese of 
the Anglican Church of Canada. 

 

Carlos and Irma 
Many of us at St. John’s had come to 

know Carlos and Irma not only as the 
couple who cleaned our church, but as 
friends. Their recent departure does re-
quire an explanation. 

About a year ago the firm that em-
ploys Carlos and Irma informed the war-

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Martha Calhoun, left, with Marissa and 
Katherine Phul. 

Translation of Guest Book entry from 
Carlos and Irma: 
A year and 2 months with you has been 
for us a whole life full of good 
experiences.  We will always remember 
you with love and gratitude. Please 
forgive our faults if we in anyway 
offended or bothered you. We love all 
members of this parish. 
A One voice and one guitar. 
Thank you and Goodbye. 
Irma and Carlos 

Entry in guest book in 
Wellington St. vestibule 



The Banner                                                                                      7                                                                                   May 2012 

 

M.O.B. News 
Our own M.O.B. (Ministry of Believers) 

group have been very active with fellowship 
and fundraising activities. 

 
Coffee House Fundraising 

On March 23, the MOB convened a very 
successful Coffee House evening in the Par-
ish Hall. It was a Fundraiser for CLAY, the 
Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth Confer-
ence happening this summer in Saskatoon. A 
variety of musical and literary activities took 
place as guests sat at table and enjoyed 
munchies and refreshments. 

A highlight of the Evening was a very 
moving presentation by Erica Howes. 

“A Slam Poem”  
Erica explains: Basically, 
it's a type of free-verse 
poetry that's meant to be 
performed. There's not a 
specific structure, parts 
can rhyme but don't have 
to and it has to have some 
kind of rhythm to it. So this 

poem I wrote is really sup-
posed to be performed. I just got into it re-
cently and have been to a few poetry slams in 
London, where a bunch of people perform 
their own poems, and they're certainly amaz-
ing! 
 
 

Banner Ed: the poem has been shortened 
(below), but hopefully the main idea of this 
art form is preserved. 
Palm Sunday 

On Palm Sunday April 1, members of the 
M.O.B. presented a Dramatic Reading of the 
Passion of our Lord. There were several 
scenes: Jesus’ Arrest, Peter denies Jesus, Je-
sus is brought before Pilate, Jesus is crucified. 
Playing the parts of Jesus, Narrator, Soldiers, 
Girl, Peter, Guard, were members of the 
youth Group: Michelle Baya, Cameron 
Howes, James Hannay, Heri Francis, Moses 
Francis and Emily Sandor. 

dens that it intended to ask, at 
the time of contract renewal, for 
a significant increase in the 
amount previously agreed upon. 
This led the wardens to put the 
contract out to tender. We re-
ceived four proposals. 

One was from Carlos and 
Irma’s employer. That proposal 
was in fact not an increase over 
the previous, but in comparing it 
to the one we ultimately accept-
ed it was still high. By contract-
ing with Cleanworks, we will 
save $400 a month – almost 
$5000 over the coming year. 

The decision was reached 
after a very difficult discussion, 

and the wardens realize that not 
all in the parish will agree. We 
can understand this – Carlos and 
Irma worked hard, worked to 
very high standards, and were 
‘muy simpatico’.  We will miss 
them. 
—The Wardens 
Note—At the conclusion of the 
Sunday morning service on 
March 18, Carlos and Irma were 
recognized by the Rector and 
presented with a gift of $625 
collected from a number of 
grateful parishioners. 

Parish Brunch 
A parish brunch, hosted by the 
Worship and Property Commit-
tees, was held on Sunday May 6. 
Over 70 thankful parishioners 
enjoyed a variety of quiches and 
pasta dishes and fruit salad. 

The net revenue from the event 
was $250. which is being given 
to the Sound System fund rais-
ing project. 

Brunch Clean Up Crew—Pam Rudd, Paul Petersen, Tony Rudd 

Erica Howes 

Carlos and Irma 

 

 Words 
By Erica Howes 
 

Dig deep into the silence you thought was dead, 
And listen. 
Listen to the thundering thoughts buried behind blank eyes, 
To the pitter-patter pulses speeding like ticking-tocks of 
time, 
That silence isn’t dead, if you listen 
If you listen to the words that aren’t said.  
 

The mind’s a constant roaring roller coaster, 
Of ideas, of thoughts, of feelings 
Of hopes, of dreams without ceilings, 
Of cravings, of wishes, or worries 
Of regretful screams, whispered furies, 
And of questions 
Millions of torturing, penetrating, unanswered questions 
Some you scream for the world to hear 
Others you trap, keep locked away 
Out of fear 
Some things you never, ever say.  
But all you want is someone to listen, to everything 
All you want is someone to say its okay…… 
 

Don’t spread rumours or gossip or talk trash 
For the slithering, sly snake 
That feeds on frivolous feelings, luscious lies, 
Hungry for those tasteless words that are fake…….  
 

‘Think before you say, listen closely every day. 
‘Cause when you hear with your eyes  
And see with your ears 
And feel words with your heart, 
You see what no one hears, 
 

So dig deep into the silence you thought was dead.  
And think about the words that I have just said 
And realize that words are never, just, words.  
‘Cause when you open your eyes, 
See truth past the lies. 
When you accept this clearer, changed world, have a brand 
new start 
Open your mind let others in your heart 
You listen.  
And when you listen, you understand and when you under-
stand, you’ll see, 
the beauty, 
the magic, 
of words.  
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The Music of Holy Week 

PALM SUNDAY— Brass Quartet Prelude playing 
partita on ”What Wondrous Love This is” arranged by 
J. Aylsworth 
 

Peter Godwin, Leslie Linton, Mike Godwin, Alan Tuck 

PALM SUNDAY—Percussionists who accompanied 
the Senior Choir Anthem “Antiphonal Hosanna”, 
playing tambourine, triangle, keyboard  

David Hall Conductor, Heri Francis, Emily Sandor, 
Michelle Baya 

GOOD FRIDAY ANTHEM 
—Pie Jesu‐ from 

Requiem by 
A. Lloyd Weber 

Soloists Sara Hall 
and Mark Luxton 

GOOD FRIDAY 
—Soloist Wendy Tooke 
Playing Soprano 
Saxophone accompanying 
Choir in Anthem “The 
Lord is my Shepherd” by 
John Rutter. 

