
Thanksgiving is an im-
portant part of spiritual life. 
It is something we should 
practice throughout the year 
as it reminds us to take at-
tention away from ourselves 
and give thanks to God who 
blesses us in many ways. 
The Harvest time is when 
we give attention to thanks-
giving because we decorate 
our churches with the fruit 
of the land. The point of bringing the fruits 
and vegetables into our churches at this time 
of year is so that we honour not so much 
ourselves and our labours but the God with-
in whose created order we find ourselves 
and without whom our labour and our lives 
are truly in vain. There can be no harvest 
without honouring the Creator in the order 
of creation. Just think about it. There is an 
important kind of marvel that a pumpkin is 
not a zucchini, that an apple is an apple and 
not a cucumber. Each aspect of the created 
order is distinct and knowable as such. In 
the great creation story in Genesis, there is 
the idea of the distinctive nature of each 

aspect of the created order. Each species is 
according to its kind and carries its seed 
within it, the seeds of its own development 
and evolution, if you will.  

We celebrate the Eucharist with bread 
and wine. Bread and wine remind us how 
we as humans work with the creator to form 
things. We do not go into the fields and find 
a loaf of bread, ready at hand. We do not go 
into the woods and find a bottle of wine, 
ready to drink. Bread and wine are im-
portant symbols of the human interaction 
with the created order.  

Wheat from a thousand fields is plant-
ed, cultivated and gathered in by a thousand 
hands to become the bread of the world. 
Grapes from a thousand vineyards are plant-
ed, nurtured and harvested by a thousand 
hands to become the good wine of the land.  

Jesus calls himself the “bread of life”. 
This gives us the sense that bread, the fruit 
of creation and human labour, has become 
food for our soul, spiritual food.  

This is the very meaning of the sacra-
ments. Things that belong to the natural 
world and our human interaction with it 
now become the means of our participating 
in the spiritual life of God. Bread and wine 

become the body and blood of Christ. There 
can be no greater affirmation of the created 
order and the dignity of our humanity than 
what belongs to the sacraments. There is no 
greater affirmation of the meaning of 
Christ’s incarnation.  

Thanksgiving is the meaning of the 
central and defining act of worship for 
Christians. Eucharist means the good or 
great thanksgiving. It celebrates and gathers 
us into the celebration of God’s redemption 
of humanity and the whole of creation. The 
bread and wine of civilization become the 
spiritual food of our souls. Jesus is the 
“bread of life.” It is his word to us; the word 
which has gone forth in creation goes forth 
to make us whole. We are called to be like 
the harvest, to be gathered to God. Please 
join us in this season of Thanksgiving. 
Please remember our Fall Food drive to 
assist the Daily Bread Food Bank. We have 
grocery bags to fill. Please pick them up at 
the church, fill with groceries and return to 
the church.  

We wish God’s Richest Blessing this 
Thanksgiving Season.  

 
Rev. Patty and Rev. Rob.   
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Sunday September 30 
 Creation Thanksgiving Service
 Brunch after 10.30 AM Service  
 

Sunday October 7 
 Harvest and National 
 Thanksgiving Celebration 
 Food drive for Daily Bread Food Bank 
 

Sunday October 14 
 6th Annual St. John’s 5k Run & Walk 
 

Sunday October 21 
 Intergenerational Service—10:30 am 
 

Friday November 2 
 An Evening with Bond in St. James 
 

Saturday November 3 
 St. John the Evangelist Church 
 Anglican Fellowship of Prayer 
 Bishop of Huron’s 2012 Prayer 
 Conference 
  The Transformative 
  Power of Prayer 

 10:00am to 3:00 pm 
 $20 includes Lunch 
 More info. Call 519-854-9998 
 or vvkenyon@rogers.com 
 

Sunday November 11 
 Remembrance Sunday 
 8:00 am and 10:30 am 
 

Friday November 23 
 Christmas Gift & Food Emporium 
The Emporium will be held on the 
evening of Friday November 23. Mark 
the date on your calendar. We welcome 
all baked goods, relishes, jams, jellies, 
pastries and any “attic treasures”. This 
event will be held in the Parish Hall 
starting at 6:30pm.  
 

St. Paul’s Cathedral 
Education Series 
 

For the following events, please bring your 
favourite potluck dish and a friend. We will 
supply the dishes and cutlery. 

Dinner starts at 5:30 pm with the talk 
beginning at 6:30 pm. 
 

Thursday, October 25, 2012 
 The Ritual Reason Why 

Fr. Bill Cliff, Canon Precentor for the 
Diocese of Huron, will lead a fun and 
eye opening tour of the little ceremonies 
and rituals that fill the liturgy on a day to 
day basis 

 

Thursday November 28 
 Lord Teach Us To Pray 

There are many ways to speak to God. 
Join the Rev’d Canon Dr. Todd Towns-
hend for a discussion on prayer in its 
many personal forms 

 

Thursday, December 13, 2012 
Mission and Social Justice 
The Venerable Richard Salt, Director for 
Mission & Ministry, Diocese of Huron, 
will speak about one of the Five Marks 
of Mission, specifically, “to respond to 
human needs by loving service. 

Upcoming Events 

Thanksgiving  
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Celebrating The 
Ford Ministry  

 

Friday Evening 
The weekend of Friday June 22 to Sun-

day June 24 was one full of joy and happi-
ness mingled with thanksgiving and some 
sadness as Parishioners marked the end of 
a memorable term of ministry at St. John’s 
by Canon Don and his wife Margaret.  

It had been a wonderful 13 years since 
their arrival in the summer of 1999. 

On Friday evening a dinner was held at 
Huron University College. It was preceded 
by a reception outside on the lawn where 
parishioners mingled with the guests of 
honour. They were accompanied by the 
members of their family Sarah and her hus-
band Claus, and Beth and her husband 
Tim. 

Inside the Kingsmill Room tables had 
been set with a pre-arranged seating plan. 
Roger Blake was the masterful MC for the 
evening festivities and he handled the job 
with great poise and good humour. A deli-
cious dinner was enjoyed by all. 

A thoughtful tribute thanking Don for 
his ministry was given by John Thompson. 
A variety of musical tributes were offered 
by young people and groups from the 
choir, a slideshow extolling Don’s person-
ality was shown. A presentation was made 
of an painting by Kevin Bice depicting a 
favourite Newfoundland scene of Don’s, 
and a final slide presentation depicting 
Don’s early life and his adventures at St. 
John’s, accompanied by closing live music 
from the Choir—The Lord Bless You and 
Keep You.  

Don replied with generous words of 
thanks for the variety of presentations that 
had been offered .and for the fulfilling life 
that he had enjoyed as our Rector. Marga-
ret in turn and their daughters as well, 
spoke in moving terms of the happiness of 
the St. John’s experience. 

