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Good News of
Great Joy
“Do not be afraid;
for see – I am bringing
you good news of
great joy for all the
people: to you is born
this day in the city of
David, a Saviour, who
is the Messiah, the
Lord.” (Luke 2: 1011).
The time of Jesus’
birth was a dark and
dismal period in Israel’s
history. The promised land was occupied by the Romans. The people of
God were divided into different
camps. Israel needed to hear a message of joy. She needed to hear a message of hope and anticipation in order
to weather the storms of life. People
clung to the promise of the Messiah
because the Messiah’s coming meant
joy would be restored. As the angels
say, the Messiah’s coming is “good
news of great joy”.
We live 2000 years later; the Holy Land is still in crisis. People are
divided and we still need to hear good
news. We live in a time when many
people are looking for answers to
life’s questions. Many people live in
sadness and loneliness, especially
those who are vulnerable or struggling to make ends meet. The Christmas story is good news both then and
now. It brings us great joy, because it
reminds that we are not alone that
God is with us. God loves us and
came to us in the person of Jesus to
teach us how to live. Jesus taught us
to live lives of love and forgiveness.
Jesus came to deal with our sins, our
hurts and our pains to show us that

God loves all of us. Many today think
great joy comes from a promotion at
work, a rise in the stock market, new
clothes, the latest gadgets, diamond
jewelry, or whatever our hearts desire.
But joy and happiness from these
things only lasts a short time. The
great joy the angel speaks of is that
deep full joy that comes from God.
At Christmas our joy is in the
Lord and his work of salvation. The
angel calls it a “great Joy”, God is at
work. There is Joy because God is at
work through his people to make the
world a better place. Letting God
work in our lives brings us great joy.
This is a message for everyone.
If you look at the words that the
angel said, it is very powerful “ Today, in the town of David a Saviour
has been born to YOU…” Notice the
angel did not say “a Saviour has been
born to a girl named Mary. “ No , “ A
Saviour has been born to YOU.” The
verse before says,” I am bringing
YOU good news of great joy..” The
angel is talking to the shepherds.
Shepherds were not highly regarded
in Israel. Yet God has shown a great

affection for shepherds throughout the
centuries. Moses was a shepherd
whom God called to lead his people
out of Egypt. David, Israel’s greatest
king, was a shepherd when he was
anointed king. God comes to all of
humanity. God loves all people no
matter their station in life. The good
news of great joy is for all. This is the
truth we celebrate each and every
Christmas and throughout the year.
Our Community seeks Christ in all we
do, from our weekly worship, to our
meal program, to Christmas hampers,
to fellowship, to the love and support
we share and receive from one another. This is what brings true joy to our
lives and the lives we touch. Jesus
comes to each and everyone of us and
says “Fear Not, I am with you”. This
is our Great joy. Please join us as we
worship together this Advent and
Christmas Season. God Bless.
Yours in Christ,
The Rev. Rob Luxton and the
Rev. Patty Dobbs Luxton,
Priests in Charge,
Church of St. John the Evangelist.

Silent Night, Holy Night…?
Brice Hall
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Parish News
Youth Service
The Morning service of October 21 was led
by the Youth of the Parish (The M.O.B.) Planning
was done by Rev. Patty working with Abby Schupe and Emily Sandor. The hymns were taken
from Song Book of contemporary tunes prepared
for the service. The words and tunes were new to
most Parishioners and led by the Youth Choir.
Readings were by William Charlton and Jonathan Franchetto. The Homily (below) was written and delivered by Heri Francis. The Junior
Choir sang an anthem God Who Made the Earth.
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The Message
By Heri Francis
Last Sunday when we were
preparing for this service, we
talked about many different ideas.
When it came to what the message
should be about, we decided it should be about
trust. I remember after we said trust; Emily decided that we should try the trust exercise in front of
the church. For those who don’t what that is, the
trust exercise is when an individual deliberately
allows themselves to fall but trusting in his partner or members of the group to catch them. We
can all agree that none of us would want to be the
person falling, but we do it because we can see
and hear the person behind us. We trust that the
person behind will do their part.
It’s easy to trust in things we can see. Sure,
we believe in God, but to allow him to run our
lives? That’s asking a little too much, we think.
Trusting in God is a quality that we as children of
God need to learn. Trusting in our Lord is life’s
greatest spiritual secret.
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Well it’s not really a secret because we’ve
read that dozens of times in the Bible and heard
lots of sermons on it. The secret lies in putting
this truth into practice, by making it such a powerful theme in our lives. It should be the way we
view every event, every sorrow, every prayer with
the unshakable confidence that God is totally
trustworthy.

Priests in Charge
Rev. Rob Luxton
Rev. Patricia Dobbs Luxton
Office—432-3743
Home—657-1046
Honorary Assistant
The Venerable
Mickey Chovaz
L.Th.
472-8654

That’s where we as humans mess up. We
want to trust in anything rather than the God.
We'll trust in our own abilities, in our money and
even our doctors. But God? Well… again it’s just
easier to trust in things we can see.
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The bottom line is that our wants may not
agree with God’s wants for us. After all, it’ s our
lives. We want to have a say over it and be the
ones calling the shots. We let advertising and peer
pressure tell us what’s important: a high-paying
career, a head-turning car, a beautiful home, and a
spouse or significant other who will make everyone else look with envy.
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If we fall for the world’s idea of what matters, we get trapped in “The Circle of Next Time.”
The new car, relationship, promotion or whatever
didn’t bring us the happiness we expected, so we
keep searching, thinking “Maybe next time.” But
it’s a circle that’s always the same, because we
were created for something better, and deep down
we know it.
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When we finally reach the place where our
heads agrees with our hearts, we're still hesitant.
It's scary. Trusting in God can require that we
erase everything we've ever believed about what
The Junior Choir
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brings happiness and fulfillment.
It requires that we accept the truth that
God knows what's best for us. But how do
we make that leap from knowing to doing?
How do we trust in God instead of the
world or ourselves?
The secret lives within us: the Holy
Spirit. Not only will he teach us of the
rightness of trusting in God, he'll help us do
it. The Holy Spirit knows us better than we
know ourselves; he'll give us exactly what
we need to make this change. He's infinitely
patient. He’ll catch us if we stumble. He’ll
rejoice with us when we succeed.
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back to us with his list, which may or
may not include the names we have suggested. Canon Sue Tite has informed us
that at present there are 17 parishes in the
Diocese that are undergoing the same
process as we are, and it may not be until
the New Year that we hear from the Bishop.

Pumpkin Carving and
Family Potluck
Pumpkin Carving and Family Pot Luck
supper was held in the Parish Hall on Friday October 26.

