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Rector’s Message
My Dear People,
The Gospel set out for the first Sunday in Lent is Mathew’s account of Jesus
being tempted by Satan after he had been
led by the spirit into the wilderness. This
account is well known to us and we have
heard many commentaries by preachers
on what it means.
It has struck me quite forcefully, that
this passage has quite a profound meaning for us in today’s world. I am going to
share with you some things I have been
thinking about in relation to this passage.
Somewhere today, the aching of a
million hearts will be covered over with
polite smiles and ignored by forgetful
friends. Somewhere today, a child will
die in a riot, simply because he or she
was born in the wrong community.
Somewhere today, a 57 year old man
will lose his dignity because a change in

Vestry Meeting
On Sunday February 13 after the
morning service, 75 parishioners assembled in the Parish Hall and enjoyed a delicious lunch prepared by the Hospitality
Committee before the start of the Vestry
Meeting. The meeting opened with a
prayer by Grace Sandor and the election of
Cathy Blake as the new Vestry Clerk.
Canon Don chaired the meeting, and
having given his Rector’s report as a Homily during the 10:30am service, he led us
through the carefully prepared agenda.
His report is available in full on line
and can be accessed on the St. John’s website www.stjohnslondon.ca. He acknowledged that he had overlooked the great
work of the Library Committee in his report.
Our new parish treasurer David Haak
was introduced. He is replacing the Venerable Mickey Chovaz who has faithfully

corporate policy in some distant boardroom put him out on the street with no
job.
During this past week a friend told
me her physically beautiful daughter attempted suicide because a reaction to a
prescription left her paralysed on her
right side. At a meeting this week a
clergy friend told me of a tragedy he experienced some years ago. A young man
miraculously survived a terrible car accident only to waste away and die of AIDS
contracted from infected blood that had
saved his life.
None of these situations is fair. What
do we do with the unfairness of life? Do
we look for someone who will listen to
our moans, hear our tormented ranting,
feel our pain? Do we plead or try to bargain with God? “God, make it right. I
can’t stand this anymore. Do something
about it” SOS! That’s the prayer when
life is unfair. Will there be an answer?

Does God exist? And does he hear. Will
he do anything about it?
The Church’s strong testimony in the
season of Lent is a resounding YES!. We
might be tempted to think at times that
prayer is pious nonsense, except for one
thing. One day God stepped into this unfair world and wound up on a cross.
Why? Simply because God wanted to let
all know that there is one who cares and
wants to help. In Jesus, God was willing
to go through some pretty unfair things
that if we look carefully enough we see
that all that was for us.
Please come and join us for Lenten
Worship and our study programs.
We hope you have a holy and helpful
Lenten season.
See Lenten programs on back page
of the Banner.
Canon Don,
Rev. Patty and Rev. Rob

Is there any substance to religion?
and diligently presided
over our financial affairs
for the last two decades.
David led us through
the financial statements
for the year ending December 31, 2010 and
explained to us the proposed Budget for 2011.
Here are some of the
highlights:


Offerings from the
year PAG, Envelopes
and special services
totalled $322,149.

The New Team
From left: Rob Luxton, John Thompson, Warren Jones, Alison
Hannay, Sharrone Sandor, Cathy Blake, Don Ford and Patty
Dobbs Luxton


We were able to submit our 2010 Diocesan apportionment in
full of $64,888.

of this fund is $737,000. It is invested as
part of the Diocesan Trusts program receiving an annual dividend of 4%.


Successful fund raising events during


The Financial Committee has set Budget

2010 produced a net income to the
church of $25,262.


We took into income from our Endowment Fund $23,974. David has advised
since the meeting that the current value

Expenses for 2011 at $414,538 with projected Income of $414,700. i.e. we are
planning to balance the books again with
no deficit!
(Continued on page 17)
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Christmas Reflections
By Bob Hayman
Our celebrations at St. John’s over the
Christmas season, all of these occasions repeats of previous years, undoubtedly moved
many once again, as they did for me.
Pageant Sunday, with the familiar story
told by our Church school members in yet another way; participating in the music that day
by playing once again the beloved Christmas
carols with old and new friends of all ages, in
the St. John’s Marching Band; participating in
a small way as part of our huge Parish Christmas Hamper project; witnessing the very special Christmas Dinner provided to our Saturday
night guests; being a member of the choir,
practicing and then sharing with the congregation the musical part of the Lessons and Carols
service; and then on Christmas Eve in our
beautifully decorated church, being a part of
the warmth of that late evening service with
both new and familiar instrumental and vocal
musicians sharing their talents and hearing the
simple, yet inspiring words of the Rector giving his interpretation of the great mystery of
Christmas.
Although I did not attend the 7pm Family
service that evening on Christmas Eve, I was
told a couple of stories by my young family,
who did attend that service, that moved me to a
deeper reflection on the meaning of this wonderful season. Our two grandchildren, who attended with their parents, although quite understandably wound up over the preparatory
ceremonies at home earlier that evening, were
very quiet during the service and attentive to
the words of the clergy as the Christmas story
was told to them by Revs. Rob and Patty.
Later, the family received communion at the
altar rail and as they were returning to their
pews my 3 year old granddaughter queried her
mother “Mommy, why didn’t I get a cracker?”
It was quietly explained to her that usually just
the adults received those. She responded “I
saw some kids had them”. Her mother replied
“You have to take special classes to be able to
get the cracker” and then they quietly took
their seats for the remainder of the service. Toward the end of the service, my 7 year old
Grandson turned to his mother and said “I notice that they haven’t mentioned Santa Claus
yet”. His mother replied “There are two different stories that we celebrate at Christmas time.
One is about the birth of Jesus and another is
about Santa Claus.” After a short reflection he
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said “Ok, now I
am really confused”. The conversations continued when they
got home.
Later when
telling these stories to the Rector, he allowed that it would have been quite
ok for the children to receive, as all baptized
persons are now welcome at the communion
rail. This was a clarification that I was not
aware of, as I recalled the confirmation classes
that our children attended in the 1970’s. As to
the failure to mention Santa Claus during the
service, in discussion on this point with one of
our current Church Wardens, who is a mother
of two young children, we felt that perhaps this
was an oversight that might be corrected in the
future. We both agreed that the two Christmas
stories are mysteries and that there was a slight
connection between the two as they both represent sharing, and unselfishness in the giving of
love and gifts to others.
Our Rector Canon Don, quite properly, in
my view, summed it up in the final sentence of
his Homily given during the later evening
Christmas Eve service “...whenever you do
something kind and loving to someone else
who needs help, you are expressing the message of Jesus”.
From The Rector—
Ever since 1977 the Diocese of Huron has
supported the principle that baptism is the only
prerequisite for admission to Holy Communion. Since then the House of Bishops and the
National Executive of the Anglican Church of
Canada have removed any suggested minimum
age for children to receive Holy Communion.
However, the importance of preparation for
the reception of Holy Communion has not been
removed. Quoting from a November 1989 Pastoral Letter from the Bishop of Huron:
In view of the declared principle by the
Church that all baptized persons, young or old,
are welcome at the Lord’s table, no group of
objections may be allowed to prevent children’s communion in
families who earnestly
desire it and who conscientiously prepare and
support their children.
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O Holy Night sung by Sara Hall
O Come All Ye Faithful

Barb Atkinson with the new
Christmas altar frontal

Bell Choir

The Processional

Christmas Eve
at St. John’s
Prelude Trio of Judy Tuck,
Jennifer Munds, John Krisak
Christmas Angels
Lisa Martin and her
mother-in-law
Shelagh Martin

The Senior Choir with Peace, Peace

The Kids
of the Halls

Jenny
Alysworth
assisted by
Evelyn
with the
Postlude

Olivia Baker and
Patty Dobbs Luxton
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Saturday Night Dinner
Program Update

Christmas Outreach
Christmas Dinner
Gift Bags

How Do We Do It?