It was a very emotional evening filled 
with lots of laughter, bursts of applause  
and  moments of deep reflection at our mu-
tual good fortune in sharing these memora-
ble years together. The variety of pictures 
on the following pages will give some indi-
cation of the happiness of the evening. 
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Following the service, all moved to the Parish Hall 
where a brunch that had been prepared and served to all.  

Some presentations were made to Don and Margaret 
who had with them as well as 
their children, their new 
granddaughter Mia, who was 
proudly displayed by the new 
Grandparents. They seemed 
to be getting on to their new 
role quite admirably! 

Sunday Morning 

On Sunday June 24 we assem-
bled in church for the final worship 
service to be led by Don. In attend-
ance were a number of persons 
from Don’s former parishes of St. 
George’s Forest Hill, Kitchener 
and St. Jude’s Brantford. 

The music for this service was 
very special. Jenny Aylsworth had 
arranged a Prelude for Brass en-
semble and the Bell Choir. The 
Senior and Junior choir joined to-
gether with the Brass for the Pro-
cessional, Recessional Hymns and 
the Offertory Anthem, and a male 
quartet singing Finlandia, an ar-
rangement by Alvin Reimer, was 
presented as a Blessing. The Post-
lude Carillon arranged for Bells 
and Brass by Jenny completed the 
service. 

Don’s homily and all the music 
were recorded on a CD, copies of 
which are available in the church 
office. 

It was a magnificent celebra-
tion of words and music! 

To Our St. John’s Family: 
 

Friday, June 22 was a very special 
evening. The dinner, entertainment, 
tributes and gifts were just outstand-
ing. Margaret, our family and I were 
quite overwhelmed with the good 
wishes and generosity. We would like 
to thank the committee who organized 
the event, all who participated in the 
tributes and presentations to us, and 
you the Parish who gave us a “Kevin 
Bice” painting which was painted a 
few hundred yards from my grand-

mother’s home. Your very generous 
monetary gift of $5000.00 was quite 
unexpected! 

On Sunday, June 24, at the 10:30 ser-
vice we were overcome with the out-
pouring of goodwill, thoughts and 
good wishes for our retirement and 
genuine love and prayers for us. God 
has blessed St. John’s with many 
blessings and a warm and generous 
congregation. We love you and will 
always remember you with gratitude 
and how supportive and loving you 
have been to us. You are in our pray-

ers. May God 
bless you in the 
Ministry you 
will continue 
with Rob and 
Patty and in the 
Ministry that 
lies ahead with 
a new incum-
bent. 

Love, 

Margaret 
and Don 

Celebrating The Ford Ministry  
(continued) 
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This homily was delivered to the 
Welcome Back Sunday 
congregation on September 9. 
 

By Rob and Patty Luxton 

 
September is here again. Welcome to 

everyone. We are glad to be here with you 
this morning. We have been looking for-
ward to hearing about your summer ad-
ventures and catching up with what’s new 
with you, and if you are a visitor with us 
this morning, or this is your first time 
here, a special welcome to you. Rob and I 
would look forward to meeting you after 
the service. 

For those of you who are new, or 
whom we haven’t met yet, I’m Rob and 
this is my wife Patty and we are very for-
tunate to be part of the Ministry here at St. 
John the Evangelist Anglican Church. We 
have been Associate Priests here for 11 
years. We continue here as Priests in 
Charge. As you have heard already from 
the Wardens this morning, the parish is in 
the process of selecting a new Rector. In 
spite of this time of transition, the ministry 
of St. John’s continues. We like to high-
light these ministries on Welcome Back 
Sunday. 

Our readings today challenge us to be 
followers of Christ and that our faith is 
more than just words. Our faith moves us 
to action in many ways. The church is 
about a body of believers who are seeking 
to follow Christ and to make our world a 
better place. Paul calls us all to be a part 
of the body using our gifts and talents in 
the ministry of the church. “For just as the 
body is one and has many members and 
all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ.”(1 Corinthians 12). This call is 
what is at the heart of what it is to be hu-
man. We seek community with others. 
Our modern world reflects this with the 
spectacular growth of Facebook and Twit-
ter and whatever other social networking 
site is hot out there today. People want to 
share their lives with other people. This is 
what the church has been about for 2000 
years. We hopefully offer the opportunity 
to gather with others around the table of 
Christ and to serve our community. Where 
does it begin for us as followers of Christ. 

It begins in our gospel today: 
“Jesus called the crowd with his disci-

ples, and said to them, ‘If any want to be-
come my followers, let them deny them-
selves and take up their cross and follow 
me.” 

This is where we begin. Peter has just 
answered the question of Jesus, “Who do 
you say that I am?” With the words “You 
are the Messiah?” Peter has an “Aha” mo-
ment. He realizes that Jesus has the words 
of life and what is really important. Peter 
gets some of it but not all of it. He still 
thinks they will overthrow the Romans 
and sweep into power. Jesus has to correct 
him to realize this not about overthrowing 
governments and power but about service 
and love. Jesus says to be a disciple, “you 
must deny yourself and take your cross 
and follow me.” This is how we are truly 
human when we give of ourselves in ser-
vice of others. We have taken all that God 
gives us (our Cross) both the good and 
bad of our lives and follow Jesus. 

Our other readings today, also reflects 
this idea that by giving of ourselves, our 

time, our talent and our resources, this is 
what makes us fully human. Proverbs 
written a long time ago in the time of Sol-
omon, a thousand years before Jesus: 

“Those who are generous are blessed 
for they share their bread with the 
poor” (Proverbs 22:8-9). The interesting 
point is not that you will be blessed by 
giving but the blessing is in the giving. 

And from the Book of James who is 
believed to be the brother of Jesus: James 
writes, “So faith by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead.” 

This is the challenge we have in our 
busy world, to build community and to 
serve as best we can. 

The good news is that a lot of interest-
ing Ministry continued even during the 
summer. Our meal program continued to 
feed an average of 150 or more people 
each week. Our young people went off to 
camp. We had some young people like 
Moses Francis, Aaron McKinnon, and 
Michelle Baya provide leadership at Hu-
ron Church Camp. Patty went to the 
CLAY (Canadian Lutheran Anglican 
Youth) Conference in Saskatoon, with 
James Hannay and Emily Sandor, where 
we worshipped, were taught and where we 
fellowshipped with a 1000 people from 

across Canada. Our family went to Detroit 
with 12 other Anglicans from London area 
to work on houses with the Rippling Hope 
organization. Our community was blessed 
with other ministry opportunities that 
went on. These include worship, prayer, 
fellowship, and visiting within the parish. 
This is what we are called to be as the 
body of Christ.  

We need to be different. That’s what 
Christianity is all about. It’s about being 
different It’s about working in the best 
interests of all people, respecting them 
along the way and encouraging them to be 
the best that they can be. It’s about lend-
ing a helping hand up, not one that pushes 
down, and standing between the vulnera-
ble and the oppressor.  