In one of our readings today we read
from the book of Job. Job was a real man
who lived in a real world. Job is not remembered for his triumphs. He is remembered for his trials. It seems like when there
are difficulties in the life of the believers
that god always reminds us of the book of
Job. He faced many problems and difficulties in his life, but in the midst of all his
battles Job said “I will trust in him”
The good news is that the more often
we see God's loving hand working in our
lives, the easier this trusting becomes. God
will make something beautiful of our lives,
but he needs us to trust in him to do it.
When we trust in God, the pressure’s off us
now, and on God, and he can handle it perfectly the way he sees best.

Selection Committee
Report
By John Thompson
The Selection Committee
has completed their initial
tasks of completing the Parish
Profile and submitted its short list of possible candidates to the Bishop. He will get

From left: Oscar and Nora Henderson,
Olivia Baker

Grace, Luc and Fintan Tessier

Zembwe-Francis
Family Update
By Tina Zink-Brawn
It has been 7 years since
the Zembwe-Francis family arrived in Can-
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ada. Things have changed greatly in those 7
years! All the members of the family have
received their Canadian citizenship. Bizi
who is now 24 years old, has graduated
from the Police Foundations Program at
Fanshawe College. Justine who is 23 years
is enrolled at Seneca College in Toronto.
She is hoping to work with newly arrived
refugees and immigrants when she graduates from college. Elizabeth who is 22 years
old is married and lives in Australia with
her husband. Heri (18) and Moses (15) are
in secondary school. They are planning to
attend either college or university upon
high school graduation. Neema (13), Miriam (11) and Sharon (7) attend a Francophone elementary school. They are now
trilingual! They speak English, French and
Swahili.
Music continues to play an important
part of the Zembwe-Francis family. Nabita
has her own choir and her choir performs
all over London and Southwestern Ontario.
Heri, Moses, Neema and Miriam are members of the Amabalie Choirs of London.
Bizi, Justine and Elizabeth have also sung
in the Amabile Choirs of London in the
past.

Chris Atkinson
A moving Service of Celebration and
Thanksgiving was held in the Church Saturday November 24 to honour the life of service to St. John’s by long time faithful parishioner Chris Atkinson. His devotion and
contribution to the life of our Parish over
the 50 years he spent in our midst cannot be
overemphasized. Included in the worship
service, were words of remembrance delivered by his two sons Ross and Rob, a Homily by Canon Don Ford and an anthem sung
by the choir For the Beauty of the Earth by
John Rutter.
The condolences of the Parish are extended to Barbara and family in their loss.

June 2005—
The Zembwe family at
the Parish Picnic at Huron College, where they
sang a beautiful anthem
in Swahili as a thank offering.
Left to right: Moses (10),
Elizabeth (11), Bizi (16),
Baby Sharon, Nabita,
Grace (6), Justine (14),
Miriam (4), Musa (8),
John

Chris and Barb Atktinson
(Continued on page 9)
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Remembrance Day
The annual Remembrance Day service was
held on Sunday November 11and two special musical pieces were featured. As a
Prelude to the service, a unique ensemble
of musicians, 12 brass players—all members of the Parish—performed a moving
piece of music Hymn to the Fallen by John
Williams. This music was part of the musical score for the film Saving Private Ryan.
The Offertory Anthem was "Lord Thou Has
Been Our Refuge by R. Vaughn Williams
and featured a quartet singing with the
Choir. The Memorial Cross was processed
to the altar by WW2 Veteran George Hinton and the elements were taken up by
Brad Baker, a current member of the Canadian Forces, and his daughter Julia.
Sunday, November 11, 2012

Remembrance Day—Pentecost 24
Sermon by Rev. Rob Luxton
Today in this church and at
memorials
and
cenotaphs
across the country, we gather to
remember those who have died
in war. Some will remember
those lost in battle more than
half a century ago, but are still
loved and missed. We in Canada and around
the world also remember and honour those
killed more recently in wars. Today, we are
united in our thoughts as we give thanks for
selfless sacrifice, confess that we too are
part of a broken and sinful world that still
follows paths of destruction, and we pray for
peace on earth and the end to hurt, pain and
destruction of war.
Both of my parents lived, as people in
their early twenties, in London England during the Second World War. They had various jobs and survived the Blitz in London.
As I was growing up they would speak of
spending nights in the Underground
(subway) during the worst days of that blitz.
Both of my grandfathers served in the First
World War, as well as living through the
Second War in London. Unfortunately, one
passed away 8 years before I was born and
the other I only saw once as young child as
he lived in London, England. So I have limited knowledge of their experiences. But I
know that it affected all of their lives in a
profound way. I realize and give thanks for
those who made the supreme sacrifice.
Our first reading today from, Micah
predicts the terrible times of war for the people of Israel. But then he goes on with this
amazing vision – the day when peace will
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replace warfare and swords will be made
into ploughs. Well, after 2700 years we are
still waiting. In the days since the Second
World War, there have been many other
wars and acts of violence in our world. We
can cry with the Psalmist, “How Long, oh
Lord, how long.”
As people of faith we have the hope of
the Kingdom of God, which we believe will
bring ultimate peace, justice and joy. Our
challenge is to continue to cultivate the oasis
of peace in the desert of our war mongering
world. In the words of Mahatami Ghandi,
“Peace is not something that you wish for. It
is something that you make, something you
do, something that you are, something that
you give away.”
If we really want to honour those who
died in war, we can do no better than by
building a more peaceful world for their
children and ours.
Micah’s vision may not be fully realized but as Christians we are called to make
peace – to turn swords into ploughshares –
again and again and again. We know that
there is nothing that cannot be transformed
by God and as we wait for the ultimate
transformation of our world, there are smaller transformations going on, each of them a
sign of hope. So let me tell you a true story I
read, it comes from Christian Aid.
Senhor Sousa Manuel Goao, was born
near Maputo in Mozambique. In 1981, aged
23, he was kidnapped at gunpoint by antigovernment rebel troops and forced to
march 200 kilometres to a training camp in
the bush near the border of South Africa. He
says, “they made us march barefooted so we
could not run away. Anyone who did try and
run was lined up in front of us and shot.” In
order to survive, his unit would hunt wild
animals, raid farms, or attack civilians.
When cease fire was agreed to in 1992, the
United Nations troops were meant to disarm
both sides. They collected some weapons
but most remained hidden. But in 2001,
Senhor handed over 5 guns. He gave them
to a small church based charity supported by
Christian Aid called the Christian Council of
Mozambique. In return he received a sewing
machine.
The Christian Council of Mozambique
is a small organization but it has collected
and destroyed more than 100,000 guns, grenades, and rocket launchers. Those who give
up their weapons are given tools- ploughs,
bicycles, and sewing machines. In a land
where many struggle to make enough money to eat, a simple plough can be the difference between life and death. The Mozam-