EASTER SUNDAY 
POSTLUDE— 
Brass , Bells and 
Organ play 
“Crown 
Imperial”, 
arranged by W. 
Walton / 
J. Aylsworth 

EASTER 
SUNDAY 

PROCESSIONAL
—”Jesus Christ 
is Risen Today” 

EASTER 
SUNDAY— 
Senior Choir 
and Brass 
“Festive 
Praise” 

Tony Mosdossy, 
Don Smith, 
Stephanie 
Scott, Alan 
Tuck, Judy Tuck 
(not pictured). 

EASTER INSTRUMENTALISTS 

EASTER SUNDAY Junior & Intermediate Choirs 
—‐“Angels Roll the Rock Away”. 
 

Back row: Moses Francis, Heri Francis, 
James Hannay, Michelle Baya, Emily Sandor. 
 

Middle row: Mark Luxton, Evelyn Godwin, Amanda McConnell. 
 

Front row: Finton Tessier, Luc Tessier, Grace Tessier, Kaitlyn 
McConnell (hidden) 
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By Bob Hayman 
The recent narrow passing of On-

tario Provincial Budget by the Gov-
ernment was preceded by comments 
and criticism from the Opposition Par-
ties as might be expected. The debate 
seemed to revolve around the concept 
that a Balanced Budget to reduce the 
deficit was to be an essential compo-
nent of the plan, and the debate ap-
peared to be based on what programs 
were to be cut to achieve this goal. 

Only as a result of pressure from 
one opposition party, was there any 
sign of increases to be found for the 
disadvantaged, unemployed and hand-
icapped members of our society. 

A glaring example of this can be 
found in the fact that the changes fi-
nally proposed to the Ontario Works 
program were miniscule. E.g.: the cur-
rent $599 per month benefit payments 
to a single adult, no children,  who  is 
out of work and destitute, was in-
creased by 1%,  i.e. $6.00These pay-
ments are grossly inadequate. (See 

February 2012 Banner ar cle on Pov-
erty) . 

It would appear that neither the 
complaints of the recent Occupy 
Movement in this regard nor the briefs 
to the Provincial Commission by the 
Anglican Dioceses of Niagara and 
Toronto are being heard. 

The disadvantaged remain mar-
ginalized. Many newspaper column-
ists have blinders on. 

E.g.: Extracts below from corre-
spondence April 12, 2012 between the 
Banner Editor and Globe and Mail 
Business Columnist Neil Reynolds 
following reading of his column of 
April 11/2012. 

HRH:  …the grossly unfair gap 
between the rich and the poor in 
our country must be addressed if 
we are to be considered  a compas-
sionate and caring society... 
NR: Bob…You are correct that 
there is a gap between the rich and 
poor. There always has been—
though the gap is far less now than 

it was a century ago…I’m sure you 
have read the surveys which show 
that, for the most part, the poor in 
2012 have many of the same perks 
as the middle- class (including the 
most recent electronic games, nice 
cars and vacations 
abroad)...Thanks for writing, all 
best regards Neil. 
 

As a member of St. John’s con-
gregation who has personally ob-
served first hand at our Saturday 
Night Dinner program the plight of 
the disadvantaged, I am shocked and 
saddened when I read the words of 
Neil Reynolds above. I fear that he is 
out of touch with real life. 

Our UWO students who produced 
the video “Breaking Bread” (see page 
5) were deeply moved by their expo-
sure to this project. 

Our Prayer Book reminds us “ we 
have not loved our neighbours as our-
selves….have mercy on us and for-
give us”. 

 
Is our church voice relevant anymore? 
 
Below is one encouraging note... 

Are We Relevant? 

 

The email below was received by John Thompson and Rob Luxton on April 19, 2012: 

 
In February I wrote to you surrounding the affordable 

housing budget going before city council. On the table 
was a cut to affordable housing, which subsequently 
passed, even in the face of great opposition from many 
different groups in the city, including many of you who 
joined with me in a letter writing campaign and calling 
our city councillors, to voice our opposition as the 
church.  

Well, I write to you today to inform you that the cut 
has been reversed and the money has been returned to the 
affordable housing reserves. Speaking with a friend on 
city council and activist in the city, they wished to let me 
know that the pressure that came from so many groups, 
including the churches, was what ultimately helped 

change the minds of city councilors, who upon discover-
ing a surplus of 4 million dollars, their first reaction was 
to reverse a decision that was so unpopular. 

I want to convey my thanks to you, for all who wrote 
letters and joined to voice their opposition. Because of 
you, 18 more families this year will transition into afford-
able housing they desperately need and/or get housing to 
get them off the streets.  
God Bless. 
 
Rev’d Marty Levesque, 
Rector, 
St. Andrew Memorial 
London 

Good Afternoon Colleagues in Ministry 
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“Think Different 
- Accept Uncertainty 
 Part II” 
 
By John Shelby Spong 

 A  recent letter 
from an Anglican priest in Canada 

revealed what this priest believes to be the 
dire straits into which Christianity has fall-
en in that gentle land to our north. “So 
many of the churches are empty,” he 
wrote, “and the people who are left are 
old and tired. “Clergy do their best, but 
no one is really positive about the future.” 
He went on to say “We are seeing the death 
of the church in our own lifetime.” This 
Canadian clergyman had gone so far as to 
urge the bishops of his church to address 
this issue, but, he wrote, “They are reluctant 
to do so.” One bishop told this priest that 
the bishops “didn’t want to hear any more 
bad news.” If one looks at the life of Chris-
tian churches in other parts of the world 
through anything other than “stained glass 
lenses,” one sees a similar pattern every-
where. 

