
Easter Homily 
By Rev. Rob Luxton 
Sunday, March 31, 2013 

Acts 10:34-43 
1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
John 20:1-18 
Prayer – 

In July 1999, a new stat-
ue was set up in Trafalgar 
Square in London England. Trafalgar 
Square dates back to the year 1843, when it 
was originally opened in honor of Admiral 
Nelson’s victory over the French Navy at 
the Battle of Trafalgar nearly 40 years earli-
er. In the centre is a great column crowned 
with a statue of Nelson himself. This col-
umn is surrounded by four large stone plat-
forms, one at each corner of the square, and 
the original plan was to have the platforms 
hold four statues: King George IV, King 
William IV, Sir Henry Havelock, and Sir 
Charles Napier. However, King William 
never came through with the money to pay 
for his statue and so for 156 years his plat-
form stood empty! 

As the millennium approached, the cel-
ebration of the 2000th Anniversary of Jesus’ 
birth, it was decided that a statue should be 
installed on this empty platform. A statue of 
Jesus. And so in July 1999 the statue, “Ecce 
Homo”, by Mark Wallinger, was installed. 
It was a life size statue and so was a mere 
fraction of the size of the platform itself. 
Jesus was shown as naked except for a loin-
cloth, with his hands tied behind his back 
and a barbed wire “crown of thorns” on his 

head. He looked tiny and insignificant com-
pared to the grandeur of the rest of the 
square. Many people objected strongly to 
the statue. “You couldn’t put your faith in 
someone like that!” said one man. “He is as 
weak as a kitten!” A magazine commented 
“He looks so vulnerable, an anomaly, na-
ked, a statue of weakness. Will it send out 
all the wrong signals?”  

Of course, this always was the scandal 
of Jesus. He was hailed as the Messiah, but 
how could God allow the Messiah, the de-
liverer of Israel, to be defeated and nailed to 
a cross? He was crucified in public, for all 
the world to see – a Galilean carpenter, a 
would be revolutionary. The Roman empire 
was making its statement, don’t cause trou-
ble. Look what happens to you. But less 
than a decade later the apostle Peter, a fish-
erman, a person who had denied Jesus at his 
arrest, stood before the military representa-
tive of Rome and said something breathtak-
ing about this crucified nobody. We read the 
words of Peter in our reading from Acts this 
morning; Peter says quite calmly, “Jesus 
Christ – He is Lord of all”. 

How had Peter come to believe that 

Jesus is Lord of all? He had come to believe 
it because of Jesus’ resurrection. Peter and 
his friends had thought that the mission of 
Jesus was over on Good Friday. Jesus had 
been wrong and Peter wasted three years of 

his life following him. 
But on the third day 
Jesus triumphed over 
the greatest enemy any 
human can face. Death 
itself. If he was Lord 
over death itself, what 
could possibly be left 
outside the scope of his 
authority? And so Peter 
and his companions 
devoted the rest of their 
lives to spreading the 
good news that their 
Jesus, the loving, wise 
and sometimes infuriat-
ing Master, was in fact 

Lord of all. 

We are an Easter people, we celebrate 
Easter every Sunday of the year. The impact 
of the first Easter is amazing. We have a 
small band of followers of Jesus who go 
from being devastated at his loss to a group 
empowered to spread a message that Jesus 
is alive to whole world. They lived with 
new convictions that what Jesus said was 
true and eternal. His life and teaching are 
what matters most. We see Mary Magda-
lene, a woman who was looked down in her 
society, discovering the empty tomb and 
sharing that news with the others. She is one 
of the first people to encounter the risen 
Lord.  

The world of Jesus’ day was ruled by 
an evil tyrant: The Roman Emperor. All of 
the Romans did not see themselves as evil. 
They thought they brought peace, justice 
and good government to the world. Two 
titles the Romans gave their emperor were 
“Saviour” and “Lord”. He had the power to 
save any who called on him should he de-
cide to do so, and his authority was abso-
lute. 

It was in this context that the apostles 
went out and told everyone that their master 
Jesus was the Saviour of the world and the 
Lord of all—the very titles Romans gave 
their Emperor. The apostles called this mes-
sage good news or gospel. The message is 
that the one who will have the last word in 
history will not be an evil tyrant, but their 
loving Lord who gave his life for everyone. 
The final triumph will be the triumph of 
good, not evil. 

The history of the world is littered with 
powerful people. Empires and Emperors 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Selection Committee 
Status Report 
by John Thompson 

The process is slow, but it is 
crucial that we get things right. The  
Bishop has suggested a number of candidates for 
our consideration. This involves not only inter-
views with each, but also Sunday ‘mystery shop-
per’ visits to see, and hear, the candidates in their 
home setting. We are still engaged in this, and at 
this time really have no idea of the outcome. 

St John’s Women Dinner and 
Annual Meeting Notice 

The St. John’s Women Dinner and Annual 
General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 
May 29 at 6 pm at St. John’s. Come and enjoy 
fellowship and a meal. 

Sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board by 
the Church Hall. 

Outreach Committee 
By Stewart McIntyre 

In our anniversary year the 
Outreach Committee wished to 
initiate some new projects that re-
flected ideas that came from various parts of the 
entire Parish. Accordingly, on Vestry Sunday we 
put this to the congregation and asked for ideas 
for new projects to be submitted within the fol-

lowing two 
weeks. One 
or more of 
these ideas 
would be 
funded at a 
level of $500
-$1000 with 
funds com-
ing from the 
Outreach 
book sale in 
April. 

Eleven dif-
ferent ideas 
were submit-
ted and at 
this point 
two projects 

(Continued  
on page 3) 
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Parish News 

By Bob Hayman 
Congratulations are extended 

to the hardworking 125th Anni-
versary Committee for the hours 
of dedicated work they have put 
in arranging such a variety of 
programs to celebrate this year in our Parish. 
Each event to date has sparked discussion, 
comments and enthusiasm and we are less than 
half way through the calendar. We all share 
their disappointment in the news that the Gov-
ernor General will not be able to visit us (see 
letter from Rideau Hall on page 7).  

Remembering and Rejoicing as urged on 
our Banners, bookmarks, notes and aprons are 
the easy parts of the celebration. Hopefully this 
issue of the Banner reflects this. 

The Renewing is harder.  

The challenges ahead to increase our active 
membership are daunting. Statistics taken from 
the Vestry Book over the last 25 years are a 
sobering reminder that while the number of 
families on our Parish Roll has remained 
steady, the number of subscribers to Parish 
Funds and the percentage of family members 
attending weekly services has fallen dramati-
cally. 

An increasingly secular world is not paying 
much attention to us.  

When the season hockey finals in a City 
House League for young elementary public 
school players is scheduled for 10:40 am on 
Easter Sunday, it is obvious that the importance 
for young families, with both working parents, 
of attending worship service is greatly impact-
ed. 

We still offer a spot...for quiet contempla-
tion and sober reflection on the ethical choices 
facing us regularly, a forum for thoughtful in-
sight into world affairs, opportunities to help 
our neighbours, a venue for music appreciation 
and singing, a place to learn and reinforce the 
basic rules for daily living which include hon-
esty, faithfulness, respect for others, love, truth, 
compassion, sharing, giving thanks, acknowl-
edging and praising the creator, enjoying per-
sonal social interaction with others in happy 
times and receiving meaningful support in 
times of need... every Sunday!  

It should be a marketable product! 

Renew 

 

 
February 25, 2013 

Hi Bob 
 
The Banner looks great. What a 
gift this kind of communication 
is for a congregation. 
 
I like a lot about it, but the 
“responses” to TEF was an es-
pecially good addition.  
 
Keeps the conversation going. 
Thanks for sending it to me 
(and for including the “Dean” 
announcement too). I really 
enjoyed being with you and St. 
J. the E. 
 
Todd Townshend 

Letter to the Editor 

mailto:office@stjohnslondon.ca
http://www.stjohnslondon.ca
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have been approved: (1) Grand Bend 
Rotary Club to assist the transport of 
mats and other supplies to South Africa, 
(2) Muncey Parish to provide partial sup-
port for two children to Huron Church 
Camp. Decision on other projects will be 
reached in the next month. 