Choir Quartet in Rehearsal
From left: Peter Groom, Steve McClatchie,
Susan Steele, Sue Waring

bique government supports the operation. It
knows former rebels would not hand in
weapons to the authorities for fear they
would be prosecuted. The weapons are cut
up in the organizations compound in Maputo and the pieces are handed over to artists
who turn them into sculptures. They even
make chairs and tables out of cut up weapons.
“It is a practical solution based on the
bible” says Mozambican Bishop Dinis Sengulane. “I say to people that sleeping with a
gun in your bedroom is like sleeping with a
snake- one day it will turn around and bite
you. We tell people we are not disarming
you. We are transforming your guns into
ploughshares, so you can cultivate your land
and get your daily bread. We are transforming them into sewing machines so you can
make clothes. The idea is to transform the
instruments of death and destruction into
instruments of peace and of production and
co-operation with others.”
Peace and co-operation. Ideals to cultivate even for those of us who are spared the
horror of living in a war zone. We all know
that the seeds of war come from within.
That each of us has the potential to hurt and
destroy or to mend and heal.
So on this Remembrance Day when we
remember and honour those who have made
the supreme sacrifice, it is important for all
of us to think of those things in our lives –
old resentments, pointless irritations, habits
of intolerance, or lack of love. We need to
remember these things carry the potential
for violence or destruction, that they destroy
peace and harmony within us, even if they
do no harm elsewhere. We need to offer
them to God and say Lord, remake me,
transform me and transfigure me, so that we
may become as Jesus calls us in the Beatitudes, a peacemaker, a blessed child of God.
Let us Pray.
Amen.
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Note from the Rock
Marlene and Harold Harvey were Theology Students at St. John’s, and are
now Priests in Charge of several
multi-point parishes in northern
Newfoundland.
By Marlene Harvey
To the Dear Hearts and
Gentle Folk of St. John’s,
Christmas is fast approaching and I so want to
screech on the brakes and be still in the
beauty of the season, but it is ‘cluttered’
with so many commitments, I feel a bit
like I'm on a treadmill. This too shall pass.
Today is stunningly beautiful after the
storm that raged all day and night, yet we
must enjoy it from indoors, as it is stingingly bitter out there, well below zero.
As an update I'm sending along the
following, adapted from my letter to Anglican Life.
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tion, the wages and conditions of oppressed third world labourers, as well as
to return to a society that produces as
much as possible of what they consume,
i.e.; growing vegetables, baking bread,
sewing, knitting. While this is the way of
life for Newfoundlanders, the younger
generation is not learning the skills of
their parents and grandparents. A handson involvement in the production of what
we consume brings us to an awareness of
the time and effort expended to produce
what we use, making us less likely to
readily dispose of these items. Reducing
and recycling is not only good stewardship of God’s earth and His creatures and
indeed crucial to sustaining life, but
through such stewardship wonderful ministries spring to life, such as…
The Sleeping Mats Project
I started this project (not to say I invented it. It’s been around for a while)
during my final semester in seminary in
London.

Stewardship and Mission
Christ has no body on earth but yours,
no hands but yours, no feet but yours;
yours are the eyes through which the compassion of Christ looks out on a hurting
world, yours are the feet with which he
goes about doing good; yours are the
hands with which he is to bless now.
Teresa of Avilia. At first blush this may
appear to be way too great a task for poor
mortal souls, when in truth, it is the most
natural thing in the world. It is what we
are born to and in fact, we will never experience genuine happiness until we are
doing just that...nothing else will ever truly feed our souls
By the standards of most of the
world, we live privileged lives, far removed from those of our parents and
grandparents and with such privilege
comes responsibility. It is not enough to
care for one another within the constrictive borders of our church community, or
to make monetary contribution from a
comfortable distance, buffered from the
distressful state of the recipients.
Hands-on work connects us with
those we serve. Wm. T. Cavanaugh, in his
book, Being Consumed, speaks to our
responsibility to educate ourselves to the
source of the production of our consump-

Milk Bag Sleeping Mats Project

The mats are made from the tough
outer plastic bags that contain three onelitre bags of milk. As these are not used in
Newfoundland, they are being shipped to
us. This is a very labour intensive process
involving many workers. Everyone can
help, young and old...cutting, looping,
balling, crocheting, transporting, baking
cookies and making tea at the workshops,
exchanging ideas, conversing, experiencing the pure joy of serving...wonderful
community building! And billions of plastic bags will not wind up in landfills.
Many London students have enjoyed crocheting or preparing the bags for crocheting and in the process amassed volunteer
hours required by their schools!
This ministry costs absolutely nothing. Volunteers in St. John the Evangelist,
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London,
Ontario
prepare,
pack and
get
the
milk bags
to a warehouse
in
Brampton,
where they
are added
to
outbound
freight by
Completed mats in
the Bugden
St.
John’s basement
Trucking
Company and delivered to us in the
Northern Penn, entirely without cost, for
which we are truly grateful. This process
will then be reversed, taking the finished
mats back to Brampton where they will be
shipped to their destination along with
mats from London. The mats provide safe,
comfortable sleeping mats for children
who would otherwise sleep on the bare
ground, susceptible to life-threatening
hookworms. And recently the women
have begun to make sandals as well.
Small workshops have formed in the two
churches of the parish, where women
teach others to make them. It has been
heartwarming that these sponsors have
been so forthcoming and generous in
making it possible for us to help these
children. As well...
The Africa Mercy Ship is a Godsend to
the poorest of the poor. The traveling hospital, brings medical and dental care to
those with no healthcare at all. Every
member of the crew, not only volunteers
their services, but pay for the privilege.
My hope is to send a youth from our Parish to work on the ship, for as well as professional staff, there is a need for porters,
cleaners, kitchen workers, etc. Nothing
compares with personal experience, and
certainly nothing instills greater passion.
This is very doable.

Cheque to Africa Mercy Ship for $1523.50
(Continued on page 12)
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AN EVENING WITH BOND ON ST. JAMES
What a wonderful experience it was for
those parishioners thoughtful enough to plan
ahead and fortunate enough to be in attendance
the night of November 2 at the church. It was a
night to remember, due to the outstanding work
of the Dinner/Auction Committee who planned
the evening under the enthusiastic leadership of
Warren Jones. He put together a steering committee of Mary Haak, Daphne Chapman, Catherine and Ian Charlton, Jane Munn, Rev. Patty
Dobbs-Luxton who met during the summer to
work up a theme, and an outline of what needed
to be done. After much discussion they agreed
on An Evening with Bond on St. James, the idea
based on a blending the facts of the Queen’s
60th Jubilee with the 50th Anniversary of the
James Bond series. It was inspirational!

December 2012

The Workers

Mary Haak and Warren Jones
Jane Munn and Sheila Harris
From left: Petey Noble,
Carole Wright, Deb Hartley,
Marilyn Jones, Pat Knowles,
Nancy Coups, Sheila Harris,
Peter Beecher.