By Frances Reimer
We had separate bags for
men and women along with stockings for
the children. The adult gift bags contained
gloves, hats, scarves, slippers, and/or socks,
a good selection of toiletry items - includ- Preparing Gift Bags— Daphne Chapman,
ing toothbrushes, toothpaste and floss Mary McIntyre, Stewart McIntyre,
which was donated by the London District Pat Knowles, Frances Reimer
Dental Hygienist Society and Patterson
Dental Centre - books, and food itemswhich included beautiful large decorated Christmas Hampers
cookies donated by A Couple of Squares
A special thanks from the congregation
Bakery and giant candycane suckers do- to the Atkinsons for the outstanding job
nated by Jill Wilcox (Jill’'s Table). We they did in organizing and supervising the
were also very fortunate to receive a dona- Christmas Hamper project in December.
tion of a dozen hats and socks from John Requests came from and deliveries made to
Whatley, manager of mark’s Work Wear- 68 families representing 198 adults and
house at Masonville. We also received a children. Many parishioners took part in the
wonderful selection of hand-knitted slip- various areas of this project. A detailed repers, scarves and hats from The Crochet port of this activity is included in the Vestry
Club of London.
report. Thanks Chris and Barb!
Along with Daphne Chapman, who did Included below are excerpts from some of
a tremendous amount of work collecting the Thank You cards received:
items for the bags, were Pat Knowles, Mary
and Stewart McIntyre and Margaret Nelson, Thank you for the lovely Christmas hamper
who all helped with the packing. Mark Lux- that was delivered to us. It was trementon was my very capable helper distributing dously appreciated and very thoughtful.
Once again thank you very much! Best
the bags at the Christmas Dinner.
wishes for 2011.

By Bob Hayman
This worthwhile outreach endeavour has grown so much since
the first Soup Dinner was held in
April 1997 and subsequently produced for so many years through the
enthusiasm and organization of
Frances Reimer.

My family and I are blessed by your
help each and every year that you
come on Christmas. Thank you so
much, Merry Christmas to each and
every one in the Church and your
families. God Bless

Jude’s parishioner with her husband
Rae, has become an invaluable
member of the St. John’s operating
team and recently explained to me
just how the system currently runs.

Enjoy Christmas days and all year
round. With all my love and thanks
for your gifts.

Basically, there have been four
standard main course menus established for the fall, winter and spring
months which rotate each week.

This year the Outreach Committee reports that the total number
of guests served in 2010 was 6940
(2009: 6643), with the average attendances in 2010 being 136 (2009:
128). Number of attendees each
Saturday night ranges between 69
and 202. On Christmas Day there
were 22.
Not to be overlooked is the increased contribution to and distribution from the Clothing Cupboard as
organized by Margaret Nelson.
Most parishioners do not realize
today the extensive organizing required currently to put on this Dinner every Saturday night.

Lynn Bice is Chair of the program and coordinates our operations
with other agencies and is responsiOur warmest wishes and gratitude, ble for arranging the funding.
May God Bless you and yours.
Mary Ann Campbell, a St.

Christmas Dinner Carving Turkeys
Mike Calhoun, Alvin Reimer, Rae Campbell,
Matt Reimer and Robin Clow

Thank you so much for the Christmas hamper. It will truly be a great Christmas. All
the best for Christmas and a Happy New
Year.
Remembering you with a prayer that
Christmas and all the seasons of your life
will be rich in the gifts that are ours in Jesus Christ.

Here’s how it works:

Week One—Chicken legs with rice,
tomato sauce, and vegetables.
Week Two—Beef stew with meat
purchased from Value Mart,
served over mashed potatoes, with
sliced carrots, added coleslaw.
(Continued on page 5)
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Saturday Night Dinner
Program Update
(Continued from page 4)

Week Three—Macaroni and tomato
casserole.
Week Four—Meat loaf.
There are desserts offered with each
meal of fruit cocktail (pre-mixed bought
in large jars), Jello or pies and beverages
served of orange juice, milk, coffee.
Three basic groups or teams combine their talents to produce these
weekly meals.
Shopping Teams
There are 4: Archie and Ann Skirving; John Patterson; Judy Tuck; and
Warren and Marilyn Jones. They rotate a
week at a time. Ten days before their
scheduled shift, Mary Ann e-mails them
the menu selected for the next Saturday
dinner. They then pick up a gift card
from the church office which has been
pre-loaded to up to a $1000 value. They
proceed to Value Mart to do the shopping. The food is delivered to the church
kitchen and stored ready for the cooks.
Jane Upfold buys and delivers 8
Bags (4 L) milk each week.
Cooking Teams
There are 5: Alvin and Frances
Reimer; St. Martin’s in the Field Anglican Church; Doris and Paul Petersen;
Martha Calhoun and Pat Knowles; and,
if there is a fifth Saturday in the month.

Meet
Mary Ann
Campbell
The Editor sat down
with Mary Ann recently
and heard her story. She is an active
member of St. Jude’s Anglican Church.
Banner —When did you start going to
St. Jude’s?
Mary Ann—It was after my husband
and I retired. We had been living in St.
Thomas. Rae had worked in sales, traveling for Meteor Plywood, and I had
spent most of my working life with
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Mary Ann and Rae Campbell take it on.

gaps to be filled!):

The cooks meet each Friday morning for about two hours and prepare the
meal, placing in pans ready for the oven.


January 22 – Fraser Fellows

January 29 – Howes-Interact club

In the summer months there are no
shopping or cooking teams involved, as
the menus become, cold meats, hot dogs,
sandwiches, salads.
Mary Ann and Rae look after filling
the refrigerators with the appropriate
items.
Dinner Teams
At the present time there are 13,
each of whom will take on 3 or 4 shifts
per year. They are formed from parishioners inside our church but also from
dedicated and faithful congregations outside our church: St. Jude’s Anglican, St.
George’s Ilderton, Siloam United, St.
Martin’s in the Field, St. Alban’s. Parish
of the Thames (4 points Crumlin,
Thamesford, Lakeside, Thorndale each
of whom did a Saturday evening last
summer). Other groups who have taken
on serving roles are teams gathered together by Fraser Fellows, and Alan and
Lynn Day.
Each week volunteers come to assist. They include students from the
UWO Biochemistry Department, St.
James Westminster Youth Group, and
Central Collegiate.
Dinner Teams who have committed
as of February 13 for 2011 through to
the summer are (Note: There are some

from Central Collegiate

February 5 – Team Atkinson

February 12 – Kevin and Daphne Bice

February 19 – Ferguson

February 26 – St. George’s and
Grace Church, Ilderton

March 5 – Ferguson – Scout Troop

March 12 – Calhoun

March 19 – Campbell- St. Jude’s

March 26 – Fraser Fellows

April 2 –

April 9 – St. George’s and
Grace Church Ilderton

April 16 – St. John’s Youth Group
Rob and Patty Luxton

April 23

April 30 – Ferguson

May 7 – Team Atkinson

May 14 –

May 21 – (Victoria Day weekend)

May 28 – Fraser Fellows

June 4 –

June 11 –
The scheduling and coordinating of
all of the above teams is undertaken by
Mary Ann, who contacts each of the
Captains each week to advise them of
their upcoming responsibilities, and
(Continued on page 6)

CIBC. The last position I held was at
the Branch at Oxford and Richmond.
We decided to move to London to be
nearer our children. We thought we
would go “church shopping’ but one
visit to St. Jude’s convinced us that that
was were we should go. Rev. Lloyd
Cracknell was the Rector and we were
sold on the beauty of the church and the
friendly reception there.
Banner —What family do you have?
Mary Ann—We have three children, a
son Rick and two married daughters
Marg and Susan. Our daughters each
have two adult children, so we are
blessed with one grandson and two
granddaughters, all living in London.