We are very grateful to St John's for 
their rapid response to our request for 
new ideas. And we really appreciate the 
continued financial support from both 
inside and outside the Parish. We will 
update our list of projects funded in the 
next Banner. 

Milk Mats 
By Cathy Blake 

On occasion some of 
you might have seen gar-
bage bags filled with used milk bags or 
completed sleeping mats made from 
these very bags, left at the door as you 
enter the church through the office doors. 
You might have thought where does this 
“stuff” come from, what is it used for, 
where does it end up and who is using 
these mats. 

The Milk Bag Project was started 4 
years ago by Rev. Marlene Harvey as a 
summer project. It was such a huge suc-
cess that it has taken on a life of its own. 
To date over 11,000 mats have been de-
livered from St. John’s which equates to 
over 2 million milk bags that have been 
saved from their death in a landfill. Envi-
ronmentally! What an accomplishment! 

We know the recycling aspect is a 
triumph but there is so much more than 
that. The people who create the mats 
come from every walk of life. There are 
seniors, both men and women, students 
and other individuals from churches, 
community centers and high schools. The 
gathering of these 
people to craft these 
mats has become 
like the “quilting 
bees” of old. At one 
high school in Lon-
don, students would 
assemble over their 
lunch hour and 
while their hands 
were busy assem-
bling mats their 

minds were busy solving problems of 
everyday life. At these gatherings some 
would cut strips from the milk bags, 
some would loop them and roll them into 
balls to fashion a type of plastic yarn 
while others would crochet or weave the 
plastic yard into work of art. Recently 
these volunteers have begun weaving 
mats. Looms have been made in shop 
classes at local high schools as part of 
their shop projects. 

There are many days when mats 
would arrive at the church not knowing 
who has brought them. Like I said earlier 
the Milk Bag Project has a “life of its 
own”! I do know mats have come from 
Dutton, Alymer, St. Thomas and several 
churches here in London and we thank 
all of the people who have put their 
hearts and souls into this project. 

This may have answered some of 
your questions as to who is making them 
and where they are coming from. To an-
swer where they are going and who is 
using them you will have to read about 
that in the next edition of the Banner 
coming to you soon. 

New Aprons for Sale 
125 Anniversary Special! 
 
Buy an Apron 
for only $20! All 
proceeds go to 
the Saturday 
Dinner program.  
 
Who could resist 
purchasing one 
for our Kate? 
Sorry Michael! 
 
 
 
 

Library Corner 
by Judy Tuck 

Thanks to the many won-
derful donations from kind parishioners, 
we have added more than 50 items to the 
collection in the past few months! We 
will post a complete list in the library. 
Here are just a few of the new titles: 

Jacob’s Wound by Trevor Herriot 
(222 HER). The Canadian author com-
pares the biblical Jacob’s conquering of 
his wilder brother Esau, with modern 
man’s conquering of the natural world. 

Jesus by Marcus Borg (232 BOR). 
Biblical scholar Marcus Borg planned 
this book as a revised edition of his earli-
er book “Jesus: A New Vision”. The 
book suggests “a way of seeing Jesus 
shaped by historical context even as it is 
addressed to Christians in our cultural 
context.” 

Saved from Sacrifice by S. Mark 
Heim (232.3 HEI). Arguing that “the 
cross must be understood against the 
whole history of human scapegoating” , 
the author draws on the works of French 
biblical scholar Rene Girard to develop a 
theology of atonement. 

Stricken by God edited by Brad Jer-
sak (232.3 JER). This book of essays by 
such authors as Marcus Borg, Rowan 
Williams and N.T. Wright 
offers perspectives on the 
meaning of the cross. 

Girl Meets God by 
Lauren F. Winner (248.2 
WIN). The author de-
scribes a year in her spir-
itual journey as she con-
verts from Orthodox Juda-
ism to Christianity. 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) Easter Music by the Bell Choir and Easter Brass, under the direction of David Hall 

  

 

 
(Continued on page 4) 
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A Light in the Forest by Mark Rich-
ardson (283.71 RIC). This is a picture 
history of the Diocese of Huron. The au-
thor is a librarian with the London Public 
Library and past archivist for the Diocese 
of Huron. 

A Well Spent Lent 
By Bruce Tuck 

The early Church set aside 
40 days (the length of time our Lord 
spent in prayer, meditation and prepara-
tion in the wilderness) for catechumens 
to prepare for their baptism at Easter. The 
candidates spent these days in studying 
the Christian faith, reading Scripture, 
learning creeds, prayer and fasting so as 
to be ready for their initiation into the 
Body of Christ. Eventually the Church 
leaders came to realize that the rest of us 
could well benefit from a refresher 
course in our Christian faith, and hence 
established the season of Lent as a time 
of spiritual discipline and renewal for us 
all. Your clergy and Worship Committee 
endeavor to provide parishioners with an 
opportunity to grow in knowledge of the 
faith by our annual Lenten Program. 

This year we decided to utilize the 
final 5 episodes of the popular Living the 
Questions D.V.D. series. The series pro-
vides a veritable ‘who’s who’ of contem-
porary Christian theological scholarship - 
Marcus Borg, John Dominic Crossan, 
Bishop John Spong, Matthew Fox, Wal-
ter Brueggemann, etc. These thinkers 
discuss salient points of our Christian 
faith in a clear, straightforward, human 
and sometimes controversial manner. We 
decided to take the topics of the D.V.D. 
presented after church on the 5 Sundays 
of Lent, and invite prominent speakers to 
join us on the following Tuesday eve-
nings and lead discussion on each topic, 
but not dependant upon the D.V.D. 
presentations. The topics treated were 
intriguing and fundamental to Christian 
thought - The Nature of Prayer, The In-
carnation, Holy Compassion, Embracing 
Mystery and Creative Transformation. 
The speakers on these topics were The 
Rev. Valerie Kenyon, Dr. Gary Badcock, 
Toinette Parisia, Dr. Jim Schmeiser and 
the Rev. Canon Todd Townshend. Each 

had his/her own individual style and ap-
proach and all were challenging and 
warmly received. Thanks to our Dr. John 
Thompson for inviting these speakers to 
St. John’s. 

 Those who attended the series were 
engaged, enriched, enlightened, ener-
gized and entertained. Our numbers grew 
as the program went on and word spread. 
Hopefully next year even more of us will 
take the opportunity to experience the 
satisfaction of learning about our faith in 
keeping with the true spirit of Lent. It 
certainly beats giving up cake or beer, 
but if you wish to do both we will keep 
the fast and not tempt you with either 
cake or beer - only spiritual sustenance 
(and maybe a cup of coffee).  

Living the Questions  
by Bob Hayman 

Over the last 
two years we, as a 
congregation, have 
had the opportunity 
to view an excellent series of DVD’s en-
titled “Living The Questions”. These vid-
eos have been shown either in the Church 
during a worship service or during our 
Christian Education programs in the li-
brary. As Bruce Tuck has noted, during 
Lent this year’s program utilized some of 
these videos as a discussion basis for the 
series each week. 

Listed below are the titles of the vid-
eos, each of which run about 20 minutes 
in length. They are divided into three 
main themes. 

Invitation to a Journey 

1. An Invitation to Journey 
2. Taking the Bible Seriously 
3. Thinking Theologically 
4. Stories of Creation 
5. Lives of Jesus 
6. A Passion of Christ: Paul 
7. Out into the World: 

 Challenges: Facing 
 Progressive Christians 

Reclaiming the Word 
8. Restoring relationships 
9. The prophetic Jesus 
10. Evil, Suffering and A God of Love 
11. The Myth of Resurrection Violence 

12. Practicing Resurrection 
13. Debunking the Rapture 
14. Reclaiming The Word 

Call to Covenant 
15. A Kingdom without Walls 
16. Social Justice: 

Realizing God’s Vision 
17. Incarnation: Divinely Human 
18. Prayer Intimacy with God 
19. Compassion: 

The heart of the Jesus Mystery 
20. Creative Transformation 
21. Embracing Mystery 

As we have now completed the 
showing of the above videos in public 
and as part of group study here, the Cler-
gy and Worship Committee are now 
making these videos available to mem-
bers of the congregation to take out of 
our Library and view at home. The cur-
rent Library rules about signing out and 
returning books will apply to the films. 