A series of meetings followed which resulted in assignments. Mary took on obtaining
the donors of Auction items, Daphne took over
the decorations, the committee decided to retain
an outside caterer for the menu and Chef Les
Cooks designed and served a meal of Steak and
Mushroom Pies or Vegetable Strata with salad,
bread, rolls and sticky pudding. Daphne and her
crew laid out a spectacular theme of table decorations which included mirrors, champagne
glasses, posters around the walls and displays
on the window wells of the Parish Hall. Ian
Charlton spent hours preparing an excellent
montage of Bond films which were showed
continuously throughout the reception time
before dinner. As guests arrived, they viewed
bathed in light a vintage yellow Rolls Royce on
the lawn ,the services of which were up for
bidding in the Auction. Helpers in the assembly
and serving of hors d’oeuvres food and beverages included MOB members James Hannay
and Emily Haak.
Tickets sold for the event were 111, a wide
variety of items were put up for silent bidding,
and six major items went on the block skillfully
stick-handled upwards by the talented MC
Maestro Roger Blake.
Several interesting items, including a multi
-course Cuban dinner, yachting expedition on
Lake Huron, and one of Kevin Bice’s masterful
paintings went for significant dollars under the
gavel of Roger. The wine flowed ably dispensed by Bartenders Fred Munn and Bill
Rudd. And other helpers who contributed their
various skills throughout the evening included
Alison Hannay, Sheila Harris, Petey Noble,
Debbie Hartley, Michael Hayman, Mary-Lynn
Berthelet.
The Four Tenors and a Real Musician,
Messrs. Bice, Biehn, Hayman, Munn and Hall
had been retained as James Bond proxies to

Daphne Chapman and friend
search for a new Rector. They became sidetracked as they launched into song with a
variety of musical numbers that they seemed
to enjoy, but which did not advance the plot.
In frustration, two attractive female members
of the audience Sara Hall and Daphne Bice
leaped into the hunt and did in fact produce a
very personable and youthful new Priest for
our Parish.

Ian and Catherine
Charlton
Roger Blake

The event produced a net profit for the
support of our Outreach programs of over
$12,000.
Congratulations to Warren Jones and his
imaginative and excellent team!
Chris Sawruk, Fred Munn, Bill Rudd
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The Entertainers

The Guests

The New Rector
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St. John the Evangelist Planning Calendar 2013
—125th Anniversary Year

2013

First Week
1st - 7th

December 2012

31st
New Year’s Eve.
Service

Second Week
8th – 14th

13th
Bishop
Terry Finlay
opens
celebrations

January

February

10th
Todd Townsend/
Ann Jaikaran

March

1st
10th
World Day
Greg Smith/
of Prayer –
Greg Little
hosted at St. John’s
14th
Bishop
Bob Bennett

April

12th
Clarence Mitchell
/Bill White

June

9th
- Bain Peever
- Parish Picnic
at Huron College
---

---

13th
National
Thanksgiving

October

November

2nd, 3rd
Primate Fred Hiltz

December

1st
Evensong with
Huron CollegeSt. John’s

Fourth Week
22nd – 28th

Fifth Week
29th – 31st

27th
Vestry Meeting

24th
Choral Evensong with
St. Paul’s Cathedral

May

July
August
September

Third Week
15th – 21st

Our Theme: “Remember,
Rejoice,
Renew”

10th
125th Anniversary
Sunday
-Don Ford
13th
Three Cantors
15th
Christmas
Pageant

17th
Sisters of
St. Joseph

24th
Palm Sunday

17th
London
Historical
Society
21st
–Youth Service
–Past Wardens’
Lunch

26th
Parish Dinner at Highland
Country Club

30th
- Easter Vigil
31st
- Easter Day

28th
Don Ford
23rd, 24th
John Smallbridge’s PlaySecond Stringers’ Club

---

--22nd
Doug Leighton / Sylvia
Brightwell
25th
Bishop Spong
25th
–Pumpkin
Carving and
Pot Luck Dinner
24th
“Looking Back,
Looking
Forward”
24th
Christmas Eve.
Bishop Terry Dance

---
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Quasquicentennial Plans Our 125th Anniversary
By Nancy Bell
125th Anniversary Committee
In a few short weeks,
St. John’s will embrace
the theme “Remember,
Rejoice, Renew,” as we
embark upon this historic 125th anniversary. It is our sincere
hope that you will participate and be part
of as many celebratory activities as possible.
Please plan to join us on New Year’s
Eve. in the Parish Hall shortly before
11:30 P.M. We will move into the
Church where the new year will be welcomed with candles, music and special
prayers. Returning to the Parish Hall,
there will be a toast to the start of the
125th and the unveiling of “something
very special” that will be a visible symbol throughout the anniversary year.

Our very own Terry Finlay, retired
Archbishop of Ontario, and a former rector, will begin our celebrations with the
first of a series of guest speakers and celebrants on January 13th, 2013. On the
second Sunday of each month, excluding
those in the summer, we are thrilled to
welcome back many of our former clergy.
“Parish, Community, and the World”
will highlight the theme for Outreach
during the 125th year. The Outreach
Committee will continue to focus on the
Saturday Night Meal Program, develop a
partnership with Gaye Whippey’s First
Nations’ Ministry, and support Huron’s
Tanzania Project. St. John’s children and
youth are striving to complete “125 Acts
of Kindness” and challenge you to join
the action!
Our eager publicity team will sell
tickets in mid-February for the Parish
Dinner at the Highland Country Club on

A Christmas Story
By Archie Skirving
Bah Humbug!
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April 26 and shortly afterward for John
Smallbridge’s delightful play, Second
Stringers’ Club, on May 23rd and 24th. A
major highlight of the 125th will include
the speaking engagement of Bishop
Spong on September 23rd and tickets will
again be available from the committee
beginning May 1st.
th

These are only a few of the wonderful activities planned and you will find a
calendar of events, attached to this newsletter, that can be copied or printed and
posted on your fridge. All other activities
when finalized will be included on the
parish website, www.stjohnslondon.ca,
in the weekly Evangel, or through the
parish email list. We hope that you will
share and forward information with family, friends and former parishioners.
While it is exciting to look back, we
must always look forward and renew our
commitment to ministry both within and
beyond our parish. May this historic year
be a time of ongoing renewal at our beloved St. John’s!

of God, gives each of our lives true value.
There are no long numbers or passwords to identify us. God claims us as His
very own family.

Parish News
(Continued from page 3)

How much Charles Dickens and his Scrooge have influenced our current culture.
With the ever earlier Christmas shopping
and decorations, with TV scenes from the
United States of their Black Friday, it’s no
wonder these can be a sense of over-kill - a
bah humbug moment.