On this Sunday, we like to highlight 
the ministry opportunities we have here at 
St. John the Evangelist. In a few moments 
we will be calling up a group of people 
who represent committees and groups 
within our congregation who provide im-
portant ministry to the body of Christ in 
this place. Paul in his letter to the Corin-
thians makes the important point that all 
parts of the body are equally important,  
and if one part hurts, we all hurt. This is 
the support we can provide for one anoth-
er. We have handed out yellow booklets to 
remind us of those groups and if you 
would like to be involved in any of these 
please speak to those people highlighted 
or Patty or I. 

We will be sharing a liturgy of com-
missioning to help us all recognize our 
place in the body of Christ. 

First we would like to call the people 
we asked to come forward to represent: 
Worship, Property, Choir, Home Com-
munion, Outreach, MOB, Servers, Craft 
Group, Committee of Gentlemen, 125th 
Anniversary Committee, The Banner, Li-
brary Committee, Prayer Ministry, Meal 
Program, St. John’s Women, Church 
School, Selection Committee, Sidespeo-
ple/Greeters and Hospitality. 

We would also like the Selection 
Committee to stand in their places if they 
are here. They are: John Thompson, Cathy 
Blake, Sharrone Sandor, Michael Hannay, 
Bruce Tuck, Pamela Rudd, Grace Sandor, 
Stephen McClatchie, Frances Reimer, 
Kathryn Ferguson and Jonathan Franchet-
to. 

We will now join 
together for our Liturgy 
of Commissioning for 
the Lay Ministry of the 
Church.  

Welcome Back 
Sunday 

We need to be different. 
That’s what Christianity 

is all about.  



The Banner                                                                                     6                                                                          September 2012 

 

Milk Bags Project 
By Cathy Blake 

Some of you have 
walked in the office doors at 
the church and been con-
fronted with either stacks and stacks of 
plastic mats made from milk bags or 
green garbage bags or boxes filled with 
milk bags ready to be transformed into 
sleep mats. Here is an update. There are 
many groups in and around the London 
area that have teams of people making 
these mats. Each mat on average takes 
about 200 milk bags to make. They are 
either crochet or woven into colourful 
works of art. St. John’s has graciously 
supported this project since Rev. Marlene 
Harvey started it over 4 years ago. The 
mats and materials are stored in a room 
in the basement ready for delivery. Over 
10,000 mats have been delivered to most-

ly South Africa and Haiti through the 
Rotarians in London and Grand Bend. If 
you do the math that means over two 
million milk bags not in landfills! The 
mats are used in various ways by the re-
cipients. Some are used for children to sit 
on in the schools rather than hard con-
crete floors. Some are used in clinics for 
those who do not have cots for their pa-
tients. I have even seen a picture of a hut 
made from long poles and mats strapped 
to the poles for shelter. Amazing! I want 
to thank Doris and Paul Petersen for all 
of their help in loading and delivering of 
these mats. I also want to thank the many 
volunteers from different groups for shar-
ing their time in producing all of these 
mats. 

Update from the 
Selection Committee 
By John Thompson 

Before the real business of seeking 
out, interviewing, and selecting the new 
Rector can begin, we have had to devel-
op an updated profile of our parish. This 
will serve to introduce St. John’s to po-
tential candidates -- our accomplish-
ments, shortcomings, and hopes. It will 
also provide basic ‘nuts and bolts’ infor-
mation -- such as who makes up our 
community, how we spend our money, 
how we organize worship and our minis-
try. 

This task will be completed by Octo-
ber 3rd, and the completed profile sent to 
the Bishop on October 4th. Stephen 
McClatchie has taken on the task of col-
lating the information from the individual 

parishioner questionnaire (see pages 12-
14) and this, as well as the final draft of 
the parish profile document, will be 
available in the church office soon there-
after. 

The next step will be for the Bishop 
to provide the Selection Committee with 
a list of candidates. We may suggest 
names of individuals for the Bishop's 
consideration when he is drawing up this 
list, and for this the Selection Committee 
welcomes parishioner input -- although 
these names may not necessarily be on 
the list we receive. The Committee will 
then set about reviewing the information 
provided by each candidate and initiating 
the interview process. 

We really must emphasize that the 
members of the Committee have agreed 
to hold in complete confidence the names 
of the individuals we are considering and 
the progress of our deliberations. Any 
breach of this pledge of confidentiality 
will have a devastating effect on the pro-
cess. 

New Sound System In Place 
The sound system, provided by Hori-

zon, is installed and operating. One final 
modification will be completed within 
two weeks. The fund-raising will now 
begin in earnest. The final bill came in 
under projected cost. 

The system was described at the spe-
cial vestry meeting of March 25, and was 
approved based on a budget of $40,000. 
It was placed in service on Sunday Sep-
tember 9. Initial reports  are favourable.   
Choir  members  report their hearing of 

service par-
ticipants 
speaking 
much im-
proved due 
to installa-
tion of two 
new speak-
ers on the 
Rood 
Screen fac-
ing into the 
Chancel. 

Selection Committee (left to right) 

Pam Rudd, Stephen McClatchie, 
John Thompson, Jonathan Franchetto, 

Frances Reimer, Bruce Tuck, Cathy Blake, 
Sharrone Sandor, Kathryn Ferguson, 
Grace Sandor 

Parish News 
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Summer Saturday Nights At St. John’s 
Thanks to the dedicated work of our Saturday Night Dinner 

Committee, throughout the summer, the program continued 
with the enthusiastic participation of several groups beyond St. 
John’s Parish 

We have an outstanding Committee. All of its members 
love St. John’s and are committed to its ministry. Please keep 
them in your prayers. 

The Dinner Program Committee consist of: 

Chair  Lynn Bice 

Meal Planning Mary Anne Campbell 

Supplies and Cooks  Martha Calhoun 

Miscellaneous  Hazel Elmslie 

Community Contact Robin Clow 

Clothing Cupboard  Margaret Nelson 

Volunteer Community Glenda Hayward  
Coordinator 
 

A summary of the summer action 
is outlined in the chart below.  