Banner —have you been involved in the
organized Parish life at St. Jude’s?
Mary Ann—Very much so, serving on
committees, and Rae and I have each
been a Churchwarden in the Parish. We
have a lot going on there and we, like
most parishes, are struggling with
budgets. We still have a mortgage to
pay off.
Banner—How did you get started with
our dinner program at St. John’s?
Mary Ann—I met Francis Reimer and
was impressed with what she had
undertaken at St. John’s and offered to
provide a Dinner Team from St. Jude’s.
(Continued on page 6)
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what volunteers may be coming. She has
also has become the clearing house for
any changes in personnel, filling requests
for additional help from Team Captains,
or dealing with problems that may have
come up following a dinner. She also
takes on purchasing all of the standard
stock items required for the kitchen.
It is a huge responsibility, which she
carries out quite cheerfully. She is proud
of having become proficient in communicating via email technology, which she
says is an invaluable way of keeping in
touch. However she draws the line at
joining Facebook!
Our Church has attracted many people from outside the Parish to become
regular Team members of this project
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family and takes on providing a Dinner
several times throughout the year.
We also have attracted some University of Western Ontario students who
regularly assist. The attached letter from
Prof Derek McLachlin will explain how
two different Biochemistry students became regular participants every week.
Dear Bob,
Here is how the volunteer program
started. Late in 2009 I was approached
by a fourth-year Biochemistry student.
She had volunteered along with some
other students at the Tuesday hospitality meal at Robinson Memorial United
Church, and it occurred to her that
encouraging similar volunteering
among members of our department
(faculty, staff and students alike)
would help build a sense of community
within the department while helping
the community. I agreed and asked her
to investigate some possible charitable
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groups we could support. In the end
we decided to send volunteers to Robinson's hospitality meal, which we
started doing in January of last year.
All told, in 2010 we sent 63 different
people to help serve meals at Robinson, for 190 "volunteer instances".
When it became clear that Robinson
was closing and would move its meal
program further away from the university, we sought an additional outlet for
our volunteers that was still reasonably close to the university. St. John's
seemed to fit the bill, and Mary Anne
Campbell welcomed our help. We have
been sending people to St. John's since
October 2010, and from most accounts
things have been going well.
Sincerely,
Derek McLachlin

Pictured is a team of Dr. Fraser Fellows who became interested after attending a service at St. John’s. He assembles
a group of his colleagues, friends and

Fraser Fellows Dinner Team
Front row (left-right): Drew Neely,
Shane Neely and Jessica Williamson.
Back row: Margaret Nelson,
Laina Shulman, Jamie Neely,
Stephanie Crowley, Fraser Fellows,
Ashley Watson, Jenn Devlin
and Jonathan Creary

Mary Ann Campbell
(Continued from page 5)

Banner —Your involvement with our
Dinner program has certainly has
grown and we are greatly indebted to
the extensive time now you spend
working on this program. What are the
main challenges that you see now?
Mary Ann—I have enjoyed being involved on this project very much and
working with your Chair Lynn Bice
and the other St. John’s parishioners.
Lynn, along with the Outreach Committee, has the large responsibility of

generating the necessary funds to finance the program. The number of
guests being served each week has
risen considerably from early days of
40-50 to now numbers regularly between 140-160. The responsibility for
providing a Saturday Meal has been
divided now between three teams,
which spreads the load around. However, it is becoming more difficult to
get Team Dinner Captains. The existing
ones have been carrying the load for
many years now. It was disappointing
that for the first time this year we were
not able to provide a dinner on Saturday January 1. We do have to get more
young people involved.

Banner —Do you think this program is
a useful one for the Anglican Church to
undertake.
Mary Ann—Definitely. At St. Jude’s,
we do have many programs going on,
but we don’t have quite the right facilities to undertake this type of meal program. I think this form of practical service to help the disadvantaged in our
community shows clearly our message
“Love thy neighbour”.
Banner —Thank you so much Mary
Ann and Rae for what you both do to
help us out at St. John’s.
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Out with the Old?
By Bruce Tuck
Member of the Language
and Liturgy
Study Task Force
Several parishioners
have expressed concern
about Old Testament readings in our services. Some even feel that the Old Testament should not form part of our worship
liturgy. As usual here at St. John's there is
a divergence of opinions, and other voices
speak in favor of an Old Testament
presence in our services.
First of all, let me state that I share
the concern about the appropriateness of
some of our Old Testament readings. I
am uncomfortable with the idea of God
wreaking vengeance - e.g. “The fat and
the strong I will destroy” from Ezekiel,
or “Thy wife shall be an harlot in the
city, and thy sons and thy daughters
shall fall by the sword” from Amos.
The theme of a wrathful, angry God is
almost a leitmotif of the Old Testament
and has a jarring effect on our modern
Christian sensibilities.
And yet, there are also passages in the
New Testament which are problematic
and disturbing. We wince every time we
hear or read Paul’s (and Deutero-Paul’s)
patriarchal, and to the modern ear degrading, comments about the role of women.
Should we abandon the Old Testament completely? Probably not, unless we
wish to censor the New Testament as well.
Should we ask those who draw up the 3
year cycle of readings the Church follows
(The Revised Common Lectionary, followed by Anglican, Lutheran and United
Churches) to choose passages more suited
to our 2l century views? Absolutely!
Although I would not wish to justify
the use of certain passages, there are some
points we should consider before condemning too strongly the use of Hebrew Scriptures. First and foremost, Jesus Christ was a
follower of Old Testament teachings and a
product of its culture. Our Lord frequently
quoted and read from the Old Testament
and was obviously very familiar with it.
Any of his criticisms were directed at the
misinterpretation of Scripture by the religious establishment, not at the writings
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themselves. Can we really understand and
appreciate where Jesus was coming from
without knowledge of the Scripture he
knew and respected?
Secondly, we must know the context of
disturbing passages before being able to
judge them adequately. Often a reading of
what comes before and after the offending
lines will clarify the issue and mollify or
change the apparent message in our minds.
Thirdly, we must make allowances for
the fact that the Books of the Old Testament
were written in and for a culture radically
different from ours.
They were produced for a society in a
completely different part of the world well
over 2,000 years ago. Values, cultural
norms, way of life, scientific knowledge,
etc. were radically variant, and necessarily
so, from our 21' century situation. When
reading Old Testament passages we must
first see them in the context of ancient Israel
and its society
And fourthly, a little shock, dissension
and annoyance is not necessarily a bad
thing.
We can tend to be too complacent,
too accepting, too unthinking, too certain
of the correctness of our own fixed opinions regarding our faith. Actually, our Lord
himself was constantly trying to shake people out of their smugness, self-satisfaction,
and belief that their way must be the right
way. When reading or hearing an Old Testament passage we consider offensive, its
real value may lie in causing us to think, a
practice we often tend to avoid as we cling
to our personal and comfortable beliefs
and opinions.
All this being said, we are well cognizant of the fact that there is a problem we
must address. To abandon the Old Testament completely would be to lose much of
the valuable background of our faith; much
of the mythic and metaphoric symbolism
such as the creation stories, which we need
not take as factual; much of the rich Biblical literature; and many principles of morality and spirituality which still apply in
today's world. Hopefully we can concentrate on Old Testament passages which
affirm our faith, our New Testament concept of the nature of God, and the implications of Christian thought; rejecting those
which applied only to a different time, a
different place, and a different culture.
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To this end, representatives of the
Language and Liturgy group and the Worship Committee have been meeting regularly to discuss each Old Testament reading
appointed by the Revised Common Lectionary for upcoming services. As one would
expect whenever Anglicans meet, there
have been some differences of opinion.
This is natural enough since each of us
reacts individually to passages and sees
different aspects and interpretations of the
same reading. After discussion, we usually
find a mutually acceptable path. Most often
an alternate reading can be substituted for
one which seems to be radically incongruent with modern Christian moral precepts.
By reading any Scriptural passage in
church we would seem to be giving it tacit
approval and acceptance, hence we try to
avoid readings which would appear grossly
offensive to 21st century Christian sensibilities.
This will be an ongoing project. We
would be glad to hear your opinions, suggestions (no, that one isn’t even physically
possible!), and queries at any time. Just
speak to Vonni Collyer, John Biehn, John
Thompson, Barbara Atkinson, Pamela
Rudd, Bruce Tuck, or, last but foremost,
Canon Don.