As Saint Augustine of Hippo once Rishi
wrote, and I’m paraphrasing, “God became
Following his ordinahuman that we might become divine.”
tion to the diaconate on November
For me, even with our current culture, 29, Rishi Sativihari is appointed
the Infant Jesus’ birth is Christmas.
Deacon in Charge, Parish of St.
James, St. Marys.
As we meet in our parish church this

But, just like those insidious TV commercials—“but wait”.

Parishioners will
be pleased to
learn that the
Fords have successfully
sold
their London home and purchased
a new home in Kingston. They
will be moving in to their quarters
in Kingston on December 19 (they
sincerely hope!). Their new address is:
1176 Acadia Dr.
Kingston ON K7M 8W3

Christmas—Merry Christmas!

In late November, I was on an elevator
in Saint Joseph’s, heading for the Ivy Institute. The lady who had held the door for
me had a badge, reading “It‘s OK to wish
me Merry Christmas.”
In that brief moment, all thoughts of
Bah Humbug, or Seasons Greetings, or
Happy Holiday vanished.
It’s Christmas we celebrate!
So many generations ago, the Infant
Jesus was born in Bethlehem.
That birth in time, of the timeless Son

Christmas Hampers under
preparation for delivery at St. John’s

Update on the Fords

Margaret says they would enjoy
hearing from us!
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Anniversary Celebrations
Looking Back 125 Years
On Sunday January 13, our Parish will
welcome our former Rector (19681978) Most Rev Terry Finlay (Retired)
and former Archbishop of the Province
of Ontario, which covers Diocese’s of
Algoma, Huron, Moosonee, Niagara,
Ontario, Ottawa and Toronto.
Terence Edward Finlay graduated
from Huron College at University of
Western Ontario in 1959. He was ordained
a Deacon in 1961 and was ordained to the
priesthood a year later in 1962. He became
the assistant curate at Church of St. John
the Evangelist in Kitchener, served there
for two years and then spent two years as
student at Jesus College, Cambridge College, England, where he gained an MA.
Returning home he became Rector of All
Saints , Waterloo from 1964 to 1966 and
Dean of Residence at Renison College. In
1966 he was transferred to St. Aidan’s, a
new Parish in London, where he served
until his appointment as Rector of St. John
the Evangelist in 1968. He was Rector of
our Parish until 1978, when he accepted
the offer of the parochial committee of
Grace Church Brantford to be their Rector
and appointed by Bishop Ragg as Archdeacon of Brant. He served there until
1982 when he was called to be Rector of
St. Clement Eglinton,Toronto. In 1986 he
was elected a Suffragan Bishop of the
Trent Durham Area of the Diocese of Toronto. He subsequently became co-adjutor
Bishop of the Toronto Diocese in 1987
and in January 1989 was installed as the
10th Bishop of Toronto, the largest Anglican
Diocese
in
North
America
(numerically). In 2000 he became Archbishop of Toronto following his election
as Metropolitan of the Ecclesiastical
Province of Ontario in 2000. At age 66 in
2004,he retired from full time ministry.
Since that time, has accepted fill-ins as
Interim Priest in Charge postings at five
Parishes and currently holds this position
at his former parish of St. Clement’s, Toronto. Terry is married to A.J. (Alice Jean}. They have two married children
Sara Jane and Rebecca, and four grandchildren.
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Memories
The Banner invited former Church wardens who were in office during the term
of Terry Finlay’s ministry here at St.
John’s to reflect on what memories they
might have of that era.
Bev Smith
Warden 1966, 1967, 1968

As Terry’s first Rector’s Warden at
St. John’s it struck me that I had a golden
opportunity to steer the new priest into
our parish's accustomed ways of doing
things. A big miscalculation on my part.
In the nicest possible way, Terry guided
ME in the directions he considered to be
best for the parish. In no time at all he
had me totally on side with his vision for
what would be a strong and vital ministry
for St. John’s. It was both a pleasure and
a privilege to have been his warden. Both
pleasure and privilege have been cherished over the intervening years.
Editor’s note: Bev and his family left St.
John’s in the mid-1970’s and I asked him
to update us on his moves and Anglican
connections since that time
“Since leaving London we became
members of Christ Church Cathedral
while living in Fredericton. The Bishop
of the day appointed me Vice Chancellor
of the Diocese of New Brunswick. When
we moved upriver to Prince William,
N.B. - some 30 kms. away - we joined
the four point parish of Prince William,
where I was able to serve as a diocesan
layreader, sometime organist. Upon moving to Fanny Bay, B.C., we joined the
parish of St. John the Divine in nearby
Courtenay for nearly five years. Last year
we moved to tiny St. Andrew’s Pioneer
Church, also in Courtenay. It is one of
three Reformed Episcopal Church parishes on Vancouver Island. Our priest there
is a truly wonderful Bible Christian.
We’re still at St. Andrew’s and happy to
be so.”

December 2012
When we moved to London in 1971, it
was an easy decision for us to join St.
John’s even though we had to cross parish
lines. Terry flattered me by asking that I
become his Rector’s warden in 1977. You
couldn’t ever say ‘no’ to Terry. At my first
wardens meeting, he announced that he
was moving to Brantford and I was asked
to be the chair of the Search Committee to
select his replacement.
Stuart Smith
Warden, 1969-1970
The arrival of the Finlays, both Terry and A.J.
had a very important impact on the attendance at
church. The youth they portrayed and their enthusiasm created a more
vibrant church. This was evident when we
as wardens saw the number of parishioners increase and the enthusiasm of those
attending Sunday services.
Archdeacon Foreman was retiring
after a long and successful ministry so the
congregation was ready for a new Rector.
When we heard that the Finlays were coming we hoped they would help to bring
more young families into the church. It
was quite unbelievable how Terry and A.J.
energized the congregation which was
evident from the early days of their ministry. We found that more parishioners were
willing to participate in church functions
outside of Sunday services and this was
evident at the Board level and other functions during the week.
When Bob Collyer and I worked with
Terry his enthusiasm was an inspiration to
Bob and me. It was as though the parishioners couldn’t do enough to be helpful
when the Finlay’s had a function in the
church. I include A.J. in these comments
because she was a very important help to
not only the women of the parish but every one who came in contact with her. Her
participation in church events was a spark
that drew parishioners in numbers that we
had not seen before in St. John’s. The
church was alive and full of enthusiasm.

John Biehn
Church Warden, 1977-1978

Bob Hayman
Church Warden 1969, 1972

Terry and I were freshmen at Huron College in
1956 and he showed leadership skills even then. He and
AJ had conducted a family life conference
at our church when we lived in Sarnia.