Siolam United Church Dinner Team 

Legend: 

Siloam 14 
 Siloam United Church 
 14 Volunteers 

 

PT 
 Parish of the Thames 
 Consists of Congregations  of :St. 
John’s Thamesford, St. Luke’s Crumlin, 
Christ Church Lakeside, St. George’s on 
the Wye Thorndale 

Rector: The Rev Larry Edwards 

Pilgrims 
 Past participants in the  
 Camino Walk 

Rotary 
 The Rotary Club of 
 Westmount 

Date Weather Team+ # Captains Menu # 
Guests 

Seconds  Comments 

23-Jun Nice Siloam 
14 

Nelson & Barbara 
Walters 

pasta salad, cole slaw, 
peaches, cookies 

190 60   

30-Jun 32C 
hot, humid 

St Johns 
16 

Hazel Elmslie 
Lynn Bice 

BBQ hot dogs, coleslaw, 
watermelon, cookies 

72 72 Lots of free food around 
the city, Western Fair, 
Pentacostal church 
Dundas and Lyle 

07-Jul 33C 
humid 

PT 
12 

Larry Edwards 
Jane Kuwalyshyn 

Egg salad sandwiches, meat 
and cheeses sandwiches, 
veggie sticks 

118 24 some bread for sand-
wiches very dry, previ-
ously frozen 

14-Jul 31C 
humid 

PT 
13 

LarryEdwards Jane 
Kuwalyshy 

Hotdogs , Salad 138 50 Hot dog buns were 
moldy 

21-Jul 28C 
cloudy 

PT 
17 

Larry Edwards  
Jane Kuwalyshyn 

Lettuce salad Baloney/ ham 
sandwiches 

145 28 need more disposable 
glasses 

28-Jul 28C 
partly cloudy 

PT 
24 

Larry Edwards 
Jane Kuwalyshyn 

Hot dogs, crudités, fruit sal-
ad 

114 43   

04-Aug 30C 
hot, sunny 

Pilgrims 
14 

John Thompson Cold ham, potato salad, veg-
gies, watermelon, cookies 

90 73/3rds 
10 

  

11-Aug 20C 
overcast 

St. Johns 
21 

Rick & Mary Jane 
Mann 

Tuna pasta salad, cut veg-
gies fruit salad cookies 

153 71 no left overs. lots of 
thank-yous 

18-Aug sunny, mild St. Johns 
22 

Rob, Mark, Sarah 
Luxton 

BBQ hamburgers, hotdogs 175 50 stacking plates with 
napkins was not helpful 

25-Aug sunny, hot Rotary 
10 

Trudy Sweigie Subs, salad, jello, cookies 207     

01-Sep 28C 
humid 

St. John’s 
13 

Hazel Elmslie, 
Lynn Bice 

beef hot dogs, coleslaw, 
jello, whipped cream cook-
ies 

84 84 guest advised we make 
the best coleslaw in 
town 

08-Sep Overcast, sunny St. Jude's 
17 

Ray, Mary Anne 
Campbell, 

Glenda Hayward 

subs, tossed salad, pickles, 
cupcakes 

143     
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A Special Thank You 

From Moses Francis 

 
Dear Members of Saint 
John The Evangelist: 
 

I would like to say thanks for assisting 
me and helping to go to Huron Church 
Camp. This year I did the Leader in 
Training. I learned a lot of skills such as 
how to work with children, how to be a 
leader and how to find God and myself 
through the process. I will incorporate 
these skills into my daily life. During 
those three weeks we got to do a lot, but 
one experience/event that really changed 

my life was hiking the Bruce Peninsula. 
Everyone was in high hopes as we were 
excited to finally be on our way. We 
arrived later that afternoon and got to go 
up to the Grotto. The Grotto was a really 
fun experience. I had never seen such a 
clear water in my life. It was just beauti-
ful. On Tuesday morning we woke up 
and hiked two hours to Stormhaven. 
Stormhaven was wonderful. It’s rocky 
slippery beaches and ice cold waters 
really cooled us down after our hike. 
The next day we hiked six hours to a 
place called “High Dump” that was a 
really hard and exhausting hike. The 
next day we got up and went back to 
Stormhaven. That night we stayed up 

late and saw the sunset. That was a 
speechless moment. I had never seen 
such a beautiful sunset in my life. It was 
remarkable. 

The next day we went back to the Grotto 
to conclude our trip. 

The Bruce was a very exhilarating expe-
rience, and thanks to your help I got to 
experience it. I made moments that will 
last a life time. Thanks again for every-
thing. It was very much appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Moses Francis 

(The Outreach committee supported 
Moses attendance from their budget) 

Musical News 
Following Don’s final Sunday service on 

Sunday June 24,the choir gathered for a pic-
ture at the Chancel steps. 

The choir will very much miss Margaret 
who was a faithful Alto Below is recent note 
she sent to the choir. 

Parish News 

Senior Choir (Left to right): 
David Hall, Rod Brawn, Peter Groom, 
Jane Coleman, Jennifer Munds, Peter 
Becher, Jenny Aylsworth, Lane Heller, 
Susan Steele, Peter Godwin, Bob Steele, 
Daphne Bice Bob Hayman, Margaret 
Ford, John Biehn, Kevin Bice, Brenda 
Jeffery, Stephen McClatchie, Sue 
Waring, Fred Munn, Sara Hall 

Junior Choir 

Back Row: Amanda McConnell, 
Mark Luxton, Grace Tessier, 
Evelyn Godwin. 
 

Front Row: Finton Tessier, Luc Tessier, 
Caitlyn McConnell. 

Margaret Says Thanks 

Dear Choir Friends: 
 

How much I miss you and our 
Thursday night practices. It was 
such a joy to be part of your 
warm and caring group for so 
many years and to work with you on Sunday 
mornings. I feel very fortunate to have grown 
musically under the expert and patient guidance 
of our beloved David and Jenny. Haven’t we 
been blessed? 
 

Thank you for the exquisite hummingbird glass 
panel, that now hangs in our pergola. From our 
kitchen table, it is a lovely reminder to look at 
and enjoy. I will treasure it and my memories of 
you, always. 
 

Thank you, too, for the spectacular retirement 
party celebrations. We loved your Friday night 
party offerings- so clever, so you! 
 

The Sunday morning worship was celebratory 
and filled with such love and grace. We felt truly 
honoured. 
 

So thank you, dear friends, for all that you are, 
and may your talents and fellowship continue to 
flourish. 
 
Love, Margaret 

 

P.S. Special love to the alto section! XOXO 

 

 

Movie LIFE Group 
John and Isabell Biehn are or-
ganizers of this group which 
will be meeting bi-monthly. The 
next meeting is October 15 with 
the film to be reviewed Ex-
tremely Loud and Incredibly 
Close. 

This LIFE Group started in 
March 2001 and over these 
years discussed over 100 films. 

New members are welcome! 

Movie Group Meeting May 28 
at John and Isabell Biehn’s Residence  

Bob and Anne Hayman, Jane Coleman, Nancy 
Coups, Helen Martin, Margaret and Bruce Nel-
son. Film under discussion that evening was 
The Way. 
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Kim Little 
Long time and 

faithful parishioner, 
J.H. (Kim) Little has 
been awarded the 2012 
Award of Excellence in 
Real Estate, from the 
Ontario Bar Association—Real Property 
Section. 

Kim is Senior Partner in the London 
firm Little, Inglis, Price & Ewer LLP. 

This award, announced on June 5, 
2012, was created to recognize excep-
tional contributions and/or achievements 
in real estate law by members of the 
OBA. 