Debbie Tuck 
This room was dedicated to Debbie at 
Westminster Secondary School upon her 
retirement in 2012, where she had taught 
courses in languages for 30 years. 
Congratulations Debbie! 

(Continued from page 3) 
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The Bishop Visits Us 
On Sunday April 14, The Rt. Rev 

Bob Bennett, Bishop of Huron, visited us 
to mark our 125th Anniversary. 

In his Homily he referred to the close 
ties he has always felt for St. John’s as he 
grew up as a child in this Parish. He 
urged us to remember the energy and 
hard work that has gone in to the building 
of this great Parish and the contribution it 
has made to Diocesan life over the 125 
years, producing for example, two Bish-
ops, Terry Finlay and Terry Dance. He 
congratulated us on our current Outreach 
Program to assisting others in our com-
munity and hoped that we would continue 
to seek new ways of making a contribu-
tion to the less fortunate in our world. 

A reception in the Parish Hall fol-
lowed the service where he was thanked 
by John Biehn for his ministry to us and 
was presented with a gift from our con-
gregation. 

He enjoyed a short musical presenta-
tion by own talented Chordettes, who 
pleaded with him in song to Please send 
us a Priest. 

He acknowledged our concern but 

said that there are 19 Parish vacancies in 
the Diocese at the present time. He has 
put forward some names to our Selection 
Committee. Diocesan restructuring of 
some congregation as a result of closures 
are being studied and it will be very im-
portant to get the right person for the 
right spot. Please be patient. 

St. Joe’s Visits Us 
On Sunday March 17 we marked a 

special event, the joint anniversary of the 
founding by the by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of a 
hospital in London, and 
the founding of our St. 
John the Evangelist Par-
ish. 

To celebrate this oc-
casion we invited repre-

sentatives from the current leadership at 
St. Joe’s to join us for a celebration and 
worship in our church.  

Representing the founding Sisters 
was Margo Ritchie, who gave the homily. 
Representing the hospital was Gillian 
Kernaghan, current President and CEO, 
together with the St. Joseph’s Hospital 
Choir. 

Also attending to mark this milestone 
in our two histories, were Susan Truppe, 
(MP for London North Centre) who 
brought greetings from Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, and Deb Mathews (MPP 
for London North Centre) who brought 
greetings from Premier Kathleen Wynne. 
It was a memorable day for our congrega-
tion. A reception in the Parish Hall fol-
lowed the service.  

The event was well recorded by the 
professional representatives from St. 
Joe’s and our own Banner staff, as can be 
seen in the stories below: 

• Story on St. Joe’s website plus link to 
excellent video is available at: 
www.tinyurl.com/stjoes125 

• Greetings from our government 
representatives on pages 6-7. 

• Sister Margo’s Homily follows 
on the next page. 

Presentation in Parish Hall by the 
St. John’s Chordettes 

From left: Sue Waring, Sara Hall, 
 Jenny Aylsworth, Brenda Jeffrey 

John Biehn gives  Bishop Bob a gift 

Joint Choirs of St. John’s and St. Joe’s 

125th Anniversary Celebrations 

Rt. Rev. Bob with Rob and Patty 

Sister Margo  

 

Rejoice 

http://www.sjhc.london.on.ca/125yearnieighbours
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Sister Margo’s Homily 
March 17, 2013 
Based on these two texts: 
Isaiah 43; 16-21 and John 12; 1-8. 

By Sister Margo Ritchie 
Good morning. This celebration 

has all the flavour of neighbours get-
ting together, remembering how much 
they share in common and also the 
connections that have been created by 
being just a stone’s throw from each 
other. We are a continuity of an origi-
nal vision and hope. So, here we are at 
a neighbourhood block party, only in 
winter. 

The readings today from one point 
of view are a strange juxtaposition. On 
the one hand we are given hope and we 
are asked a question. Standing in for 
God, the prophet asks, “I am about to 
do a new thing. Can you not perceive 
it?” Seems to be an invitation to scan 
the daily that is right here before us, 
the practical and concrete that is ours 
to live. And then, as a mentor prodding 
us on, the prophet nudges, “Surely you 
see the new thing.” 

And then there is the gospel which 
has so often been distorted to tell us 
that the poor will be always with us. 
That is just the natural order of things. 
Long live the status quo. Nothing new 
here.  In this framework nothing new 
to perceive. But the gospel is never 
about the status quo. If we enter into 
the scene of the gospel story, we can 
sense the competing dynamics going 
on here. On the one level, there is the 
practicality of saving money for a sup-
posedly good cause.  One scripture 
scholar suggests that based on his re-
search and a comparative price analy-
sis, the same amount of oil would cost 
about $40,000 today. That is a signifi-
cant chunk out of any budget. And on 
the other hand, there is the extravagant 
expression of love which seems to 
trump any other consideration. 

The gospel also speaks of death. 
The costly nard and the traditional 
anointing is a foreshadowing of death 
to come rather imminently. 

Let’s see if there might be a con-
nection between these two readings. 

God, it seems, is always about the 
new. In these cynical wearying days it 
is hard at times to believe that anything 
new is possible. So often in our news 
and even in our own lives we seem to 
land in the same grim place. And yet, 
the God that we know is the God who 
is always coming to us from the future, 
attracting us into being more, into en-
tering into transformation. The new is 
not so much that anyone is going to 
wave a magic wand to “fix” the world 
or to fix my life. The new is that this 
God approaching us from the future 
holds out the vision of a humanity that 
is radically inclusive. This God invites 
us into a way of being human in which 
we really do live in the shelter of each 
other. This is the new always there for 
us to perceive. 

And of the costly oil?  I recall a 
speaker once saying about the appear-
ance in the resurrection stories to the 
disciples. She said, “Not once do we 
hear the dialogue in which Jesus says 
he is really quite disappointed at the 
performance of the disciples during the 
time of his death.” Not once do we 
hear the attitude of, “If you just say 
you are sorry, really sorry that is, we 
can begin again. It is the extravagance 
of love that is able to receive the other, 
that is able to live the new. It is the 
kind of love that is attracted to creating 
relationship rather than limiting it. 

The oil poured over the feet of Je-
sus does seem rather impractical; it 
seems over the top and not a good use 
of resources from the community’s 
coffers. And yet, what is happening is 
of course happening in real time but 
also it is in itself a kind of symbolic 
ritual announcing death, an anointing 
before the burial. This is the paradoxi-
cal new of the Christian message, the 
intertwining of death and the  extrava-
gant love to which God calls us. Ex-
travagant love is always practical and 
is never just a concept…there is noth-
ing new about abstract concepts that 
don’t have flesh and blood. 

John and Ana Thompson came to 
lunch at the Sisters of St. Joseph resi-
dence last week and were telling the 
story of the SARS outbreak 10 years 

(Continued on page 7) 

MPP Deb Matthews presents Nancy Bell with 
greetings from the Premier. 
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        Letter from the Governor General’s Office 

MP Susan Truppe reads greetings 
from the Prime Minister 

  
 
 
 

April 5, 2013 
 

Dear Canon Ford and Mr. Biehn: 
 

I am writing further to our letter of February 8, 2012, re-
garding your invitation addressed to Their Excellencies the 
Right Honourable David Johnston and Sharon Johnston to 
participate in a Sunday service during the 125th Anniver-
sary of the Church of St. John the Evangelist, preferably on 
October 6, October 13, 2013, or throughout 2013. 
 

I regret to inform you that it will not be possible for Their 
Excellencies to join you in 2013, owing to a heavily com-
mitted program. 
 