He was young and a
breath of fresh air coming to
us when Anne and I had
(Continued on page 11)

The Banner
(Continued from page 10)

three young children 10, 8 and 2. And he
preached to parents like us “You can’t just
sit there and expect “the church” to educate
your children, “you have to get involved
yourself”.
And so I was persuaded to teach a
large Sunday School Class of 9 and 10 year
olds for one year. It was hard work with
preparation each week required. I remember challenging him on the Biblical story of
the Prodigal Son. “Why did the son, who
went off with his inheritance spending it all
in riotous living, come home to a joyous
welcome, and celebration, while the other
son, who had faithfully toiled by his father’s side for years, was upset because he
was not recognized?” Terry wrote me a two
page letter explaining the true meaning of
the parable which I still have and cherish.
Arising out of this interaction with a group
of young talented children was the germination of the SJMB (St. John’s Marching
Band).
Vonnie Collyer
Church Warden, 1976-77
The “Finlay Days” at
St.
John's
are
often described by many as a time with such
great “chemistry”. What was it? A combination of things, no doubt—more people
went to church, families were large [exhibit
A: me, with 5!], fewer families where 2
parents worked outside the home, fewer
week-end organized activities for young
people. But, in addition, Terry and AJ, created a certain magic, a “je ne sais quoi”
which seemed to permeate and motivate us
all.
Bill Dale
Church Warden 1976-1977
Terry as Patron of the Arts
One of my favourite memories of Terry’s years at St. John’s is of
working with him on the commissioning of
the terracotta reliefs in the reredos of the
High Altar of the church.
Terry’s initial idea was to have individual figures to fill the still-empty niches on
either side of the Altar Cross. These were
to represent the spread of the Gospel: first,
to the Jews and Gentiles by Saints Peter
and Paul; next, to the British Isles by Saints
Augustine and Columba; and finally, to
South-western Ontario by Saint Jean de
Breboeuf and Isaac Hellmuth, Bishop of
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Huron.

Two excerpts from Jud Purdy’s history
After looking in vain for a competent book of St. John’s, Bright the Vision.
wood-carver in Britain, Italy and Quebec,
we found our answer in Ray Robinson, a
local Canadian sculptor, who suggested
that the figures could be produced less expensively in terracotta, in a colour to match
the surrounding woodwork. After making
several trial pieces, Ray came up with the
brilliant idea of including the six figures in
two reliefs representing a broad landscape
stretching out on either side of the Altar
Cross. Later, these were united in one with
a central panel representing the empty
May 9, 1968—Terry’s Induction
Cross of Golgotha.
The receding landscape is a metaphor
for the passage of time as well as space,
and the pairs of figures, starting with those
still in discussion at the foot of the Cross,
are representative of all those who have
carried the message of Salvation from Jerusalem to London, Ontario. For our own
place and time the message of this visual
sermon is clear, as Terry pointed out at the
time of its dedication in September 1977.
As we come to Our Lord’s Table, and receive the gift of Eternal Life purchased by
his death upon the Cross, may we then go
forth into our daily world to share with others, by word and deed, the Good News of
Christ’s victory over sin and death.
Bill Rudd
Church Warden 1972-1973
The outstanding memory
is the effect on St. Johns of
Terry’s arrival , after a
lengthy period without a rector, while our
search committee struggled. We had a vibrant and energetic new leader!

Rev. Terry at his induction service. Standing
with him is his father Rev T.J. Finlay, who
was Priest in Charge during part of the absence of Rev. Clarence Foreman during WW2.
He served as Interim Rector for 15 months
between January 1940 and April 1941.

Fun and games in the Finlay era
At a fund raising auction, Terry offered to
have his moustache removed by the highest
bidder. Vonni recalls that the Servers won
and, as Church Warden, she was given the
task. She recalls Terry coming in on a
stretcher for the procedure with an IV inserted by her husband Dr. Jim with Dr. John
Biehn as an assistant. There were no post
operative complications.

The searchers had heard the sermons
and tried to lure him from St. Aidan’s , but
he didn’t want to leave after only two or
three years. Perhaps Bishop Luxton was
more persuasive! His sermon one morning
on the need for Sunday School teachers,
prompted Ann Rudd and Bob Hayman to
offer their services, and in fear and trepidation, they taught grades one and two. Our
two children did not dread Sunday school
as they could wear their blue jeans, which
suited them just fine. He persuaded the
Board of Management to hire (and pay for)
a second cleric, Don Peel, whose focus was
to be Christian Education. Ann also persuaded Terry to have the first church Pictured recently, two of our former Rectors,
Terry and Don, agreeing on what a wonderful
Christmas bazaar.
experience it had been while they each were
at St. John’s!
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Saturday Night
Meal Team Profile
By John Thompson
Several years ago, Mary
Anne Campbell of St. Jude’s (and a key
figure in the coordinating team for the Saturday Night Meal Program) suggested to a
friend and former colleague, Michele Polley, that she might put together a new
meal team. And so, for the past five years,
on the second week of alternate months, a
team from St. George’s Middlesex Centre and Grace Church Ilderton has been
serving beef stew to our Hospitality Dinner guests.
Led by Michele and Brad (11th and 7th
from the left), the team consists of twelve
“core” yellow-shirted volunteers (with
another 5 to 10 in reserve). Pitching in is
the more soberly-dressed Rev’d Daniel
Bowyer (far right), Rector of the two-point

Note From the Rock
(Continued from page 5)

Prayer Boxes are made and sold to
raise money for Mercy Ships. A prayer for
the work of the Mercy Ship is written on a
slip of paper and placed inside the box.
Some of you may remember the
'fragrance boxes'...same idea. Parishioners
save small soap boxes for me to wrap and
decorate. As a fundraiser this seems to fit
with the Mercy Ship, as it is a very Christ
based ministry. Nurses pray with patients
before and after surgeries and worship
services are held on the ship.
As followers of Christ we believe in
the power of prayer. So the boxes are
Brown paper packages tied up with
string...these are a few of my favourite
things.
My creations may well have stemmed
from a great love of nature, walks in the
woods, collecting nature’s treasures.
The Prayer Box Gift...an unique,
lovely gift that is not to be opened, but
inside is a prayer for the work of the Africa Mercy Ship...boxes may be decorated
with...dried roses, silks, artificial fruit,
feathers, sea shells, ribbon, paper fans,
small birds, little twigs, branches, tassells,
tiny toys, stuffed animals, cinnamon
hearts, cinnamon sticks, buttons, tiny

parish. St. George’s – the rural parish – is
more heavily represented. However, Hilda
Bonner (on the left with the poppy), a
Warden at Grace, ensures that what the
village lacks in numbers (3) it compensates with enthusiasm. She has represented
the team each of the past three years in our
annual 5K Run/Walk, and each year has
collected over a thousand dollars in pledges for the meal program.
They do this, Brad explains, because
they are called to reach out beyond their
‘tangible’ prayers...and sitting here and
there in homes they tell a story...a visitor
may ask about the box, as it is unusual,
and the story of the work of the Mercy
Ship is told and perhaps another box
sold....every bit helps. At Christmas the
boxes will be decorated for the season,
perhaps placed on the tree and donations,
bit by bit will continue to come.
The prayer boxes cost very little to
make and a $10.00 donation is pretty affordable to most. People want to help and
this is an avenue open to them.
Both The Sleeping Mats and The Africa Mercy Ship/Prayer Boxes projects
require only creative hands and generous
hearts, and as always, those who reach out
spools of thread...imagination rules.
The Prayer Box Gifts make lovely
thoughtful little gifts...but most importantly, the money from every gift sold
goes to the Africa Mercy Ship Mission, to
those who need more than our prayers....those
who need
us to be
the hands
and heart
of Christ.