Quoting from the citation, “He has 
been practicing real property law since 
his call to the bar over 50 years ago, he 
is a willing mentor to young lawyers, he 
has never turned down a request to assist 
those of his colleagues who turn to him 
for advice and direction with respect to 
any of the myriad details required to 
make a real estate transaction- from a 
simple house purchase to a major land 
development—a success.” 

He has lectured at the Bar Admis-
sion Course and been an active partici-
pant at the provincial level in numerous 
groups seeking to improve the practice 
of real property law for both the practi-
tioners and clients”. 

Kim was Church Warden in 1970 
and 1971 serving with the then Rector 
Rev. Canon T.E. Finlay. 

Congratulations Kim! 

Ian Leach 
St. John’s parishion-

ers are pleased to recog-
nize the recent appoint-
ment of Ian Leach as a 
Judge of the Ontario Su-
perior Court of Justice in 
London. Ian and his family joined our 
St. John’s congregation earlier this year 
(see Banner February 2012). Ian has 
been a lawyer with the London legal 
firm Lerners for 23 years. 

As Banner editor, during a recent 
conversation with him he explained that 

his chief area of legal expertise during 
private practice had been in the area of 
Civil Litigation. Among the many re-
sponsibilities he now has, one includes 
adjudicating actions in the field of Fami-
ly Law, an area he says where he has 
lots of reading to do. I suggested that a 
thorough knowledge of The Ten Com-
mandments should be all he needed to 
know. 

He is enjoying the challenge of this 
new career and commented that he now 
has the authority to perform weddings. 
(Rob and Patty note: you have a backup 
person if required!). 

Congratulations and best wishes to 
Ian, Kecia and their family as they em-
bark on this new adventure together. 

Sherry Steele 
St. John’s parishion-

ers will be interested to, 
learn that the talented 
Sherry Steele Tessier, a 
long time member  of 
our congregation, has 
taken a position as Music Director at 
Riverside United Church, Springbank 
Drive, London. She started at her new 
position on August 1 

Her bio appears currently on the 
Riverside UC website as follows: 

Director of Music 

A native of London, Ontario, Sherry 
completed both her BMus Hon in 
performance (voice) and MMus in 
Literature and Performance (voice) 
at the University of Western Ontario. 

A versatile performer, she has toured 
North America extensively and has 
been featured in productions ranging 
from opera, oratorio, music theatre 
and folk music. She has also earned 
her A.R.C.T. in piano performance 
and has been teaching piano and 
voice for several years in both her 
own studio as well as through the 
Don Wright Faculty of Music, West-
ern University. 

This bio does not really tell the story 
of Sherry as we have known her at St. 
John’s. 

Her involvement in Parish life from 
her early Church School days has been 

extensive, through participation  in, and 
directing of, many  Christmas pageants 
and Parish musical events. 

When asked about her responsibili-
ties at her new position at Riverside, 
Sherry says that she will be planning,  
directing and playing the music for the 
regular 10:30 am service. The choir con-
sists of 25 members who practice every 
Thursday night. The Minister selects the 
hymns for the day but she selects all 
other music including Anthems. They 
have an extensive Music Library. The 
UC does not have a communion service 
as frequently as we do so the 10:30 ser-
vice usually ends before 11:30 am. Ad-
ditional duties include directing the Bell 
Choir. She hopes to start a Junior Choir. 

A second service each Sunday is 
held at 8:44 am which includes a band 
and contemporary music all directed by 
another staff person. 

An accomplished piano player, 
Sherry has not had any experience play-
ing the organ, but she told the selection 
committee at her interview that she 
would be willing to learn! 

She says that her children will now 
be attending Riverside with her each 
Sunday except for days when Junior 
Choir members will be singing at St. 
John’s. 

Riverside is fortunate to have such a 
talented  person on their staff. We will 
miss her here but send her congratula-
tions together with our very best wishes 
for a successful career move! 

 

Brick Street Cemetery 
Scholar 
By David Hall 

As well as a music 
enthusiast, I also enjoy 
local history and suffer 
from taphophilia (look 
that up in your Funk & Wagnall’s!) A 
number of years ago I became aware of 
the sorry state into which Brick Street 
Cemetery, one of the area’s oldest ceme-
teries, had fallen. When I retired I start-
ed a group of concerned Londoners, the 

(Continued on page 10) 

Parishioners in the News 
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Friends of Brick Street Cemetery and in the past 5 years we 
have restored the cemetery to not only a place of respect for 
our earliest settlers, but also a place of education where citi-
zens can learn about the interesting people who first came to 
this area. Over fifty of those buried here were born in the 
1700’s. The cemetery thus represents one of London’s oldest 
links with our colonial past. At least 10 people here participat-
ed in the War of 1812 and they will be highlighted at this 
year’s Doors Open, September 29-30.  

Jennie Bice 
The annual Home County Music Festival held at Victoria 

Park invited the musical trio Prydwen to open its three day 
event on July 20. 

Lead singer and fiddler in this musical group from BC is 
the talented Jennie Bice, daughter of Kevin and Daphne, who 
Parishioners will remember from her appearance at three previ-
ous New Year’s Eve celebration at St. John’s. 

Jennie grew up in London attending Central Collegiate 
playing violin in the school orchestra, and was a member for 
several years of the SJMB. She now lives in BC with her hus-
band Joe and her daughter Sofya (8) who also plays the fiddle. 
Her talents are in great demand all over the Province where she 
plays in 12 different bands. She and Joe also 

have a recording studio called Annwyn.  

Jennie will be playing back in London again with Tim 
Redman on Sunday October 14,7:30 pm at Chaucer’s, 122 Car-
ling St. Kevin says “The nice thing about going to a show at 
Chaucer’s is that it is very cosy and you can have a pint of 
your favorite brew while you enjoy the music”. 

  (Continued from page 9) 

 

Sutherland Studio of Dance’s Tartan Tea 
Simone Charlton (back row, 6th from the right), and 
Arianna Franchetto (back row, 3rd from right) 

Prydwen , featuring Jennie Bice at right 

 

Wanted!! Mason Jars 
1and 1.5 quart sizes mason jars are 
needed for  Christmas Bazaar Project  
 
Call Susan Webb:  519-432-9445 

Parishioners in the News 
 

Simone Charlton and 
Arianna Franchetto 

These talented dancers performed at the 
Tartan Tea (Sutherland Studio of Dance) held at 
St. John’s in June. 

Submitted by Cory Davies 

We have four new items to bring to 
your attention: 
 

1. The Primate will be conducting a 
service in November of 2013. 
 

2. There will be a Parish Anniversary dinner at 
Highland Country Club in the spring of 2013. 

3. Anniversary pins organized by Don and Rob 
will be available for sale shortly. 

4. The Sunday School will promote 
125 Acts of Kindness for the Parish to act on 
—one for each year! 

125TH ANNIVERSARY UPDATE FROM THE COMMITTEE 
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The Good Samaritan 
By Erica Howes 

 
What must I do to inherit eternal life? 
Is what the lawyer asked Jesus, 
Testing him, questioning him, 
Hoping he’d leave us with an answer of truth. 
 