In sending their regrets, Mr. and Mrs. Johnston have asked 
me to thank you for your kind invitation, and to convey to 
you their warmest greetings and very best wishes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 SUSSEX DRIVE ● 1, PROMENADE SUSSEX 
OTTAWA ●  CANADA KIA 0A1 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Duncan Mousseau 
 
 

Director 
Policy, Planning and Editorial Services 

ago and of the very real extravagance of 
the people of this parish. As I heard the 
story, this parish became the waiting 
room of St. Joseph’s hospital since fami-
lies could not be at the hospital. The fear 
of those days was palpable. We simply 
did not know how this epidemic was 
going to turn. And yet in the midst of 
this fear, this parish extended hospitali-
ty, opened your hall, served food, of-
fered support. How much better does it 
get in terms of extravagance and making 

real that we live in the shelter of each 
other? 

And in this anniversary celebration, 
one imagines 125 years ago the sisters, 
who were founding St. Joseph’s hospi-
tal, and the small community of people 
imagining a parish community. Know-
ing us [the sisters] as I do, I imagine the 
founding of St. Joseph’s hospital was 
pretty down to earth. The thought pat-
tern would have gone something like 
this. This is what is needed. Roll up our 
sleeves and just do it. The resources will 
come as we need them. Don’t worry. 
Not quite trained for the job you will be 

doing? Not to worry. Just pitch in. You 
will learn as you go.  

And you, the parishioners of St. 
John’s would have your own founding 
story and the needs that were being ex-
perienced at that time. And from those 
choices, here we are together today cele-
brating the extravagance of spirit that 
began these two ventures. Here we are 
again in different circumstances being 
stirred by this God who comes to us 
from the future. May we hold in our 
spirit the question of the prophet, “See I 
am doing something new. Can you not 
perceive it?” 

(Continued from page 6) 

Sister Margo’s Homily 
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Two Gregs Visit Us 

Greg Smith’s Homily 
Psalm 32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; 
Luke 15:1-3,11B-32 

If you go to the Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission of South Africa web-
site, you can dive into the scores and 
scores of records of transcripts and you 
will see that in some cases amnesty was 
granted and in (many) others it was not. 
Over a period of five years in the late 
nineties perpetrators and victims of the 
violence of the Apartheid era were 
brought face to face to speak the truth 
and petitions for amnesty were consid-
ered presumably on the basis of whether 
truth was actually spoken and that antag-
onists were ready to move to a new 
healed place in relationship. On inaugu-
rating the hearings, its chair Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu said: 

“It is not dealing with the past to say 
facilely, let bygones be bygones, for then 
they won't be bygones. Our country, our 
society would be doomed to the instabil-
ity of uncertainty – the uncertainty en-
gendered by not knowing when yet an-
other scandal of the past would hit the 
headlines, when another skeleton would 
be dragged out of the cupboard. We will 
be engaging in what should be a corpo-
rate nationwide process of healing 
through contrition, confession and for-
giveness. To be able to forgive one needs 
to know whom one is forgiving and why. 
That is why the truth is so central to this 

whole exercise.” 

After the hearings, the 
TRC was criticized by many 
because it was found that 
“Most believed that justice 
was a prerequisite for recon-
ciliation rather than an alterna-
tive to it, and that the TRC 
had been weighted in favour 
of the perpetrators of abuse.” 
By “justice” it is understood 
what most of us understand to 
be the purpose of our legal 
justice system – that retribu-
tion should be paid, the perpe-
trator punished, before the 
case can be put behind us. Many believed 
it was impossible for reconciliation to 
take place between black and white in 
South Africa, without this element. Of 
course, our own nation’s attempts at 
Truth and Reconciliation, between First 
Nations and those of European origins, is 
stumbling along for similar reasons. In 
the parable of what is popularly known 
as the “Prodigal Son”, most individuals 
are far more likely to find their place 
alongside the elder son than with any 
other character. The Father’s attitude to 
the profligate younger son is absurd in 
the world of those who do wrong and 
those who are wronged. 

Jesus, of course, has very little con-
cern with fine-tuning the legal system. 
He seemed not to give the Law its due 
place of pre-eminence on many occa-
sions in the eyes of the keepers of the 
Law. Luke, in fact, places this parable 
directly within Jesus’ teaching as a re-
sponse to the challenge that Jesus was 
spending far too much time wining and 
dining with tax collectors and sinners to 
be taken seriously by serious religious 
people. If these individuals who had put 
themselves outside of the community of 
faith by their life choices wished to be 
reconciled to their people, there was 
means of restoration through the proper 
channels and religious clerical authority. 
Unless they were willing to make restitu-
tion and prove their abandonment of their 
sins with atonement offerings, there 

would be nothing doing. These religious 
authorities were invested in restoring 
things back to the way they were – let-
ting “bygones be bygones” – where they 
would always be the righteous ones who 
forgave and the others forgiven sinners. 
Jesus was interested in reconciliation that 
was centred in a whole new relationship, 
which looked a lot like a banquet table 
on the mountain of God or like a father 
waiting at a distance with his arms wide 
open.  

The father in Jesus’ parable declares 
of his youngest son to the elder, “..this 
brother of yours was dead and has come 
to life; he was lost and has been found.” 
The young son does not merely step back 
through his repentance into the same old 
relationship with his father where he 
would always be the son remembered as 
the one who blew his inheritance. This is 
a new life that is grounded in truth before 
his father that transforms their relation-
ship. Once they embrace they are not 
perpetrator and victim, useless reprobate 
son before the righteous father, but a new 
father with his new son stepping into a 
new day. The elder son cannot fathom 
this possibility. He has been paying his 
debts to his father all his life through 
obedience and loyalty. He fails to see 
that the relationship between father and 
son is not one of debts and obligations. It 
is Love. 

In the normal way we see the world 
and place our selves within it, this is not 
the way things work. We live in a teem-
ing sea of debt and obligation. In such an 
environment naturally those who manage 

(Continued on page 9) 

Rev. Canon Greg Smith is the Rector 
of Christ Church, London. He served as 
Assistant at St. John’s from 1977 to 1982 
when he was inducted as Rector of Church 
of the Transfiguration. He served there 
until 1989 when he was appointed as Rec-
tor of Christ Church London. This church 
has a very active and current website 
where Greg posts his weekly homilies and 
a wide variety of information and upcom-
ing programs are posted. See 
www.christchurchlondon.wordpress.com. 

Greg is currently the Diocesan Chair-
man of the Huron Hunger Fund which is 
given the responsibility in the Diocese of 
Huron to raise awareness, to provide edu-
cation and to raise funds for the ongoing 
work of the Primate’s World Relief and 
Development Fund (PWRDF) 
www.pwrdf.org . 

Jesus, of course, has very little 

concern with fine-tuning the 

legal system 

 

From left, Rev. Patty Dobbs Luxton, Rev. Canon Greg 
Smith, Rev. Greg Little, and Rev. Rob Luxton. 

 

http://www.christchurchlondon.wordpress.com
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Passages  

to fulfill the debts and obligations will 
certainly feel righteous and hold others to 
be beholden. The rest of us labour 
through most of our lives with a sense of 
guilt, shame and anxiety that is debilitat-
ing. In Luke’s parable, Jesus is turning 
that sense of the world on its ear and 
points Jesus’ followers who have been 
witness to Jesus’ death as the debt exact-
ed by the righteous and legal powers of 
the world, toward an understanding of 
Resurrection. Paul has grasped it for us: 
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; 

see, everything has become new!” Jesus’ 
resurrected life among his followers is 
God’s vindication of the relationship that 
is held out to us all that transforms us 
with the new life of the Beloved. “…in 
Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting the message 
of reconciliation to us.” This is no mere 
cancellation of debt; it is a new life and a 
new way of being in the world as ambas-
sadors of that reconciliation. 