small community. Very aware of the difficulties many have in meeting the challenges of today’s economy – and aware of the
lack of support from governmental bodies
that should be responding – they are attempting, as Brad says, to feed our guests
“both physically and perhaps spiritually.”
To make a connection. “Our greatest
pleasure is seeing the smiles on the faces
of the guests as they receive their evening
meal.” And, afterwards, the team heads for
a local restaurant “to reflect on the evening and catch up with each other.”
to help those who are so desperately in
need, find they are honoured and humbled
by the experience. Both ministries are
wonderful projects for the youth and
adults as well. It’s what we're called to do.
By bringing healing to others, we bring
healing to ourselves.
Last summer a husband and wife music duo called Double Vision performed in
my parish. I gave them one of the prayer
boxes with some literature outlining the
Mercy Ship ministry. These two travel the
coast in the summer months, singing in
the parishes, and I hoped that the Mercy
Ships story might travel along with them.
Well, recently I got a call from the couple
to speak about the Mercy Ships in the new
year, when they are holding a fundraiser
for Mercy Ships and inviting a number of
churches from all denominations, and musicians from far and wide. I get so excited!!!
Likewise, the sleeping mats project
has traveled to Labrador and across the
island. As it was in London, the mat project had a slow start, but when it did, it
surpassed all expectations. I am more than
pleased. People everywhere have generous hearts and are so happy to help. God
is good, as are His people.
We wish you all a Very Merry and
Blessed Christmas from the Rock
Marlene and Harold
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Parishioners in the News

Jan Delaney
A faithful member of St. John’s, Jan
Delaney, currently President of the Better
Business Bureau of Western Ontario, is
retiring as of December 31. Jan has held
this office for 29 years. She recalls, when
having worked at the Art Gallery in
1983, she answered an ad looking for
someone to establish a branch of the
BBB in London. She applied for the job,
was accepted and since that time has
built the organization into one today with
includes a staff of four, and that currently
has 1800 members throughout Western
Ontario stretching from Woodstock to
Windsor. The BBB is an international
organization that has been operating for
100 years and has 114 branches in North
America including 10 in Canada.
Their mandate is to establish a Code
of Business Practice whose members
adhere to Accreditation Standards which
represent good business practices specifically...Build Trust, Advertise Honestly,
Tell The Truth, Be Transparent, Honor
Promises, Be Responsive, Safeguard Privacy and Embody Integrity. They have
prepared information pamphlets for distribution to the general public which offer advice to consumers on such topics as
Refunds and Exchanges, Service Calls
and Estimates, Dispute Resolution, and
Concrete and Paving Contractors.
The Bureau is set up to hear complaints from the public, advise on the
qualifications of member Firms and to
offer advice in Mediation a/o Adjudication of commercial disputes.
Jan has enjoyed working with the
public and the business community to
build up a healthy business climate in
this area.
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and 2009, serving with Canon Don Ford
This experience, exposing her to
such time-tested precepts as “thou shalt
not steal” and “love thy neighbour as
thyself” would have obviously been of
great assistance to her in her demanding
career at the BBB.
Congratulations Jan, and enjoy your
retirement days.

Tony Rudd
Tony Rudd has passed his exams on
March 2 to become a Master Gardener,
certified by the Master Gardeners of Ontario Inc.
We have been fortunate at St. John’s
to have Tony and his wife Pam as Parishioners since their arrival here in October
2004.

Jan Delaney

Stephen McClatchie and
Peter Groom
A very moving event took place in
the Huron College Chapel on Saturday
Novemver 24. The marriage of Stephen
McClatchie and Peter Groom, which had
taken place in a civil ceremony at London’s City Hall on July 27, was celebrated as part of a Choral Holy Eucharist
Service. The celebrant was Rev’d Canon
William Cliff, Chaplain of Huron and the
Preacher was The Rev’d Canon Dr. William Danaher, Dean of Theology. A large
group of their families, friends and colleagues attended including Most. Rev.
Terry Finlay, retired Archbishop of Toronto, Rt. Rev. Robert Bennett, Bishop of
Huron, and Canon Don Ford. retired
Rector St. John the Evangelist. A reception followed in the Great Hall. Among

She notes that over recent years there
has been an increase in complaints arising out of “scams” due to the rapid build
up use of electronic advertising and
transactions on the Internet.

Tony Rudd with his
Master Gardener certificate.

November 22
Tony Rudd takes
advantage of
unusually warm
weather to clean
up the last few
leaves.

During her busy BBB work life, she
found time to serve on the Board of the
Western Fair Association and served as
its President for nine years.
Jan has served on St. John’s Parish
Council and was a Church Warden 2008

December 2012
the invited guests were St. John’s Music
directors David Hall and Jenny
Aylsworth, and other members of the St.
John’s congregation.

Stephen McClatchie and Peter Groom

(Continued on page 14)
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Unsettling Times
By Bob Hayman
Mathew 25: vs 35, 36
For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat…I needed clothes
and you clothed me.
Here at St. John’s we are very proud of
what we do as a congregation to help the
needy, with our Outreach Dinner Program,
our Christmas Hampers project and our
support of the St. Paul’s Daily Bread project.
However, as part of the population of
Ontario we fall dramatically short in our
aid to the poor.
Some Fast Facts about Existing Social
Assistance:
In June 2012, 477,339 people accessed
Ontario Works, i.e. 3.6% of Ontario
population
In June 2012, 415,338 people accessed
Ontario Disability Support Program i.e.:
3.1% of Ontario’s population
33% of Ontario Works applicants and
30% of ODSP applicants have completed Grade 12
24% of Ontario Works and 19% of
ODSP have post-secondary education
the rest have Grade 11 or lower

On October 24, the Provincial Commission for the Review of Social Assistance released its long awaited (22 months)
comprehensive report “Brighter Prospects:
Transforming Social Assistance in Ontario”, led by Francis Lankin and Munir
Sheikh. The report’s 108 recommendations
charts a new course for social assistance

Parishioners in the News
(Continued from page 13)

Brad Baker
A great honour was recently awarded
to Parishioner Brad Baker when he was
awarded the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Medal.
These medals have been awarded to
a number of Canadian citizens who were
recognized for their significant contribution to Canada or to a particular commu-
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towards a simpler, more effective and accountable system that removes barriers to
employment and increases opportunities to
work.
Banner Note: large funds are expended
screening Ontario Works applicants to ensure compliance with eligibility rules i.e.:
see Banner February 2012…In 2011, 237
City of London staff are employed to
screen the eligibility of OW applicants of
whom—23,000 persons were approved.
Some highlights of Proposed Reforms (34
are listed):
 Current support for single adult OW
support is $599/month. To be increased
$100/month.