Of course, there will be those who will 
offer anecdotal evidence to the contrary. 
They will point to individual gifted clergy 
whose success appears to counter this anal-
ysis. People also like to cite third world 
statistical growth in church membership, 
but Christianity in the third world has yet to 
confront the intellectual revolution that has 
shattered traditional religious images in the 
developed world. They will not be able to 
ignore these things forever. It may still be 
comforting and even emotionally satisfying 
to think that there is a heavenly father be-
yond the sky who watches over us and who 
is able to come to our aid, but wishing for it 
does not make it real. We are, rather a space 
age people. We travel through the skies on 
spacecraft and we study distant galaxies 
with telescopes. The image of God as an 
external being, equipped with supernatural 
power and ready to come to our aid is simp-
ly no longer a compelling one. 

Elie Wiesel looked at this image of 
God through the dreadful reality of the Hol-
ocaust. A deity who could rescue the Jews 
from slavery in Egypt in the ancient world 
as the scriptures tell us, did not seem to be 
available to rescue the Jews from Hitler’s 
concentration camps in the 20th century. 

We are post-Galileo people, post-Isaac 
Newton people and post-Einstein people. 
We cannot think about God in the same 
way that previous generations have done. 
People in America did little more than 
laugh when evangelist Pat Robertson ex-
plained why God had not stopped the ter-
rorist attack on the World Trade Center in 
2001. It was to punish us, he said, for mak-
ing abortion legal, for tolerating feminism 
and for recognizing homosexuality as part 
of a person’s being, not an explanation of 
his or her doing. When he later explained 
that the hurricane that hit New Orleans did 
so because it was the birthplace of lesbian 
comedian Ellen DeGeneres and that the 
earthquake that rocked Haiti was God’s 
response to the Haitians for making “a pact 
with the devil” when they threw the French 
out in the early years of the 19th century, his 
words served only to raise the approval rat-
ings of the late night comedians. 

All of these things are symptoms of the 
demise of traditional religious thinking. The 
God we have defined theistically is simply 
no longer believable. Pretending that this is 
a temporary phase through which we hu-
man beings must pass will not help. Trying 
to do better or louder the same things that 
have not worked for years is to be so out of 
touch with reality as to qualify under the 
definition of insanity. If the theistic defini-
tion of God is no longer viable, we need to 
ask: “Is atheism then our only alternative?” 
That is the clear conclusion to which the 
rising tide of secularity seems to be an-
nouncing as its own. If we can begin to 
“think different” or “accept uncertainty” in 
the world of religion, as Steve Jobs did in 
his technological world, I believe the first 
step is to seek an alternative beyond theism. 
That is what I hope to do in this series. 

Was theism ever a proper understand-
ing of God? That is the first question we 
have to raise. Is theism not rather an expres-
sion of the essence of our own self defini-
tion? Is the theistic deity not a God created 
in our own image to serve our needs? 

A study of the origins of human reli-

(Continued on page 11) 

As readers will have noticed in The 
125th Anniversary Committee report 
on plans for 2013 Celebrations (page 
6), Bishop John Spong has accepted 
an invitation to visit us here at St. 
John’s in 2013. This invitation was 
fully supported by our Rector Canon 
Don Ford. 

 

He is the retired Episcopal Bishop of 
Newark, New Jersey and  a liberal 
theologian, who calls for a fundamen-
tal rethinking of Christian belief away 
from theism and from traditional doc-
trines. (When asked for his opinion of 
JS, Archie Skirving replied “He is 
just inside the  tent!”). 

 

He is a prolific writer, produced over 
20 books, currently writes and pub-
lishes a regular column available on-
line. 
 

Reproduced below is one of his recent 
columns “Think Different-Accept Un-
certainty Part II”. 
 

It is one of a series based on the mot-
to of Steve Jobs, the founder of Apple 
Corporation. Quoting JS “One of 
Steve Job’s secrets was that he was 
never willing to live inside the bound-
aries of the given. He adopted as the 
motto of the company “Think Differ-
ent”. I grant you that he would have 
been more grammatically correct if 
his words had been “Think Different-
ly”, but things like that mattered little 
to this man. Later he added the slo-
gan “Accept Uncertainty”. The more 
I thought about Steve Jobs slo-
gans .the more I yearned to make 
them the mottos of the Christian 
Church, though there is little evi-
dence inside institutional Christianity 
today that anyone would be respon-
sive to either slogan” 
 
 The Banner hopes this column  will 
give our Parishioners a brief insight 
into the mind of this, often controver-
sial, but thoughtful, Anglican scholar 
who provides a very contemporary 
interpretation of the Biblical stories.  

