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HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 

Wow!! It is good to be with you as 

you continue to celebrate your 125th year 

of ministry in the community of London 

and beyond. I congratulate your clergy 

and laity for the planning and work that 

has gone into this celebration.  

When I heard from John Biehn that they were hoping to 

have a canoe in the procession, I was delighted. This would give 

me the opportunity to speak about canoe tripping and Christian 

living and the similarities between them. What is it that makes 

canoeing so appealing to young people? Young people like to 

participate in adventure and canoe tripping and Christianity has 

plenty of both. These canoe trips combined together that sense 

of adventure and living a Christian life.  

Before the canoes were even put into the water we had an 

information night to answer any questions the young people or 

parents might have. At the pre-meeting there was lots of excite-

ment and it grew as our young guides Jason Webb and Andrew 

Douglas spoke about where we would be going in our journey 

through Algonquin Park. Our guides not only spoke about 

where we would be going but they had maps and they pointed 

out on the maps where we would be going. They talked about 

the lakes we would cross and the rivers we would travel on. The 

maps were a good security blanket for they assured us if we 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Bain Peever 

Canoe Tripping and Christian Living  

Strawberry Social for Seniors 

Wednesday June 19—2:00 PM 

Parish Hall 

 

Sunday June 23 
  8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist 

 

Sunday June 30- 

September 1  Sunday 

Morning Services 10:00 AM 

 

Welcome back Sunday 

Sunday September 8 

   8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

 10:30 AM  Holy Eucharist 

 

Bishop John Spong 
Tuesday September 25 at 7:30 PM. 

 

5k Run/Walk 
Sunday October 20 

Upcoming Events 

Parish Picnic Fun and Games at Huron University College.  See page 20 for more pictures. 

A very welcome guest to our 

125th Celebrations is Canon Bain 

Peever, who served as Rector of 

our parish from 1985 to 1998. 

His strong leadership during 

that period at St. John’s was re-

markable in various ways. He 

introduced us to the Green Book 

(BAS); he motivated us to estab-

lish an Endowment Fund which, 

during his tenure with us grew to 

approximately $500,000; he per-

suaded us to establish a Long 

Range Building Plan to restore 

the fabric of our church, and the 

campaign to raise the funds and 

undertake the work took place 

over a 6 year period involving an 

expenditure in excess of 

$600,000. 

He challenged us to examine 

our role in the community and, 

following a study weekend, a Sat-

urday Night meal program was 

introduced, which has grown so 

much that today it is the signifi-

cant component of our Outreach 

program. 

He motivated us to celebrate 

in a significant way the 100th 

Anniversary of our church in 

1988 in a variety of ways, from 

inviting a Bishop of the Philip-

pines to visit and stay with us for 

two weeks, to backing us in a 

wonderful production of an origi-

nal musical “The Spirit ‘88”. 

The health concerns of his 

family led to his retirement at age 

63 and his move to his beloved 

cottage on Manitoulin Island 

where he then re-entered the ac-

tive Ministry to become the Rec-

tor of St. Francis Assisi parish in 

Mindemoya. His recent retirement 

from this position  is noted in the 

current Banner on page 7. 



The Banner                                                                                     2                                                                                   June 2013 

 

followed our maps we would not 

get lost. This was before GPS days.  

Now I began by saying there 

were a lot of similarities between 

the Christian life and canoe trip-

ping. So there is. Canoeing has 

guides and so does Christianity. 

Parents, Godparents or sponsors 

and clergy all have a responsibility 

to share with their children the 

adventure of Christian living. The 

sacrament of Baptism is where we 

become a member of Christ's Body 

and our sponsors promise to guide 

us into Christian living.  

We have different resources. 

They are called the bible, a prayer 

book and a hymn book. If we live 

by these teachings we will not get 

lost. But if per chance we do, the 

chief Guide God will welcome us 

home regardless of how far we 

have strayed.  

Remember the story of the 

Prodigal Son who was welcomed 

home by the father in a very joyful 

fashion.  

Now on a canoe trip the ca-

noeists need to have healthy meals 

like oatmeal porridge, bacon and 

eggs for breakfast. Lunch was nuts, 

granola bars and fruit.  

Supper in the evening was 

dehydrated fruit and vegetables 

and jerky.  

This diet was not the kind you 

would want to live on as a steady 

diet but it was fine for a short peri-

od of time for a healthy group of 

teenagers.  

But Christianity has a special 

diet and all Baptized Christians 

share in this meal. It has different 

names The Lord's Supper, Holy 

Eucharist, or Holy Communion. 

We usually had two of those 

special Christian meals during the 

canoe trip. We asked for guidance 

from the Holy Spirit, good health 

for our guides, leaders and camp-

ers. I would use the pita bread for 

the Holy Eucharist. We had copies 

of the Eucharist with us and with 

one canoe placed in the centre of 

our worship circle for an altar. We 

celebrated Holy Communion, 

against the background of birds 

singing and squirrels chattering, 

and water lapping on the lakeshore 

I would bless the bread and 

say “take eat, this is my Body 

which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of Me.” I would 

then continue with the cup and say 

“drink this all of you. This is my 

blood of the new covenant which is 

shed for the forgiveness of sins.”  

In the evening we would gath-

er around the campfire and it 

would be time for stories. Andrew 

and Jason would tell some scary 

stories fictional of course.  

The campers enjoyed listening 

to our guides tell stories of their 

canoeing adventures over the 

years.  

This story time was similar to 

the times Jesus taught His disciples 

in the Synagogue, the temple, in 

the fields and on the water in their 

boats. Jesus told stories about life 

and how God wanted us to love 

Him and one another. He told us 

the stories like the Good Samari-

tan, it was a story about caring for 

others even if they were your ene-

my. Jesus told us about a Jewish 

man who was traveling from Jeru-

salem to Jericho and this man fell 

into the hands of robbers who beat 

him and left him half dead at the 

side of the road. A priest from the 

temple in Jerusalem came along 

and looked at the man bleeding and 

needing attention. He decided he 

did not have time to help him and 

left him there. A Levite from the 

temple came along saw the wound-

ed 12 man but was not prepared to 

get involved and left him to die. 

Along came a Samaritan from Sa-

maria who the Jews considered to 

be their enemy. He looked at the 

wounded man. He decided to help 

him, bandaged him up put him on 

his donkey and took him to the 

nearest inn. The Samaritan said to 

the innkeeper “look after him with 

the money I am going to give you 

and if you require more when I 

come back I will 13 repay you.” 

Who was the neighbour Jesus 

asked the crowd? I am sure you 

know.  

The gospel for today has an-

other story about Jesus coming to 

the outskirts of Nain and they join 

a funeral procession. Jesus quickly 

learns that the funeral was for a 

widow's only son. There was 

weeping and wailing not only be-

cause the son had died but it meant 

as well there would be no one to 

look after the widow. Jesus had 

compassion on her and he raised 

her son from death.  

In doing so he saved her from 

a terrible fate. Without a male rela-

tive all her property reverted to the 

husbands family at his death. She 

would be reduced to total poverty. 

With Jesus raising up the son of the 

widow and touching the corpse he 

became unclean. Jesus was more 

concerned for the widow. He had 

great compassion for her even 

though he broke the Jewish law.  

There are many stories told 

about Jesus and His love and com-

passion for people. There are sto-

ries told by Jesus about how we are 

to respond to those in need. Yes 

religious stories and camping sto-

ries are important for they remind 

us to love God and our neighbour 

as we love ourselves.  

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

Bain Peever 

Front page of the Diocese of 
Algoma newspaper with a story 
on Bain’s retirement this year in 
September. 

When we got back to the dock, 

it was like these young people 

were filled with the joy of 

Pentecost. With energy and 

spirit, they would good 

naturedly throw one another 

into the lake. 
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Monday at One 
The traditional long standing and ex-

perienced women’s Craft Group have 

reorganized their activities into a new or-

ganization called “The Book Bag Ladies”, 

aka “Monday at One”. The traditional 

Advent / Christmas Bazaar is being put on 

hold for this year. 

Research has shown that there is a 

need for appropriate bags for young chil-

dren a/o adults to responsibly carry books 

to and from, e.g. to school and home and 

back. 

Accordingly, their new venture that 

they have embarked on is creating “My 

Book Bag”. 

Made of cotton fabric and decorated 

with appropriate colorful designs, the 

group to date have filled several orders, 

i.e. 20 bags to Lord Nelson Public School, 

12 bags to Rotholm and they have an or-

der pending for 40 bags for Aberdeen 

Public School, to be delivered in the Fall. 

Currently their are 14 workers on staff. 

During the production of these new 

products, the Banner is advised that “tea 

and cookies” 

are served and a 

lot of the 

world’s prob-

lems are solved 

in discussion 

around the ta-

ble.  

New Carillon Controller 

A much improved and updated Caril-

lon controller for the Bells in the Tower 

has recently been installed. Our Master 

Carilloner, Alvin Reimer, is very happy to 

report that this new system is a wonderful 

improvement over the original Carillon 

Controller. (pictured below). 

Under the old system hymns were 

played on to a hard disk, then transferred 

to a floppy disk and sent away to the Ver-

din Company in the US to have a “chip” 

created and returned for use. 

The new Carillon Master Controller is 

a solid state control system. Music can be 

added to the library directly from the key-

board. It is possible to add 10,000 songs 

to the new system The old system had 24 

songs per chip. Various seasons can be 

changed from the Master Controller. You 

will notice the reduced size of the key-

board. (pictured below). All newly record-

ed hymns will be played on the 14 Bells 

in C+ . 