December 2012
Without doubt, a very large increase in
the Provincial Social Assistance Budget
will be required to correct the gross inequalities that now exist. In this era of expenditure restraint, it will be a difficult sell.
Mathew 7:7
So whatsoever you wish that others
would do to you, do also to them, for
this is the Law and the Prophets
Last summer’s light reading introduced
me to a remarkable and disturbing book,
The Thieves of Bay Street (How Banks,
Brokerages, and the Wealthy Steal Billions
a Year from Canadians) by Bruce Livesey.

 All recipients would be allowed to earn
up to $200/month before their benefits
start
to
be
withdrawn
Banner Note: Ontario minimum wage
is currently$10.50/hour which equals
$1848/month. There is a large disconnect here in Provincial regulations.
 Excerpt from Supporting correspondence from Business Advisory Panel on
Income
Security
Reform:
…“We sincerely hope that the transformation of social assistance becomes an
integral part of Ontario’s strategy...”.

The local media have been noticeably
silent covering this report. The entire report
and supporting documents and briefs that
were submitted by various groups (e.g.:
Anglican Diocese of Niagara) can be accessed
on
the
website
www.socialassistancereview.ca.
I would encourage all parishioners to
read, at least the highlights, and suggest
that our Parish write to our local members
in support of these recommendations.

The Province, by properly reviewing
and controlling these unconscionable activities, would find that enough new funding
could be generated to deal with and correct
the poverty problem described above.
Psalm 119:1
Happy are they whose life is blameless, who conform to the way of the
Lord

Now if we could just get the doctors, the
teachers and the hockey players happy...

nity in the country.
Brad has served for seven years in
the Military Police of the Canadian Forces. He is currently serving as a Corporal
with 2 Military Police Regiment Det.
London (31 MP Platoon) (a reserve platoon) based out of ASU London.
He is a full-time reservist working at
the unit doing administrative duties for
the reserve Military Police Platoon in
London. Brad is not sure exactly why he
was selected but he says that “hard work,
determination, love for your community
and country” come into play.

Ottawa Award Ceremony
Brad and his family, accompanied by Vice
Chief of the Defence Staff ,Vice Admiral
A.B. Donaldson (CMM, CD).
(Continued on page 15)
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The 6th Annual
St. John’s 5K Run/Walk
By John Thompson
It was a close call, but the miserable
cold weather of the previous week lifted
just in time to preserve our 5K’s reputation
as a way to enjoy a glorious Indian Summer afternoon. Mickey Chovaz blew the
whistle and 63 runners, walkers, and tricyclists set off for Gibbons Park; by the time
they had crossed the finish line they had
raised over $12,000 for the Saturday Night
Meal Program.
There were some extraordinary efforts
– the parish of St. Jude raised $3600 (and
captured the Meal Team challenge trophy),
and Ilderton Grace / St. George’s some
$1200. St. John’s Mark Luxton and the
two Munn grandchildren each raised over
$500, and Vonni Collyer came through
with over $800.
We had almost as many volunteers as
participants, but key roles were played by
Ken Rosu-Myles (finish line), Susan
Blocker (registration and prizes), Jan
Delaney (pledges) and Elizabeth Skirving
and Frank Franchetto, who put on a great
post-race barbecue. Special thanks to the
Social Justice group from London Central,
who filled in the gaps, on the race course
and in the kitchen.
Once again, a huge success. The money raised will cover two-thirds of the meal
program budget. Of equal importance is
the demonstration of just how our parish
community works together to realize
God’s Kingdom right here on the corner of
St. James and Wellington.
(Continued from page 14)

He states that “I would have to say that
over the seven years that I have been in
the military, I owe a lot to my wife Kelly
who is the rock in this family”.
Brad is married to Kelly and they
have two children Julia and Olivia.
Congratulations to Brad and his family from all at St. John’s!

Brice Hall
Brice Hall (son
of David and Sara)
has become a published author, with
the recent printing of
his comic book The
Adventures of Adam
Brochu, which was officially launched at
a gathering in Toronto this fall (copies
available through the parents for just $6).
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Food and Gift Emporium

Christmas Services

A very high quality of food and goods were up for
sale on Friday evening November 23 at the St. John’s
Gift and Food Emporium.

Sunday December 9—Advent 2
Holy Eucharist White Gift Sunday

This event is sponsored by the St. John’s Women
and organized and produced by a talented group of
this organization. They have met regularly over the
year planning and creating items for this annual event.
There has been a very close social component developed from these which has been a wonderful byproduct
of this working team.
A sub-group collected and displayed Attic Treasures gathered from parishioners and friends.
It was a very successful evening earning approximately $3000 for the St. John’s Women’s account.

Sunday December 16—Advent 3
Christmas Pageant
Wednesday December 19 (7:00 p.m.)
Quiet Christmas
Take time for quiet reflection during the
hustle and bustle of this busy season
Sunday December 23—Advent 4
Lessons and Carols for Christmas
Once again we anticipate the birth of
Christ with readings and music
Monday December 24—Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m.: Children’s
Christmas Eve Service
7:00 p.m.: Family

Christmas Eve Service
Junior Choir
Gifts for children
at both services
Between Services: Reception

in Parish Hall
(hosted by Roger and Cathy Blake)
 10:00 p.m.: Candlelight Choral

Eucharist
Tuesday December 25—Christmas Day
10:30 a.m.: Holy Eucharist
Christmas Day Service
Sunday December30
Carol Sing Holy Eucharist
Monday December 31—New Year’s Eve

Passages
Baptisms
Cullen Mac L’Heureux
November 4, 2012
R.I.P
Andrew (Drew) Egerton
November 14, 2012
Chris (A.B.) Atkinson
November 19, 2012

8:30 p.m.: Family Activities Party

Games, Music, Crafts, Pot Luck and
Munchies
(talk to Rob and Patty for details)
11:30 p.m.: New Years Eve Gathering

- Music and reflections for the New
Year in the Church with refreshments
in the Hall
- First Celebration of
125th Anniversary in Parish Hall
Wednesday January 2
No service
Sunday January 6 (10:30 a.m.)
Holy Eucharist