Bishop John Spong to visit St. John’s 

“So	many	of	the	churches	
are	empty,”	he	wrote,	
“and	the	people	who	are	
left	are	old	and	tired”	
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gion reveals that the birth of self-
consciousness was simultaneous with the 
birth of religion. It was in the trauma of 
awaking to an awareness of self-hood in 
the midst of a vast and frequently inhospi-
table world that caused human beings for 
the first time to postulate the existence of a 
power greater than ourselves to whom we 
could appeal for help. This power had to 
be like us, but with all our limitations re-
moved. That definition is still apparent in 
the words we use to describe the theistic 
God we continue to worship. When ana-
lyzed that deity is little more than a human 
being freed from the limits of human life. 
Human beings are “mortal” and “finite.” 
God transcends that limit and is therefore 
called “immortal” and “infinite.” Human 
beings are limited in power. God is not 
limited and is therefore called 
“omnipotent.” Human beings are bound 
inside time and space. God is not so bound 
and so we call God “timeless” and 
“omnipresent.” Human beings are limited 
in knowledge, but we presume that God 
knows all things and so we call God 
“omniscient.” We could go on and on but 
the pattern is clear. We human beings cre-
ated the theistic definition of God as a way 
to define our yearning for God to be what 
we needed God to be. It was not the other 
way around. We never stopped, however, 
to recognize that the idea of God as a be-
ing, outside the limits of time and space 
and equipped with the supernatural power 
to come to us in times of need was not a 
revealed truth about the nature of God, but 
a human creation, a human construct! No 
human creation is eternal. Theism, as a 
human idea, can, therefore, die without 
God dying. Our definition and the reality 
we are trying to define are never the same. 
The death of theism seems to me to be 
what we are experiencing today. If that is 
the only definition of God that we know, 
we will inevitably experience theism’s 
death as the death of God! 

We need to ask if there were any non-
theistic words and concepts used in the 
biblical story to define God. A biblical 
search reveals that there were, but the the-
istic definition was so dominant that those 
other ideas never rose to become anything 

more than a very limited minority pres-
ence. Perhaps, however, in these minority 
understandings something might be found 
to help us to separate “God” from our 
“definitions of God.” It is worth taking a 
look. 

The earliest biblical “minority report” 
on the understanding of God’s nature is 
found at the very beginning of the biblical 
story. God in that narrative is identified 
first with breath and later with wind. God 
breathed into Adam at the moment of crea-
tion and that enabled Adam to come alive. 
The idea in this metaphor was that God 
was to be understood not as a being, but as 
a permeating presence that lived in us and 
through us. The effect of the presence of 
God within us was to enable us to come 
alive. In a secondary way, breath in living 
things was then identified with the wind, 
but its function was identical with breath. 
The wind was the life force which animat-
ed and vitalized the whole natural order. 
The wind was mysterious. It could be ex-
perienced, but not captured. We could see 
the wind’s effects, but not the wind itself. 
We did not know from whence the wind 
came or where the wind went. We could 
never contain it. All we knew was that 
wind made vital the trees and the forests. 
So the wind came to be thought of as the 
breath of God flowing through the whole 
world and whatever it touched it brought to 
life. It was still only an analogy, but it was 
a non-theistic analogy, and as such it 
brought us into a new realm of possibility. 
In time the wind became a synonym for 
the Holy Spirit, the most mysterious part 
of God. In the dream of Ezekiel recorded 
in the 37th chapter of the book that bears 
his name, the wind of God was said to 
have blown over a valley filled with the 
dead, dry bones of the Jewish nation, now 
defeated and with no hope for life, and that 
wind brought those bones back to living. 
“The toe bone got connected to the foot 
bone.” In the Pentecost story found in the 
2nd chapter of Acts, the Spirit fell upon the 
gathered community of believers and 
called them to a new level of life, life be-
yond the boundaries of their defensive, 
tribal fears. In the power of the Spirit they 
were one people and could communicate 
in the language they each understood. In 
our creeds we still define the Holy Spirit as 
“the Lord and giver of life.” So God, even 
in the Bible, was not always an external 
invader of life. God was life itself. The 
theistic definition is not, therefore, the only 
way that human beings can conceive of 

God. God was thought of as that which 
flows through and unites all living things 
from the original single cells of life to the 
self-conscious creatures who can and do 
commune with this life force in an activity 
called worship. Worship is not just a ritual 
act, it is also self-conscious living. It is 
living fully! 

The primitive theistic being who an-
swers our prayers and comes to our aid has 
been destroyed by the advance of human 
knowledge. As theism dies, however, does 
this not call us into the development of a 
new way of understanding that which is 
unlimited, transcendent and yet still might 
be real? As the God definitions of antiquity 
die, can we still be God-intoxicated, fully 
alive believers and yet not be theists?  I 
think we can and this is the first step, I 
believe, into thinking differently and ac-
cepting uncertainty inside our religious 
life. 

File these thoughts for now.  We shall 
return to this exploration. 

Favourite it may be, but, do you 
recognize that tune? 

As the Offertory concludes, and, the 
gifts are brought forward, our Parish 
Organist plays a Hymn tune. It’s called 
St. Columba. Charles V. Stanford took 
an ancient Celtic melody and arranged it 
as a Hymn tune for the first edition of 
Hymns Ancient and Modern in 1904. In 
that Hymnal, and in our previous red 
Hymn Book 132, the words, The King 
of  Love my shepherd is, a paraphrase of 
Psalm 23, were set to the tune. 

In Common Praise, our current 
Hymn Book,  the words are Hymn 
520,  and,  in the fine print at the bottom 
of the page,  this instruction: “alternative 
tune St. Columba 65”. Through a haunt-
ing Celtic melody, so lovingly played, 
the Good Shepherd Psalm is part of our 
Sunday liturgy, reflecting in sound, the 
sparkling beauty of the Good Shepherd 
window over the Holy Table. 

Yes, a real parish favourite. 
————————————— 
Do you have a favourite hymn? Let 

the Banner know, and our experienced 
archivist will give you some history! 

A Parish Favourite 
—Saint Columba 

Theism, as a human idea, 
can, therefore, die without 
God dying 



The Banner                                                                                    12                                                                                   May 2012 

 

By Helen Martin 
Have you ever no-

ticed that in the challeng-
es of the English lan-
guage, many assump-
tions are made about the days of the 
week? For instance, “Monday” could well 
be “Mournday” as ‘mourn’ the return to 
work or school. “Sunday” sometime 
equates with coffee and the New York 
Times, or a sun-filled kitchen with a 
tempting brunch. TGIF has little need for 
translation. No matter what, we are con-
stantly reminded by neighbours, retail 
staff, and friends to “Have a good day”.  