The current schedule of Bell perfor-

mances is that two hymn tunes are played 

each day of the week beginning at 12:03 

PM. Alvin has 24 different and appropri-

ate hymn tunes recorded for each of the 

Church seasons. Advent, Christmas, Lent. 

Easter and Pentacost. The new system 

will allow him to record many more tunes 

(after transposing them into the key of C) 

and store them on site in the new system. 

He notes that our current church policy of 

playing a special request tune following a 

wedding for which we charge $50, has 

only been used once in his memory. With 

this ability to increase considerably the 

library of tunes, perhaps we can relax this 

monetary rule and offer this new service 

gratuitously!  

This new installation has been made 

possible by the generous financial dona-

tion of Gerry Fenwick and his family, in 

memory of Audrey, faithful wife, mother 

and former Churchwarden in 1996 when 

the original set of bells were installed in 

the Tower. 

A dedication ceremony of this new 

Controller will be held as part of the wor-

ship service on Sunday June 30. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Parish News 

Old controller and key board 

New master controller and keyboard 

In the morning when we were ready to 

break camp, we loaded the canoes with our 

belongings. Each canoe crew would spread 

out over the campsite to pick up any litter we 

found. Our motto was to leave the campsite 

cleaner than we found it. We tried to teach 

one another good stewardship values not only 

for our fellow humans but for God and the 

world He owns.  

I remember as well how each trip ended.  

When we got back to the dock, it was 

like these young people were filled with the 

joy of Pentecost. With energy and spirit, they 

would good naturedly throw one another into 

the lake.  

These young people were sad the trip was 

over but joyful for all the love and acceptance 

they had received.  

I give thanks to God for the opportunity I 

had to share in the lives of these young people 

and to share with them the  

Christian life through canoeing.  

Every year Lynda and I host some visi-

tors from these canoe camps. I must say this 

experience with them has been one of the 

highlights of my 50 years of ministry. I thank 

God for these young people and the experi-

ence of sharing life with them. Amen  

Alleluia The Lord is Risen He is Risen 

indeed. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Paul Petersen presents Bain with an 
honourarium at the Parish Picnic, with 
words of thanks for his canoe trips with 
the Servers over the years. 
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Where Are All Those 

Sleeping Mats Going? 
By Cathy Blake 

Where are they going? Delivery of the mats started with 

small amount going here and there. Fifty mats went to the Ama-

zon through the Amazon Medical Mission from Michigan. One 

hundred went to Canadian Food for Children from Mississauga. 

Through a connection in Forest we delivered over 1500 to an 

organization, Crossworlds, that were eventually shipped to Hai-

ti. This was just after the earthquake and the people of Haiti 

used them to sleep on, keep warm and they even make struc-

tures using poles which they attached the mats to. 

Paul and Doris Petersen packed up their trailer and car sev-

eral times and took over 2500 to the Lutheran Church in Kitche-

ner-Waterloo area which eventually made their way to Haiti. 

Warren Jones also packed up his trailer and van and took a load 

of 300 mats to Samaritan’s Purse in Waterloo just recently. 

The majority of the mats, over 7,000, have gone to South 

Africa. The Rotary Club from Grand Bend discovered that when 

a school was being closed, all of the contents of that school were 

going into a landfill. Through their connection with a Rotary 

Club in South Africa, they decided to take action. The Rotarians 

would buy a container and fill it with desks, chairs, filing cabi-

nets and anything else from within the school and ship it to 

South Africa. The last container I saw loaded must have con-

tained 100 boxes of books. I have seen them load pianos, bicy-

cles and dried soup mixes onto these containers. The cost to ship 

one container is $5,000. St. John’s Outreach Committee agreed 

to send $500 to help support this effort. I believe over 17 con-

tainers have been shipped to South Africa to date. 

So where do the sleeping mats fit into all of this? We deliver 

the mats the day of loading. They are used to fill filing cabinets, 

desks and any small place that they will fit, in essence, packing 

materials. 

Upon the containers arrival in South Africa, the contents are 

dispersed with a few hours. When the people of South Africa 

know there is a container on its way, from what I hear, it is al-

most a race to see who can 

obtain the contents first. 

They have set up libraries 

with the boxes of books that 

have been sent. They have 

furnished schools that were 

almost void of anything. 

The sleeping mats are used 

mostly in the primary 

grades. Each child takes 

pride in the mats that they 

have been given. Rather 

than sitting on a concrete 

floor, they now can sit on a 

plastic mat. It is so reward-

ing to know that all of the hard work that the “matters” have 

done is so appreciated. 

There is a group of people in Thedford area that started de-

livering their mats to St. John’s. They have taken leadership of 

their project and have found many sources for their mats. On 

many missions trips people would take their 50 pound bag and 

fill it with mats. Who knows where they all have been taken! 

I am proud to be part of this wonderful project! 

Youth Service 
April 21 

The morning 

service on April 

21 was a very 

rewarding one 

for those  who 

attended that day. 

The Youth Group 

of our church led 

the service with 

prayers and read-

ings plus the Jun-

ior and Interme-

diate Choir under 

direction of Sara 

Hall performed a 

Cantata  “Adam in 

Eden”. It was a 

contemporary ver-

sion of the events 

in the Garden of 

Eden. Contempo-

rary Communion 

hymns “Open the 

Eyes of My Heart’ 

and “Lord I Lift 

Your Name on High” 

A highlight of the service was the Homily given by Jona-

than Franchetto which is printed on page 5. All together a great 

show by own young people and a refreshing change from our 

regular Morning service. 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) The Junior Choir with Sara Hall 

Parish News 

A typical mat delivery to St. John’s 
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Jonathan’s Homily 

When I was first 

asked to give a homily of 

sorts for this service, I 

was honoured to have 

been asked. But as the 

service came closer, I started to doubt 

myself. I just wasn’t sure what to say, or 

what to talk about. I had to make a diffi-

cult decision.  

Adam and Eve had to make a difficult 

decision, too. Their lives had become so 

boring because, well, it was perfect. They 

were literally in paradise! So when a 

sliding, slipping serpent comes out of no-

where and tempts them to try an apple - 

the same apple that God told them not to 

eat – because, the serpent says, it will 

relieve Adam and Eve of their boredom, 

they had to make a decision.  

In the face of temptation, Adam and 

Eve didn’t do well. Neither do we some-

times. But just like Adam and Eve, no 

matter how great our mistake might be, 

God will always forgive us for our sins.   

American gymnast and Olympic gold 

medalist Mary Lou Retton once said that 

“…as simple as it sounds, we all must try 

to be the best person we can: by making 

the best choices, and by making the most 

of the talents we've been given.” 

Making good decisions is one of the 

hardest things that we have to do in life. 

This is especially true for youth, because 

the choices that we make today directly 

influence the choices that we make in the 

future as adults. 

As Adam and Eve faced their tempta-

tion in the form of an apple and the pres-

sure to try the apple in the form of a ser-

pent, we all face our “apples”, and the 

“serpents” that influence us. For me, the 

“serpent” often comes in the form of peer 

pressure – with the ever-present tempta-

tion, the “apple”, of just wanting to fit in. 

When I find myself in these types of situa-

tions, the best thing that I can do is to 

trust my conscience – the “inner voice” 

that asks me: Is this a good decision? 

Will I regret this in the near future? Is 

this for the best? 

As Christians, we find that this voice 

embodies our belief in the leadership – 

the voice – of Jesus. In our gospel read-

ing today, we hear Jesus referring to his 

disciples, his loyal followers, as his 

sheep. They listen to his voice, he knows 

them, and they follow him.  

For those who didn’t believe, it was 

hard to understand. The Jews at the tem-

ple that day questioned Jesus, asking him 

for one thing – proof. But even if Jesus 

had given them proof, they wouldn’t have 

believed him, because, like Jesus said, 

“you do not believe me because you are 

not my sheep.” 

But of course, we believe. In some 

sense, we are the sheep, to whatever de-

gree of loyalty we choose. And it is be-

cause we believe that we join together in 

creeds and prayers, such as the affirma-

tion of faith, and the Lord’s Prayer, and 

hymns as well. We are called to serve 

others through Christ in our schools, 

workplaces, and communities, just as the 

disciple Tabitha did a few thousand years 

ago. Anytime that we trust our inner 

voice and perform an act of kindness, we 

feel great about ourselves afterwards for 

making a good decision. 

But what about those times when we 

make a regrettable choice? Occasionally 

we do give in to temptations or make a 

poor decision, often because we don’t 

think things through. The apple looked 

really good to Adam and Eve at the time. 

It tasted pretty good too. But, they soon 

came to realize that they probably 

shouldn’t have acted based on tempta-

tion.  

We have these sorts of moments as 

well. Temptation is everywhere in our 

lives. When we try to eat healthier foods, 

all we can see at the grocery store is junk 

food. When we’ve been told be home by a 

certain time, all that we can see is the fun 

that we might be missing out on. One 

small lapse of judgment can lead to some 

very large consequences. 

When God learns of Adam and Eve’s 

poor choice, his immediate reaction is 

that of sorrow. He honestly can’t believe 

what has happened – but almost immedi-

ately, he forgives Adam and Eve. He tells 

them to go out and begin a life of their 

own in the dangerous world. 

Of course, we know all about this 

world. Recently, it has been anything but 

paradise. It is important for us to remem-

ber that nobody is perfect, as much as we 

often would like to believe that we are. 

We are bound to make mistakes, and we 

are all aware of this - so our reaction to 

these mistakes is just as important as the 

mistake itself. 