This is what I think Tutu expected 
from the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission. In the world that operates as we 
know it, it would be impossible to 
achieve any level of meaningful for-

giveness and “reconciliation” without 
wanting to see blood for blood. Being a 
Christian leader, Tutu was able to consid-
er that Christ placed himself between 
perpetrator and victim in the speaking of 
truth, with a new creation beyond the sins 
and the deep pain to a new relationship of 
healing. It failed where individuals could 
not share that vision and that gift and 
could not step into the reality of Resur-
rection. And so it is for us all. There in 
the distance the loving parent extends the 
arm of a radical embrace that makes all 
things new. Elder brother and younger 
brother alike, it is a moment to receive it 
or reject it. It is life that is offered. Shall 
we enter the party? 

(Continued from page 8) 

A Thought from Greg Little 
A few weeks ago I saw a program on 

TV Ontario about the size of the uni-
verse. Like many people, I have thought 
that the universe is infinite which is a 
hard thing for a finite being to compre-
hend. The program raised many new 
discoveries and concepts of how big the 
universe really is. It presented a number 
of questions about the universe being 
curved and if it is then there are limits to 
it as it will eventually meet itself coming 
through the rye so to speak. There is also 
the incomprehensible fact that the uni-

verse is expanding at an ever increasing 
rate rather than slowing down as was 
originally hypothesized and therefore 
have limits. This may provide some 
comfort to those of us who have a hard 
time conceptualizing infinity. However 
it also proposed that there were possibly 
many universes – an infinite number 
which were created at the big bang – like 
tiny bubbles on the Lawrence Welk 
Show. These have all been expanding 
ever since. As an aside I also came 
across a site on the internet which pur-
ported to be the sound of the big bang. It 
was more of a hum but I guess that’s 
because no one had written the words 
yet.  

In all this the one point that sticks 
with me is that the creator of this infi-
nite number of infinities that is the uni-
verse is also beyond anything that we 
mere humans can fully comprehend. 
Any attempt that we make to put God 
in a box of our making i.e. God as Fa-
ther or Mother; God as the King or Em-
peror; God as wrathful or love will all 
come up so short that they inevitably 

miss the mark or at least that they may 
seem almost useless. And yet we do 
seem to need to have a concept or con-
cepts of God to cling to – to have a 
working definition so to speak. That is 
for many people where Jesus comes in. 
He is someone we can relate to and try 
to grasp as a working model of what 
God is – at least in part (he is only one 
part of the Trinity after all). It is some-
thing we mere mortals can have a possi-
bility of comprehending. Keep the faith, 

Greg 

Rev Greg Little is a former member of our 
congregation and was an active choir 
member and President of this distinguished 
church organization in 1994 and 1995. 
Following his retirement from a lengthy 
career in the Ontario Ministry of Trans-
portation it, he enrolled at Huron College, 
completed his M. Div. program, was or-
dained and posted to serve as Rector of St 
James Parkhill. He retired from this sec-
ond “Ministry” assignment last fall. He 
continues to post a weekly blog. Extracts 
from his current posting are shown below: 

Rev. Greg Little celebrates 

Greg Smith’s Homily 
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John’s Homily 
February 24, 2013 
Mark 14: 27-52 

I think that, on first read-
ing today’s passage from the 
Gospel of Mark, most people 
would be pretty critical of 
Peter, running away at the first sign of 
trouble.  

I know I was. 

But that assumes Peter knows every-
thing that I know, some two thousand 
years later. And I don’t think he did. 

He did know Jesus was the Messiah, 
because he said so. But I think his idea of a 
Messiah was someone who would some-
how expel the Romans and restore an inde-
pendent Jewish state.  

The other disciples sounded like they 
were getting ready for their places at court 
– arguing who would get to sit at Jesus’ 
right hand, disputing who was the greatest 
among them. 

They knew Jesus had power. They had 
already seen his astonishing range of mi-
raculous acts. They had witnessed his 
Transfiguration. 

Of course Jesus had repeatedly told 
them about the dangers they would face as 
his disciples. But they didn’t hear that. 

Peter even argued with Jesus when he 
foretold his arrest, death, and resurrection. 

So when Jesus said that “the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life for the ransom of 
many,” no one asked him what he meant 
by that. 

They just didn’t get it. 

One thing that Peter knew – and most 
of us don’t – was what it was like to be in 
Jerusalem at Passover.  

Literally hundreds of thousands of 
Jews made the pilgrimage. Every bed in 
the city was occupied. The hills and fields 
around it were filled with people camping 
out.  

If you’ve ever seen an aerial photo-
graph of Mecca at the height of the haj – a 
sea of people surrounding the Ka’aba – 
you’ll have some idea what it was like 
around the Temple. 

It was a time of great tension. For fifty 
years there had been, off and on, Jewish 
rebellions, some small and some major.  

A few days before Jesus’ arrival a skir-
mish between Roman soldiers and Galile-
ans had broken out in Jerusalem. Eighteen 
rebels had already been crucified and one, 
Barabbas, was in prison.  

Crucifixion was the usual punishment 
for rebellion — or even for simply speak-
ing out against the authorities. It was the 
way that the Romans cowed a hostile pop-
ulation. 

The Roman garrison in Jerusalem was 
actually quite small. Faced with the possi-
bility of insurrection breaking out in a city 
jam-packed with pilgrims, it had to act 
quickly and forcefully at the first sign of 
trouble. And it did. 

Now you might be able to understand 
Peter’s reaction. He has just awakened 
from a deep sleep, sees Jesus in the grip of 
a Roman soldier, and knows exactly what 
that means.  

Peter runs — and with him James and 
John and that mysterious naked young 
man. 

It is Peter’s first inkling of what might 
be the cost of discipleship, his first insight 
into what Jesus meant by saying, “The cup 
that I drink you will drink; and with the 
baptism with which I am baptized, you will 
be baptized…” 

“The Cost of Discipleship” is the title 
of a book written by 31 year-old Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer in 1937. 

Many of you will know of Bonhoeffer 
– a young German theologian who was just 
26 when the Nazis came to power in the 
early 1930’s. 

(Continued on page 11) 

In Canada today we neither crucify 
nor hang our prophets. 
But we do ignore them. 

By David Hall 
Sunday February 24 

The church resonat-
ed with beautiful music 
provided by the visiting 
professional choir from 
St. Paul’s Cathedral on 
the afternoon of Sunday February 24. 
Evensong, “evening song”, is an office 
service that is a centuries old tradition in 
the Anglican Church, but which is rarely 
done at St. John’s. Over the years much 
beautiful music has been written specifi-
cally for this service which traditionally 
thanks God for the day just past and asks 

his protection for the coming night. St. 
Paul’s, like many cathedrals, regularly 
does Evensong services, and in recent 
years, under the direction of Music Di-
rector Andrew Keegan-MacKriell, the 
choir has offered to all parishes in the 
Diocese of Huron to visit and present 
Evensong, particularly for important oc-
casions. St. John’s 125th Anniversary fit 
that description! The choir sang settings 
of psalms, the Magnificat, Nunc Dimittis, 
an anthem and responses, while the good
-sized congregation, made up of regular 
St. John’s parishioners as well as numer-
ous visitors, was free to join in singing 
several hymns. The ever-capable Angus 
Sinclair gave support from the organ, 
while our own John Thompson delivered 
a thoughtful homily. 

Afterwards the choir and congrega-

tion were treated to refreshments in the 
Parish Hall provided by the 125 Anniver-
sary Committee. Expressions of thanks 
were delivered and the choir was present-
ed an honorarium which we are told will 
be used for their upcoming tour to Eng-
land. The choir expressed appreciation 
for the invitation and opportunity to sing 
in a local parish church, and encouraged 
us to consider inviting them to return in 
the future. 

In other music matters, our own St. 
John’s musicians will be busy over the 
next few weeks preparing and recording 
various works for the forthcoming Anni-
versary CD, to be released in the autumn. 
Works performed by our choirs, instru-
mentalists and some soloists will be fea-
tured, under the recording artistry of 
Mike Godwin. 

Choral Evensong 
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He was the very first public critic of 
Nazi laws designed to exclude Jews from 
German public life.  