At the same time, whether it be in 
education, medicine, lifestyle, or even 
church, there is change. This has hap-
pened to the days of the week as well ... 
we can shop anywhere on Sunday, we 
don’t “dine fancy” on Mondays as many 
top restaurants close that day. Hopefully, 
there is renewed respect for the spirituali-
ty patterns some of our neighbours prac-
tise on Fridays or Saturdays. Rapid and 
sometimes hard-to-understand change is 
everywhere. Why not start thinking of 
each day of the week differently? What if 
we replaced the sometimes less than sin-
cere "Have a good day” with “Have a 
GOD day?” ... and really mean it? 

Indulge me as I look back on one of 
my personal GOD DAYS! It was, by the 
old nomenclature, a Sunday. I woke up 
with a whole day ahead of me to do with 
as I pleased. It now is well into Lent, ... 
specifically, March 25th ... and I had been 
remiss in making commitments to a Len-
ten spiritual focus. Deciding it is never 
too late, I headed out to visit a very spe-
cial parish on the outskirts of London ... 
Christ Church adjacent to the Glanworth 
curve. Rishi Sativihari, well known now 
within our St. John’s parish, is presently 
pastor to a 2-point posting with Glan-
worth and Lambeth parishes. The Glan-
worth Curve is historical for the number 
of car accidents that happen there. Glan-
worth is also home to a gracious and his-
toric Anglican parish situated on a beauti-
ful piece of God’s land. It is enhanced 
with a carefully tended churchyard where 
many of the founding members have 
found their final resting place.  

It now is a very small parish ... proba-
bly less than twenty in attendance that 
day ... but welcoming members made me 
feel so at home. I explained that I was 
from a parish where Rishi has been an 
active participant, and they made me feel 
so welcome. The greeter for the day im-
mediately introduced me to both wardens 
as well as other parishioners. Another 
member made sure I had the week’s bul-
letin and a computer driven Order of Ser-
vice which replaced their aging BCP’s. 
The smaller red books were becoming a 
little less durable, having been lovingly 
handled by worshipping hands for so 
many years, The Eucharist is celebrated 
once a month. The 9:30 Morning Prayer 
service begins. 

Music is provided by a young man 
playing enthusiastically on an older organ 
and the congregation sings its enthusiastic 
best as it joins in. Pastor Rishi, as ever, 
gave a thoughtful and meaningful Homi-
ly. At the end of the service, Rishi also 
handed out a beautifully prepared 
“Reflections for Holy Week” booklet that 
included the texts for all his Lenten 
presentations ... from Ash Wednesday to 
the 5th Sunday of Lent, and a taste of 
something to consider for Transfiguration 
Sunday. The suggestion was offered that 
this might provide a reading guide for 
Holy Week. He was correct! I’m not giv-
ing up my copy yet, but eventually the 
booklet will be in St. John’s library. The 
service ended with an invitation to the 
parish hall for the ACW meeting and a 
coffee hour. Also announced was a notice 
that the Monday tart-baking gathering 
would begin 8:00 a.m. instead of 8:30 
a.m. to accommodate a funeral time. I 
quietly slipped away. It was the begin-
ning of a good God Day. 

I knew there was to be a special ves-
try meeting to address the need for an 
investment in a new audio system for St. 
John’s. For this reason, I made it back to 
the city in time to participate in the vote. 
It passed in the affirmative. The parish 
family’s willingness to finance this pro-
ject has ensured that my aging ears will 
be enabled to hear, learn, and enjoy the 

God-given words, music and guidance of 
my church family. The gift of a generous 
God Day continues.  

I return to my home, check my date 
book, and realize that it is my sister’s 
83rd birthday. She is wheelchair-bound in 
a nursing home facility in Saanichton, 
BC. Despite her constant pain, she sound-
ed so bright and cheery when I called. 
Some memory loss is evident, but we 
chatted about happier times that were 
well remembered. For both my sister and 
her caregivers, God walks and works in 
all of them.  By working together, all ap-
pear to respond to the wants and true 
needs of each other, easing  concern for 
my sister. Nursing home needs are 
soothed through compassionate care eve-
ry God Day. 

This day slips by, but not before my 
friends come to pick me up to take me to  
their home for a delicious dinner. Like 
myself, they had moved from the country 
back to the city. While we do not see each 
other as often as preferred, shared experi-
ences promote shared bonds. Our bodies 
were well nourished before we left for 
Centennial Hall to attend an outstanding 
concert. Orchestra London was paired 
with The London Police Pipes and 
Drums, our host being a piper. Conductor 
Alain Trudel even played his trombone 
for an awesome rendering of Stardust at 
one point! 

The evening provided the icing-on-
the-cake for this particular God Day. Re-
splendent in talent, vision, sound, and 
committed sharing, it was a celebratory 
evening of pure joy. Performed to a cross-
generational audience, the purpose was to 
support the troops and the families of the 
London Military Family Resource Centre. 
The LMFRC’s Mission is to enhance the 
quality of life of military families across 
Southwestern Ontario. It provides many 
programs to foster the health and general 
well-being of families, aligned with a 
vision of capable and connected military 
families. This organization salutes the 
Strength Behind the Uniform. 

General Dynamics/Land Systems 
Canada paid for the rental of Centennial 
Hall; Orchestra London donated their 
talent; The London Police Pipes and 
Drums were extraordinary as they played 
medleys exhibiting expertise in about 30 
well known musical selections. Volun-
teers helped you to find a spot to sit at 
cabaret-style tables in the Hall. They also 

(Continued on page 13) 

Have a (Good) 

GOD Day 

Pastor Rishi, as ever, gave a 
thoughtful and meaningful Homily. 