Just as God forgives us for our sins, 

we must forgive ourselves. This is some-

thing that I have definitely forgotten to do 

in the past. What good is it if we carry the 

burden of our mistakes around with us 

every day? Our lives would be awful. 

There’s a reason that as an athlete I have 

been taught to shake off a mistake or a 

poor decision and move on as if it never 

happened in the moment, and then go 

back and reflect on it later. 

Also, just as God forgave Adam and 

Eve for their sins, we must forgive others 

for their temporary lapses in judgment. 

Simply put, we all make mistakes, and 

that’s okay. We can only hope that they 

will, in return, forgive us someday as 

well.  

As for me, I think I’ve made a good 

decision. I had to listen to my inner voice, 

and I often found it at the strangest times. 

I made a few mistakes along the way, but 

I know that I have been forgiven. And 

speaking of tough decisions…I have some 

homework to finish… 

Let us pray. 

Dear God, we thank you for your crea-

tion of Adam and Eve. Help us each day 

to make good decisions, and see through 

the temptations and influences of our 

world. Help us also to forgive others and 

ourselves as you forgive us. The road of 

life can be a bumpy one sometimes, but 

with your guidance, we know that we will 

persevere through tough times to enjoy 

the best ones. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

But what about those times when we 

make a regrettable choice?  

We have these sorts of moments as well. 

Temptation is everywhere in our lives.  
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A Thank You Note From the Fords 
Don and Margaret 

Ford have been enjoying 

their recently installed gas 

fireplace which they 

bought with the very gen-

erous gift of money from 

St. John's.  It has been a 

lovely addition to their 

family room and a source 

of warmth and com-

fort.  (The painting above 

the mantle is by Kevin 

Bice.) What a fitting re-

minder of their wonderful 

years with their beloved St. 

John’s parish family! They are enjoying retirement, Marga-

ret in the garden, and Don as Honorary Assistant at St. 

James, Kingston. 

 St. John’s Women 

Moist Chocolate Cake 

No one will believe this chocolate cake is made 
with cooked quinoa—no flour required! 

Rev. Patty Luxton 
Patty was honored re-

cently on on the occasion of 

her 20th anniversary in the 

Anglican Ministry. On be-

half of the parish, a presen-

tation was made to her  at a 

gathering on Sunday June 2. 

at a reception in the Parish 

Hall. (A new Alb has been 

ordered currently on its way 

from Europe.) Patty’s response below 

Dear St. John’s family: 

Thank you so much for the surprise party for my 

20th Anniversary of my Ordination. I look for-

ward to wearing  the new Alb. What a lovely gift. 

Special thanks to the Choir for their creative mas-

terpiece. I have kept a copy of the words to remem-

ber it by. 

Thank you also for the beautiful cake and card. I appreciate 

your kindness and generosity. 

Rev. Patty 

We Have A Sage In Our Congregation! 
Margaret Kobes has received Western’s 

“SAGE Student of the Year Award” at the Excel-

lence in Leadership Awards, at The Student Suc-

cess Centre, March 26, 2013. The SAGE Society is 

for Mature Students—students who are 

“differently aged” from the majority of students on 

campus. Margaret has participated in it and sup-

ported their many and various activities. A write-up 

appears in the June 6, 2013 edition of Western News 

alongside other award winners, under the headline, “Determined 

learners never done studying”. 

Mentioned in the article are two of her Independent Studies: The 

one she completed by studying "“The Millennium Psalter”, a 15th 

century Latin manuscript, one of the rare books in the King’s Univer-

sity College Collection. The other study mentioned was her paper, 

“The Shared Histories of Huron University College and the Church of 

St. John the Evangelist, London, Ontario”, which was submitted and 

accepted for the 150th Anniversary Conference of Huron University 

College, “The House that Isaac Built.” It was presented on May 15th 

at the Conference.  

Congratulations Margaret! 

Moses Francis 
Demonstrating his Trumpet playing skills 

in the recent Kiwanis Music Festival, Mo-

ses won a $75 award from the adjudica-

tors for his performance in solo trumpet. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Margaret Kobes 

Parishioners in the News 

A special cake was shared with all present 

 

Rev. Patty 

The St. John’s Women’s annual meeting was held on May 29 

at the church. A lovely meal was provided by Rob Chick and 

the students from Thames Secondary School. It was an even-

ing of wonderful food and fellowship. Planning for the upcom-

ing year was discussed. As requested, the recipe for the deli-

cious quinoa chocolate cake that was served at the dinner is 

outlined below. 
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The Venerable Albert Chovaz 

Mickey was recently honored for his 

faithful service of 45 years since his ordination to the diaconate 

by the Bishops of Huron and Norfolk. See their letter below. 

Sarah Luxton 
Figure skating star Sarah 

Luxton is pictured with her 

award she won at the Ilderton 

Skating Club dinner on May 

29. She won the Team Spirit 

Award for demonstrating posi-

tive leadership on her team. 

Sarah was on the Ilderton Mini 

Jet team for 2012-2013 season. 

Her team won a bronze medal 

at the Stratford competition, 

placed 5th out 15 at the Provin-

cial competition in New Market 

and won the gold medal at the 

last competition of the year in Chatham. 

Canon Bain Peever 
Bain was honored on the 50th anniversary of his ordination 

at a special service held in St. Francis of Assisi Church in Min-

demoya on Sunday June 2 In attendance was the Bishop of 

Algoma Rt. Rev Stephen Andrews. Special guests attending 

were Margaret Nelson and Frances and Alvin Reimer who 

sang two songs and a Psalm at the service. 

(Continued from page 6) 

From left: Alvin and Frances Reimer, Dawn (Bain’s sister), 
Bain and Lynda Peever, Margaret Nelson 

Bain, Server, Bishop 
The Rt. Rev’d Dr. 
Stephen Andrews 

 

 

 

 

The Ven. Albert 

(Mickey) Chovaz 

 

Dear Mickey: 

 
Greetings! It is our great pleasure to extend best wishes to you on the 

occasion of your 45th anniversary of ordination to the diaconate on 

December 21, 2012. 

It is amazing how quickly the years go by but we hope that as you 

look back over those years, you can see faces and recall situations in 

which your ministry has made a difference. We know there are a 

number of occasions where that did happen. 

We keep you in prayer and trust that you are doing well. 

Yours in Wishing you 

Christian Faith. every Blessing 

The Right Rev’d  The Right Rev’d 

Robert F. Bennett Terry A. Dance 

Bishop of Huron

 Bishop of Norfolk 

 

December, 2012 

Sarah and her award 

Parishioners in the News 

Marriage 

David Scott McLeod Hessel and  

Alexandria Elizabeth Persaud 

 June 8, 2013 

 

R.I.P. 

Marjorie Florence Hunter 

 April 24, 2013 

 

Peter Anthony Elmslie 

 June 2, 2013 

Passages  
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A major event in the celebrations of our 

125th Anniversary this year was a gala dinner 

held on Friday April 26th at the Highland 

Country Club. Special guests attending the 

event were our former Rector Don Ford and 

his wife Margaret, who had journeyed to 

London from their new home in Kingston. 

Over 170 guests gathered at 6:00 PM for 

a reception and then enjoyed a magnificent 

dinner from the buffet tables of hot and cold 

entrees, salads and desserts. The Chairman 

stickhandling events for the evening was the 

multi talented artist and director Kevin Bice. 

He recalled tales of his early days as a server 

for 10 years in the congregation of for Arch-

deacon Clarence Foreman, and choirmaster 

Ivor Brake reflecting that he might be the 

longest serving member of the Parish present, 

having been in the congregation for 60 years 

and a member of the senior choir since 1976. 

Entertainment following dinner was var-

ied and special. It included a sketch by Kevin 

of early days, a playlet revived from The 

Spirit of 88 (100th anniversary show) which 

told the story of the firing of long-time Rec-

tor Rev. W.J. Hill in 1910, and the resigna-

tion of young Rev C.E. Jeakins. The cast fea-

tured David Hall portraying Rev. Hill, and 

Rev. Rob Luxton portraying Rev. 

Jeakins.  Supporting cast members portraying 

the Parish Council members at that time were 

Chairman Simon Davies, and Council mem-

bers John Biehn, Bob Hayman, John Thom-

son and John Smallbridge. 

The highlight of the evening, which drew 

a standing ovation from all present, was the 

presentation by a trio of talented young par-

ish choristers, Evelyn Godwin, Mark Luxton 

and Grace Tessier, who performed a song and 

dance number “Ice Cream” from the musical 

Anne of Green Gables. The children were 

directed by Sara Hall and accompanied by 

Jenny Aylsworth. 

It was a memorable evening of conversa-

tion, laughter, and reminiscing. All present 

agreed they had been fortunate to have been 

members of this diverse, talented and spiritu-

ally uplifting congregation. 

125th Anniversary Dinner 
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The “Ice Cream” Trio 

An actor gets professional 
wardrobe assistance 

“There’s No Business Like Church Business” 

Spirit of ‘88 scene 
re-enactment 
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Below is an abridged version of the 

Homily Don Ford gave on Sunday April 

28 following the 125th anniversary party  

Good Morning! 

It is such a delight for Margaret and 

me to be with you here this morning. It’s 

good to look out this morning and see 

faces and friends—we have shared so 

much together and for that we are so very 

grateful. I wonder how many were able 

to concentrate on the readings this morn-

ing, .as our minds do wander. These sto-

ries that we have heard so many times 

have come an integral part of who we 

are. 