But then Jesus asked the lawyer, 
What is written in the law? 
And see the law reads: 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind 
and your neighbour as yourself.” 
This, was written in the law with permanent ink 
that cannot be erased. 
But then the lawyer faced Jesus and asked- 
“Who is my neighbour?”  
What does that mean? And Jesus told the lawyer a story, 
of something he’d seen. 
 
The story of the good Samaritan. 
The story of a man lying, suffering, dying in a ditch 
And when a priest came down from Jerusalem, 
He crossed the street, avoiding the man’s pleas. 
And when a Levite came down from Jerusalem, 
He crossed the street, while this man is silently begging on his 
knees. 
Yet they both look away, pretend they don’t see and just, keep, 
walking.  
And then a Samaritan walks by, 
Moved with sympathy, not needing telepathy 
To see this man needs help, 
And the Samaritan chooses to see. 
It is the good Samaritan that picks this man up, 
Bandages him, takes him to an inn, makes sure that he’s okay 
With nothing more to say than:  
“Take care of him.” He told the inn keeper, “Take care of him”. 
 
Now, we all wonder why the priest just walked past, 
When you’d think he’d be the last person to pretend he didn’t see. 
He didn’t want to be seen as unclean,  
After all, maybe the priest had just left the temple, he’d already 
done good today, 
Meaning it’s okay to just look away. 

Youth Service  
A very stimulating worship 
service complete with upbeat 
music, drama and prayers was 
put on by our Youth Group on 
Sunday June 3. 
 

A highlight of the service was 
the Homily delivered by Erica 
Howes, sections of which is 
printed below. 

 

Erica is currently studying 
Journalism at Carleton 
University in Ottawa. 

Now, what about the Levite 
He too, saw the man in the ditch, crossed the street 
and walked on by, 
Turning a blind eye 
Maybe thinking- its not my fight so its alright to just keep walking. 
 
Now, let’s look at the Samaritan 
He didn’t have to stop  
You’d think he didn’t have any connection, any responsibility for 
this man dying, he didn’t even know. 
But he stopped anyway, accepted this man, and took care of him.  
The Samaritan, he has scars of his own, 
Hidden within those bandages he gave away, 
Or hidden behind masks that say he’s okay 
We all have problems, we all have scars 
And we’ve all been that man lying in the ditch, 
Screaming into a cone of silence 
Surrounded by sound-proof walls 
So you think no one can hear you, 
Until someone chooses to hear, chooses to see, chooses to listen.  
 
Think back. 
And realize that at different moment in our pasts, 
We’ve all been the Priest,  
We’ve all been the Levite, 
We’ve all been the man lying in the ditch 
And now is our time to be the good Samaritan.  
 
That doesn’t mean being completely selfless, and forgetting about 
yourself 
Being a good Samaritan means outstretching your hand to someone 
in need, saying 
“I see you. I’ll take care of you. Because I see that you are my 
neighbour.” 
 
Jesus stated the law saying: 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and 
your neighbour as yourself.” 
 
So again, the lawyer wondered,  
“Who are our neighbours?” 
Look around you. 
And realize, your neighbour is not just the person who lives in a 
brick structure beside yours.  
We are all neighbours. 
 
And we need to open our eyes, and see that being a good neighbour 
is the person Jesus wants us to be, 
And the good Samaritan, he lies inside each and every one of us, 
Because we all have eyes that open up to others and truly see them 
for who they are. 
We all have ears that we use for listening and listening is the first 
step in understanding, 
We all have a heart that pounds every second, reminding us we can 
love and give, 
We can all live our lives as the good Samaritan, 
Because we also all have a hand 
That we can outstretch to any person, 
Whether we know them or not,  
We can all say, 
“You’re my neighbour. And I’ll take care of you.” 
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Congregational Questionnaire – 2012 

Summary of Results—Compiled by Stephen McClatchie 

Note:  Not all respondents answered all questions. 
 

The selection committee is grateful to all who took 
the time to respond to the questionnaire. 
 

Many thanks! 

 
 The	Way	Things	Are	Today	 	 Our	Hope	for	the	Future	

	
 

Agree	 Disagree	 Don't	Know	
	

Want	
More	

Leave	
Same	

Want	Less	

	 Worship        
1	 The	worship	space	is	awe‐inspiring	and	enhances	

my	sense	of	God’s	presence.	
90	 3	 1	

	
14	 73	 0	

2	 The	worship	space	promotes	both	creative	and	
traditional	worship.	

87	 7	 4	
	

21	 67	 0	

3	 The	worship	space	can	be	adapted	to	promote/
accommodate	a	variety	of	service	styles.	

82	 7	 5	
	

22	 63	 1	

4	 Our	congregation	offers	a	wide	variety	of	liturgical	
styles	and	experiences,	using	resources	from	a	
selection	of	service	and	hymn	books.	

72	 19	 3	
	

27	 61	 1	

5	 Children	and	youth	are	welcome	and	freely	participate	
in	worship.	

93	 2	 2	
	

28	 61	 5	

6	 Lay	participation	in	leadership	in	the	worship	is	
encouraged	and	practiced	

90	 0	 4	
	

13	 70	 1	

	         
 Preaching        
1	 Our	congregation	looks	to	the	sermon/homily	for	

inspiration	and	hope.	
79	 3	 11	

	
43	 37	 1	

2	 Our	congregation	looks	forward	to	sermons/homilies	 		 		 		 	 		 		 		
		 		a.							based	on	the	Bible	 70	 7	 10	 	 27	 44	 8	
		 		b.							based	on	real	life	experiences.	 81	 3	 9	 	 48	 34	 4	
3	 Our	congregation	expects	our	priest	to	make	

preparation	for	the	sermon	a	priority	in	his/her	work	 69	 10	 13	
	

22	 62	 1	

4	 Preaching	and	Worship	help	us	to	proclaim	by	word	
and	example	the	good	news	of	God	in	Christ	and	to	
help	me	live	out	my	daily	life	as	a	Christian.		

89	 1	 4	
	

30	 45	 3	

	
        

 Music        
1	 Music	plays	a	major	part	in	our	worship	services.	 97	 0	 0	 	 33	 58	 0	

2	 Our	congregation	supports	the	choir	both	 inancially	
and	with	people	(e.g.	Music	Bursaries)	

62	 6	 27	
	

27	 52	 0	

3	 Our	congregation	provides	a	variety	of	music	
ministries	that	involves	many	styles	

71	 21	 5	
	

36	 52	 3	

Total number of responses:106 of 308  
 (34.42% response rate) 

 

Age distribution:   
Child (<11) 1 (0.94%) 
Youth (12-16) 3 (2.83%) 
Young Adult (17-26) 2 (1.89%) 
Adult (27-64) 30 (28.3%) 
Older Adult (65+) 61 (57.55%) 
Did Not Answer 9 (8.49%) 

 Community        
1	  I	feel	a	strong	sense	of	togetherness	in	this	
congregation.	