It was the beginning of 
a good God Day. 
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manned a very low-key donation box in 
the foyer should you wish to make a do-
nation. The Pipe music was executed 
without one single piece of sheet music 
to prompt the player and the music was 
performed flawlessly on each nine-note 
bagpipe. It should be noted that these 
instruments as well as the accompanying 
drums are not small, light objects to han-
dle ... and I suggest that the musicians 
must have massive lungs the size of bas-
ketballs to so professionally master the 
challenges of pipes! Many of the selec-
tions were Celtic in origin; others remi-
niscent of what pipers played during the 
world wars. The pipers were resplendent 
in kilts of the Macgregor tartan in honour 
of Peter Macgregor, the first settler at the 

forks of the Thames River.  

There was a brief Intermission be-
fore Orchestra London ... such an incred-
ibly gifted group ... played everything 
from a March Medley, a Victory at Sea 
Suite, and more. Then the glorious fina-
le! The pipers returned to join Orchestra 
London in playing together Pomp and 
Circumstance. The standing ovation was 
instantaneous and overwhelming. The 
audience was invited to participate in 
singing the chorus. That alone gave cre-

dence to the words of the song as the 
listener is encouraged to consider the 
final words ... “God who made thee 
mighty, make thee mightier yet”. You 
left the site knowing with all certainty 
that this was indeed a most moving God 
Day. 

I write of March 25th. Today is dif-
ferent; tomorrow is unknown. All days 
are blessed. Enough! I write like I talk ... 
too much! 

But I offer a challenge. Would you 
consider setting aside some time most 
days to acknowledge how God has been 
at work in and for you as that day un-
folded? Small or large, recognition of 
God-given gifts merits our unceasing 
thanks and praise. 

HAVE A GOD DAY! Shalom. 

(Continued from page 12) 

By Margaret Kobes 
My interest in 

Wilfred Cantwell 
Smith (1916-2000), 
began four years 
ago at Huron Uni-
versity College 
while working on 
the topic, "Christian 
Theology and Religious Pluralism". Dr. 
Gary Badcock, Theologian, Faculty of 
Theology, encouraged me to explore 
Smith's writings as a part of the subject. 
I had only time then to scratch the sur-
face of this influential Christian compar-
ativist and specialist in Islam. In the Fall 
Semester of 2011, however, I was able to 

study Smith in greater depth by complet-
ing an Independent Study under the su-
pervision of Dr. William Acres, Profes-
sor of Comparative Religion and Histo-
ry, Faculty of Theology. 

Wilfred Cantwell Smith (variously 
called Cantwell Smith), (1916-2000), an 
ordained Presbyterian minister, an influ-
ential Canadian scholar, considered by 

some to be one of the most influential 
thinkers on the comparative study of 
religion in the last half of the 20th centu-
ry, is relatively unknown to most Cana-
dians. He was a recipient of honorary 
degrees, elected to the Royal Society of 
Canada and an Officer of the Order of 
Canada. His death was noted not only in 
many Canadian newspapers, but also in 
The New York Times. A funeral service 
was held from his home church, Knox 
Presbyterian in Toronto, while memorial 
services were held in his honour at both 
McGill and Harvard Universities. 

His work continues to receive aca-
demic attention. In 2008, Amir Hussain, 
a Canadian Muslim scholar of Islam 
said, “I had the great privilege of being 
mentored by one of the two or three 
greatest scholars of religion of the past 

century, Professor Wilfred Cantwell 
Smith”. In 2011, Hussain, as the new 
editor of the Journal of the American 
Academy of Religion, again spoke of the 
“extraordinary privilege of being men-
tored by Wilfred Cantwell Smith”.  Also 
in 2011, an article by Donald K. Swear-
er, “The Moral Imagination of Wilfred 
Cantwell Smith” appeared in the Har-
vard Divinity Bulletin, 39, nos. 1 and 2 
(Winter/Spring 2011).  

When McGill University celebrated 
the sixtieth anniversary of the founding 
of their Faculty of Religious Studies, and 
Harvard University, when it celebrated 
the fiftieth anniversary of the Harvard 
Center for the Study of World Religions, 
each held a symposium on the legacy of 
Wilfred Cantwell Smith. 

Smith, at the age of seventeen, while 
travelling through Europe and the Mid-
dle East, became interested in Islam and 
began learning Arabic. Formal Oriental 
language studies at the University of 
Toronto and in both Oriental languages 
and Theology at Cambridge University 
prepared him for life and work teaching 
Islam and Indian History from 1941-
1946 in Lahore, India (now Pakistan). 
He worked with the Canadian Overseas 
Mission Council and taught Islamic and 
Indian History at Forman Christian Col-
lege. In 1948, his doctoral studies were 
completed at Princeton and those studies 
formed the basis of his 1957 book, Islam 
in Modern History. 

Cantwell Smith in 1949 was ap-
(Continued on page 14) 

Conversations during coffee hour 
often prove to be new learning ex-
periences. One such time for me 
was two months ago when I was in 
conversation with Margaret Kobes, 
a retired Nurse/Librarian, faithful 
parishioner now working towards a 
degree “Master of Theological 
Studies” I was fascinated to learn of 
her deep interest in, and knowledge 
of, a Canadian Theologian of whom 
I knew nothing. I invited her to 
share his story by doing an article 
for the next Banner. She kindly con-
sented to contribute the story below. 

Wilfred Cantwell Smith 

God who made thee mighty, make 
thee mightier yet”. You left the site 
knowing with all certainty that this 

was indeed a most moving God Day. 