The words of the Gospel this morn-

ing are very important at very important 

time. Jesus says “where I am going you 

cannot come. I am asking you to Love 

one another as I have loved you”. 

In that short text this morning, .he is 

giving to his disciples the kind of minis-

try and the kind of life they were going to 

be having without him. 

It would not be easy for them living 

without him in a world of brutality and 

violence. It would be difficult,  as it is 

with us being like a candle burning to 

lighten the world around us,  and it is 

certainly like the candle burning in the 

world that we are part of, a world with 

challenges and troubles and difficulties. 

There are often challenges in differ-

ent parts of the work that face us. Nucle-

ar weaponry continues to be part of di-

plomacy in the Far East. It will involve 

the whole of God's creation. I heard this 

week the first talk of germ warfare in 

Syria—thousands and thousands of peo-

ple have been affected and there does not 

seem to be an easy answer that we can 

act on. And now we see hunger and pov-

erty again—this has been part of the 

world for centuries and generations. 

So it is up to us. But there is the 

Easter message, which is a profound 

message, “to love one another”.  It is 

constantly being told to us in liturgy—

faith and love should be working togeth-

er. 

Margaret and I are here to help cele-

brate 125 years. You are here because 

this is your parish family. You have 

shared your faith here on Sundays for 

many years, and 

you share your faith 

other times. And 

you can share the 

faith, not only by 

saying “I believe”; 

for thousands of 

people have wor-

shipped in this 

church, thousands 

of people have been here for baptism, for 

confirmation, for marriage, and for cele-

brating when persons who have been suf-

fering are no longer here but at peace 

with God. Thousands have been here that 

have been touched by the Holy Spirit Not 

only by words proclaimed, but some-

times I have seen people come before me 

with tears in their eyes, and sometimes in 

difficult situations for any reason, and 

they say  “God touched me” so that I can 

have new meaning in my life. Many peo-

ple have come in on a Sunday morning 

and they pray here and in the chapel, and 

come to the altar, thousands have been 

ministered to and fed in this place and 

been able to go out nurtured.  And if you 

talk to them say “A new commandment I 

give unto you, love one another”. 

My friends, I want to close by saying 

congratulations on 125 years of faith; to 

be part of a community, to be together 

with one another, and I congratulate you 

and I give thanks that over the 125 years,  

Margaret and I have been part of it. 

Don Ford 

Canon Don Ford, centre, with Rev. Patty and Rev. Rob 

 

Current status of Parishes in the 

Diocese of Huron without Rectors: 

As of June 2013, the following parishes 

are without rectors/incumbents:   

Parishes in progress: 

 St. John-in-the-Wilderness, Bright’s 

Grove and 

Christ Church, Camlachie 

 St. Matthew’s, Windsor 

 St. John the Evangelist, London 

 Trinity, St. Thomas 

 St. Paul’s, Stratford 

 

Parishes without Incumbents 

(they have supply, Interim or transitional 

ministry) 

 Southern Trinity Parish – 

Christ Church, Colchester and 

St. Andrew’s, Harrow  

 St. Mark-by-the-Lake, Tecumseh 

 Canon Davis Memorial, Sarnia 

 Church of the Good Shepherd, 

Woodstock and Christ Church, 

Huntingford 

 Christ Church, Meaford and 

St. James’, Fairmount 

 Grace, Brantford 

 All Saints’, London 

 St. Thomas, Dover Twp. And 

St. Paul’s, Chatham 

 Old St. Paul’s, Woodstock 

Parishes where the Incumbent 

will be leaving: 

 St. Martin-in-the-Fields, London 

(with the retirement of the Rev’d 

Canon Sid Smithson, effective July 

1, 2013) 

 St. Mark’s, Brantford (with the re-

tirement of the Ven. Jim Sutton, 

effective June 30, 2013). 

We Are Not Alone! 
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With Judy Tuck 

These are a few of the many 

wonderful donations that have been added to 

our library recently: 

 Florens Deuchler The Cloisters Apoca-

lypse: an early fourteenth century manu-

script in facsimile. 

 

This is a beautiful two-volume set. The 

first volume has the illuminated manu-

script, in facsimile, of the Apocalypse or 

Revelation to St. John. The original manu-

script was produced in France in the mid 

1300s and is on display in the Metropoli-

tan Museum of Art. The second volume 

provides commentaries on the manuscript. 

 Karen Armstrong The Great Transfor-

mation: the beginning of our religious 

traditions.            . .  

 

Karen Armstrong, a former Catholic nun, 

is a British author and highly respected 

commentator on religious affairs. Here she 

looks at what she terms the Axial Age, the 

period from 900 to 200 BCE. She propos-

es that during this period, insights arose in 

the diverse civilizations of Israel, India, 

Greece and China which “pushed forward 

the boundaries of human consciousness.” 

 Karen Armstrong A History of God: the 

4000 year quest of Judaism, Christianity, 

and Islam.                .  

 

In this book, Karen Armstrong explores 

the ways in which the concept of God 

arose among the monotheists: Jews, Chris-

tians and Muslims. 

 Francis S. Collins The Language of God: 

a scientist presents evidence for belief. 

 

Francis Collins is an American geneticist 

known for his leadership of the Genome 

Project, and a convert to Christianity. In 

this book he argues that the existence of 

God is not incompatible with scientific 

principles. 

 Walter Hooper 
Through Joy and Beyond.  
 

This is a pictorial biography of 

the life of C.S. Lewis, Christian 

writer and creator of the 

“Narnia” series. 

Library Corner 
A Report to the People of Saint 

John’s on Diocesan Synod  

 

By Bruce Tuck 

Lay Delegate to Synod 

 

“I’ve never heard so much toilet talk at 

Synod before”. This statement introduced 

Bishop Terry Dance’s humorous but inspir-

ing closing message to the 171st Synod of 

the Diocese of Huron. Terry was referring 

to the frequent mention of the need to re-

place sinks, toilets and an antiquated sewage 

system at the Huron Church Camp. The 

renovation of the camp plumbing system is 

no pipe dream, but rather an absolute neces-

sity if our camp is not to sink into oblivion 

and the camping experience for our young 

people go down the drain. But Synod was 

flushed with excitement at the prospect of 

renovating washrooms and sewage facili-

ties, and we shall need to plumb the depths 

of our spirituality to ensure that funding is 

coming down the pipeline.  

This initiative is just one of the many 

thrusts of the Renew program which was 

the main focus of Synod. There is much 

within our Diocese of Huron in need of re-

newal, and the thrust of the campaign is to 

revitalize parishes, continue and expand the 

focus on mission, concentrate on the for-

mation of Christian leadership, and plan for 

an effective use of resources. We will em-

phasize Youth Ministry and empower 

young people to play an active role in the 

Church.  

As Bishop Dance pointed out, Renew is 

more than a financial campaign. It is a mat-

ter of new initiatives, renewed faith, new 

ways to express the gospel, and a renewed 

love of Christ. Bishop Bennett stated in his 

Charge to Synod : “Renew is not an island 

unto itself ; it must be embedded within a 

movement of the Holy Spirit.” We already 

see examples of the renew concept in action 

- a community skating project run by a 

Windsor church to provide skates, exercise 

and fellowship for the underprivileged, a 

Spanish speaking congregation established 

at a Forest Hill church, a store-front church 

in Chesley, church-run food banks, etc., etc.  

Bishop Bennett also proposed a Year of 

Revival in the Diocese starting in Advent of 

this year, and featuring special services, 

prayer, study, disciple-making, outreach 

projects, justice-making, creation-care, etc. 

We will be hearing much more about the 

Renew program in the weeks and months to 

come.  

A highlight of this year’s Synod was the 

visit of Bishop Sitembele Mazamane and his 

wife Tobeka of the Diocese of Mthatha in 

the Republic of South Africa. We have been 

twinned with the Diocese of Mthatha for the 

past ten years. That process is now conclud-

ed, but friendships with our African brothers 

and sisters will endure. Bishop Mazamane is 

a delightful man of God and honored us 

with his presence and participation in this 

year’s Synod.  

There was a celebration of the 150th 

Anniversary of Huron University College 

with an interesting presentation by the Prin-

cipal, our own Doctor Stephen McClatchie .  

An inspiring message on the importance 

of hope and our power to deal with adversi-

ty and effect change was delivered by Molly 

Burke, an amazing young woman struck by 

blindness, but who emerged from despair 

with renewed hope and courage  

There were the usual reports and mo-

tions, hymn singing, Bible study, displays 

and fellowship. In this time of shrinking 

congregations it was inspiring to meet with 

hundreds of fellow Anglicans, enthusiastic 

and hard at work within our Diocese  

There is much more to tell of Synod - 

too much to relate here. Details will be 

available in the Popular Report on the Dioc-

esan website (www.diohuron.org) and I en-

courage you to visit the site at your conven-

ience. Also, your 3 Lay Delegates, Grace 

Sandor, Pamela Rudd and Bruce Tuck, 

would be glad to answer (or make an at-

tempt thereat) any questions you may have.  

In conclusion, Bishop Bennett, in his 

Charge, (nothing to do with the Light Bri-

gade although, come to think of it, there 

were Canons to the right of him and Canons 

to the left), compared life to a banquet, to 

which all are invited by our Lord Jesus 

Christ. The Bishop quoted a line from the 

movie Auntie Mame (which I’m sure we are 

all too young to remember) - “Yes, live! 

Life’s a banquet and most poor suckers are 

starving to death.” As Christians, we have 

our Lord to allow us to avoid spiritual star-

vation. Jesus provides us with the oppor-

tunity to partake in the banquet and live life 

fully. To take full benefit of the opportunity, 

we should renew our lives and our church.  