Letter to Editor
Language and Liturgy
On February 9, Carol Off, who hosts
“As It Happens” on the CBC interviewed a minister from Liverpool. He
explained how the Church of England
was looking at making changes to their
Baptism Service.
He said that the ancient language makes
people’s eyes “glaze over”, and while he
likes and understands the value of history, and doesn’t want to have “the baby
thrown out with the bath water”, he feels
that the message and the words used to
express it, have to be more contemporary and less of “theological school language”.
The Worship Committee at St. John’s is
currently discussing this, and other related issues. Good to hear that others are
having similar concerns and conversations.
Vonni Collyer
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Celebrations
Melba England—A Christmas Party
A St. John’s gathering party honouring Melba England was
held at her retirement home residence on December 27, 2010,
with many St. John’s friends in attendance.
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Miss Ridley
The church was full on February 11 to
honour the memory of Catherine Ridley,
a longtime parishioner and devoted and
faithful member of the staff at Huron
College. For many years Miss Ridley had
served Huron as Registrar and over her
lengthy career she had become a close Catherine Ridley
friend of teachers, students and hundreds
of Alumni. Officiating at the service at St. John’s to honour
Catherine was Rt. Rev. Terry Dance, a MDiv graduate of
Huron and currently the Bishop of Norfolk. Huron personalities from around the country came to attend the service. They
included former Principals Charles Jago, from Northern British Columbia and Ramona Lumkin (recently appointed President of Saint Vincent University in Halifax) and retired
Archbishop Terry Finlay (a former rector of St. John’s). Two
of the Three Cantors were present to lead in the songs of
Praise. It was a memorable service.

John Ingram is 80
It is hard to believe that John
is eighty.
A happy gathering for John
Ingram in the Parish Hall on
Sunday February 6 was arranged by his family. Snacks
and birthday cake were enjoyed by all who came to the
coffee hour after church.

John with his sister Pat James

Rev. Patty Luxton, Rt. Rev. Terry Dance, Canon Don Ford.
Canon Doug Leighton, Rev. Rob Luxton

Passages
Baptisms
Landon Richard Shortt
September 26, 2010

John with his daughter Rebecca

Joseph Rex Tessier
January 9, 2011

Chorister
Birthdays
Our two beautiful choristers Sue
Waring and Sara Hall celebrate
their birthdays with a cake
“Sopranos Rock”.

R I.P.
Colwyn Hainsworth
November 11, 2010
Robert Douglas Sleno
December 28, 2010
Catherine Ridley
January 5, 2011
Pamela Nyberg
January 24, 2011
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New Years Eve

The Parish Hall was alive and sparkling
with over 90 happy guests who enjoyed a
“Old Fashioned New Years Eve at St.
John’s”. 2011 was ushered in with great
music, enthusiastic dancing and fine food. All
who attended enjoyed the tunes and dances
led by “Relative Harmony’’ as well as the
food, beverages and conviviality of this great
evening. Our thanks to the organizing committee Kevin and Daphne Bice, Barbara and
Chris Atkinson, Sue Waring, David and Sara Hall, Rob and Patty Luxton, Don
Ford, Eileen and Kelly Robertson (pipe and drum) and the five great servers
Kenneth Davies, Paula and Michelle Baya, Heri and Moses Francis. (pictured
at left).
Special guests at this event included
Hugh and Ann Mclean (pictured at
the bottom right) visiting from Florida. Hugh (former Organist and
Choir Director at St. John’s for
many years), at age 80, has recently
retired from his 15 years as musical
director at All Saints Episcopal
Church, Winter Park, Florida,
which he described as “the happiest
days of his life”.

February 2011
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Construction Parishioners in the News Stoney Creek

Community
Centre

Windsor Essex Parkway

Alison Hannay with
Partner
Richard
Hammond, Cornerstone Architecture

Peter Godwin and Martin Baya
Ministry of Transport Ontario
Peter Godwin

Peter and Martin are part of an extensive
Ministry of Transportation Ontario, London
Branch team, who are involved with surveying,
mapping and acquisition of properties along the
2 km route of the proposed Windsor-Essex
Parkway, which will run from the western end
of Highway 401 through Windsor to the Canadian side of the planned new spectacular bridge
to supplement the Ambassador Bridge over the Martin Baya
Detroit River. The right of way being established varies in width from 320m to 390m, and their current
work involves a geodetic control network survey, aerial photography, property boundary surveys for 900 properties needed for
road and interchanges, 350 properties require expropriation,
over 100 municipal streets underlying or intersecting the new
route which have been assumed by MTO, approximately 85
roads expected to be closed which are within the corridor. This
project will include a 137 acre Plaza and 29 inbound inspection
lanes. at the bridge site The building of two bridges at the east
end and the construction of 5 metre high noise barriers has
commenced. Full construction on the project will begin in mid2011.

The
recently
opened Stoney Creek Community Centre in Northeast London
(Sunningdale and Adelaide) was designed by Cornerstone who
teamed with Shore Tilbe Irwin of Toronto, to produce this magnificent new building for the use of citizens of the North East
part of London. Cost of this project was $31 million.
This 84,000 sf building, designed to achieve a gold rating in
the LEED green building rating system, houses on the north side
a branch of the YMCA containing a double gymnasium, running
track, exercise and fitness training facilities plus a full 6 lane 25
metre swimming pool. On the south side there is a full branch of
the London Public Library. Several community meeting rooms,
small coffee shop and sitting area plus a parking lot for 300 vehicles make this a friendly and easily accessed facility.

The Windsor Essex Parkway will be the most significant
single highway investment made in Ontario’s history.
Martin says “The project is complex, but very exciting with
challenges that provide opportunities for innovative solutions.”
Stoney Creek Community Centre

Route of Windsor Essex Parkway
The new Bridge will have 6 lanes and will be jointly
owned by the State of Michigan and the Government of
Canada. Estimated cost of the new Bridge is $800 million.