“one of the two or three 
greatest scholars of religion 

of the past century” 
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Celebration 

A happy gathering of Archie and Ann 
Skirving’s family took place in Midland, 
Michigan on Holy Saturday April 7 when 
their son Rev. Rob Skirving, Rector of St. 
John’s Episcopal Church, administered 
the rite of Confirmation to their grandson 
Jonathan Franchetto Assisting in the ser-
vice was Rt. Rev. Todd Ousley, Bishop of 
Eastern Michigan. 

Parishioner Plays at Palace 

One of our St. John’s 
parishioners, Betty Duffield, 
is currently featured in a 
starring role in the London 
Community Players produc-
tion of Enchanted April, 
playing at the Palace Thea-

tre May 11th -19th. The play is described 
as a charming tale of four women who 
find romance, hope and ultimately libera-
tion during a month’s holiday in an Italian 
villa overlooking the sea. Betty is an ex-
perienced performer with extensive theat-
rical credits going back to the days of Pur-
ple Patches at UWO . Her husband Bill 
says “Don’t miss it!” 

 

Chorister Visits Brazil 
Parishioner and 

newest member of 
the tenor section of 
our St. John’s choir, 
Steve McClatchie, 
has just returned 
from a one week visit 
to Brazil. As Princi-
pal of Huron Univer-
sity College, he partic-

ipated as part of a 30 member Canadian 
University Presidents’ mission to that 
country to promote Canada as a partner of 
choice for research, innovation and higher 
education with this growing world power. 
Although he has missed a few choir prac-
tices, the choir welcomes him back! 

 

Our Past Warden at Work 

Past Warden Alison Hannay was a 
member of the team officiating at the sod-
turning ceremony marking the start of 
construction of a $31 million new 300 
room residence and dining hall at Brescia 
University College. Alison, in her spare 
time away from her past two years ‘duties 
as a Warden at St. John’s, is an Architect, 
partner and principal of Cornerstone Ar-
chitecture, the firm who designed this 
magnificent project. 

Parishioners in the News 

Rev. Rob Skirving, Jonathan Franchetto, 
another confirmee, BishopTodd Ousley 

Alison Hannay (centre) stands between 
students and Dr. Colleen Hanycz (Principal 
of Brescia University College), and Dr. 
Amit Chakma (President of Western 
University) at the Ground Breaking 
Ceremony in April. 

pointed the first W.M. Birks Professor of 
Comparative Religion at McGill Univer-
sity. In 1951 he became the founding di-
rector of McGill's Institute of Islamic 
Studies, where he brought together Mus-
lim and non-Muslim Islamic specialists in 
a bold new venture - the study of a com-
mon subject by scholars of different reli-
gious and cultural traditions. He founded 
the Islamic Studies Library at McGill, a 
library that now has over 150,000 vol-
umes. 

Appointed Professor at Harvard Di-
vinity School in 1964, Smith helped 

found Harvard’s Center for the Study of 
World Religions. He chose to leave Har-
vard in 1973 for Dalhousie University in 
Halifax, where he was appointed the 
McCulloch Professor in Religion.  Smith 
was persuaded to return to Harvard (1978
-1984), becoming upon retirement, Pro-
fessor Emeritus of Comparative History 
of Religion. 

The esteem in which he was held is 
evidenced by a Festschrift published in 
his honour  in 1984. 

Returning to Toronto in 1985, he was 
appointed Senior Research Associate to 
the Faculty of Divinity at Trinity College, 

University of Toronto. 
Of his many scholarly works, The 

Meaning and End of Religion (1963), is 
probably his best known and most contro-
versial. 

The entry “Wilfred Cantwell Smith” 
on Wikipedia will point an interested 
reader to a listing of his published books, 
including a small 128 page “popular” 
book, The Faith of Other Men, published 
in 1963 from a series of  1961 CBC Radio 
broadcasts.  It was republished a number 
of times in an expanded form with an up-
dated title.  Additionally, it was translated 
into other languages.  

(Continued from page 13) 

Betty portrays the woman on the left 

Steve McClatchie 
Betty Duffield 
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By Vonnie Collyer 
 

On Sunday March 18, 
I was privileged to be 
present at Holy Trinity 
Church, Toronto for the 
service of Reconciliation 
between Archbishop Terrence Finlay 
and Reverend James Ferry. 

Some of you will recall the “Finlay-
Ferry-affair” in the early ‘90’s when a 
relatively new Bishop was faced with the 
disclosure of a priest in his Diocese liv-
ing in a same gender relationship, and 
not  being prepared to either resign or 
end the relationship. The priest’s licence 

was subsequently removed. 
The teaching of the Anglican church 

in that era was that a priest could be gay, 
but must remain celibate. And if no one 
disclosed a same gender relationship, the 
church closed its eyes—“Don’t ask, 
don’t tell”. 

These past two decades have been a 
time of great hurt and pain for both Ter-
ry Finlay and Jim Ferry, and their fami-
lies and friends. This service of for-
giveness and healing took  place in a full 
church and I was not alone in being 
moved to tears. 

Rev. Ferry’s licence was restored 
last year, so the church has moved a bit, 
but we still seem to be without an offi-
cial policy. And I was personally sad-
dened that no one from the current hier-

archy of our church seemed to be present 
or supportive. What a loss for them! 

But unfortunately, change seems to 
have to happen from the bottom up, not 
in the reverse order. 

Disappointed, but still hopeful. 
 
Terry Finlay was the Rector of St. John 
the Evangelist, London 1968-1978. In 
1992 at the time of the original Bishop’s 
Court  trial, he was the newly elected 
Bishop of Toronto and Rev. James Ferry 
was Rector of St. Philip’s on the Hill in 
Unionville. A fascinating read of Rev. 
Ferry’s side of the original story is the 
book he wrote in 1993 “In the Courts of 
The Lord” published by Key Porter 
Books Limited. 