In 1933 he wrote, “the church has an 
unconditional obligation to the victims of 
any ordering of society” – an obligation 
which might mean “not just to bandage 
the victims under the wheel but to jam a 
spoke in the wheel itself.” 

He also said “Christ himself is in the 
weak and persecuted, and he wills them to 
be rescued.” 

When he spoke about “the church” 
Bonhoeffer wasn’t talking about the Lu-
theran or Catholic churches. He meant the 
active presence of Christ in the world, in 
the lives of all those who follow him.  

So when the established church was 
silent in the face of Nazi repression, Bon-
hoeffer, along with others, formed an al-
ternative church, what came to be known 
as the Confessing Church.  

It didn’t last long. Seminaries were 
established – and quickly closed by the 
Gestapo. Students were arrested. And fi-
nally, Bonhoeffer was banned from teach-
ing, preaching, and publishing. 

So Bonhoeffer joined the underground 
resistance. He was involved in the plot to 
assassinate Hitler. The plot failed and he 
was arrested by the SS.  

Then, in April 1945, two years after 

his arrest and just weeks before the fall of 
Nazi Germany, he was hanged. 

For all those years, Bonhoeffer knew 
full well the cost of discipleship, and he 
embraced it.  

In Canada today we neither crucify nor 
hang our prophets. But we do ignore them. 

We ignore them when they talk about 
the way we treat the refugees we don’t 
want.  

We ignore them when they speak of 
our treatment of Canada’s native people. 

We ignore them when they speak of 
the degradation of our rivers and lakes, 
our air, our forests, our land.  

We ignore them when they point to 
the homeless and mentally ill on our 
streets, and the 15% of our children and 
the 7% of our elderly who live in poverty. 

And the list goes on. 

What has this to do with us? 

Everything. 

Every one of these abominations hap-
pens with our active consent or, much 
more commonly, with our passive ac-
ceptance.  

Insofar as we benefit from these 
crimes – and we do, directly or indirectly 
– we are responsible for them.  

Why don’t we do something? 

Part of the answer is that we know the 

cost of discipleship. I’m not talking of 
crucifixion or hanging – just simply a fear 
of exposure to public ridicule or a cost in 
time, effort, and money. In some situa-
tions, the cost may be even a loss of a job 
or physical injury.  

Part of the answer is a sense of help-
lessness. 

What to do? 

I wish I had an easy answer, but here 
are a few suggestions. 

First of all, pay attention. Listen to the 
prophets. Learn the details.  

Talk about the issues, pray about 
them, and – yes – even write about them 
to your elected representatives. 

And for each issue I’ve mentioned, 
there is at least one group or organization 
dedicated to that issue. 

Your individual effort can become 
collective. You do not need to be a single 
voice in the wilderness.  

Christ taught us to pray, “Thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.”  

It can come, it will come, but there 
will be, almost certainly, a cost.  

Pray that you will be prepared to pay 
it. 

Amen. 

(Continued from page 
10) John’s Homily 

 

Submitted by Pam Rudd 
Three Reasons Not to Mess with Children 

The children were lined up in the 
cafeteria of a Catholic Elemen-
tary School for lunch. At the 
head of the table was a large pile 
of apples. 

The nun made a note, and posted 
on the apple tray: “Take only 
ONE. God is watching.” 

Moving further along the lunch 
line, at the other end of the table 
was a large pile of chocolate chip 
cookies. A child had written a 
note, “Take all you want. God is 
watching the apples”.  

One day a little girl was sitting and watching 
her mother do the dishes at the kitchen sink. 

She suddenly noticed that her mother had 
several strands of white hair sticking out in 
contrast on her brunette head. She looked at 
her mother and inquisitively asked, “Why are 
some of your hairs white, Mom?”. 

Her mother replied, “Well, every time that 
you do something wrong and make me cry or 
unhappy, one of my hairs turns white.”. 

The little girl thought about this revelation 
for a while and then said, “Mommy, how 
come ALL of grandma’s hairs are white?” 

A Kindergarten teacher was ob-
serving her classroom of children 
while they were drawing. 

She would occasionally walk 
around to see each child’s work. 

As she got to one little girl who 
was working diligently, she asked 
what the drawing was.  

The girl replied, “I’m drawing 
God.” 

The teacher paused and said, “But 
no one knows what God looks 
like”. 

Without missing a beat, or looking 
up from her drawing, the girl re-
plied, “They will in a minute”. 



The Banner                                                                                     12                                                                                   April 2013 

 

125 Acts of Kindness 

Shoveled a neigh-

bour’s driveway. 

A dear friend picked me up early, stayed with me all morning during a medical appointment, drove me home and then fed me lunch! 

I bought my wife flowers. 

CIBC has honoured 

the St. John’s Sen-

ior Choir by offer-

ing a bank service 

for free. 

Editor’s Note: To allow everyone to become involved in 
our 125th Anniversary celebrations, parishioners are 
invited to post and share (anonymously) some Acts of 
Kindness they have recently expressed or received. It is 
hoped that there will soon be at least 125 acts on the 
wall. Listed below are some posted to date. 

Thank you to a member of our Parish who always displays dozens of acts of kindness and wishes to remain anony-mous. Your generosity of spirit is much appreciated. 

Gave a Timmy’s card to a neighbour to buy some coffee or 
food while she visited her hus-
band who was in hospital for a 
few weeks. 

Received thanks 

(+ gifts) from  stu-

dents grateful for 

letters of reference. 

St. John the Evangelist Choir: Da-

vid and Jenny—The members of 

the St. Joseph’s Choir are grateful 

for the many kindness’ you gave 

them over  the past few weeks by 

the members of St. John the Evan-

gelist choir. Your invitation led to a 

fabulous celebration of our organi-

zation,  your welcomes were warm, 

your humour broke the ice and  

your expertise helped us learn the 

music / service. Thank you. 

Open doors on many oc-

casions for persons enter-

ing our car and at restau-

rants and mall where I 

frequently encounter 

fellow visitors. 

I called the National 
Post delivery person 

and thanked him for 
delivering the paper 

during the storm on Fri-
day Feb 8, 2013. 

Several congregation 

members helped me 

move from my large 

apartment to a smaller 

on. I could not have 

done it without their 

help. Thank you. 

Help them on homework. Help Mom and Dad with the chores. 

To listen quietly 

while Jenny plays the 

Organ. 

Mentored 
two young 
faculty 
members. 

I let someone go ahead of me at the grocery store in the checkout line. 

Gave money 
to a homeless 
person to buy 
a meal. 

Helped a lady with her shop-ping cart at No Frills. She gave me a hug. 

I took a cup 
of tea to my 
wife in bed. 

I am watering 

plants, taking in 

mail and checking 

on the home for a 

friend a friend who 

is away for six 

weeks. 
Supported a 

neighbour 

who had lost 

her husband. 
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Homeless is a politically charged 
issue and the federal estimate of the num-
ber of homeless people in Canada was 
150,000 in 2005, or about 0.5 per cent of 
the population. Homeless advocates esti-
mated it to be closer to 300,000. The an-
nual cost of homelessness in 2007 was 
approximately $4.5 to $6 billion in emer-
gency services, community organizations 
and non-profits. 