The new bridge in Windsor will be located
approximately 3km downstream of the existing
Ambassador Bridge.
(Continued on page 11)
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590 Grosvenor
Street
London
David Nelms,
President,
Riverstone
Developments Inc.
The redevelopment of this familiar
building (former Anglican Church of the
Redeemer, Adelaide and Cheapside) was
undertaken by Riverstone Developments.
The official opening of this new 12 unit, building containing
one and two bedroom apartments, was on Monday January 24
2011.
It is a facility which houses adults with developmental disabilities, whose rents of $464/month, including utilities, are
subsidized by the Ontario Disability Support Program. In the
basement of the old Parish Hall is a common room activity
center for use of the residents or outside group meetings. State
of the art controls are in place for security and electrical power

590 Grosvenor Street

consumption much of which comes from Rooftop Solar Panels.
Assistance in the funding for the construction cost of the
project came from the Federal and Municipal governments and
oversight of the residents activities as required is provided by
Alice Saddy Association.
Canon Bob Foster is thrilled to see this rebirth of his
church building where he was the Rector for 15 years.

Easter Seals Camp Woodeden
Michael Hayman
Hayman Construction

Michael with his cousins Peter and Brian Hayman own
and operate Hayman Construction Inc., who are currently
the Construction Managers of new facilities for the Easter
Seal’s Camp Woodeden on Oxford St. West towards Kilworth.
This fully accessible multi-sport indoor recreation centre is for the use of children and youth with physical disabilities who attend the Easter Seals program at this established and well known facility located adjacent to the
Thames River on the western edge of the city. The new
buildings will house a full size gym, and accessible indoor
climbing wall and an outdoor amphitheatre and are scheduled for completion in the spring. Funding for this $2.7 million project includes support from the Government of Canada, the Government of Ontario through the Infrastructure
Stimulus Fund and a generous contribution from Bruce
Power.

Architectural renderings

Construction progress as of January 27, 2011.
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A Note from the Rock
On Sunday February 13 Canon Don, as
required by Canon Law asked the Parishioners of St. John the Evangelist following
the service if there were there any
“Impediments” that would prevent him
from recommending that Harold and
Marlene become ordained as priests. Having heard none, he was able to advise
Bishop Percy Coffin accordingly and they
were both ordained at their Parish
Church Sunday February 20, as pictured
below.

Harold and Marlene with Bishop Percy

Ordination Kitchen Ladies

By Marlene and Harold Harvey
Christmas in the Northern Peninsula
brought out the Mummers in droves.
Mummers have faded away on much of
the Rock, but they abound up here. And
they are a delight. There was a Mummers’ parade in Flower’s Cove, close by.
This church is a hundred years old, and
as all of the churches here it has been
built by the local people. Flower’s Cove
Church is dubbed the ‘skin boot’ church,
as the materials were purchased with
money from the sale of seal-skin boots
made by the women. They are still made,
sold and worn here and are tan coloured
and look a bit like high-topped mocca-

sins, soft, flexible looking and great, so it
seems, for dancing.
Mummers go door to door, as well as
crashing social events and senior residents to entertain. Shown on the opposite
page is the Mummers’ Song the band
plays and sings while the mummers
dance with one another and then draw the
seniors and others up to join the dance. I
am reminded of the New Year’s Eve
celebrations at St. John’s, where young
and old joined in the dance.
Christmas Eve we celebrated
‘Deacon’s Masses’ here and divided the
services over the eves of the 23rd and 24th.
Most were candle-light services, well
attended and lovely. The actual Christmas Eve we drove, in different directions, through interchanging pelting rain,
blinding snow and high winds. I misjudged the timing a bit and then couldn’t
find the church in one of the communities as I had only been there once and in
daylight and there is no light at night. I
arrived late, had to park in the field and
ran in pitch darkness, through icy mud
puddles up to my ankles, struggling to
remain upright as the tornadolike wind
blew me into the tiny church, hair wet
and plastered against my face, with two
‘soakers’…a most undignified entrance. I
regained my dignity and carried on quite
unfazed. Nothing could diminish the
glow of this Holy Night.
I have been told that I’m in the honeymoon stage, but I tell you, I love these
people, particularly the more northern
ones, the ones for whom I often need an

The Rectory

Living room
interpreter. Many have suffered great
hardship and loss, but they remain sweet,
kind and generous of spirit (other than
when in a vestry meeting!)...and there is
no such thing as a Newfoundlander without a delightful sense of humour. There
is a child-like quality in their faith and
lives that is so very endearing. They are
quite naturally Christ-like; it’s simply
who they are.
Yesterday I visited an aged and terminally ill man who had just rescued a bird
caught in a shrub in his backyard. Its leg
had been caught between branches and
had frozen. He wrapped the leg in a paper towel and covered the bird to warm it
and assured me that it would be fine. He
sees the little sparrow fall and meets its
tender gaze... I continue to hold this
sweet man in my heart.
At one of my annual ACW meetings,
with thirteen women around the table, I
discovered that eleven of them had their
moose license. I feel so inadequate being
unable/unwilling to kill a bug. I have
been served moose and caribou and I
have cooked moose (only in a lasagna
and then because I had mistaken it for
ground beef) but I’ve been leaning to-

Harold

(Continued on page 13)
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ward vegetarianism (quite the challenge
here) after a visit to Celie Smith; you
may have seen her on Land & Sea.
Now 91, she remains an avid hunter.
I bravely stepped over massive bloody
jawbones approaching her door, only to
encounter the severed head of the departed moose in a basin on the kitchen
counter. There is too much data surrounding my visit with Celie to share in
this space. Perhaps another time as she
has consented to future visits and
notetaking regarding her life and remedies, for which I am very pleased. Some
of the natural medicines she has described are in line with those of the native people I used to visit on Walpole
Island.
Sometimes when I’m driving through
a particularly beautiful area, bordered by
the sea on one side and mountains on the
other and in the distance, I feel so blessed
to be where I am at this point in my life
and I am humbled and grateful. On a still
winter morning after a storm, with the
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Marlene
trees laden with snow it is nothing short
of breathtaking. By the way, we are snow
-shoers now.
I remain cautious driving, particularly at night. Since my last article I have
seen a number of herds of caribou running at the edge of the road. They travel
in huge herds and are incredibly beautiful. We both have survival kits and overnight bags in our cars at all times as one
must always concede to the disposition of
Mother Nature. I was recently snowbound for a day and night in Green Island
at my friend Sarah’s house in the woods.
I emerged a knitter!

Mummers’ Song
“Don’t seem like Christmas if the mummers are not here.”
Granny would say as she’d knit in her chair,
“Things have gone modern and I suppose that’s the cause,
Christmas is not like it was.”
“Any mummers allowed in?”
Hark, what’s the noise out by the porch door?
“Granny, ‘tis mummers, there’s twenty or more.”
Her old weathered face brightens up with a grin,
“Any mummers, nice mummers ‘lowed in?”
“Come in, lovely mummers, don’t bother the snow,
We can wipe up the water, sure, after you go,
Sit, if you can, or on some mummer’s knee,
Let’s see if we know who you be."
There’s big ones and small ones and tall ones and thin,
Boys dressed as women and girls dressed as men,
Humps on their backs, and mitts on their feet,
“My blessed, we'll die with the heat.”
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Gift of Snowshoes
Shifting out of the Ontarian ‘rush
mode’ is a necessity here. No one rushes.
A visit to the local store can turn into a
good part of an hour, as people approach
and want to talk to the minister. This was
difficult for me, but I’ve relaxed with
it…when in Rome… Another difficult
thing; no one knocks, one is expected to
just walk into everyone’s house. We
haven’t quite managed this yet, although
I have stepped inside on occasion when
I’m freezing and the resident is somewhat deaf...survival instinct.
Hope all is well at St. John’s!