Thank you for the opportunity to attend 

Synod as your delegate.  

Yours in Christ,  

D. Bruce Tuck. 

Plumbing the Depths 
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The Men of the Parish 

Act Out—Finally 
 

Reviewer: Cory Davies 

Not to be outdone by the women in 

Bible Ladies Coffee Club May 2009, 
men of the parish hit the boards on 
May 23 and 24 at St. John’s to warm 

acclaim from large audiences. The men 

drank booze at The Last Inn in heaven-- 

waiting four years at least improved the 

beverages consumed on stage: the wom-

en had to be content with coffee! While 

drinking and debating, seven male char-

acters of secondary significance in Bibli-

cal and Apocryphal texts reviewed their 

lives, and renewed their long-held be-

liefs. Leaving us at the end of the play 

with more knowledge about and empa-

thy for these guys, they also left them-

selves and us with “conundrums to pon-

der.”  

Genesis of this Play 

The men of St. John’s argued that 

they deserved equal opportunity in the 

dramatic life of the parish. So John 

Smallbridge began to work on Second 

Stringers’ about two and a half years 

ago. Approached by the 125th Anniver-

sary Committee last year, John commit-

ted to finishing and staging the play. He 

dedicated the play to Nancy Bell, a chair 

of the Committee, “without whose deter-

mination and energy it would never have 

been.” Call Nancy a believer and the 

person in charge of casting. The books 

which inspired John in his script are the 

ones mentioned in the play and physical-

ly present on stage: The New Jerusalem 

Bible, The Apocrypha, Torah, Qu-ran, 

Elaine Pagel’s Beyond Belief: The Se-

cret Gospel of Thomas, C.S. Lewis’ The 

Four Loves. 

The Production 

In March, rehearsals began for the 

play with several of the cast claiming no 

acting experience and some trepidation. 

Look what happened as a result of hard 

work, excellent direction, self-help ses-

sions, voice production sessions, 

memory exercises(!), camaraderie, and 

commitment. The audience laughed, 

learned (A LOT), thought hard theologi-

cally and celebrated as seven fine actors 

brought to life seven “second stringers”: 

Theo the Inn/Pub Keeper (John Krisak); 

Aaron the self-assured brother of Moses 

(Jim Hartley); Joseph, of Joseph and 

Mary, the compassionate “Mr. Diffi-

dence” (Roger Blake); Barnabas, of Paul 

and Barnabus, the “Encourager” and 

missionary (Rob Luxton); Tobias the 

likable young innocent from The Book 

of Tobit (Peter Godwin); Thomas the 
truth seeker and not really the 

“Doubter” (Alvin Reimer) from The Se-

cret Gospel of Thomas ; Jonathan the 

charismatic, up-to-date stimulator of 

thought and spokesman of the final cen-

tral theme of the play (Simon Davies). 

Barnabus apologizes to Tobias near the 

end of the play for the contentious and 

even vehement nature of the debates 

during the club meetings: “members 

come ready to play-act. By dramatic 

means, we probe into what has always 

been accepted as, let’s say ‘the Gospel 

Truth.’” 

And we probe topics “that get us 

thinking” along with these six who enter 

in pairs until the stage fills up and the 

conversation heats up with Theo as “go-

between” and commentator. Enter Jona-

than as the seventh: “Hi guys!... Sorry, 

I’m late…dinner with David and his 

family.” Laughter all round as there was 

when Joseph and Aaron arrived by bus 

from The Rock of Ages Retirement 

Home, bumptious Barnabus kept inter-

vening and quoting scripture, and 

Google gets mentioned as a Biblical aid. 

Biographies of these men from the 

Bible and the Apocrypha develop as 

characters examine themselves and their 

place in history. Their dialogue chal-

lenges the audience to think about social 

equality, mysteries and miracles, Jesus’ 

humanity and divinity, the way to God, 

and the nature of human and divine love. 

Smallbridge’s script does not shy away 

from theological complexities, especial-

ly those posed by the Gospel of John. It 

is Thomas who takes on John—

relentlessly.  

(Continued on page 13) 

The Second Stringers’ Social Club 
As a continuation of our 125th Anniver-

sary Celebrations, the evenings of May 

23 and 24 in our church saw two pro-

ductions of a remarkable original dra-

ma, written by John Smallbridge, and 

produced and performed by members of 

the St. John’s congregation. It was an 

outstanding success with large audienc-

es each night. 
Pub Owner 

(John Krisak) Joseph (Roger Blake) Tobias (Peter Godwin) 

Barnabas (Rob Luxton) 
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Finally, conversing about the relationship between 

Jonathan and David leads to Jonathan’s summary of their 

love as “a spiritual covenant” and God’s love as “all em-

bracing” and all sacrificing. Jonathan concludes, “God’s 

love must surely include the love of a man for a man, and 

woman for a woman.” Aaron and Jacob interject to say 

“Conundrums….to ponder.” The final conundrum to ponder 

says Jonathan involves God as all-forgiving. “Is there any 

soul outside his love, or beyond his forgiveness…even Ju-

das Iscariot?” Theology rooted in history for modern times. 

Our thanks go not only to the author/director and actors 

but also to the supporting crew of 24 (too numerous to 

name). However, we should acknowledge Kevin Bice (Set 

Design) whose copy of D.G. Rosetti’s The Blessed Damo-

zel hanging around the Bar found a new home the next Sun-

day after its presentation to John and Gayle. 

A Series???? 

Four years after Bible Ladies’, John Smallbridge et al. 
have given us the sequel. How about a series now, John?! 

What about Bible Women and 

Men continuing their conversa-

tions, conundrums, and friend-

ships in a wine bar in Heaven? 

Or at a camp ground?  You 

have shown us that the dra-

matic possibilities are endless 

as long as we keep our minds 

and souls open to new possibil-

ities and difficult questions.  

P.S.—Look for Michael Hay-

man’s DVD. Coming to an out-

let near you!!!!! 

John Smallbridge  

(Playwright/Director) 

In a brief interview 

with John, he advised that 

he had been working on 

this play for 2 years and 

over this period he had  

built up two binders of research material 

to assist him in the writing. Glancing 

through them, one 

notices many 

Wikepedia items retrieved from a  

Google search which, John acknowl-

edged, was an amazing research source 

developed over the last 10 years. He 

wished that facility had been available 

during his many years of teaching at the 

High School and University level. His 

depth of religious knowledge began in 

his early days as a young parishioner at 

St. Timothy’s Anglican church in Toron-

to and continued through his University 

life at Trinity College, Toronto. Early in 

the process, he decided the play would 

have 3 characters from the Old Testa-

ment (Aaron, Tobias, and Jonathan) and 

3 from the New Testament (Joseph, 

Thomas and Barnabas). 

He acknowledged that working on 

(Continued on page 14) 

 

Jonathan (Simon Davies) 

Thomas, left (Alvin Reimer), and Aaron (Jim Hartley) 

Comments from the Playwright and Cast 

 Editors’ Note :DVDs of this production are now available! 

Pick one up for just $20 from Kate in the office, or by contacting 

michael@hayman.net. All net proceeds go to the Church. 

 

Cast and Directors 
From left: Back Row—Peter Godwin (Tobias), John Krisak (Inn Owner), 
Alvin Reimer, (Thomas),  Simon Davies (Jonathan), John Smallbridge 
(Director / Playwright), Mike Calhoun (Assistant Director). 

Front Row: Rob Luxton, Jim Hartley, Roger Blake 

 
 

mailto:michael@hayman.net
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this project with the talented congrega-

tional actors who stepped forward for 

auditioning, was one of the most satisfy-

ing experiences of his life! 

 

Comments from the Cast 
 

Roger Blake (Joseph) 

I have never acted in a 

play ever, so I was some 

what apprehensive. How-

ever, it was a very enjoya-

ble experience. I got to 

know all the players and 

support crew in a very personal way. 

What a great bunch of people!!! 

Working with everyone was my 

most enjoyable aspect. My custom came 

from a shopping trip to Talize with 

Cathy. Sheila did a great job putting on 

my make up and beard - that was a new 

experience - WOW !! 

I am now looking forward to more 

activity as a “thespian” — we'll see??? 

Had The Best Time. 

Rob Luxton (Barnabas) 

For my role in the 

Second  Stringers the most 

difficult challenge after 

learning all the lines was 

trying to find my cues for 

“jumping in” with my lines. My charac-

ter Barnabas did not have a lot of direct 

conversation with the other characters 

and John Smallbridge wanted me to 

jump in for my lines. Gerry Fenwick was 

a great help as prompter.  

The most rewarding part of the play 

was working with the people in the play 

and having a lot of laughs with them. 

John Smallbridge, Michael Calhoun, and 

Gerry Fenwick were really supportive 

and encouraging. It was a great feeling 

when we started to practice mostly with-

out the scripts and you could see how the 

play was coming together and how we 

were working with one another and en-

couraging one another. Also on the 

nights of the performance hearing the 

audience's response was great.  

John Smallbridge provided the white 

“nightshirt”, I wore as well as the cross I 

wore. The cross was made up of nails. 

The headpiece was created by Sheila 

Harris. The vest I wore came from our 

Sunday School Costumes. John wanted 

me to carry a bible as I was often quoting 

from it. We decided that I would go 

barefoot to fit in with the quote from the 

play that Barnabas sold all that he had 

and gave the proceeds to the early church 

at Jerusalem. (Acts 4:36). 