Reconciliation 

By Archie Skirving 
Signs and Sym-

bols show us the 
patterns of daily 
living. A sign points 
us to the neighbour-
ing grocery store. An-
other directs us to our local bank 
branch. Green signs on the 401 guide 
us to our destination. The on-line site 
of the London Free Press show both 
the old Dominion Public Building on 
Richmond Street, and, One London 
Place on Queens Ave. 

We live by those and other signs 
and symbols. 

But, have you noticed? Increas-
ingly, the spires of church steeples 
are over shadowed by commerce and 
industry. Many familiar signs and 
symbols are changing and what they 
have represented are fading from 
view. 

Eastman Kodak, both in Toronto 
and in Rochester NY, once upon a 
time, not that many years ago, pro-
duced that yellow box of film that 
was the standard of photography. 
That same company pioneered digi-
tal photography, but, chose to side 
track their innovative creation, and, 
stick with the tried and true. Whether 
we are business savvy or not, can we 
not recognise the problem ? 

Why write this in a parish news-

letter? Can you not see a parallel 
with some aspects of church polity? 

The signs and symbols of our 
age are changing.  

Where a decade or so, a symbol 
of London might have been a church 
spire, or, a scene from the Universi-
ty, now those symbols are secular. 
Our community has changed and 
will continue along that changing 
path. 

As church, our treasure is God’s 
Grace, God’s freely given Grace. As 
Church, are nourished through the 
bread, wine, and water of the Eucha-
rist, and, we are sustained in the fel-
lowship of community. 

Church, God’s “good news” 
needs no protection, no bunkers. At 
Church, may we happily and enthusi-
astically move together into the new 
age God gives. It’s God’s “good 
news” for today. 

God’s “good news” for us as 
Church, and for all humanity, re-
mains constant. As Church, (and not 
just Saint John’s), we seem to have 
bunkered down and erected barriers - 
to keep God’s “good news” safe. 

So, in the days and weeks and 
months ahead, as Church, do we 
stock up with those yellow boxes of 
film, or, enter, ever so carefully into 
a digital age? 

So let us go, in the days and 
weeks and months ahead, rejoicing  
with a renewed expression of God’s 
love. 

Signs and Symbols 
Submitted by Pam Rudd 
1. Prayer is not a “spare wheel” 
that you pull out when in trouble, 
but it is a “steering wheel” that 

directs the right path throughout life. 

2. Why is a car’s windshield so large and the rear-
view mirror so small? Because our PAST is not as 
important as our FUTURE. So, look ahead and 
move on. 

3.Friendship is like a BOOK. It takes a few se-
conds to burn, but it takes years to write. 

4. All things in life are temporary. If they are going 
well, enjoy them, they will not last forever. If they 
are going wrong, don’t worry, they can't last long 
either. 

5.Old friends are gold! New friends are diamond! 
If you get a diamond, don’t forget the gold! To 
hold a diamond, you always need a base of gold! 

6. Often when we lose hope and think this is the 
end, God smiles from above and says, “Relax, 
sweetheart; it's just a bend, not the end!” 

7. When God solves your problems, you have faith 
in HIS abilities; when God doesn't solve your 
problems, He has faith in YOUR abilities. 

8. A blind person asked St. Anthony: “Can there 
be anything worse than losing eye sight?” He re-
plied: “Yes, losing your vision!” 

9. When you pray for others, God listens to you 
and blesses them, and sometimes, when you are 
safe and happy, remember that someone has 
prayed for you. 

10. Worrying does not take away tomorrow’s trou-
bles; it takes away today’s PEACE. 

Layman’s Ten 
Commandments  
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R.I.P. 
George Edward Collett 
 March 19, 2012 

Passages  
Monday May 14 

Soup and Sandwich dinner at 
The London Club 
In support of The Daily Bread  Food 
Bank and fellowship Centre 
Guest Speaker- Glen Pearson 
Tickets $75. 
To order call Dinner tickets hotline 
at 519-777-7487 

 
Sunday June 3—10:30 Service 

Junior Choir Cantata 
 100% Chance of Rain 

 
Sunday June 17 

Outdoor Service and Parish Picnic 
Huron University College grounds 

 
Friday June 22 

Parish Dinner celebrating 
Don Ford’s Ministry 
Huron University College 

 
Sunday June 24 

Brunch in Parish Hall 
 
Friday November 2—6:30 pm 

 “An Evening with Bond on St. James” 
Dinner and Silent Auction 

Upcoming Events 

Volunteers are needed to help with this 
Major Fund Raising Event. 

Contact: Warren Jones, 
               Chief Coordinator 

 
1. Be on Time 

2. Go straight into Church 

3. Kneel down on your Knees 

4. Do not look round every time 
the door opens 

5. Join in all the Prayers, and the 
Singing, and Amens 

6. Stand up directly the Hymns are given 
out 

7. Do not whisper to your neighbour 

8. Keep your thoughts fixed 

9. Bow your head at the 
Most Holy Name of Jesus 

10. If you bring Children, 
see that they kneel too 

11. Make Almsgiving a regular part 
of your Worship 

12. Pray for those who Minister 

 

When the CROSS and CLERGY enter, or 
leave, the CHURCH, then stand up in a 
body.  When they have passed by, kneel down 
in Prayer, for them and yourselves. 

 
Submitted by John Thompson 

Hints to those who worship God 
in this Church 

Framed Notice hung in the Narthex of 
St. Stephen’s Church,(built1858-1862) 
Salvage, Newfoundland 

The Ladies and Gentlemen 
of the Parish of 

St. John the Evangelist 
are invited to attend 

An Evening with Bond 
on St. James 

Silent Auction and Dinner 
6:30 pm in the Parish Hall 

Friday 
November 2 

2012 