“Don'’ s’pose you fine mummers would turn down a drop?”
“No!! Homebrew or alky, whatever you’ve got.”
Not the one with his rubber boots on the wrong feet,
He’s enough for to do him all week.
“S’pose you can dance.” “Yes.” They all nod their heads,
They’ve been tapping their feet ever since they came in,
Now that the drinks have been all passed around,
The mummers are plankin’ ‘er down.
“Be careful the lamp, and hold on to the stove,
Don’t swing Granny hard cause you know that she’s old,
No need for to care how you buckles the floor,
Cause mummers have danced here before.”
“My God, how hot is it, we’d better go,
I ‘low we’ll all get the devil’s own cold,”
“Good night and good Christmas, mummers, me dears,
Please God we will see you next year.”
“Good night and good Christmas, mummers, me dears,
Please God we will see you next year.”

There’s only one there that I think that I know,
That tall fellow standing over long side the stove,
He’s shaking his fist for to make me not tell,
Must be Willie from out on the hill.
Now, that one’s a stranger if there ever was one,
With his underwear stuffed and his trap door undone,
Is he wearing his mother’s big forty-two bra?
I knows but I’m not gonna say.

Some Mummers

The Banner

14

John Thompson Homily
Canon Don announced at the Vestry
meeting that John Thompson had
been accepted into a two year Diocesan program that will qualify him as a
“Perpetual Deacon”. His upcoming
stint as a new Church warden will
undoubtedly be a challenging addition to his course work. Those parishioners who attended the 8 am service
on February 27 heard John deliver
this homily which he kindly shared
with The Banner.

Homily on Matthew 5:38-48
February 20, 2011
By John Thompson
If you are anything
like me, today’s reading
from Matthew is hard to
deal with.
So let me start with a geography lesson.
Aylmer is about 50 kilometres southeast of London and just east of St. Thomas. Your get there by heading east from
London on Highway 2, past the airport
and Trail’s End Farmers’ Market.
When you get to the yellow and
green John Deere showroom – the yard is
littered with huge farm implements –
turn right onto county road #73. Take
your time. It is a very pleasant drive –
enough rises and dips and curves to make
it interesting. You cross the Thames
River just north and east of Dorchester,
and Highway 401 a minute later.
As you approach Aylmer you might
stop at the big red wooden apple; go
early in September and look for the
Honey Crisps. A bit further on is an old
cabin with a huge variety of honey – and
real bee hives. Then, a bit further and
about 2 kilometres before the Aylmer
town limits, you’ll cross the Glencolin
Line intersection. Don’t go into Aylmer.
Turn left on Glencolin.
Within a kilometer or two you’ll notice a change. The farmhouses are plain.
Not a television dish in sight; no power
or telephone lines lead from the road. No

cars or trucks in the farmyards. Sheets
and shirts, pants and dresses, neatly
pinned to clotheslines flap in the breeze.
And horses, pulling tall black buggies,
clip-clop along the road. Here, and for
the next 10 kilometres, strung out on
both sides of the county road, and on side
roads leading north and south, is the Aylmer Amish community – all 500 souls.
This is a community that lives by the
Sermon on the Mount. They will not
swear an oath, or enter into litigation because it is a form of violence. They refuse military service, preferring to go to
jail – or move (as this community did)
from one country to another. When experiencing violence from their
neighbours, as a daughter community
was in Honduras, they try to reach out in
forgiveness and if this is unsuccessful,
they simply leave. They celebrate the
Lord’s Supper twice a year, but only after ensuring that members of the community are at peace with one another. If they
are not, the Lord’s Supper is postponed
until they are.
The Amish live by the words of Jesus, “Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you.” The Amish
have done this for 500 years.
First century Palestine, the world of
Jesus and the Sermon on the Mount, was
not the world of 21st century East Elgin
County.
It was a world of religious division –
Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, Samaritans, religious reformers and their followers. And it was a world of tension.
A small minority had all the wealth.
The poor were no more than indentured
slaves, at the mercy of landowners and
tax collectors. There was widespread
hope that the Apocalypse was imminent
– that the Messiah would come, the
world as it was known would end, and all
would be judged. The Romans, directly
or through their puppet kings, ruled with
an iron fist. Any religious assembly
(what we would call today a revival
meeting) was a threat to public order and
interpreted as rebellion. One in Samaria,
soon after Jesus’ death, led to the cruci-
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fixion of hundreds.
This was the world in which Jesus
taught his disciples to “love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you.” Such a message was as incomprehensible then as it is today.
The Palestine in which Christ lived
and died bears remarkable similarities to
21st century Palestine. That is a world
marked by religious and political division, of grinding poverty and humiliation
for many, by a sense of hopelessness and
helplessness, where religious extremism
and nationalism impact on the everyday
lives of those who are simply trying to
live out their lives in peace.
It is a world where a small group of
zealots firing rockets or recruiting suicide bombers can terrorize a population,
invite retaliation, and use innocent civilians as a shield when the inevitable retaliation comes.
It is a world where hatred – and
hopelessness – runs deep.
The situation in 1st century Palestine
was equally hopeless, and into this world
Christ brought his message of love and
forgiveness. It was a message he not only
preached – he lived and died it.
Christ had no illusions. He knew
that, by preaching a gospel of peace and
reconciliation, of the sovereignty of God,
he would attract suspicion and hostility.
He warned his disciples of the risks they
took by associating themselves with him,
“… they will hand you over to be tortured and … put to death ..” (Matt 24:9).
He did not seek death. In the garden of
Gethsemane he prayed that, “if it is possible, let this cup pass from me.” (Matt
26:39). But he also, later, rebuked the
follower who drew his sword to defend
him.
Christ’s death on the cross was a
death he anticipated but did not seek.
Neither did he avoid it. It was an act of
solidarity with suffering humanity. It was
evidence of the length to which God was
prepared to go to reach out in love to his
creation, to literally bring it to its senses
and show to it his true nature and his
love.
(Continued on page 15)
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And, as Luke records, on the cross
Jesus prayed that his persecutors might
be forgiven.
On December 27, 2008, responding to a long series of rocket attacks,
the Israeli Defense Force launched a 3
week attack on Gaza. On the 3rd week,
the home of a Palestinian doctor,
Izzeldin Abuelaish, was hit by an Israeli rocket. Dr. Abuelaish ran to the
room that had been hit. He found three
of his daughters and a niece in a pool
of blood, dead. Two others were critically injured. He had Israeli friends and
he made a desperate call for help to
one of them, a presenter for Israeli television. That call was broadcast live and
was the first real insight the Israeli
public had into the human cost of the
invasion. Two days later there was a
ceasefire.
I think that most people, having
experienced such an ordeal, would harbour deep hatred for those who in-

Library Corner
February 2011
By Judy Tuck,
St. John’s Librarian
Here are the recent additions to the library. Thanks especially to Kate Drum
for her donation of the lovely book of
poetry by Elizabeth Bieman.
Experiencing God:

The Three Stages of Prayer.
Thomas H. Green (242.8 GRE)
Thomas Green was a Catholic spiritual writer and professor of Theology. This concise book about prayer
is drawn from his lectures. In it, he
reminds us that “prayer is, after all, a
relationship with God and a deepening of our experience with God.”
No greater Love

Mother Teresa (248.4 TER)
Mother Teresa was one of the
world’s most respected and loved
spiritual leaders. Here is a collection
of her teachings, with chapters de-
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flicted such pain.
But instead Dr. Abuelaish – a devout Muslim – has done exactly the
opposite, He has written a book. Its
title is “I Shall Not Hate.” He says.
“I’m against any violence. (It has)
proved its failure decades ago and that
will never, never change…. Hate is a
poison, a fire which burns you from the
inside.” He believes, and he has said,
“... Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light and love can drive out
darkness and hatred.”
In the midst of carnage, in the
midst of personal tragedy, Dr. Abuelaish can and does say, “Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”
When Jesus said this, he was not
just talking about hostility between
peoples and nations. He was also talking about the need for love, forgiveness and reconciliation between individuals – neighbours, brothers and sis-
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ters, husbands and wives, parents and
children. Hate at this level is the most
corrosive – as Dr. Abuelaish says, it is
a poison, a fire which burns you from
the inside.
Brother Alois of the Taizé community in France has written,
“In situations of conflict, will we
find ways of listening to others? …
Will we go to the point of forgiving? Is
there any other way to interrupt the
chain of ongoing humiliation? It is not
a matter of forgetting a painful past, or
of being blind to present-day situations
of injustice. The Gospel calls us to go
beyond the memory of wounds by forgiving, and even to rise above our expectation of getting something in return.”
And, he adds, reassuringly, “The
desire for reconciliation is already the
beginning of it.”
Amen.

voted to prayer, love, giving, work Tough Times Never Last,
and service, and forgiveness, to
But Tough People Do
Robert H. Schuller (158.1 SCH)
name a few.
God’s Presence Makes the World:
Wounded Healers
The Celtic Vision through the
Rachel Naomi Remen (616.99 REM)
Centuries in Wales.
A.M. Allchin (274.42 ALL)
The library catalogue is now online,
thanks to the hard work of Adam Tuck!
Ordinary People as Monks and
The catalogue can be found at
Mystics:
www.stjohnslibrary.ca. The database can
Lifestyles for Self-Discovery.
be searched by call number, title, author
Marsha Sinetar (204.22 SIN)
or subject. There is also a listing of recent acquisitions on the website as well
Prayerforce: 365 Days
as some brief book reviews, so congreto a New Life.
gation members can check out what is
Clyo Beck (242.8 BEC)
new.
The end of Christendom.
This is a work in progress as Adam
Malcolm Muggeridge (270 MUG)
continues to add new features to the web
site and the library commitThe Reach of Winter Branches.
tee learns how to use these
Elizabeth Bieman (819.1 BIE)
features! We hope that people will let us know of any
This is Our Faith:
suggestions of things they
A Guide to Life and Belief for An- might like to see on the
glicans with a Revised Chapter on library website.
Worship
Ian Stuchberry (283 STU)
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Parish News
Daphne and Kevin Bice
on Stage at the Grand
On Thursday, March 10th, parishioners Daphne and Kevin Bice will be on
stage at the Grand Theatre in a one-night
-only performance of “The Dining
Room”. This event is part of a fundraising campaign supporting The Grand
Theatre’s youth initiatives, including
subsidizing ticket prices to allow school
groups to attend the theatre. Tickets to
this event are priced at $50 each plus
HST.
The show features 32 local
“celebrities”. Besides Daphne and
Kevin, the cast includes Joni Baechler,
Gina Barber, Murray Faulkner, Nick Paparella, Erin Rankin Nash, Heather
Brandt and many more.
The play revolves around the life of
a dining room in an old house. We see
excerpts from the many stories that have
taken place in room over the years –
some bittersweet, some funny but all
very human. In their scene, Daphne
plays Marjorie, a recently divorced
woman who has called in a carpenter,
Paul, played by Kevin, to assess the condition of the dining room furniture. In
the process, she discovers a new independence and he discovers a new interest.
Please note that, in keeping with traditions of the theatre, there will be an
after-party following the event, which is
open to all! Please be sure to tell your
friends, family and colleagues. Appetizers and cash bar will be provided.
Maybe if there were to be a St.
John’s Cheering Section on March 10th,
it might calm Kevin and Daphne’s stage
jitters.

Outreach Projects
Upcoming
The Outreach Committee has two new
projects coming up:
1. The Yard and Book Sale
Saturday April 30: 8 am to noon
Please save the date (and save your
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gently used books and household treasures). The Outreach Committee is trying
to help the Buule family repay their
$3400 Government of Canada travel
loan before mid-May (after that, any
money we raise will be deducted from
their Ontario Works grant). So — all
donations, in cash or in kind, are most
welcome!!
Here’s what you can do to help:

From April 4 to April 28, please bring
good used books to the Church.

From April 25 to April 28, we need
your donations: toys, small household
goods, bikes, treasures for the Treasure Trove (no clothing please).

Come and shop on Saturday April 30!
2. Enoboishu—a Maasai Women’s
Co-operative in Tanzania
Huron University College’s Tanzanian Project is an exciting venture
funded by CIDA. The Maasai Women’s
Cooperative—Enoboishu—is also being
helped. Enoboishu means TOGETHER;
together thirty women support their children and send them to school. They own
and look after their own goats, and create
traditional “shangas” (beadwork) to sell.
We ask you to support these two
projects generously.

Look for more information in the
coming weeks. Any small donation
goes a long way in Tanzania.

Breakfast Meetings Planned
Parishioners are invited to
attend Breakfast gatherings
9am on Sundays planned for upcoming
month ends as follows:

February — Hosted by the Servers
March — Hosted by Outreach
Committee

May — Hosted by Worship/Property
Committee

Pancake Supper
Shrove Tuesday March
8
From 5 pm to 7 pm.
A Pancake Supper,
hosted by the men of the
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Parish, which by providing good company and fine fare for families of all
ages, will highlight this annual event. All
the pancakes you can eat and Real Map
le syrup! The Flapjack Dixieland Band
will be playing! Free Will Offering.

New Appointment
For Anne
The Rev. Anne Jaikarin has been appointed
to be the Rector of
Church of the Hosannas
in Hyde Park as of January 2011. Anne
reports that she is very happy with this
new position as it fulfils her dream of
becoming a Priest full time with a Parish
of her own. The location of this church is
in the growing western part of London
and she looks forward to the challenge of
exercising ministry in this area. You can
enjoy one of Anne’s recent sermons by
visiting the Church of the Hosannas’
website at
www.hosannas.org.

Canon Don the Storyteller
Parishioners will want to attend the
Karen Schussler Singers concert “Going
to the Rock!” to be held on Saturday
April 9, 8pm at Wesley-Knox Church.
Highlights of this choral program of
Down East music will be the presence of
special guest Celtic Fiddler Jennie Bice
and our Rector Don Ford who will be
spinning tales and vignettes of Newfoundland Life, some of which may even
be true! Tickets available from Kevin
and Daphne Bice.