Simon Davies 

(Jonathan) 

I have a direct pipe-

line to the reviewer. I 

shall complain to her that 

the lines were difficult to 

drive into my small brain. Someone I 

know and love complained about the 

frequent rehearsals, but they were both 

self-inflicted. We all felt we needed a lot 

of help and repetitioning. There was so 

much to learn and remember in the right 

sequence. Costume i had was particular-

ly  splendid and belonged to the Author/

Creator. the headdress was courtesy of 

Sheila, who purloined it for  few days 

from her husband. 

 

John Krisak 

(Inn/Pub Owner) 

I enjoyed working with 

John Smallbridge as a Di-

rector 

 

Alvin Reimer (Thomas)  

The most difficult 

part definitely was to learn 

and memorize, as John put 

it, “difficult concepts in 

rather difficult words”. 

That was a huge challenge and also very 

worthwhile. The other challenge was to 

portray the role, not as only I saw it, but 

as John envisioned it. The rewarding part 

was John’s encouragement and steady, 

positive criticism of what we were doing. 

Aside from that, it was very rewarding to 

work together with six fabulous and tal-

ented men and to grow together with 

them in the various assigned roles in or-

der to make the play relevant.  

My costume, the “Kurta” was a gift 

from Matthew which he brought home 

after his stay in Bangalore, India. John 

wanted an Indian-looking outfit as 

“Thomas” had travelled to India. Thus 

the gift was perfect for the part. The tur-

ban, so skillfully crafted, was made by 

our talented and caring make-up artist, 

Sheila Harris. 

Peter Godwin (Tobias) 

Most difficult: memo-

rizing lines, memorizing 

when to say lines, know-

ing how to say lines, 

learning where on stage to 

be when and how to walk there. 

Most rewarding: learning how to do 

above from John Smallbridge and realiz-

ing that I knew as little as most of the 

other actors. 

Rob had my costume in the church 

basement, and John supplied the pyjama 

trousers and used spray-on tan for my 

feet. 

Jim Hartley (Aaron) 

Geez! One play in 

fifty years, and the press 

won’t leave me alone! 

(Thank you, Banner). 

Aaron’s rod provid-

ed some excitement. Having found a ter-

rific-looking tree limb -- tall, thick and 

vaguely snakelike -- washed up on the 

beach, I joyfully salvaged it and painted 

it gold. It dazzled the guys at rehearsal, 

and I was feeling quite smug about it -- 

until the moment came for Aaron to cast 

down his rod. Apparently the lake water 

hadn’t done it much good, because each 

time it was hurled, chunks explosively 

fractured away from it, to the point of 

excessive diminuation (and much laugh-

ter). So, what the audience eventually 

saw was a much slimmer but more dura-

ble rod, graciously provided by Mark 

and Rob Luxton. The rest of my props/

costuming came courtesy of the director, 

most notably my headgear, regally com-

posed by John from one of Gayle’s hats. 

The entire experience was thorough-

ly enjoyable. Short term gratification 

was provided by the performances, long 

term by the great camaraderie that devel-

oped among cast and crew. I have got to 

know some of my fellow parishioners 

better, and that has been all to the good. 
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Homily 

Rt. Rev. Clarence Mitchell 

To begin: I thought I would give you a 

short account of my connection with this 

wonderful church. It began with my arriving 

in London early in September 1949. I was 

about to begin my first year in training for 

ministry at Huron College. I learned in the 

first couple of days that all students in first 

and second year would be assigned to a Lon-

don Parish Church—the aim of such a move 

was toward the training  of theological stu-

dents in Sunday School work. 

The Rector of St. John’s was Archdea-

con Clarence Foremen and the Organist was 

Mr. Ivor Brake. At this time, I don’t know 

why, I was delighted 

and relieved. ending  

up as a member of the 

St. John’s Choir instead of the Sunday 

School. Things caught up with me and I 

spent second, third and fourth years working 

in the Sunday school. I enjoyed singing and 

had a fair amount of choral singing prior to 

arriving at St. John’s, .so I give thanks to this 

parish for your long ago hospitality and sup-

port. 

I graduated in 1954 and was ordained in 

the Diocese of Niagara, began ministry as 

Curate in Holy Trinity Welland, was Rector 

of churches in Port Dalhousie, Burlington, 

Hamilton and Guelph. My last ministry con-

sisted of ten and one half years of Episcopal 

Ministry in Niagara Diocese and I loved it 

all! 36 and ½ years! 

But: Ministry today is very different. 

When I started everything was in growth 

mode. Church services were well attended, 

new churches were being built in new areas. 

This pattern continued until the mid 

60‘s.There was a “no growth” for few years 

and then the decline in  general set in and, 

with few exceptions, the decline continues. 

I believe it is important to know that 

there are many reasons for this situation. 

There are sociological reasons, cultural rea-

sons. Eg.: Sunday in many families does not 

mean  today what Sundays were like years 

ago. In many homes Sunday is for Family 

not necessarily Church. And of course, as 

one might expect, there are reasons of belief 

and faith. i.e. Theological reasons for the  

indifference to church. 

And if I might add, a kind of casual 

meaningless attitude takes over. Karen Arm-

strong gives this example in a recent book of 

hers, “The Case For God” and I quote: “We 

regularly ask for God to bless our nation, 

save our Queen, cure our sickness, or give us 

a fine day for the parish picnic”! 

But: Is that all that God is or does? i.e. 

look after the gaps in our personal lives? 

—is God not the ground of all being? 

—is God not the creator of the Universe 

—is Jesus not God incarnate, and by exten-

sion God incarnate in all of us? 

Does not all this mean to us, a great, 

great deal and deserve much more attention 

than just the uttering of these words? 

How do  we become conscious of the 

meaning and implication of these words, for 

us in this world which is our home and which 

is our God given privilege for living in? 

To deal with these, I’m going to call on 

four points in our history of faith religious 

history: 

1. God’s call to Abraham: God says: 

“Abraham get your  family together, leave 

us and go!” Abraham: “Go where Lord?”  

God: “Just go! I will  be your God, you 

will be my people”! Abraham obeyed. 

 

The important thing in this God/Abraham 

understanding was the introduction of 

Monotheism- ie: There is one  God, and 

that also meant the beginning of a God/

Human relationship rather than  the wor-

ship of many Gods who never seem  to be 

appeased! 

2. The giving to God’s people of the law by 

Moses at Mount Sinai. Ten very important 

ideas that resulted in the  possibility of 

living together in a single civil society... 

outlining ten ideas (we call them  com-

mandments) that spelled out literally  how 

to live with God  and with each other...like 

the one God idea, this resulted in a remark-

able effect because many  civilizations 

since can trace some of their traditions 

back to Sinai. 

3. It is very broad pivot. It goes on for 

years.it is the time of the prophets. I 

have chosen just three prophecies as 

examples. 

(a)  The promise of a special birth who 

will become God person in the world’2. 

The vision of the “ peaceable kingdom: 

Here is a quote from Isaiah 2:4 

``He shall judge between many peoples 

and shall judge between  many nations, 

and shall decide for strong nations, and 

they shall beat their  swords into plow-

shares” and their  spears into pruning  

hooks. Nation shall not lift up against 

nation, neither shall they learn  war 

anymore!” 

(b) The general prophecies for building 

and maintaining civilizations. Many 

ideas are offered of such depth of 

meaning that are astounding, consider-

ing the time of their writing. 

4. Has to be the emergence of Jesus Christ 

into both general and religious history. 

His life and death have had a tremen-

dous and profound  affect on civiliza-

tion. At the same time he has often (too 

often) been misunderstood, even ignored 

(Continued on page 17) 

125th Anniversary Guests Welcomed 

As part of our continuing 125th Anniversary 

Celebrations, on May 12th at our morning 

service, the Parish welcomed two Priests 

who previously had served in our Parish as 

students before their ordination. Rt. Rev 

Clarence Mitchell delivered a very thought-

ful Homily, and Rev. Bill White was the 

celebrant for the service. Following the ser-

vice they were both recognized in the 

church, with an honorarium gift and joined 

in the coffee hour in the Parish Hall. 

 

Rt. Rev Clarence outlines in his homily his 

involvement with our church during of his 

stay at St. John’s 1951-1954. He retired in 

1990 from his post as a Bishop of Niagara, 

in and is currently living in Simcoe, Ontario. 

 

Rev. Bill White, following his retirement as 

a principal in the public school system, en-

rolled in the M. Div. program at Huron Uni-

versity College, and served as a student in 

our parish for two years. He was ordained in 

2008. 

 

Bill’s first Parish was 3 points: Christ 

Church, Oxford Centre, St. John’s East-

wood, and St. Paul’ s Princeton. His new 

parish is Trinity, Lambeth. 

Rev. Patty Dobbs Luxton, Rt. Rev. Clarence 
Mitchell, Rev. Bill White, Rev. Rob Luxton 

The important thing in this God /

Abraham understanding was the 

introduction of Monotheism 
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John Shelby 

Spong (b. 1931) is 

a retired Bishop of 

the US Episcopal 

Church. He served 

in this capacity for 

26 years as Bishop 

of Newark in New 

Jersey. He is a pro-

lific writer having published many books 

several of which are in our library here at 

St. John’s (see below). 

He also writes a regular weekly col-

umn, in which he comments on not only 

religious and church topics, but contem-

porary issues both within the USA and 

the World. He writings stir up both ap-

plause and controversy. He has appeared 

in London, Ontario giving lectures at 

First St. Andrews Church (see reviews in 

previous Banner issues of Dec 2004 and 

Dec 2011). 