Our Anglican Church Attempts to 
Respond to this Problem 

A request was received by St. John’s 
from Bishop of Huron Rt. Rev Robert F. 
Bennett to include as an insert in our 
Evangel of February 24 the following: 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ. 
Our work as churches has brought us close 
to those who live on the margins. 
Wouldn’t it be nice to know that all of 
God’s people are able to obtain all that is 
necessary for life without asking for hand 
outs? 
The ideal begins with access to safe , ade-
quate housing...The benefits of safe, ade-
quate housing for all begin with the indi-
vidual and ripple outward to the surround-
ing communities...Canada remains one of 
the few countries in the world without a 
national housing strategy despite the fact 
that the right to adequate housing is guar-
anteed under the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 
On February 13 our government has the 
opportunity to move one step closer to 
achieving this ideal as Bill C-400 goes be-
fore Parliament. This bill recognizes hous-
ing as a human right and would commit the 
government to work with non-profits, the 
private sector, labor and communities and 
all levels of government to develop a na-
tional housing strategy. With set timelines 
and goals, the strategy would then address 
the root causes of homelessness and set a 
plan to provide housing for all. 
To contain this forward momentum it is 
important for each of us to take the time to 
connect with our own MP’s and encourage 
them to support this bill. 
Let us come together to promote dignity for 
all. 
Yours in Christ, 

Bob 

Sample letter suggested.... 
Dear... 
I am deeply concerned about the unnecessary 
suffering imposed on thousands of homeless 
people across Canada and I am writing as a 
constituent in your riding to ask you to sup-
port Bill C-400 The Secure, Adequate, Acces-
sible and Affordable Housing Act. 
Addressing homelessness and inadequate 
housing in Canada is a moral and legal re-
sponsibility...Bill C- 400 is not a “money “ 
bill and does not itself require government 
expenditure. We hope Parliament will contin-
ue to champion the right to adequate housing 
and that you will do your part by supporting 
Bill C-400 
Sincerely, 

The above letter was completed and 
signed and sent by several John’s parish-
ioner to Ms. Truppe, MP for London 
North Centre. 

Bill C-400 had been introduced as 
first reading in Feb 16, 2012. Second 
Reading of the Bill C-400 was on the 
floor for approval Thursday Feb 28, 2013 

It was defeated in a vote by 153 (all 
PC’s)-129 (NDP, Liberals, Bloc, 
Green) 
A follow-up letter from Stewart McIntyre 
was sent following the defeat of the Bill: 
Dear Ms Truppe, 
I am a member of the Outreach Committee of 
the Church of St. John the Evangelist in Lon-
don, Bishop Bennett has drawn our attention 
to a Bill of Affordable Housing that was de-
feated in the Commons last week. I regret 
that your government has opposed the con-
sideration in committee of a Bill on such an 
important issue. 
Yours truly, 
S.M. 

Susan Truppe replied: 
Thank you for your email regarding bill C-
400. 
While the title of the Bill speaks for itself, as 
far as what it looks to enact, vulnerable Ca-
nadians need action. Our Government has 
been steadfastly committed to helping those 
who need it most, to become self-sufficient so 
that they may fully contribute to their commu-
nities and our economy. Housing is an im-
portant step to achieve this. 

Overall and through various partnerships, 
our Government has helped 755,000 Canadi-
an Households with assistance for affordable 
housing. I am proud of our record, having 
made an historic investments in housing by 
creating 46,000 new affordable housing 
units, which include contributions towards 
the construction and renovation of 104,000 
housing units for low income families through 
our Economic Action Plan. 
While housing falls within provincial juris-
diction, our government engaged in compre-
hensive consultations from coast to coast. We 
heard from provinces and territories, munici-
palities, stakeholders and from the average  
Canadian on how to improve funding for 
housing. Some achievements made through 
our Homelessness Partnering Strategy (HPS) 
include: the creation of more than 4,500 new 
permanent shelter beds to address immediate 
needs; placing over 38,000 people in more 
stable housing; helping almost 10,800 Cana-
dians pursue education or training opportu-
nities; assisting more than 7,000 people to 
find part-time work and another 7500 to find 
a full time job; and successfully leveraging 
investments by external partners for every 
$1.00 invested by the HPS, $2.43 has been 
invested by partners. 
In Canada homelessness has many faces and 
our Government will continue to work to en-
sure they are protected. 
Yours sincerely , 
Susan Truppe 
MP London North Centre 

Stewart followed up the above response 
with a further reply below: 
Dear Ms Truppe, 
I appreciate your timely response on the 
question of the involvement of the federal 
government in planning a strategy on hous-
ing. 
However, I was really trying to determine 
why your government had not wished to dis-
cuss the ideas that were a part of the recent 
bill sponsored by the NDP and supported by 
our Anglican Diocese government could have 
used some of the ideas raised in a future 
strategy of their own. 
Yours truly, 
S.M. 

A reply was received from Ms. Truppe’s 
constituency office as follows: 
Hi. 
Thank you for following up. MP Truppe 
doesn’t see a national strategy as the neces-
sary solution to homelessness. Susan advised 

(Continued on page 14) 
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that while in theory it is a good idea, and in 
reality, it would be nice if everyone had a 
home, but we are also accountable to the tax-
payer. 
Please keep in touch. 
Sincerely, 
Chelsea Cameron 
Constituency Assistant 
Office of Susan Truppe, 
M.P. for London North Centre 
Parliamentary Secretary for 
Status of Women 
546 King Street 
London, Ontario N6B 1T5 
(T) 519.663.9777 
(F) 519.663.2238 

Ms. Truppe did visit St. John’s on 
March 17 to bring greetings from the 
Prime Minister. 

The Banner staff photographed her 

presentation in the church and forwarded 
a print of same with a covering letter: 
Dear Ms. Truppe: 
Thank you for your participation in our 125th 
Anniversary service yesterday. 
The picture enclosed, plus your greetings and 
those of the Prime Minster, will appear in the 
next Issue of our Newsletter. 
At St. John's we are still trying to do our part 
to help reduce the poverty challenges in our 
city. 
Our Saturday Night dinner program (150- 
200) hot meals served every week, our regular 
donations to the St. Paul's Cathedral Daily 
Bread program and our annual Christmas 
Hamper deliveries (to 225 adults and chil-
dren) are a small part that we play in an 
attempt to alleviate this unfortunate prob-
lem. 
Many of us at St. John’s were disappointed in 
your Government’s recent defeat of the Af-
fordable Housing Bill C-400. which, if imple-

mented, would have improved the plight of 
these same people. 
Sincerely 
H.R. (Bob) Hayman 
Editor of The Banner 

Ms. Truppe replied as follows: 
Mr. Hayman, 
Thank you for providing me with this photo. 
I’ll certainly add it to my parliamentary photo 
slideshow. I was honored to attend Sunday’s 
125th Anniversary service and meet your con-
gregation. Best regards to you and your par-
ish. 
Yours sincerely, 
Susan Truppe, M.P. 
London North Centre 
Parliamentary Secretary for 
Status of Women  

Our Church’s influence is ineffective 
in convincing the Government to live up 
to the Second Great commandment 
“Love Thy Neighbour as Thyself”. 

(Continued from page 13) 

come and go. But the one whose resurrection 
we celebrate today is the one who conquered 
death. The one who lived and taught us the 
power of love, not the love of power. This is 
our good news. 

I know we all have questions in our 
minds about so much suffering in the world, 
so much injustice, so much anger and vio-
lence, and the question so many people strug-
gle with is , where is God in all of this? So if 
Jesus is Lord why isn’t he acting like a Lord? 

This is an excellent question and it goes 
to the heart of the way that Christians believe 
God works. 

The Easter message is about Jesus con-
tinually being revealed by his people. Jesus is 
present with us as a community and as indi-
viduals. The church is his body, we are 
flawed body with many warts and weakness-
es. But we are community that continues to 
make a difference in our world not by over-
throwing powerful institutions with another 
powerful institutions but by being the com-
munity Jesus calls us to be. 

John Dominic Crossan said what made 
the early church grow and become a vital 
community was by how they lived. It was not 
just preaching about the risen Christ. People 
could say that was nice. It was good for Je-
sus. They had heard stories of other gods 
being raised. And they could say quite right-

ly, what difference does it make to my life ? 

Crossan explains that the early church 
shared what they had with one another, they 
cared for widows, the orphans, and the sick 
and weak. They became a community that 
lived life the way God intended. This is what 
drew people to it. 

This is what the church continues to try 
do. We live life as Peter said it with Jesus as 
Lord of All. We try to do that. Two weeks 
ago we celebrated with the Sisters of St. Jo-
seph (St. Joseph’s hospital) on our joint 125 
Anniversary. In planning for this service, we 
all had our eyes opened that we as neighbours 
had the common ministry of caring for people 
with the call of Jesus. This is what makes a 
difference in our lives and the community 
around. 