Former St. John’s
Chorister New
Huron Principal
Dr. Stephen McClatchie, Provost
and Vice-President, Academic and Research, Mount Allison University, has
been appointed the new Principal of
Huron University College, effective July
1, 2011. For several years when Steve
was a graduate student at
UWO, he was the anchor
of the Tenor section of the
Senior Choir. Can we persuade him to come back?
(Continued on page 17)
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Surveying the Survey
By Bruce Tuck,
Chairman of Worship Committee.
There are two goals to be
kept in mind when planning worship services. The first is to provide appropriate means to glorify and to facilitate
encounters with God. The second is to provide for the spiritual needs of the congregation. It is difficult to assess the success
rate of the first. An e-mail evaluation form
sent to www.God.com might not do the
trick. But the second is a bit more readily
quantified. To this end, the Worship Committee provided a questionnaire to the congregation before Christmas asking for
reacFtions to our three principal liturgies (1) the 1985 Eucharistic Rite in the B.A.S.,
(2) the 1962 Eucharistic Rite (also in the
B.A.S. but closer to the B.C.P. rite with
older language) and (3) Morning Prayer.
We did not ask for a critical evaluation
of the liturgies qua liturgy. Most of us are
not trained liturgists and are not competent
to perform perspicacious, perceptive and
pertinent perusal of liturgies. But we do
know how liturgies affect us subjectively
and spiritually, hence we purposely
worded our survey to ask for the spiritual
benefit parishioners felt they derived from
each of these services on a scale of 5
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(highest) to 1 (lowest).
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venience. So, where does all this leave us?

We received 79 responses - a high percentage of the congregation present on the
Sundays the survey was administered. Surveys at best cannot be assumed to provide
an exact reflection of reality and this one
can best be regarded as a straw-vote. But it
did provide some interesting insights. The
first, however, is hardly news. We here at
Saint John’s are divided in our opinions!
(and if you are surprised at that, I’ve got
some swampland in Florida ...) The consequence of this fact is that we need all to be
patient and understanding, since our own,
often strong, views are not shared by all.

It would appear that there is no general
will at the present time to drop any of our
liturgies completely from the cycle of services. Kevin Bice’s comment on the survey
form perhaps sums up the view of many: “I
like and find meaningful all the forms of
service we use. To be sure, there are portions of each that ring true and hit deeper
than others, but I cannot rate any higher or
lower. More importantly, each represents
(even with perceived weaknesses) a part of
our history and tradition as Anglicans. As
such, I celebrate the fact that we use them
all.” It would also appear, however, that
there is work to be done, particularly with
Morning Prayer, to alleviate or eliminate
such perceived weaknesses.

If we consider a rating of 5 or 4 as
‘liking’ a service from the viewpoint of
spiritual benefit, and 2 and 1 as
‘disliking’ (3 was qualified as “lukewarm’
or middle of the road) it was not surprising
that the majority preferred the modern 85
Eucharistic Rite. It was perhaps surprising
though that almost as many viewed the
older 62 Rite positively. (57 ‘like’, 13
‘dislike’ for the 85 Rite, 52 ‘like’ 14
‘dislike’ for the 62 Rite). As expected,
Morning Prayer was less popular. Although more of you expressed relatively
positive reaction to this liturgy, almost as
many expressed dissatisfaction (37 - 33). I
realize that the terms ‘like’ and ‘dislike’
may not accurately express your viewpoint, but I use them for brevity and con-

We also must bear in mind the need
for Church development and evangelism in
this age of declining attendance at most
traditional churches. Anglican worship has
evolved and changed over the centuries
and must continue to do so to meet the
changing spiritual needs of 21st century
worshippers. Our task is to maintain the
valued and spiritually enriching parts of
our Anglican tradition while still making
changes to meet societal needs and to ensure that we don’t become ecclesiastical
ostriches with our heads buried deep in the
sands of times gone by.

Vestry Meeting (Continued
from page 1)

(Continued from page 16)

Recent Family Friday Activities

The election and appointment of
Church officers and Parish Council
members took place with the following
parishioners agreeing to be our leaders
for 2011.
Elected by Vestry:

All
People’s Warden— Alison Hannay
Saints
Day
Deputy People’s Warden—
Party
John Thompson
October
2010
Lay Delegates to Synod—
Bruce Tusk, Pam Rudd,
Grace Sandor

Alternate Lay Delegates—
Chris Atkinson, Harvey Brown,
Jennifer Roy

Tubing
Party
Members of Parish Council
January
Petey Noble, Tom Howes
2011

Appointed by the Rector:

Rector’s Warden— Warren Jones
Deputy Rector’s Warden—
Sharrone Sandor

Members of Parish Council—
Michael Hannay,
Mary Lynn Berthelet
The first meeting of the new Parish Council will be held on February
22.
Canon Don made a couple of announcements of interest to parishioners:

Grace Sandor has been accepted
into Huron University College
Remarks by Virginia Hannay:
“Thank you “Don” for all you do for
us” was followed by an enthusiastic
and lengthy round of applause from all
present.
This peaceful Vestry meeting then
adjourned with the Grace said by all.

The Banner

18

February 2011

Lenten Programs
The church sets aside the Season of
Lent as a time of study, reflection, prayer,
charitable works and learning about our
Faith.

Living the Questions
We will continue this year with new
sessions in our series Living the Questions. During the five Sundays of Lent
we will have a light lunch immediately
after church in the nursery room, followed by viewing and discussing the
DVD episode in the church library. The
presentations are made by outstanding,
and sometimes controversial, biblical
scholars and teachers of religion—John
Dominic Crossan, Marcus Borg, John
Shelby Spong, Mathew Fox, Walter
Brueggman, Barbara Rossing and John
Bell among others. The topics are presented in terms all can understand, avoid-

Lent in the Holy City
(further details in ad at bottom of page)

March 13—Debunking the Rapture
(interpreting biblical accounts of the
end of time)

Andrew Irving, from Huron College
with our own Johns—Smallbridge and
Thompson—will present on Wednesday
Evenings at 7pm a wonderful series entitled: “Walking Where Jesus walked with
Cyril of Jerusalem”.

March 20—Reclaiming the World
(ecology, caring for God’s world)

March 16—The geographical and
historical context of Cyril

March 27—A Kingdom without Walls
(embracing diversity, overcoming
boundaries)

March 23-April 16—Focus on his
Baptismal sermons exploring
the following dynamics:

ing the jargon of erudite theology.
Dates and topics are listed below:

April 3—Social Justice: Realizing God’s
Vision (fighting societal injustice)
April 10—Incarnation—Divinely Human
(enfleshing the Spirit, divinity of Jesus)

Lent in the Holy City


Renouncing evil,

Cleansing in Baptism,

Gift of the Holy Spirit,

The Eucharist following Baptism,

What Bishop Cyril understood,
what we understand today.

“What a strange and astonishing situation!
We did not really die, we were not really
buried, we did not really hang from a cross
and rise again. Our imitation was symbolic,
but our salvation a reality!” [Myst.Cat. 2.5]
Prepare for the great celebration of Easter
in a conversational study‐group about how
Christians celebrated Easter in fourth‐
century Jerusalem. How can the way
Christians worshiped in that city challenge,
nourish and enliven us in our city today?
Please join us!

Walking Where Jesus Walked
with Cyril of Jerusalem

Place:

Anglican Church of
St John the Evangelist

Time:

Wednesdays 7:00pm‐8:15pm
March 16, 23, 30
April 6, 13

Lead by: Mr. Andrew Irving
(Huron U College);
Dr. John Thompson;
Dr. John Smallbridge;
Mr. Shaun Eaton