His views have been witnessed here 

via the DVD appearances he has made in 

several of the “Living the Questions“ 

videos that we have studied during Lent 

over the last two years. His progressive 

views have generated a large following 

of admirers, as well turning off some 

who feel his theology is undermining our 

traditional and historical liturgy and bib-

lical teachings. 

The Banner invited comments from 

some of our congregation in an attempt to 

stir interest in this upcoming event. Some 

of their remarks are shown below. Our 

125th Committee is to be congratulated 

bringing such a topical Christian scholar 

into our Parish. In this unsettling period 

of our Christian journey, all are encour-

aged to come and make their own assess-

ment of his views. 

Printed below are excerpts from a 

recent column that he wrote describing 

an introduction he gave at a conference in 

St Peter’s Church Morristown, New Jer-

sey in April of this year. 

Christianity is a faith system whose 

scriptures are the product of the first cen-

tury, which inevitably means that those 

scriptures reflect the world view of first 

century men and women. These scrip-

tures assume that epilepsy, mental illness 

and muteness result from demon posses-

sion. They assume that sickness is a man-

ifestation of divine punishment. They as-

sume that God is a supernatural being, 

who lives somewhere external to the 

planet earth and that this God invades 

human history periodically in supernatu-

ral, miraculous ways to accomplish the 

divine purpose. These scriptures also 

assume that whatever could not be ex-

plained within the first century frame of 

reference must be regarded as a miracle.  

This of course means that people to-

day, who want to literalize the scriptures 

as the ‘inerrant’ words of God, inevitably 

literalize a world view and a series of 

assumptions that no modern, educated 

person could possibly believe. 

I then noted that the creeds of Chris-

tianity are products of the 4th century 

and refer to a 4th century view of the 

world. One clear creedal assumption is 

that the earth is the center of a three-

tiered universe, with hell being beneath 

the earth and heaven being above the 

sky. The creeds also assume the literal 

and biological accuracy of what came to 

be called the Virgin Birth in which Jesus 

is conceived by the operation of the Holy 

Spirit. This idea is of special interest be-

cause one of the earliest forms of the 

Christian creed came to be called “The 

Apostles’ Creed” suggesting that it in 

fact reflects the beliefs of the apostles 

themselves. 

The fact is that neither Paul, the first 

writer of the New Testament (51-64 CE), 

nor Mark, the author of the first of the 

gospels to be written (ca.72 CE), ever 

mentions the Virgin Birth of Jesus. Paul 

says simply that Jesus was “born of a 

woman, like every other human being 

and “born under the law  like every other 

Jew. 

Mark portrays Jesus as a perfectly 

normal adult human being, who comes to 

be baptized in the River Jordan by John 

the Baptist at which time the Holy Spirit 

falls on him and he becomes a “God in-

fused human life”. The first narrative of 

a miraculous or Virgin Birth for Jesus 

does not enter the Christian tradition 

until the 9th decade of the Common Era 

in the writings of Matthew, who wrote 

long after most, if not all, of the apostles 

had died. 

A second and very contradictory ver-

sion of the story of Jesus’ virgin birth is 

then added to the developing tradition by 

Luke about a decade after Matthew. The 

virgin birth story assumes that the wom-

an is not a genetic contributor to any new 

life, for the idea that a woman had an 

egg cell was not discovered until the ear-

ly years of the 18th century! 

Most of the liturgical forms still used 

to some degree in all Christian churches 

are the product of the 13th century. This 

means that we are still forced to make 

13th century assumptions if we want to 

continue to worship God in the 21st cen-

tury. The all-seeing God who plays the 

role of a judge is certainly apparent 

when we pray, “Almighty God unto 

whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known and from whom no secrets are 

hid.” In our post-Darwinian world, how-

ever, there is no original perfection. 

There is, rather, an ongoing and ever-

evolving process carried out over billions 

of years from single cell life to the com-

plex self-conscious creatures that we are 

today. 

21st century Christianity is thus wed-

ded to the world view of its 1st century 

scriptures, its 4th century creeds and its 

13th century liturgies. 

Consequently Christianity presents 

itself to potential modern believers en-

cased in a series of doctrinal and liturgi-

cal forms, undergirded by a theological 

point of view that communicates almost 

nothing to those people who gather in 

church to worship. Why is there any sur-

(Continued on page 17) 

Bishop Spong is Coming to St. John’s 

Bishop John Shelby Spong 

Bishop John Spong Lecture 

“Revisioning Christianity 

for the 21st Century” 

Wednesday September 25, 

2013 at 7:30 PM. 

Tickets— $20 

Available in Church Office. 
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by many including Christians 

A comment on each of these pivots: 

(a) Remember that there are multitudes of 

religions in the world. But there are only 

three “One God” ones… Jews, Chris-

tians and Muslims, and Yahwey, God 

and Allah is that one. Unfortunately, 

there also is an incredible amount of 

baggage carried by all three. It won’t be 

easy, but I would like to think that, at 

least by the end of this century, we will 

not still be killing each other. Can you 

visualize the beginning of good will 

between them? It would be a good start. 

(b) The Ten Commandments and aftermath 

of them in history have had without our 

consciousness of them, deep roots in 

world wide societies. Standards of be-

lieving, a continuation of fellowship, 

safety, civility, all these and more had 

their genesis at Mt. Sinai. 

(c) There is always a need in life that values 

we cherish are worthy of our thanks and 

continued interest. 

I’m going to sneak in an issue I think 

might be something the tenth commandment 

might address. A few months ago a newspa-

per listed some salaries people were current-

ly receiving. In one of our larger cities, one 

of the hospital CEO’s received a salary of 

over seven hundred thousand, plus perks, for 

the current year. 

 

 

Now, My Rant 

(a) No one individual is worth that amount 

of money. 

(b) That same person at the same time could 

be standing in the way of hiring several 

people who need jobs. I think there is a 

matter of morality here. If I am wrong, 

I’ll apologize. 

(c) Neither shall they learn war any more, 

just an issue for your consideration. .  

 

World War 2 was a war in which Hitler 

and Nazism had to be stopped. Now can 

any of you tell me of any other war 

fought in modern times that was neces-

sary. Certainly not WW 1. It was an ab-

solute disaster costing Canada 60,000 

dead young men, and featuring a lot of 

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 18) 

Clarence Mitchell 

prise that the number of worshipers is in 

steep decline?. So from this perspective 

the church’s invitation is to “believe this 

or leave.” Those who elect this second 

option today are legion! People are 

abandoning “institutional religion” in 

droves. The Church Alumni Association 

is now the fastest growing organization 

in the Christian West. 

We seem to be gridlocked between 

both a religious and political past that 

some want to impose on all and a reli-

gionless future the nature of which no 

one finally understands. 

When invited by the Banner to com-

ment on this upcoming event, some pa-

rishioners responded; 

JohnThompson 

I hope that Bishop Spong goes a lot 

deeper in his presentation to us, because 

this excerpt sounds like it was written 

decades ago for an audience that no long-

er exists. Who questions that the Bible 

was written by humans, like us, attempt-

ing to understand through the blinders of 

an ancient system of understanding the 

origins of the cosmos and the causes of 

disease and illness? Who now believes in 

original sin or the virgin birth? Who be-

lieves that God allowed his son to be cru-

cified to atone for the sins of humanity? 

Spong says that the church is being 

abandoned by people because they cannot 

subscribe to these ancient views or be-

cause the liturgy turns them off. I would 

say that they are leaving because of fail-

ure to see -- or have shown to them -- the 

relevance of the life and works of Christ 

to the world in which they live. They fail 

to understand that religion -- and for us 

that is Christianity -- is capable of giving 

meaning to their lives, that God is a lov-

ing God who wants justice for all man-

kind -- and that they can play a part in 

that. 

Steve McClatchie 

There is much of Spong that I like, 

but there is also a great deal that I find 

problematic, if not heretical. I am sure 

that I am not alone in this view at St. 

John's. Many priests and theologians--

including, I am fairly certain, many that 

we have at Huron--disagree with him on 

fundamental matters, such as his attacks 

on some of the essential tenets of Chris-

tian doctrine (not just the Virgin Birth, 

which I happen to believe by the way). 

Even I know that his un-nuanced claims 

about the liturgy deriving from the 13th 

century are simply wrong (read Gregory 

Dix’s book The Shape of the Liturgy to 

see what I mean). I could go on. 

 

Margaret Kobes 

I don’t find John Spong helpful in my 

spiritual life as do some. I think I have 

fully read all his books and own a good 

selection, and have heard him lecture in 

person. There is no doubt that he is con-

troversial, attracting many people. His 

books and lectures I find are very repeti-

tious. He lacks any sense of humility—

presenting his material as though no other 

person has ever thought as he does. His 

thoughts and writings as secular human-

ism, not Christianity. To me, secular hu-

manism receives a failing grade as a 

“Way of Life.” I prefer the rigorous and 

careful writing of someone like the Rev. 

John Polkinghorne, particle physicist and 

ordained priest, who has not abandoned 

Christianity in the name of “Progressive 

Christianity.” 

 

Editor’s note: 

Several others have commented more 

positively on Bishop Spong’s views, and 

are looking forward to his visit. Parish-

ioners are encouraged to come to this 

lecture, listen, and then form their own 

opinions. 