Our meal program has been going for 16 
years now. It continues to grow not just in the 
numbers of people we help. Patty and I and 
others are amazed at how many people from 

our church, other churches, and the people 
who do not belong to faith communities who 
want to help and be a part of it. They all rec-
ognize and want to be a part of this ministry. 
It is at the heart of being human, providing 
hospitality for people in need. This is what 
Jesus life, ministry, death and resurrection 
teaches us. And shows us He is Lord of All. 

I read an interesting story in the newspa-
per the other day. It was about a 62 year old 
woman in Calgary who was homeless, she 
lived in the YWCA shelter. One day she 
found a purse. She wanted to find out who it 
belonged too. She went through it and found 
rolls hundred dollar bills. It totalled ten thou-
sand dollars t. Now who of us if we were in 
her circumstances would be tempted to keep 
it. She did not. She said I grew up in church 
and Sunday school, and I know it would not 
be right to keep it. She found the rightful 
owner. The good news of this story was the 
owners gave her a small reward, someone 
offered her a room, but she didn’t take it be-
cause she did not want to be a burden to 
someone. A trust fund was set up and a little 
money was raised which has allowed her to 
have a bachelor apartment in seniors resi-
dence. She is happy as can be with it. 

This story reminds me of the truth of the 
gospel that Jesus is Lord of All. The resurrec-
tion of Jesus has the potential to change the 
world not with power or violence but with 
Love. 

If we truly understand what this Easter 
gospel is all about, we will go from this place 
today, excited about sharing the joy of the 
resurrection with others. Jesus is alive and 
continues to do wonderful things in the lives 
of ordinary people. We are called by God to 
tell others this good news and to invite them 
to know Jesus. So when we think about that 
tiny weak statue in Trafalgar square, we are 
reminded who is really Lord of All. Amen. 

(Continued from page 1) 

The resurrection of Jesus has the potential 
to change the world not with power or 

violence but with Love 

Sharing the Joy of the Resurrection 

Homelessness 
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1988 — Remember 
In 1988 the Parish celebrated its 100th anniversary, and this 

historic milestone year was marked by a large number of activi-
ties that had been planned for over the previous two years by a 
special Centennial Committee, chaired originally by Barbara 
Ivey and later by Nora Lanning. 

The staff for that year included the Rector, Rev. Bain Peev-
er, Assistant to Rector, Rev. Bill Cook, Honourary Assistants, 
Ven. A.E. Chovaz, and Rev. John G. Rowe, Coordinator of 
Christian Education, Christine Gamble. 

During the year, a 
number of special 
clergy visited us and 
preached, including 
The Primate (Most 
Rev Michael Peers), 
the Past Primate 
(Most Rev. Ted 
Scott), The Metropoli-
tan of our Ecclesiasti-
cal Province (Most 
Rev John Bothwell). 
A special Homecom-
ing Weekend on our 

Patronal, Festival 
which saw the return 
of 12 former clergy 
who had served in our 
church. 

A memorabilia 
display of christening 
and wedding dresses 
from the past were dis-
played in the cloister. 

A very special visi-
tor to our Parish, as our guest for two weeks, was Bishop Bob 
Longid from the Diocese of the Northern Philippines. He left a 
lasting impression on us all and when he left the congregation 

gave him a 
farewell of-
fering of 
$3000 which 
he said he 
would use to 
buy five 
horses for 
his priests to 
use as a 
means of 
travel visit-

ing their Parishion-
ers. 

One of the won-
derful gifts to come 
out of our Centennial 
year was the writing 
and publishing of an 
updated history of 
our Parish by Dr. 
Judd Purdy, entitled 
Bright the Vision. It 
has become a superb 
reference book along 
with the book previ-
ously published text 
“A Historical Sketch” written by Gordon Bartram in 1961. Each 
of these excellent editions are currently available in our Library 

A great highlight of the year was the mounting of a musical 
Production The Spirit of ‘88. 

The script was a organized by Kevin Bice and based on Jud 
Purdy’s book. Twelve of St. John’s young people interviewed 
over thirty parishioners about their memories of the church. Da-
vid Hall researched, arranged and later taught and conducted 
appropriate musical numbers . All choir members and a variety 
of parishioners including the Rector Bain were in the cast. It 
was a sold out show for four nights in the Parish hall. It provid-
ed great memories for all of the cast and crew who took part. 

A Music Committee commissioned an original piece of mu-

(Continued on page 16) Spirit of ‘88—Lay Delegates to Synod 

Ann Rudd describes 
historical wedding dress 

 

Bishop Bob Longid, left, with Rev. Bain Peever 

 

Rev. Greg Smith (left) and 
Rev. Rob Skirving 

 
Jud Purdy introduces his book 

 

Spirit of ‘88 Cast 

(Continued on page 16) 
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sic specified to be an anthem of 10-15 minutes, singable, and 
written with an average choir in mind. A Province of Ontario 
Arts Council Grant allowed us to retain Professor Gerhard 
Wuensch, UWO Music faculty to compose the music and our 
own John Smallbridge was retained to write an appropriate 
set of lyrics. After the summer recess, we were given a fin-
ished work of 80 minutes entitled “Four Episodes from St. 
John” It was a challenging but inspiring work and was per-
formed in the church by the choir led by Hugh Mclean with 
special soloists as guest artists on November 6. 

Christian Education 5 part Lenten series that year includ-
ed one session: A Christian approach to the Balance between 
Family, Professional and Spiritual Life” by Dr. John Biehn. 

The Parish was named as an Historic Site and plaque in-
stalled in January 3, 1988 at Wellington St. entrance at a spe-
cial service on January 3, 1988. 

Other highlights of the year included a Parish retreat Nov 
26 1988, a visit in March of the University of Missouri Choir 
and an Outdoor Service at Huron College in June 

At the end of this remarkable year, we celebrated with a 
dinner “Feast of the Second Century” at Huron College which 
followed a service of Thanksgiving in the Chapel., dancing 
continued into the we hours to the music of the recordings of 
Parishioner Don Bodrug.  

Some 1988 stats: 

Families on Parish Roll  279 
Subscribers to Parish Funds 363 
Average Sunday attendance 264 
Easter Communicants 554 
Actual Parish Expenses $273,141 
    (includes salaries @ $110,698) 
Deficit in Operating Budget $ (17,486) 
Proposed budget for 1989 $275,373 

Note: A deficit again from the 1988 operations spurred the 
approval by Vestry in January 1989 to establish an Endow-
ment Fund. By 1994 the value of the fund through bequests, 
donations and investment interest had reached $200,000. 

(Continued from page 15) 

Outdoor service at Huron College 

Don’t Miss This! 
 

Second Stringers’ 
Social Club 

 
Thursday May 23 and Friday May 24 

 
Church of St. John the Evangelist 

 
 Cast John Krisak 
  Jim Hartley 
  Roger Blake 
  Rob Luxton 
  Peter Godwin 
  Alvin Reimer 
  Simon Davies 
  

  Director / John Smallbridge 
  Playwright  

Friday April 26 
Parish Dinner 
at Highland Country Club 

 
Sunday April 28 

Canon Don Ford 
(Rector 1999-2012) 

 
Sunday May 12 

Rt. Rev. Clarence Mitchell, 
a Huron College student 
assistant in the early 1950‘s at 
St. John’s who later in his ca-
reer became Bishop of Niagara 
 
Rev. Bill White who served as 
a student assistant at St. John’s 
and currently Rector of  Trinity 
Church, Lambeth. 

 
 

Thursday-Friday May 23, 24 
Second Stringers’ 
Social Club 
 

A Play by John Smallbridge 
(see details at right) 

 
Sunday June 9 

Canon Bain Peever 
(Rector at St. John’s 
1985-1998) 
 
Outdoor Service 
at Huron College 

Remember—1988 

125th Anniversary Upcoming Events 