81	 9	 6	
	

37	 52	 0	

2	
 This	congregation	regularly	provides	social	events	
where	members	can	meet	and	get	to	know	one	another.	

90	 2	 6	
	

27	 60	 0	

3	  I	feel	accepted	and	warmly	supported	in	this	
congregation.	

87	 6	 4	
	

28	 59	 0	
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  The	Way	Things	Are	Today	 	 Our	Hope	for	the	Future	
	

 
Agree	 Disagree	 Don't	Know	

	
Want	
More	

Leave	
Same	

Want	Less	

	 Leadership        
1	 Clergy	and	laity	of	our	parish	behave	in	a	way	that	
shows	and	teaches	the	love	of	Christ,	the	teachings	of	
the	Gospel	and	the	mission	of	the	parish.	

91	 1	 5	
	

26	 62	 1	

2	 Congregational	leadership	is	shared	and	leaders	are	
encouraged	to	recruit	and	mentor	replacements.	

70	 8	 20	
	

32	 53	 0	

3	 Our	lay	leaders	provide	proactive	leadership	in	all	
areas	of	congregational	life.	

66	 8	 22	
	

26	 53	 0	

4	
Our	leadership	(clergy	and	lay)	encourage	and	equip	
members	to	use	their	gifts	to	contribute	to	the	life,	
work	and	witness	of	our	congregation	and	community.	

79	 3	 15	

	

31	 49	 0	

	         
 Pastoral Care        
1	 Clergy	and	laity	provide	a	caring	ministry	for	the	sick,	
those	shut‐in	or	in	crisis.	 87	 0	 9	

	
29	 56	 0	

2	 Clergy	and	laity	feel	it	is	important	and	reach	out	to	
those	who	have	fallen	away	from	the	Church.	

40	 10	 46	
	

44	 22	 0	

3	 Our	congregation	feels	it	is	important	to	provide	
pastoral	support	to	parishioners	to	help	them	deal	
with	personal	problems.	

67	 2	 25	
	

29	 45	 0	

4	 Laity	are	encouraged	to	provide	caring	support	to	all	
members	of	the	parish.	

72	 6	 17	
	

37	 40	 0	

5	 Our	congregation	has	an	active	Pastoral	Care	team	to	
work	with	the	clergy	to	minster	to	congregants.		

65	 2	 28	
	

28	 44	 0	

	         
 Evangelism        
1	 By	their	actions,	the	parishioners	reveal	their	faith	in	
Christian	values.	 78	 3	 13	

	
27	 53	 0	

2	 People	in	our	congregation	are	intentionally	
welcoming	to	visitors	and	strangers.	

69	 8	 14	
	

39	 38	 0	

3	 Our	congregation	is	growing.	 7	 52	 35	 	 72	 5	 0	
4	 Our	congregation	has	an	active	web	site.	 50	 12	 30	 	 41	 32	 0	
5	 Our	congregation	regularly	holds	
gifts	discernments	workshops.	

4	 18	 68	
	

21	 8	 1	

6	 Congregants	are	encouraged	to	know	and	share	their	
faith	stories.	

38	 22	 33	
	

31	 31	 3	

	      		 		 		
	 Christian Education        
1	  Our	congregation	provides	for	the	nurture	and	
Christian	Education	of	children	and	youth.	 		 		 		

	
	 	 	

2	 Our	congregation	provides	opportunities	for	adults	to	
safely	ask	questions	about	their	fail	and	to	
explore	answers	together.	

		 		 		
	

	 	 	

3	 Adults	are	encouraged	to	participate	in	Christian	
Education	programs,	e.g.,	Lenten	programs,	videos,	
Bible	Study	groups.	

82	 3	 8	
	

27	 54	 0	

4	Members	are	encouraged	to	take	a	stand	on	social	
issues	on	the	basis	of	the	principles	of	their	faith.	

53	 12	 29	
	

31	 35	 6	

5	Members	are	encouraged	to	grow	as	disciples	of	Christ	
and	live	out	their	baptismal	covenant	in	their	daily	
lives.	

71	 7	 17	
	

27	 51	 0	

Congregational Questionnaire  
(Continued) 

(Information not available at press time for #1 and 2—TBA) 
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Open-Ended Questions 
All of the responses to the open-ended 
questions at the conclusion of the sur-
vey were transcribed and will be re-
viewed and discussed by the search 
committee. In most respects, these 
comments served to explain or expand 
a response to one of the above ques-
tions. While it is risky to try to summa-
rise the richness of these comments in a 
few points, a number of themes were 
fairly consistently expressed: 

• The warmth and fellowship of the St. 
John’s community and a strong sense 
of belonging by almost all respond-
ents 

• Gratitude and recognition for our 
excellent clergy and lay leadership 
now and in the past 

• Strong commitment to our outreach 
activities 
 
 

• Concern about increasing the number 
of parishioners, particularly younger 
adults and families  

• Concern about maintaining financial 
sustainability as a parish 

• Strong desire for leadership and 
vision in a new priest 

• Differing opinions with respect to the 
length, style, liturgy—you name it—of 
our services, the sermons/homilies, 
and music  

 
 The	Way	Things	Are	Today	 	 Our	Hope	for	the	Future	

	
 

Agree	 Disagree	 Don't	Know	
	

Want	
More	

Leave	
Same	

Want	Less	

	 Openness        
1	  We	are	making	important	decisions	about	the	life	of	
our	congregation	with	open	discussion	between	
leaders	and	members.	

63	 10	 22	
	

35	 42	 0	

2	 Our	Wardens	and	Parish	Council	keep	the	
congregation	informed	about	important	issues.	

81	 6	 9	
	

32	 52	 0	

3	 Every	member	who	is	capable	and	interested	has	an	
equal	opportunity	to	hold	key	leadership	positions.	

69	 11	 15	
	

27	 54	 0	

	         
 Administration        
1	 Using	modern	technology,	there	is	paid	or	volunteer	
administrative	support	for	the	clergy	and	the	
congregation.	

71	 1	 25	
	

25	 50	 0	

	         
 Outreach        
1	 Disabled	people	 ind	our	church	an	easy	place	in	which	
to	function.	 54	 13	 26	

	
30	 44	 0	

2	  Our	priest	is	encouraged	to	be	involved	in	the	life	of	
the	wider	community	and	the	wider	church.	

65	 3	 27	
	

23	 49	 4	

3	 Our	congregation	knows	and	understands	the	needs	of	
the	people	in	our	community.	

67	 4	 24	
	

28	 49	 0	

4	 Our	lay	people	are	encouraged	and	assisted	to	become	
involved	in	outreach	projects	that	meet	the	needs	of	
our	community.	