(Continued from page 16) 

 The Sins of Scripture (2005) 

 Liberating the Gospels (1996) 

 A new Christianity for a New 

World (2002) 

 This Hebrew Lord (1974) 

 Jesus for the Non-religious (2007) 

Books By Bishop Spong 
in the St. John’s Library 
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Declining church attendance is widely 

recognized. Is the language of our Liturgy and 

our Creeds out of date? Do we need a Creed? 

Some sources identifying the challenge: 

 

1. The Diocese of Huron Long 

Term Strategic Plan 

(produced in 2010) 

 

Appendix A: Demographics 

“Over the last 15 years population within 

the Diocese has increased 14% to 2.2 mil-

lion, at the same time Sunday attendance 

has declined approximately 35% from 1980 

level of 20,600 to 13,500 in 2007. 

 

Appendix D: Weaknesses 

Resistance to change, (nostalgia/fear/

tradition), change is difficult. Liturgy is dat-

ed, and not relevant for many (BCP,BAS) 

 

2. John Spong suggests that a 21st century 

Christianity that is wedded to 4th century 

Creeds that present a theological point of view 

based on assumptions of a “three-tiered uni-

verse and long abandoned biological assump-

tions” which become literalized, making them 

nonsensical in the modern world that com-

municates almost nothing to the people who 

gather in church to worship. 

 

3. Rt. Rev Clarence Mitchell 
There are theological reasons for seeming in-

difference to church 

 

4.Tom Harpur says creeds aren’t im-

portant and do not define a Christian (see LFP 

column May 17/13). Here is what he says 

does: 

 

Love God; love your neighbour as yourself. 

In the end, that’s real Christianity. 

 

5. Should we be considering 

a new Creed? 
Printed here below are two “newer” Creeds 

 

(a) St. John the Evangelist First Communion 

Class of 2012: Their understanding of a 

Creed: 

 

I believe in God. 

He made everything on Earth and in the Out-

er Space. 

I believe in Jesus. He is God’s Son. Jesus is 

like a big brother who helped many people 

and continues to teach us how to help others. 

He was patient and thoughtful to all around 

him. 

Jesus was born a very long time ago on Earth 

to the Virgin Mary. 

I believe that Jesus was put to death on a 

cross by Pontius Pilate. 

Although he was dead, on Easter he came to 

life again. 

He went to heaven where he now lives with 

God his Father. 

He will come back to Earth to watch over all 

of us both the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit. 

I believe in the Holy Church. I have faith in 

all good people. 

I believe the Holy Spirit gives us strength and 

helps us to forgive others. 

I believe we will live forever with God after 

our death. 

Amen. 

(b) Creed developed by the National Confer-

ence of the United Church of Canada in 

1967 . 

(This creed was introduced to St. John’s con-

gregation and Banner readers by Rev. Doug 

Mackenzie in the May 2011 issue). 

We are not alone 

We live in God’s world  

 who has created and is creating 

 who has come in Jesus 

The word made flesh 

to reconcile and make new 

who works in us and others 

 by the Spirit 

We trust in God 

We are called to be the church 

to celebrate God’s presence 

 to live with respect in creation 

 to love and serve others 

 to seek justice and resist evil 

 to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen 

 our judge and our hope 

 In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

 

God is with us. We are not alone 

Thanks be to God. 

Liturgy and Creeds 

world power seekers 

and incompetent Generals. War is an abso-

lutely destructive way to settle matters 

between nations and within nations. The 

world will have to learn the obvious truth. 

War is a non- solution and always will be.  

Jews, Christians and Muslims will have to 

learn ..Peace not War 

(d) Jesus was Jewish...never anything  other 

than Jewish. He was also a man of peace 

and love and compassion and community 

and civility and maybe most of all freedom 

because to have freedom...true free-

dom...we must have all these virtues im-

planted 

Time after time we learn in scripture that 

Jesus had an agenda that differed greatly from 

what was politically  correct. He introduced 
people to new possibilities Peace and love and 

creativity instead of hatred and death and de-

struction...sharing instead of amass-

ing....community instead of isolation. We hu-

mans have followed a rocky road in our histo-

ry...from Gods and Goddess cults to todays 

insecurities . 

However, it need not always be so! 

I believe that I am still optimistic enough, 

and so are  you I am sure, to maintain our faith 

in the future. I know the future will be fearful at 

times,  like  countless people before us chal-

lenging a stubborn status quo. In order to ex-

press a better way in living and loving and ful-
filling our destiny as people of the way, change  

doesn’t happen overnight, but it will happen. 

Jesus will continue to inspire his  disciples 

(us) to recognize that HE is the way, HE is the 

truth. He is the life. 

God bless you all. 

(Continued from page 17) Clarence Mitchell 
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By John Thompson 

We received a letter of thanks 

from Pamela MacKay, Arja Vainio-Mattila, and 

Chantal Phillips of Huron University College’s Tan-

zania Project.  Earlier this year they had approached 

us to support the Ekenua Women’s Group in the pur-

chase of a village maize mill. As a result, the $2000 

needed was raised from a variety of St. John’s 

sources – the Outreach Committee, St. John’s Wom-

en, and individual gifts. 

The mill will not only enable these villagers to 

eliminate the long hike and the expense involved in 

buying maize, it will allow them to become entrepre-

neurs themselves and ‘plow back’ the profits into the 

community. 

We also raised $525 at an Outreach brunch for 

the same Tanzanian project, the money going to the 

Bagamoyo community public library – for books, 

arts and crafts supplies, toys, music, and videos, as 

well as an ‘open house’ to promote community use 

of these resources. 

Our annual Yard and Book sale, thanks to Susan 

Blocker, Yvonne Collyer, and dozens of volunteers, 

realized just under $2000. $1500 of this will go to 

support attendance at the Huron Church Camp of two 

young people from the Oneida/Muncey community, 

as well as one from St. John’s. Another $500 will go 

to the South African Literacy Project organized by 

the Grand Bend Rotary Club – they are shipping to 

poor South African communities, on a regular basis, 

containers filled with used schoolroom furnishing, 

books – and our bed mats! The containers, once there 

and emptied, are converted to a variety of uses. 

The food bags collected in our Spring Food 

Drive – some 40 or so – will be going to the Oneida/

Muncey Food Bank.  

The good work we are doing with our Saturday 

night Hospitality meal has been recently recognized 

by a variety of organizations. These include the 

Southern Ontario Street Rods ($750), the Diocese of 

Huron annual golf tournament ($750), and the Lon-

don Lawyers Feed The Hungry group ($1956.96). 

Thanks to Paul Berthelet’s help, we received $5000 

from Lutheran Social Services (London). Finally, 

the meal teams themselves have gone the extra mile 

to help meet our $20,000 annual budget -- St. 

George’s Anglican Church in Ilderton gave us $500 

– in addition to raising well over $1000 in our annu-

al 5K, and St. Jude’s – equally effective in obtaining 

5K pledges – also donated some $1200. 

We are now gearing up for the major fund-

raiser of our year – the St. John’s 5K Run/Walk. 

Mark October 20th (the first Sunday after Thanksgiv-

ing) in your calendars, and be prepared to join as a 

participant or a volunteer –and be prepared to have a 

good time! 

From The 

Outreach Committee 
Saturday Night Dinner Program—An Update 

This program continued throughout the past winter and spring months every week 

with the support of Teams from the parish and continued support from the large number 

groups beyond our congregation. A summary the past four months activities is shown be-

low: 

Date  Team Volunteers Guests Comments 

May 25 Pat Ferguson (7) 13 149 ran out coleslaw  

May 18 Davies/Calhoun (1) 16 180 used up casseroles 

May 11 Grace and St. George’s (2) 17 150 

May 4 Chris Sawruk (1) 14 125 rave over dinner 
 

April 27 David Wighton (1) 17 162 no seconds on meat 

 (formerly Jan Devereuex  

 and Nancy Bol)  
 

April 20 Good Shepherd Lutheran 8  (no count recorded) 

 Youth Group-Young at Heart  
 

April 13 Fellows/Crowley (4) 13 155 Great meal! 

April 6 London Pilgrims (5) 19 127 Great meal 
 

March 30 Pat Ferguson (7) 25 108 They loved the meal! 

 David Wilson-Hodge   low on butter 
 

March 23 Dave and Sue Hilton (6) 17 179 Guest were appreciative 

 David Little 
 

March 16 Registered Nurses Assoc. 19 140 Team was inexperienced 

 Ontario—Glen Hayward   Rob helped became a 

    well-oiled team! 
 

March 9 Brad and Michael Polley 20 153 No milk 

March 2 Kevin and Daphne Bice (1) 17 106 felt like real “Sunday”  

February 23 Dave and Jane Hilton (6) 16 189 
 

February 16 Ray and Mary Anne (3) 14 142  two vegetarians 

 Campbell 

Notes: 

 During the past year “Milk Chicks”, a 

group organized by Cathy Chovaz, has 

purchased, (with funds raised from 

themselves) and delivered milk each 

week to the dinner preparation Team. 

 As required by the Middlesex County 

Health Unit regulations, a Food Han-

dling Course was given this year to, and 

examinations passed successfully by, 22 

dinner team representatives all as orga-

nized by Frances Reimer. 

May 4, 
2013 
Dinner 
Team 

Team 
Captain: 
Chris 
Sawruk 
(front 
right) 

Team Legend 
(1) St. John’s   
(2) Grace Church, Ilderton, 

 St. George’s Middlesex Centre 
(3) St. Jude’s Anglican 
(4) Family team Fraser Fellows 
(5) Camino Walk Alumni 
(6) Siloam United Church 
(7) St. Aidan’s Anglican Church 
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Parish Picnic 
Sunday June 9, 2013 

Huron University College 