79	 2	 13	
	

30	 52	 0	

5	 People	from	outside	the	parish	can	easily	locate	the	
church,	e.g.	road	signage,	advertising	as	appropriate,	
information	on	answering	machine,	web	site.	

80	 8	 7	
	

21	 65	 0	

6	  Our	congregation	is	known	in	the	community	by	the	
ministry	it	does	in	the	community.	

53	 7	 35	
	

31	 39	 0	

	         
 Stewardship        
1	 Our	congregation	can	provide	generously	for	the	
ongoing	 inancial	needs	of	the	parish.	

54	 10	 32	
	

36	 32	 0	

2	 Members	take	responsibility	for	the	upkeep	of	
buildings	and	property.	

81	 3	 11	
	

23	 54	 0	

3	 Our	congregation	encourages	and	reaches	out	to	new	
members.	

72	 9	 15	
	

56	 29	 0	

4	 Our	congregation	conducts	a	stewardship	enterprise	
annually.	

60	 7	 27	
	

25	 44	 0	

5	 Our	congregation	encourages	tithing.	[SM:	some	
respondents	did	not	know	meaning	of	the	word]	

23	 40	 29	
	

10	 52	 5	

Congregational Questionnaire  
(Continued) 
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Adventure in France 
By John Thompson 

This summer Ana and I spent three weeks in the 
south of France, a holiday of rest, good food and 
wine, and of history — and in particular the history of Christianity 
in medieval Languedoc. 

The specific region we explored is the Minervois, tucked up 
under the shadow of the Montagne Noir, the south-eastern spur of 
the great limestone plateau known as the Massif Central. In the 
valley of the Aude, traversed east to west by the Canal du Midi, 
the vineyards are cheek-by-jowl, but both to the north and to the 
south the land rises into rocky scrubland known as the garrigue. 
There vineyards are few, steeply pitched to the southern exposure, 
with worn rocky escarpments. The terrain and climate are Medi-
terranean, which is only 50 km to the east of our gite in Oupia. 
Olives are a main crop, and in early September the fig, pomegran-
ate, and almond trees are coming into full fruit. Spain is less than 
100 km to the south. The villages are small, with twisted streets 
and homes of solid stone, each abutting on its neighbour, and 
closed against the outside world. And between the villages, high 
on the hills, are the shells of ancient castles, evidence that this part 
of the world was, nine centuries ago, the scene of a violent strug-
gle between two visions of Christianity, a struggle we know today 
as the Albigensian Crusade. 

In the late 12th century, this part of what is now France was 
known as the Languedoc, with its own language — Occitan — 
and cultural and political ties far closer to what is now Catalonia 
in Spain than to the King of France in far-off Paris. It was also a 
hot-bed of what we have come to call Catharism — condemned 
by the church of Rome as heretical. The roots of Catharism go 
back to the very early church. St. Augustine in his early life was a 
Manichean - an earlier form of 'dualistic' Christianity. Dualism 
holds that in the struggle between God and Satan, good and evil, 
the soul of man is the battleground. This world is of Satan; heaven 
is the realm of God. 

It is easy to understand why Catharism was so popular, not 
only in the Languedoc but in the Rhineland and in northern Italy. 
Life was hard, famine and disease and warfare constant compan-
ions, and the Roman church was corrupt and the priestly class 
living examples of that corruption. In contrast, the Cathar 
‘Perfects’ — the Cathar clergy who evangelized the Languedoc 
— had renounced things of the world, including sexual rela-
tions, eating of meat, violence, and the swearing of oaths. Be-
lievers had free access to the New Testament in the vernacular. 
The sacraments were denounced, except for baptism which was 
received (often at the point of death) by a believer, in a ceremo-
ny known as the ‘consolamentum’ -- the laying on of hands by a 
Perfect, invoking the Holy Spirit — a ceremony transforming a 
believer to a Perfect. Once so changed, and dying without sin, 
the individual could anticipate a heavenly existence. Otherwise, 
dying without the consolamentum or having betrayed it, the 
individual was doomed to be reborn in another form on this 
earth. 

The popularity of Catharism in the Languedoc was not only 
due to its beliefs and practices. It was truly a religion of the peo-
ple, of all classes. Both women and men could become Perfects; 

the Count of 
Toulouse 
might swear 
allegiance to 
Rome, but his 
wife might 
well be a 
Cathar Pre-
fect. And like 
the nobility, 
priests nomi-
nally obedi-
ent to Rome 
might har-
bour Cathar 
sympathies. 
As repression grew, the movement went underground. 

The Albigensian Crusade grew from two mutually supporting 
impulses. On the part of the church, and Pope Innocent III in par-
ticular, the issue was heresy. On the part of the landless nobility 
of northern France, the motive was booty and territory. Against 
these, the scattered and often rival duchies of the Languedoc were 
no match. Towns were besieged and their inhabitants often massa-
cred — the Papal legate at the siege of Beziers, when asked how 
to distinguish between the faithful and heretical, famously replied, 
“Kill them all, God will know his own.”. Some 15 km north of 
our gite, the town of Minerve - built on a high island of rock pro-
tected by deep rocky gorges with vertical sides -- finally capitulat-
ed, in 1210, when the catapults of Simon de Montfort managed to 
destroy the town's water supply. The 140 Perfects that the town 
sheltered were given the chance to renounce their faith, then 
burned. In 20 years the Cathar strongholds --and all the major 
towns and cities of the Languedoc -- were in French hands. It took 
more than 100 years, though, to eradicate Catharism, achieved not 
by force of arms but through a new institution — conceived and 
instituted by Domingo de Guzman, known to us as St. Dominic, 
an institution we know as the Inquisition. Those accused of heresy 
had to prove their innocence, or confess and recant (and implicate 
others), or be burned. Dominic went on to organize the Domini-
can order, responsible only to the Pope, and founded the first Do-
minican abbey in Toulouse, the last of the Cathar strongholds — 
and the city where our vacation in France, and our recent immer-
sion in Cathar history, began. 
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Please Join Us For… 

AN EVENING WITH BOND ON ST. JAMES 

Friday, November 2nd 2012 

6:30 — -Cocktails & Silent Auction Bidding  
 
7:30—Dinner 
 

Tickets: $50 

 
Baptisms 
Jasper Dillon Hull Collins 
 August 24, 2012 
 
Marriages 
John Walsh 
Mary Catherine Littlejohn 
 August 17, 2012 
 
Benjamin Piers Dear 
Kareena Susanne 
 August 4, 2012 
 
Radek Krzysztdf Rybicki 
Caitlin Jane Symonette 
 June 16, 2012 
 
Garfield Andrew Arthur 
Billie Anne Ryan 
 May 20, 2012 
 
 
R.I.P 
John H. (Jack) Sumner 
 May 15, 2012 
 
John K. Ingram  
 September 19, 2012  
 
“Love is no ma er of words, 
Genuine must it be 
And must show itself in ac on” 

Passages  


